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ABSTRACT

There are notable gender differences in mental health, especially in anxiety and depression, where women receive diagnoses almost twice as often as males. A
complex interaction of cultural, psychological, and biological variables is responsible for this increased frequency. Women's mental health is significantly impacted
by hormonal changes related to puberty, pregnancy, the postpartum period, menopause, as well as genetic predispositions and neurobiological variations. Their
susceptibility to anxiety and depression is further increased by psychosocial stresses such as gender roles, discrimination, caregiving obligations, and exposure to
violence. The necessity for gender-sensitive mental health interventions is highlighted by the fact that healthcare disparities, such as biases in diagnosis and
treatment, lead to worse than ideal care.

The significance of taking into account women's reproductive transitions and social contexts in mental health care is emphasized by this review, which examines
gender differences in prevalence, symptomatology, biological causes, psychosocial factors, diagnosis, and treatment responses. Developing focused, successful
interventions that improve women's mental health requires a deeper comprehension of these gender-specific characteristics.
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INTRODUCTION

Globally, women are disproportionately affected by mental health conditions, especially anxiety and depression, which have a major negative influence
on their psychological health. Due to a complex interaction of biological, psychological, and social factors, women are roughly 1.5-2 times more likely
than males to suffer Major Depressive Disorder (MDD) and anxiety-related disorders.™ 1 Women are more likely to experience these diseases due to
hormonal changes that occur during many life phases, including puberty, pregnancy, postpartum, and menopause.?™ These changes are important for
mood regulation. Women are more susceptible to anxiety and depression due to differences in brain function and increased stress reactivity, which are
further influenced by genetic predispositions and neurobiological differences. !

These differences in mental health across genders are also influenced by psychological factors. Ruminative coping strategies are more common among
women and have been shown to lengthen and exacerbate depressive episodes. Furthermore, women with MDD are more likely to have comorbid anxiety
disorders, which increases the complexity of therapy and adds to the burden of mental illness.!*%!

Disparities in mental health are made worse by the effects of environmental and social stressors. Women are more likely to experience caregiving
obligations, gender-based violence, financial instability, and occupational discrimination.™® These factors all contribute to chronic stress, anxiety, and
depression. Women's access to appropriate mental health resources and coping techniques is frequently restricted by societal expectations and traditional
gender roles, which exacerbates their psychological discomfort.[*"]

Gender-sensitive therapies that address the biological, psychological, and social factors causing these differences are desperately needed, especially
considering the substantial toll that anxiety and depression have on women's mental health. Developing focused solutions that enhance women's mental
health outcomes and guarantee fair access to mental health care requires an understanding of the gender-specific character of these illnesses. Researchers
and medical practitioners can help create more inclusive and successful mental health policies and treatments by acknowledging and addressing these
inequalities.

RISK AND PREVALENCE FACTORS

Women are much more likely than men to experience anxiety and depression. These disorders also tend to be more prevalent, develop earlier, and last
longer in women. 1!


http://www.ijrpr.com/

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 9, pp 2092-2097 September, 2025 2093

Important contributing elements consist of:

Vulnerability to mood disorders is increased by fluctuations in estrogen and progesterone during menstruation, pregnancy, the postpartum period, and
menopause.’!

Psychosocial Stressors: Chronic stress and emotional discomfort are exacerbated by gender-based violence, occupational discrimination, and
increased caregiving responsibilities.™

Cognitive Styles: Women are more prone to dwell on negative ideas, which can exacerbate anxiety and prolong sadness.

It's critical to identify these risk factors for creating focused interventions for women's mental health.

NEUROBIOLOGICAL FACTORS

Men's and women's neurobiological variations are important for mental health, especially when it comes to controlling emotions and stress reactions.

Brain Structure and Function: Studies show that the amygdala, a part of the brain linked to stress reactions and emotional control, is more
active in woment®!

Differences in Neurotransmitters: Women's control of serotonin and dopamine is different from men's, which affects mood stability and
makes them more vulnerable to anxiety and depression.®

Researchers can create more specialized therapies and interventions to promote mental health by acknowledging these variations.

HORMONAL AND BIOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO MENTAL HEALTH IN WOMEN

Hormonal changes during various life stages have a significant impact on women's mental health. During puberty, depression rates among
adolescent girls increase significantly, likely as a result of increased emotional sensitivity and stress reactivity. Early puberty increases this
risk because it exposes girls to heightened stressors at a younger age.!

Mood disturbances are also caused by changes in reproductive hormones during pregnancy, postpartum, and menopause. Postpartum
depression (PPD) affects 10-20% of new mothers and is linked to rapid declines in estrogen and progesterone levels after childbirth, which
are exacerbated by psychosocial stressors. !

Similarly, depression related to menopause is linked to a decrease in estrogen levels, which affects serotonin production and emotional
stability.! The inherent susceptibility of women to mood disorders throughout their lives is highlighted by these hormonal changes.

GENDER-SPECIFIC SYMPTOMATOLOGY IN DEPRESSION AND ANXIETY

Compared to men, women display different symptom profiles for anxiety and depression. Women typically experience greater internalizing
depressive symptoms, such as low self-esteem, exhaustion, excessive guilt, and ongoing sadness.*

Atypical depression, which manifests as mood reactivity, increased hunger, hypersomnia, and leaden paralysis, is also more common in
women.?'\Women are more likely to experience panic attacks, social anxiety, and Generalized Anxiety Disorder (GAD), among other anxiety
disorders. With symptoms like excessive concern, heart palpitations, nausea, and increased emotional distress, these diseases are frequently
more persistent and debilitating in women. !

GENDER DIFFERENCES IN SUICIDALITY

Due to the employment of more deadly techniques, men have greater suicide completion rates than women, who are more likely to attempt
suicide.?”%1 While men's suicidality tends to be more impulsive and linked to external pressures like financial or vocational challenges,
women's suicidal behavior is frequently tied to interpersonal disputes and emotional suffering.?) Additionally, the higher completion rates
seen in men may be attributed to impulsivity and violence, which are more prevalent in men.

IMPACT OF EARLY LIFE ADVERSITIES

Early hardships leave a lasting impression, and childhood and adolescent events influence long-term mental health consequences.

Childhood Trauma: Women who endure abuse or neglect as children are more likely to have anxiety and depression as adults.*"!

Adolescent Mental Health: Compared to boys, girls report higher levels of stress, emotional anguish, and self-doubt.®

The necessity for proactive mental health support is highlighted by the long-lasting effects of early life problems. The long-term consequences of
childhood trauma and adolescent suffering can be lessened by promoting resilience and offering early assistance.
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WORKPLACE AND ECONOMIC STRESSORS

For women, the strains of employment and unstable finances pose serious mental health issues.

e  Disparities in Employment: Women frequently experience discrimination at work, which raises stress levels and causes mental health
issues.lt!

e  Financial Dependency: Women, particularly single moms and caregivers, are disproportionately affected by economic pressures, which can
lead to anxiety and depression.**!

Society can give women a more balanced and psychologically healthy environment by tackling these fundamental problems.
ASPECTS OF MENTAL HEALTH INTERSECTIONALITY
Race, ethnicity, and financial status are only a few of the social variables that interact intricately to influence mental health.
e Race and Ethnicity: When it comes to seeking mental health care, women of color face major barriers. !
e Socioeconomic Status: Due to persistent stressors, women who earn less are more prone to experience mental health problems. [}

The design of mental health treatment should take into account the diverse realities of those who require it. A system that truly advances the wellbeing
of all women can be established by removing racial and economic barriers.

WOMEN'S COMORBIDITIES AND DUAL DIAGNOSES
Women who experience anxiety and depression frequently have comorbid mental health problems, which can complicate diagnosis and treatment.

e  Eating Disorders: Bulimia nervosa and binge eating disorder, which are both associated with low self-esteem and emotional discomfort, are
more common in women who experience depression. 1!

e  Substance Use Disorders: Compared to men, who usually use substances for thrill-seeking, women are more likely to use drugs and alcohol
as a form of self-medication for mood symptoms, 281501

e  Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): Women are more likely to suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), especially after
enduring traumatic experiences such as intimate partner violence and sexual abuse.

These comorbid conditions underscore the complex interrelationships between mood disorders and other mental health conditions in women, underscoring
the need for integrated treatment strategies.

THE NETHERLANDS STUDY ON DEPRESSION AND ANXIETY (NESDA) FINDINGS

Results from the Netherlands Study on Depression and Anxiety (NESDA) show significant gender-specific links between substance use and mood
disorders:

e  Comorbid Depression and Anxiety: Women who experience both depression and anxiety are more likely to be alcohol dependent than
those who only experience anxiety.

e  Early-Onset Depression and Substance addiction: Early-onset depression significantly predicts later substance addiction, especially
in women. !

These results highlight how crucial it is to treat women's depression early in order to lower their chance of developing substance use disorders later on.
TREATMENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR WOMEN

e  Women have certain biological, psychological, and social characteristics that affect how well depression and anxiety treatments work for
them. Results can be enhanced by addressing these characteristics with customized interventions.

PSYCHOTHERAPY APPROACHES:
The mainstay of care for women suffering from anxiety and depression is still psychotherapy.
Two evidence-based strategies are very advantageous:

e  Women can question and change unfavorable thought patterns, especially those linked to ruminative thinking and cognitive distortions, with
the aid of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT). Repeatedly thinking negatively is more common in women than in males, and it can lead
to long-lasting depression episodes. CBT is useful for lowering these maladaptive thought patterns, boosting coping mechanisms, and
increasing emotional regulation.™

. Interpersonal Therapy (IPT): IPT is a useful strategy for managing relationship-based stressors since interpersonal connections frequently
have an impact on women's mental health. After relational difficulties, such as marital distress or a lack of social support, women are more
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likely to suffer from depression. IPT aids in the reduction of depression symptoms by emphasizing communication skills, role changes (such
as becoming a mother or navigating menopause), and grief processing.?!

PHARMACOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Hormonal changes throughout adulthood cause notable variations in the metabolization and response to antidepressant drugs in women.
Because of these variations, pharmacological treatment must be tailored to each patient:

. Hormonal Effect on Antidepressant Metabolism: The metabolism and efficacy of antidepressants are impacted by women's shifting
hormone levels, namely those of estrogen and progesterone. These changes in hormones can affect dopamine and serotonin levels, which can
change how well a medicine works.“!

. Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors(SSRI): Because SSRIs are so good at regulating serotonin levels, they are frequently prescribed to
women for anxiety and depression. However, during major hormonal shifts including pregnancy, the postpartum period, and menopause, dose
adjustments could be required. For instance, changes in estrogen levels after menopause may lessen the effectiveness of SSRIs, necessitating
close observation and possible dosage adjustments. !

Risks to fetal development must be weighed against the safety and efficacy of SSRIs, which are commonly taken during pregnancy, as well as postpartum
considerations. Close monitoring is necessary to prevent postpartum depression since postpartum hormonal changes can make treatment more difficult.

COMPLEMENTARY AND ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT
In addition to traditional therapeutic techniques, complementary therapies have shown promising results in the treatment of anxiety and depression in
women:

e Yoga and Mindfulness: Women who are stressed, anxious, or depressed can benefit from yoga and mindfulness-based therapies, according
to research. These methods enhance emotional regulation by promoting relaxation and reducing physiological stress responses. Since women
are more likely to experience chronic stress due to caregiving responsibilities and social expectations, yoga and mindfulness are beneficial
non-pharmacological therapy. %!

. Nutritional Interventions: Recent research suggests that dietary supplements high in omega-3 fatty acids and vitamin D may improve mood.
Omega-3 fatty acids have been demonstrated to increase serotonin activity, while vitamin D deficiency has been linked to depressive
symptoms. Women who are experiencing menopause or pregnancy depression may benefit from nutritional therapy as an additional form of
treatment. 1281

LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF UNTREATED MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
. Physical Health Risks: Untreated depression is linked to higher risks of cardiovascular disease and other chronic conditions. 6!
. Impact on Family Dynamics: Maternal mental health significantly influences child development and family well-being.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS
e  Enhancing Access to Care: Reducing gender differences in mental health care should be the main goal of policy. 4

. Future Research Areas: Further research is required on gender-sensitive therapeutic techniques and long-term treatment outcomes.*%!

CONCLUSION

Women experience unique biological, psychological, and social challenges that make them more susceptible to anxiety and depression. Factors such as
hormonal changes, ruminative cognitive styles, and sociocultural stressors contribute to higher prevalence rates in women. Given these complexities,
treatment strategies should incorporate gender-sensitive approaches, including hormone-based interventions, cognitive-behavioral strategies, and
integrated mental health care models that address both biological and psychosocial factors.

Effective treatment of anxiety and depression in women requires a multifaceted approach that considers hormonal impacts, cultural constraints, and
individual therapeutic needs. Psychotherapy, particularly Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and Interpersonal Therapy (IPT), offers vital techniques
for managing cognitive and interpersonal difficulties. Hormonal changes that affect mood stability require careful modification of pharmaceutical therapy,
including selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs). Additionally, dietary support, yoga, mindfulness, and other complementary therapies have
positive side effects that improve mental health. Enhancing the mental health of women necessitates a tailored and comprehensive strategy.

In order to create more individualized and successful treatments for women's mental health, future studies should investigate the relationship between
hormones, genetics, and psychosocial factors. The onset, progression, and management of anxiety and depression present unique issues for women.
Treatment plans will be more focused and successful if biological vulnerabilities, psychological inclinations, and sociocultural pressures are thoroughly



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 9, pp 2092-2097 September, 2025 2096

understood. To improve women's mental health outcomes, future research should keep developing individualized treatment models, such as hormone-
based medicines and integrated care approaches.
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