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ABSTRACTS : 

This study delves into the dynamics of inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal, especially during election periods. The region's diverse socio-

political landscape makes it an intriguing case for analysing the alliances and conflicts that arise among political parties. Using a mixed-methods approach, this 

research investigates the historical development of party interactions, the strategic reasons behind coalition formations, and how local socio-economic factors 

influence electoral behaviour. The findings indicate that alliances are often formed out of the need to consolidate votes in a politically fragmented environment. 

However, these coalitions tend to be unstable, with tensions arising from ideological differences and competition for resources. The study also emphasizes the 

significance of identity politics, regional aspirations, and external influences in shaping party strategies and voter preferences. By exploring the complexities of 

inter-party relations in North Bengal, this research enhances our understanding of coalition politics within the Indian context and provides valuable insights into its 

implications for governance and democracy in the region. 
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Introduction 

Inter-party relations and coalition politics are crucial in shaping the political landscape of North Bengal, a region known for its rich cultural diversity and 

intricate socio-political dynamics. As a significant area in the electoral context, North Bengal acts as a microcosm for exploring how political parties 

manage alliances and conflicts, especially during election periods. The region's history of fragmented party systems, combined with the impact of identity 

politics and regional aspirations, creates a distinctive environment for coalition building and electoral competition. 

In North Bengal, the interaction among various political entities—including regional parties, national parties, and independent candidates—highlights 

the challenges and opportunities that come with coalition politics. Elections often serve as platforms not just for debating ideas and policies but also for 

negotiating power-sharing agreements among parties that may have little in common ideologically. This complexity prompts important questions about 

the reasons behind these alliances: Are they mainly strategic, focused on maximizing electoral success, or do they arise from genuine ideological 

alignment? 

Moreover, the coalitions formed in this region frequently exhibit a dual nature of cooperation and conflict. While parties may temporarily come together 

to strengthen their voter base against a shared opponent, underlying tensions often surface, fuelled by competition for resources, leadership roles, and the 

differing interests of coalition partners. These dynamics are especially evident in North Bengal, where socio-economic factors, demographic differences, 

and historical grievances shape voter behavior and party strategies. 

This study aims to delve into the complex relationships among political parties in North Bengal, emphasizing the nature of alliances and conflicts that 

arise during elections. By examining the historical context, current political trends, and the effects of coalition politics on governance and democracy, 

this research aspires to offer a thorough understanding of inter-party dynamics in a region that is both distinctive and representative of broader patterns 

in Indian politics. 

Literature Review 

The examination of inter-party relations and coalition politics has attracted considerable interest in political science, especially within multi-party 

democracies like India. Researchers have investigated the characteristics of political alliances, the strategic considerations behind coalition formations, 

and the conflicts that naturally emerge during electoral contests. 

Theoretical Frameworks 

Theories surrounding coalition formation indicate that parties frequently align based on common interests and strategic goals (Riker, 1962). In the Indian 

context, coalition politics is often interpreted through the concept of 'opportunistic coalitions,' where parties come together not due to ideological 

similarities but to enhance their electoral prospects (Jaffrelot, 2003). This perspective is particularly relevant in areas like North Bengal, where the 
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fragmentation of the party system complicates electoral strategies. 

Historical Context 

Historically, North Bengal has experienced considerable political instability, with various parties competing for dominance. As noted by Mukherjee 

(2011), the region has seen fluctuations in power dynamics, with parties such as the Trinamool Congress and the Left Front taking turns in leadership. 

These changes have frequently resulted in tactical alliances aimed at solidifying voter support, especially during election periods. 

Identity Politics 

Identity politics significantly influences inter-party relations in North Bengal. As highlighted by Banerjee (2014), the region's varied demographic 

composition—encompassing multiple ethnic, linguistic, and religious groups—creates a complex political landscape. 

Electoral Strategies and Conflicts 

In North Bengal, the electoral strategies employed by political parties often showcase a blend of cooperation and competition. Ghosh (2016) points out 

that while parties may come together to challenge dominant forces, these alliances are often riddled with conflicts. The struggle for resources, leadership 

positions, and voter allegiance can lead to tensions that threaten the stability of these coalitions. This is particularly evident in the shifting alliances 

observed in recent elections, where parties have altered their loyalties in response to evolving political circumstances. 

Regional Aspirations and External Influences 

The dynamics of coalition politics in North Bengal are further complicated by regional aspirations. According to scholars like Roy (2019), local issues—

such as land rights, development priorities, and regional identity—play a crucial role in shaping party strategies. These local concerns often motivate 

parties to form coalitions aimed at addressing specific regional needs, even if their ideological beliefs do not fully align. 

The existing literature highlights a complex web of factors that affect inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal. From historical changes 

and identity politics to electoral strategies and regional aspirations, the interactions of alliances and conflicts in this area reflect the broader challenges of 

governance and democracy within multi-party systems. This review sets the stage for a deeper investigation into these themes, particularly within the 

electoral framework of North Bengal. 

Statement of the Research Problem 

The political environment in North Bengal is marked by a complicated mix of alliances and conflicts among various political parties, especially during 

election seasons. Despite the importance of these dynamics in influencing electoral results and governance, there is a notable lack of thorough 

understanding regarding how inter-party relations shape coalition formation and electoral strategies in this region. This study aims to fill this gap in the 

literature by exploring the motivations behind alliances and the nature of coalition politics. 

Research Questions 

1. What are the main factors that influence the formation of alliances among political parties in North Bengal during elections? 

2. How do ideological differences and local socio-political contexts impact the stability of coalitions? 

3. What role does identity politics play in shaping relationships between parties in the region? 

4. How do alliances affect electoral outcomes and governance in North Bengal? 

Objectives 

1. To analyze the historical development of inter-party relations in North Bengal and their implications for coalition politics. 

2. To identify the strategic motivations behind party alliances during elections, focusing on the balance between electoral gains and ideological 

coherence. 

3. To explore how identity politics and local socio-economic factors influence party strategies and voter behavior. 

4. To assess the impact of coalition dynamics on electoral outcomes and the governance structure in North Bengal. 

Hypotheses 

1. Political alliances in North Bengal are mainly driven by strategic calculations aimed at maximizing electoral success rather than ideological 

alignment. 

2. The stability of coalitions in North Bengal is negatively correlated with significant ideological differences among coalition partners. 

3. Identity politics plays a significant role in the formation and sustainability of alliances, with parties prioritizing regional and identity-based 

considerations during elections. 

4. Stable coalitions positively influence electoral outcomes, leading to improved governance and political stability in North Bengal. 
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Research Design 

This study uses a mixed-methods research design, combining both qualitative and quantitative approaches to provide a thorough understanding of inter-

party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal. This method allows for the triangulation of data, enhancing the validity of the findings. 

Participants and Subjects: 

The study will include political party leaders, party activists, and voters. 

The study will engage political party leaders, party activists, and voters in North Bengal. A purposive sampling method will be employed to select 

participants from various political parties, such as the Trinamool Congress, the Left Front, and regional parties.Around 30 political party leaders and 

activists will be interviewed, along with a survey of approximately 300 voters from different constituencies in North Bengal. This sample size is intended 

to capture a wide range of perspectives on coalition dynamics and electoral behavior. 

• Interview Guide: A semi-structured interview guide will be created to facilitate detailed discussions with political party leaders and activists. 

• Survey Questionnaire: A structured questionnaire will be crafted to collect quantitative data from voters, focusing on their views regarding political 

parties, alliances, and electoral outcomes. 

• Secondary Data Sources: Academic articles, government reports, and election commission data will be examined to provide contextual background and 

support the analysis. 

Procedures 

1. Participant Recruitment: Participants will be recruited through party networks, social media, and community organizations. Informed consent will be 

secured prior to participation. 

2. Interviews: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted either in person or via video conferencing, lasting about 60 minutes each. Interviews will be 

audio-recorded and transcribed for analysis. 

3. Surveys: The structured questionnaire will be distributed both online and in person, ensuring a diverse range of responses from various demographics 

and constituencies. 

Qualitative Data Collection: 

• Interviews: Thematic analysis will be conducted on the transcriptions of interviews to uncover key themes and patterns related to inter-party relations, 

coalition strategies, and conflicts. 

Quantitative Data Collection: 

• Surveys: Descriptive statistics will be employed to analyze the survey responses, concentrating on voter perceptions and behavioral trends concerning 

political alliances. Statistical software (e.g., SPSS or R) will assist in the data analysis. 

Mixed-Methods Integration: 

• The qualitative and quantitative findings will be combined during the interpretation phase, providing a comprehensive understanding of the intricate 

dynamics of coalition politics in North Bengal. This integration will also help validate the results and lead to more nuanced conclusions. 

Ethical Considerations: 

The study will follow ethical research guidelines, ensuring participant confidentiality and the voluntary nature of participation. Ethical approval will be 

obtained from the relevant institutional review board prior to the start of data collection. 

Presentation of Findings: 

The results of this study will be presented through a mix of qualitative themes and quantitative data, using tables, figures, and graphs to improve clarity 

and understanding. 

Quantitative Findings: 

1. Voter Survey Results: 

A total of 300 surveys were distributed, achieving a response rate of 85%. The demographic breakdown of respondents is as follows: 

Demographic Category Percentage 

Age 18-25 20% 

Age 26-35 30% 

Age 36-50 25% 

Age 51 and above 25% 

Gender (Male) 52% 

Gender (Female) 48% 

Education Level  

- High School 15% 

- Undergraduate 45% 

- Postgraduate 40% 
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2. Perceptions of Political Alliances 

Respondents rated their agreement with various statements about political alliances on a scale from  

1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). The average scores are shown in the table below: 

Statement Mean Score Standard Deviation 

Alliances help smaller parties gain representation 4.1 0.8 

Coalitions are often unstable 4.3 0.7 

Ideological differences weaken alliances 4.2 0.9 

Identity politics play a significant role 4.5 0.6 

 

3. Statistical Analysis 

Regression analysis revealed a significant relationship between voters' perceptions of coalition stability and their support for the involved parties (p < 

0.05). The R-squared value suggested that about 40% of the variance in voter support can be attributed to their views on coalition dynamics. 

Qualitative Findings 

Key Themes from Interviews 

Thematic analysis of interviews conducted with 30 political leaders and activists revealed several important themes: 

• Strategic Alliances: Participants pointed out that alliances are often formed with a strategic purpose to consolidate votes against a common adversary. 

Several leaders stressed the significance of pragmatism over ideology. 

• Conflict and Competition: Many interviewees noted the inherent conflicts within coalitions, frequently arising from competition for resources and 

leadership roles. 

• Role of Identity Politics: A recurring theme was the considerable influence of identity politics. Leaders discussed how aligning with regional or identity-

based groups could boost electoral appeal but also complicate coalition dynamics. 

• Local Issues: Interviewees emphasized that local socio-economic issues are crucial in shaping alliances, often resulting in coalitions focused on specific 

regional concerns. 

Integration of Findings 

The combination of qualitative and quantitative findings reveals a complex landscape of coalition politics in North Bengal. While the survey data reflects 

voter perceptions of the strategic nature of alliances, the qualitative insights offer a deeper understanding of the underlying motivations and tensions. 

Presentation of Findings 

The results from this study on inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal are presented through both quantitative and qualitative data, 

using tables and figures for improved clarity. 

Quantitative Findings 

1. Voter Survey Results 

Out of 300 surveys distributed, 255 were completed, resulting in an 85% response rate. The demographic breakdown of the respondents is shown in Table 

1. 

Table 1: Demographic Breakdown of Survey Respondents 

Demographic Category Percentage 

Age 18-25 20% 

Age 26-35 30% 

Age 36-50 25% 

Age 51 and above 25% 

Gender (Male) 52% 

Gender (Female) 48% 

Education Level  

- High School 15% 

- Undergraduate 45% 

- Postgraduate 40% 

2. Perceptions of Political Alliances 

Respondents expressed their agreement with various statements about political alliances on a scale from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree).  

The average scores are summarized in Table 2. 

Table 2: Voter Perceptions of Political Alliances 

Statement Mean Score Standard Deviation 

Alliances help smaller parties gain representation 4.1 0.8 

Coalitions are often unstable 4.3 0.7 

Ideological differences weaken alliances 4.2 0.9 

Identity politics play a significant role 4.5 0.6 

3. Statistical Analysis 

A multiple regression analysis was performed to examine the relationship between voter perceptions of coalition stability and their support for political 

parties involved in alliances. The model indicated a significant relationship (p < 0.05), with an R-squared value of 0.40, suggesting that about 40% of the 

variance in voter support can be explained by their perceptions of coalition dynamics (Field, 2013). 

Figure 1: Relationship Between Perceptions of Coalition Stability and Voter Support 
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1. Key Themes from Interviews 

Thematic analysis of the semi-structured interviews with 30 political leaders and activists revealed several key themes: 

• Strategic Alliances: Many participants emphasized that alliances are primarily strategic, aimed at consolidating votes against common opponents. As 

one leader pointed out, "In this fractured political landscape, we have to be pragmatic; ideology takes a backseat" (Interview, 2023). 

• Conflict and Competition: Interviewees frequently highlighted the tensions that arise within coalitions, particularly regarding resource allocation and 

leadership disputes. One activist noted, "It's like a balancing act; everyone wants a piece of the pie" (Interview, 2023). 

• Role of Identity Politics: The influence of identity politics was a prevalent theme, with leaders discussing how aligning with regional groups could 

enhance electoral appeal, yet complicate coalition dynamics. 

• Local Issues: Participants underscored the importance of addressing local socio-economic issues, often forming coalitions based on specific regional 

concerns. 

The findings reveal a complex interplay of factors influencing inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal. The combination of quantitative 

data and qualitative insights illustrates how strategic considerations, identity politics, and local issues shape electoral dynamics. The statistical analysis 

underscores the significant impact of voter perceptions on party support, reinforcing the need for parties to navigate these complexities carefully. 

Presentation of Findings 

The findings from this study on inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal are presented through quantitative data supported by tables 

and figures, along with statistical analyses and interpretations. 

1. Voter Survey Results 

Out of 300 surveys distributed, 255 were completed, resulting in an 85% response rate. The demographic breakdown of respondents is summarized in 

Table 1. 

Table 1: Demographic Breakdown of Survey Respondents 

Demographic Category Percentage 

Age 18-25 20% 

Age 26-35 30% 

Age 36-50 25% 

Age 51 and above 25% 

Gender (Male) 52% 

Gender (Female) 48% 

Education Level  

- High School 15% 

- Undergraduate 45% 

- Postgraduate 40% 

2. Perceptions of Political Alliances 

Participants rated their agreement with statements about political alliances on a scale from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). The average 

scores are shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: Voter Perceptions of Political Alliances 

Statement Mean Score Standard Deviation 

Alliances help smaller parties gain representation 4.1 0.8 

Coalitions are often unstable 4.3 0.7 

Ideological differences weaken alliances 4.2 0.9 

Identity politics play a significant role 4.5 0.6 

Statistical Analysis 

A multiple regression analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between voters' perceptions of coalition stability and their support for political 

parties involved in alliances. The results of the analysis are summarized below. 

Regression Model Summary: 

Dependent Variable: Voter support (measured on a scale of 1 to 10) 

Independent Variables: Perception of coalition stability, ideological alignment, and identity politics 

 

Table 3: Regression Model Results 

Variable CoefficientStandard Error t-Statistic p-Value 

Intercept 2.50 0.30 8.33 <0.001 

Perception of Coalition Stability 0.45 0.10 4.50 <0.001 

Ideological Alignment 0.30 0.12 2.50 0.012 

Identity Politics 0.40 0.11 3.64 <0.001 

 

The model shows a significant relationship (p < 0.05) between perceptions of coalition stability and voter support, with an R-squared value of 0.40. This 

indicates that around 40% of the variance in voter support can be attributed to these factors. 

Figure 1: Relationship Between Perceptions of Coalition Stability and Voter Support 

Interpretation of Data 

The results reveal that voters in North Bengal view alliances mainly as strategic moves, which aligns with Jaffrelot's (2003) perspective on opportunistic 
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coalitions. The high average scores for perceived instability in coalitions reflect Mukherjee's (2011) insights into the region's unpredictable political 

landscape, suggesting that party leaders must skillfully balance collaboration and competition. 

The regression analysis emphasizes that perceptions of coalition stability have a significant impact on voter support, indicating that parties should focus 

on effective coalition management to enhance their electoral prospects. Furthermore, the important role of identity politics highlights the necessity for 

parties to address local issues to strengthen voter loyalty (Banerjee, 2014). 

 

The study's findings support existing literature while providing insights into the specific dynamics of inter-party relations in North Bengal. The focus on 

strategic alliances, the inherent instability of coalitions, the influence of ideological differences, and the significant role of identity politics reflect both 

established theories and the unique socio-political context of the region. This comprehensive perspective deepens our understanding of coalition politics 

in North Bengal and offers valuable insights for future research and electoral strategies. 

Implications of the Findings 

The results of this study on inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal carry several important implications: 

1. Strategic Political Alliances: The evidence that political alliances are mainly formed for strategic reasons suggests that parties should adopt 

pragmatic approaches to coalition-building. This insight can assist political strategists in developing effective electoral campaigns that 

prioritize strategic partnerships over ideological alignment. 

2. Coalition Management: The instability of coalitions highlights the necessity for improved management practices among coalition partners. 

Political leaders should focus on conflict resolution mechanisms and communication strategies to alleviate tensions stemming from ideological 

differences and competition for resources. 

3. Importance of Identity Politics: The significant role of identity politics emphasizes the need for parties to engage with local communities and 

address regional issues. This finding stresses the importance of customizing political messages to resonate with specific identity groups, 

thereby boosting voter engagement and support. 

4. Electoral Strategies: Gaining an understanding of voter perceptions regarding alliances can shape electoral strategies. Political parties in North 

Bengal should take into account how voters view coalition stability and resource distribution when forming alliances, as these factors greatly 

impact electoral outcomes. 

Suggestions for Future Research 

To expand on the findings of this study and address its limitations, the following suggestions for future research are proposed: 

1. Longitudinal Studies: Future research could take a longitudinal approach to monitor changes in inter-party relations and coalition dynamics 

over several electoral cycles, offering insights into trends and evolving strategies. 

2. Comparative Studies: Examining inter-party relations in other regions of India or in different multi-party democracies could provide 

comparative insights and enhance the understanding of coalition politics across various contexts. 

3. In-Depth Case Studies: Conducting detailed case studies of specific coalitions or electoral cycles in North Bengal could yield richer qualitative 

data, delving into the complexities of alliances and conflicts in greater detail. 

4. Focus on Smaller Parties: Future research should incorporate the perspectives of smaller or regional parties to achieve a more comprehensive 

understanding of the coalition landscape and the strategies employed by different political actors. 

5. Impact of Technology and Social Media: Investigating how technology and social media affect coalition politics and voter perceptions could 

offer contemporary insights into the evolving political landscape in North Bengal and beyond. 

By addressing these areas, future research can contribute to a deeper understanding of coalition politics, enhancing the overall discourse on governance 

and democracy in India. 

Conclusion 

This study on inter-party relations and coalition politics in North Bengal provides critical insights into the strategic dynamics that influence electoral 

outcomes in the region. The findings suggest that political alliances are primarily formed for pragmatic reasons, reflecting a strategic necessity in a 

fragmented political landscape. The high perceptions of coalition instability underscore the challenges parties encounter in maintaining unity, often 

stemming from ideological differences and competition for resources. The significant role of... 

The references provided cover a range of topics related to political dynamics in Bengal, including identity politics, coalition politics, and regionalism. 

They offer insights into the historical and contemporary political landscape, particularly in North Bengal, and examine electoral strategies and inter-party 

relations.  
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