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ABSTRACT:

This article explores the role of teachers in fostering and preserving indigenous knowledge within the education system. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
in India recognizes the importance of integrating Indian knowledge systems (IKS) into the curriculum and emphasizes the promotion of Indian languages, arts, and
culture. Teachers can play a crucial role in this integration by incorporating practices such as Ayurveda, Yoga, and meditation into various subjects, promoting
local languages and cultural elements, and emphasizing sustainable living and environmental consciousness. Additionally, teachers can guide students in
undertaking research projects, collaborating with local communities, and preserving indigenous knowledge through documentation and cultural events. By
incorporating these practices, teachers create an inclusive and culturally responsive learning environment that fosters cultural pride, identity, and a deeper
understanding of one's own cultural heritage among students.
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Introduction:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 acknowledges the significance of integrating Indian knowledge systems into the education system. The
preamble of NEP 2020 affirms that “the rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge and thought has influenced the policy. It highlights the
importance of promoting Indian Languages, Arts, and Culture and recommends the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) across all educational
levels". The primary goal is to foster a comprehensive and inclusive education that values and incorporates India's cultural and traditional wisdom. It now
becomes the responsibility of schools, higher education institutes, and teachers to incorporate IKS into their curriculum and daily teaching practices.
While incorporating IKS into the curriculum is a policy matter, relating subjects to IKS and providing examples from the vast and rich knowledge of the
past is a personal matter for teachers. This article explores the actions that teachers can take in light of this responsibility. First, let us delve into the key
aspects of NEP 2020 that focus on Indian knowledge system.

Key aspects of NEP 2020 that focus on Indian knowledge systems:
Integration of traditional knowledge:

NEP 2020 emphasizes the integration of traditional Indian knowledge systems, such as Ayurveda, Yoga, and meditation, into the mainstream education
curriculum. It recognizes the value of these systems in promoting holistic well-being, mental health, and physical fitness.

Local cultural and contextual relevance:

The policy emphasizes the importance of local context and cultural relevance in education. It encourages the inclusion of regional languages, literature,
art, and history in the curriculum to ensure that students develop a deep understanding of their own culture, heritage, and traditions.

Ethical and value-based education:

NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of ethical and value-based education. It encourages schools to incorporate teachings from Indian philosophies and
ethical values, such as honesty, compassion, respect, and social responsibility. The goal is to instill a strong moral foundation in students and develop
responsible citizens. Indigenous knowledge and sustainable development: The policy recognizes the need to protect and promote indigenous knowledge
systems, particularly in the context of sustainable development. It encourages the inclusion of environmental education, local ecological practices, and
sustainable living in the curriculum, drawing upon the wisdom of indigenous communities.
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Research and documentation of Indian knowledge:

NEP 2020 highlights the importance of research and documentation of Indian knowledge systems. It encourages educational institutions to undertake
research projects, document traditional practices, and collaborate with local communities to preserve and promote indigenous knowledge.

Promotion of classical languages:

The policy emphasizes the preservation and promotion of classical languages such as Sanskrit, Tamil, and others. It encourages the study of these
languages, literature, and texts to foster a deeper understanding of India's cultural heritage and ancient wisdom.

The Role of Teachers in Fostering and Preserving Indigenous Knowledge System:

Through the above background, it becomes clear that there are numerous aspects on which a teacher can focus individually to incorporate Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS). These key concepts can be related to and examples of can be provided by any teacher, irrespective of their stream, in the
classroom. These ancient practices offer valuable insights into health, well-being, and self-awareness, making them ideal tools for integrating Indian
knowledge into modern education.

* Ayurveda, a traditional Indian system of medicine, focuses on holistic well-being by maintaining a balance between mind, body, and spirit.

Teachers can introduce Ayurveda in various subjects, such as biology, chemistry, or even physical education. For instance, in biology
classes, students can explore the principles of Ayurveda to understand the body's natural healing mechanisms and the importance of a
balanced lifestyle. They can learn about Ayurvedic herbs, their medicinal properties, and their relevance to maintaining good health.

Yoga, a practice that combines physical postures, breath control, and meditation, has gained worldwide recognition for its numerous health
benefits. Teachers from diverse streams can incorporate yoga into their classes to promote physical fitness, stress management, and
concentration. In physical education classes, students can learn different yoga asanas (postures) and their impact on flexibility, strength,
and overall well-being. Yoga can also be integrated into arts and literature classes, where students can explore its cultural significance and
its portrayal in ancient Indian texts.

Meditation, an integral part of Indian knowledge systems, offers a pathway to self-awareness, mindfulness, and emotional well-being.
Regardless of the subject, teachers can introduce meditation as a tool for developing focus, reducing anxiety, and enhancing creativity.
During a mathematics class, for example, a teacher can begin with a short-guided meditation to help students calm their minds and improve
their concentration on problem-solving. Similarly, in language or literature classes, teachers can encourage students to reflect and express
their thoughts through meditation, promoting introspection and enhancing communication skills.

Teachers play a crucial role in emphasizing the importance of local context and cultural relevance in education. By incorporating regional
languages, literature, art, and cultural elements into their teaching practices, they can create an inclusive and culturally responsive learning
environment. Here are some ways in which teachers can emphasize these aspects:

Teachers can promote the use of regional languages within the classroom by incorporating them in daily conversations, instructions, and
discussions. By valuing and encouraging the use of regional languages, teachers show students that their linguistic heritage is respected
and valued. Teachers can include regional literature in their curriculum, such as stories, poems, and folktales from local authors. Reading
and discussing these literary works not only exposes students to diverse narratives but also helps them connect with their cultural roots.

Teachers can introduce students to various local art forms like painting, sculpture, dance, music, and theater. This can be done through
guest artists, field trips, or classroom activities. By exploring local art forms, students gain an appreciation for their cultural heritage and
develop a sense of identity.

Teachers can incorporate the celebration of local festivals and traditions into the classroom. This can involve storytelling, creating art and
crafts related to the festivals, and organizing cultural events where students can showcase their traditional practices. By participating in
these activities, students learn about the cultural significance of these celebrations and develop a sense of belonging.

Teachers can plan field trips to local historical sites, museums, art galleries, and cultural centers. These trips provide firsthand experiences
that allow students to witness and learn about their local heritage. Field trips also offer opportunities for students to interact with local
experts, artists, and community members who can share their knowledge and experiences.

Teachers can collaborate with local community members, artisans, and experts to enhance classroom learning. Inviting guest speakers
from the community to share their experiences, organizing workshops, or involving local artists in classroom projects can provide students
with valuable insights into their culture and traditions.

Teachers can encourage students to share their personal stories, experiences, and traditions with the class. This creates a sense of pride and
belonging among students, fostering an inclusive and supportive classroom environment.
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Inviting community members, elders, or experts to share their stories and experiences can help students understand the historical and
cultural context of their region. Guest speakers can provide a unique perspective on local traditions and customs, making learning more
engaging and relevant.

By emphasizing the importance of local context and cultural relevance in education, teachers not only promote diversity and inclusion but
also help students develop a deeper understanding and appreciation for their own cultural heritage. This integration of regional languages,
literature, art, and cultural elements creates a rich and meaningful learning experience, fostering cultural pride, identity, and a sense of
belonging among students.

Teachers can include environmental topics in various subjects, such as science, social studies, geography, or even language arts. They can
introduce concepts like biodiversity, conservation, climate change, and sustainable development through interactive lessons, discussions,
and projects.

They can invite indigenous community members or local experts to share their knowledge and practices related to sustainable agriculture,
water conservation, natural resource management, or traditional ecological knowledge. This allows students to learn from the wisdom and
experience of indigenous communities. Hands-on activities related to local ecological practices. For example, students can engage in
organic farming or gardening projects, learn about traditional irrigation methods, or participate in waste management initiatives. These
activities provide practical experiences and insights into sustainable living practices.

Teachers can model sustainable living practices within the classroom by incorporating waste management, energy conservation, and
recycling. They can encourage students to adopt eco-friendly habits, such as reducing paper usage, reusing materials, and conserving
energy. Engage students in community-based projects that promote sustainable living. For example, they can initiate awareness campaigns
about reducing plastic usage, organize clean-up drives, or collaborate with local organizations working on environmental conservation.
These projects empower students to take action and create a positive impact in their community.

They can integrate indigenous perspectives and knowledge systems into discussions and activities related to the environment. Teach
students about indigenous beliefs, practices, and their close connection with nature. This fosters cultural appreciation, respect, and a deeper
understanding of the relationship between communities and their natural surroundings. Use local case studies to explore the impact of
human activities on the environment. Analyze the challenges faced by local communities and discuss possible solutions that align with
ecological wisdom and sustainable practices.

Teachers can guide students in selecting research topics related to indigenous knowledge, traditional practices, or local cultural heritage.
They can provide suggestions and facilitate brainstorming sessions to help students explore areas of interest.

Teach students research methodologies, including data collection, analysis, and interpretation. Provide guidance on conducting interviews,
surveys, field observations, or archival research. They can help students develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills
needed for research projects.

Act as a mentor to students, providing guidance and support throughout the research process. Can offer feedback on research proposals,
assist in accessing relevant resources, and provide assistance in organizing and presenting research findings.

Encourage students to conduct fieldwork and interviews with local community members, elders, or experts who possess traditional
knowledge. This hands-on approach allows students to document and understand traditional practices directly from those who practice
them.

Encourage students to create documentaries, video presentations, or audio recordings that capture traditional practices, rituals, or cultural
events. This multimedia approach helps preserve and share indigenous knowledge with a broader audience.

Assist students in creating digital or physical archives to store collected data, photographs, audio recordings, or written documents related
to indigenous knowledge. This ensures that the information is preserved and accessible for future reference.

Facilitate community partnerships: Identify opportunities for students to collaborate with local communities, indigenous groups, or cultural
organizations. Facilitate connections and establish partnerships that allow students to learn directly from community members and engage
in meaningful projects.

Encourage students to undertake community-based projects that involve the documentation, preservation, or promotion of indigenous
knowledge. This may include organizing cultural events, workshops, or exhibitions that showcase traditional practices.

Teach students about the importance of respecting cultural protocols, ethics, and intellectual property rights when working with indigenous
communities. Foster an understanding of the need for informed consent, confidentiality, and cultural sensitivity during research or
collaborative activities.

Provide platforms for students to present their research findings to the wider school community, parents, or local stakeholders. This can
be through presentations, exhibitions, or workshops that showcase the value of indigenous knowledge and traditional practices.
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Organize events or cultural festivals that celebrate and highlight indigenous cultures, traditions, and practices. This provides opportunities
for students to share their research, engage with the community, and promote a deeper appreciation for indigenous knowledge.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teachers have a significant role in promoting the integration of Indian knowledge systems, environmental consciousness, and cultural
appreciation within the education system. By incorporating Ayurveda, Yoga, and meditation into various subjects, teachers can provide students with
practical examples of holistic well-being and self-awareness.

Moreover, teachers can emphasize the importance of local context and cultural relevance by incorporating regional languages, literature, art, and cultural
elements into their teaching practices. This creates an inclusive and culturally responsive learning environment where students can connect with their
cultural heritage and develop a sense of identity.

To encourage sustainable living, teachers can model eco-friendly habits and engage students in community-based projects focused on environmental
conservation. By integrating indigenous perspectives and knowledge systems into discussions and activities related to the environment, teachers foster
cultural appreciation, respect, and a deeper understanding of the relationship between communities and nature.

Furthermore, teachers can guide students in undertaking research projects that explore indigenous knowledge, traditional practices, and local cultural
heritage. By providing mentorship, teaching research methodologies, and facilitating community partnerships, teachers empower students to document,
preserve, and promote indigenous knowledge. This includes encouraging fieldwork, creating multimedia presentations, and storing collected data for
future reference.

By providing platforms for students to present their research findings and organizing events that celebrate indigenous cultures, traditions, and practices,
teachers promote the value of indigenous knowledge within the wider school community and local stakeholders.

In essence, through their dedication and efforts, teachers can effectively incorporate Indian knowledge systems, sustainable living practices, and cultural
appreciation into the education system. By doing so, they empower students to become well-rounded individuals who value their cultural heritage, respect
the environment, and actively contribute to preserving and promoting indigenous knowledge.

References:

1.  Agrawal, A. (1995). Dismantling the divide between indigenous and scientific knowledge. Development and Change, 26(3), 413-439.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7660.1995.tb00560.x

2. Breidlid, A. (2009). Culture, indigenous knowledge systems and sustainable development: A critical view of education in an African context.
International Journal of Educational Development, 29(2), 140-148. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2008.09.009

3. Magni, G. (2017). Indigenous knowledge and implications for the sustainable development agenda. European Journal of Education, 52(4),
437-447. https://doi.org/10.1111/ejed.12238

4. Owuor, J. (2007). Integrating African indigenous knowledge in Kenya’s formal education system: The potential for sustainable development.
Journal of Contemporary Issues in Education, 2(2). https://doi.org/10.20355/C52594

5. Sandoval-Rivera, J. C. A. (2020). Environmental education and indigenous knowledge: Towards the connection of local wisdom with
international agendas in the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Diaspora, Indigenous, and Minority Education, 14(1),
14-24. https://doi.org/10.1080/15595692.2019.1652588

6. da Silva, C., Pereira, F., & Amorim, J. P. (2024). The integration of indigenous knowledge in school: A systematic review. Compare: A
Journal of Comparative and International Education, 54(7), 1210-1228. https://doi.org/10.1080/03057925.2023.2184200

7. Manns, M., Heiss, J., Morohashi, J., & Loupis, L. (2025). Harnessing indigenous knowledge for education for sustainable development.
Journal of Education for Sustainable Development, 19(2), 157-167. https://doi.org/10.1177/09734082251360875

8.  Singh-Pillay, A., & Madlala, A. (2026). Legitimising indigenous knowledge systems as a pathway to sustainable development. Discover
Education, 5, Article 87. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-025-01062-9

9. Ulayi, A. I, & Omang, T. N. (2024). Integrating indigenous knowledge systems into environmental education in Nigeria: A pathway to
sustainable development. Indonesian Journal of Educational Studies, 27(2). https://doi.org/10.26858/ijes.v7i2.76300

10. Yazidi, R. E., & Rijal, K. (2023). Science learning in the context of “indigenous knowledge” for sustainable development. International
Journal of Ethnoscience and Technology in Education, 1(1). https://doi.org/10.33394/ijete.v1i1.10880

Government Sources:

11. Ministry of Education, Government of India. (2020). National Education Policy 2020. Government of India.


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7660.1995.tb00560.x

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 7, Issue 9, pp 3793-3797 September, 2026 3797

12.  University Grants Commission. (2023). Guidelines for training/orientation of faculty on Indian Knowledge Systems. University Grants
Commission.



