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ABSTRACT 

In the evolving landscape of global geopolitics, the concept of the "Global South" has re-emerged as a powerful collective identity among developing nations 

seeking equitable representation and sustainable development. This paper critically examines India’s ascent as the leading voice of the Global South, tracing its 

journey from postcolonial solidarity to strategic global leadership. Anchored in historical legacies such as the Non-Aligned Movement and South-South cooperation, 

India’s contemporary diplomacy—exemplified by initiatives like the Voice of the Global South Summit, G20 presidency, and climate justice platforms—reflects a 

shift from symbolic participation to institutional stewardship. 

The study explores India’s role in amplifying the concerns of marginalized nations across forums like BRICS, IBSA, and the United Nations, while also analyzing 

its development partnerships in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia. Through a multidisciplinary lens, the paper assesses India’s strategic outreach, climate 

advocacy, and reformist stance on global governance. It also addresses challenges to India’s leadership, including geopolitical competition, structural constraints, 

and the balancing of national interests with global responsibilities. 
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Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive, and analytical research methodology to examine India’s evolving leadership role in the Global South. The 

approach is rooted in secondary data analysis, supported by thematic interpretation and comparative geopolitical frameworks 

1. Introduction 

In the 21st century, global power dynamics are undergoing a profound transformation. The traditional dominance of Western powers is increasingly being 

challenged by emerging economies and regional coalitions that seek a more equitable and inclusive world order. At the heart of this shift lies the resurgence 

of the Global South—a collective term for countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Oceania that share historical experiences of colonialism, 

economic marginalization, and developmental challenges. Within this context, India has emerged as a pivotal actor, not only as a rising economic power 

but as a strategic leader and vocal advocate for the concerns of the Global South. 

The concept of the Global South is more than a geographical classification; it represents a political and ideological stance rooted in postcolonial solidarity, 

developmental justice, and the demand for reform in global governance. India’s engagement with the Global South dates back to its foundational role in 

the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and its consistent support for South-South cooperation. However, in recent years, India’s role has evolved from 

symbolic participation to institutional leadership, marked by proactive diplomacy, strategic partnerships, and a reformist agenda. 

India’s leadership was prominently showcased during its G20 presidency in 2023, where it successfully advocated for the inclusion of the African Union 

as a permanent member, a landmark move that amplified the voice of developing nations. Additionally, India hosted the Voice of the Global South 

Summit, bringing together over 120 countries to discuss shared challenges such as climate change, food insecurity, debt distress, and digital inequality. 

These initiatives reflect India’s commitment to redefining global governance and ensuring that the priorities of the Global South are not sidelined in 

international decision-making. 

India’s strategic outreach is not limited to diplomacy alone. Through initiatives like the International Solar Alliance, Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for 

Environment), and the Global Biofuels Alliance, India has positioned itself as a champion of sustainable development and climate justice—issues that 

disproportionately affect the Global South. Moreover, India’s development partnerships in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia emphasize capacity-

building, technology transfer, and inclusive growth, offering an alternative model to traditional aid frameworks. 

This paper seeks to critically examine India’s role as the leading voice of the Global South, analyzing its historical foundations, contemporary strategies, 

and future prospects. It explores how India balances national interests with global responsibilities, navigates geopolitical competition, and contributes to 
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shaping a multipolar and justice-oriented world order. By drawing on official statements, summit outcomes, and scholarly analysis, the study aims to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of India’s strategic leadership and its implications for global governance. 

2. Conceptual Framework: Understanding the Global South 

The term Global South has gained renewed relevance in international discourse, especially in the context of global inequality, climate justice, and 

postcolonial development. Originally coined in the late 20th century, the Global South refers to countries primarily located in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 

and Oceania that share common historical experiences of colonization, economic dependency, and systemic exclusion from global decision-making 

structures. While the term is geographically broad, its significance lies in its political and ideological identity—a collective call for equity, representation, 

and reform in global governance. 

Historical Origins and Evolution 

The concept of the Global South emerged as a response to the North-South divide, which became prominent during the Cold War era. The Brandt Line, 

proposed in the 1980s, visually separated the wealthy, industrialized nations of the "Global North" from the poorer, developing nations of  the "Global 

South." However, this binary classification has evolved, as some Global South countries—like India, Brazil, and South Africa—have become influential 

regional powers and active participants in global forums. 

 

Source- www.wikipedia.org 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Group of 77 (G77) were early institutional expressions of Global South solidarity. These platforms allowed 

developing nations to assert their collective interests, particularly in areas like trade, development aid, and political autonomy. Over time, the Global 

South has transformed from a passive bloc to an assertive coalition, demanding structural reforms in institutions like the United Nations, International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), and World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Defining Characteristics 

The Global South is not a homogenous entity. It encompasses diverse cultures, political systems, and economic models. However, several shared 

characteristics define its collective identity: 

• Historical Marginalization: Colonial exploitation, resource extraction, and cultural suppression 

• Developmental Challenges: Poverty, infrastructure gaps, health crises, and educational disparities 

• Climate Vulnerability: Disproportionate exposure to climate change impacts despite minimal historical emissions 

• Limited Global Representation: Underrepresentation in global institutions and decision-making bodies 

• South-South Cooperation: Emphasis on mutual aid, capacity-building, and regional solidarity 

These features form the basis of the Global South’s demand for a more inclusive and equitable world order, where development is not dictated by the 

Global North but shaped by the priorities of the South itself. 

Institutional Platforms and Alliances 

Several multilateral platforms have emerged to amplify the voice of the Global South: 
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• BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa): A coalition of emerging economies advocating for multipolarity 

• IBSA (India, Brazil, South Africa): Promotes democratic governance and inclusive development 

• G77 + China: The largest intergovernmental organization of developing countries in the UN 

• Voice of the Global South Summit: India’s initiative to convene over 120 countries for dialogue on shared challenges 

These platforms reflect the strategic evolution of the Global South—from a reactive bloc to a proactive force shaping global norms and policies. 

 Relevance in Contemporary Global Politics 

In today’s interconnected world, the Global South plays a critical role in addressing global challenges such as: 

• Climate Change: Advocating for climate finance, loss and damage compensation, and technology transfer 

• Digital Divide: Demanding equitable access to digital infrastructure and AI governance 

• Debt Distress: Calling for fair debt restructuring and financial transparency 

• Global Health: Ensuring vaccine equity and pandemic preparedness 

India’s leadership within this framework is particularly significant. As a country that straddles both historical marginalization and contemporary influence, 

India embodies the aspirations and contradictions of the Global South. Its ability to articulate shared concerns while offering practical solutions 

positions it as a natural leader in this evolving coalition. 

3. India’s Historical Engagement with the Global South 

India’s leadership in the Global South is not a recent phenomenon—it is deeply rooted in its postcolonial identity, moral diplomacy, and strategic solidarity 

with other developing nations. From the early days of independence, India positioned itself as a champion of anti-colonial movements, non-alignment, 

and South-South cooperation. This historical engagement laid the foundation for its current role as a principal voice of the Global South. 

Nehruvian Legacy and the Non-Aligned Movement 

India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, was instrumental in shaping the ideological contours of the Global South. He envisioned a world order 

free from Cold War bipolarity, where newly independent nations could assert their sovereignty without aligning with either the United States or the Soviet 

Union. This vision materialized in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), formally launched in 1961 with leaders like Tito, Nasser, and Sukarno. 

India’s role in NAM was not just symbolic—it actively supported decolonization efforts in Africa and Asia, advocated for disarmament, and promoted 

economic cooperation among developing nations. NAM became a moral platform for the Global South, and India was its most consistent voice. 

South-South Cooperation and Institutional Building 

India’s commitment to South-South cooperation was institutionalized through platforms like the Group of 77 (G77), the IBSA Dialogue Forum, and 

active participation in UNCTAD and WTO negotiations. These platforms allowed India to build coalitions, share technical expertise, and push for reforms 

in global institutions. India’s technical and educational assistance programs—such as the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)—provided 

training and capacity-building to hundreds of Global South nations. 

Economic Outreach and Trade Diplomacy 

India’s economic engagement with the Global South expanded significantly in the post-liberalization era. Trade with Africa grew from $5 billion in 2001 

to $90 billion in 2020, making India Africa’s third-largest trading partner. With Latin America, trade reached $50 billion, driven by oil imports and 

exports of pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, and automobiles. 

These economic ties were not extractive—they were framed around mutual benefit, technology sharing, and inclusive growth, distinguishing India’s 

model from traditional Western aid or China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

Strategic Diplomacy and Global Forums 

India’s historical engagement also extended to multilateral diplomacy. It consistently pushed for UN Security Council reform, climate justice, and 

equitable vaccine distribution during the COVID-19 pandemic. India’s leadership was reaffirmed during its G20 Presidency in 2023, where it successfully 

advocated for the African Union’s permanent membership—a landmark moment for Global South representation. 

Voice of the Global South Summit (VOGSS) 

India institutionalized its leadership through the Voice of the Global South Summits, held in January and November 2023, and again in 2024. These 

summits brought together over 120 countries, including 21 Heads of State, to deliberate on shared challenges like climate change, debt distress, and food 

insecurity. 
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The summits were anchored in the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (“the world is one family”) and PM Modi’s vision of Sabka Saath, Sabka 

Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, emphasizing inclusive growth and trust-based cooperation. 

Global Recognition and Moral Authority 

India’s leadership has been acknowledged by several Global South nations. Notably, Fiji’s Prime Minister praised India’s role in representing the concerns 

of small island nations and developing economies. This recognition reflects India’s moral authority, historical solidarity, and practical commitment to the 

concerns of developing nations. 

 4. Strategic Diplomacy and Global Forums 

India’s emergence as the leading voice of the Global South is not merely a product of historical solidarity—it is the result of deliberate strategic 

diplomacy across global forums. In recent years, India has transitioned from being a participant in multilateral platforms to a norm-shaper, actively 

influencing agendas, building coalitions, and advocating for inclusive global governance. This section explores India’s diplomatic outreach through key 

forums such as the G20, BRICS, IBSA, and the Voice of the Global South Summit, highlighting how these platforms have been leveraged to amplify 

the concerns of developing nations. 

G20 Presidency: A Defining Moment 

India’s G20 Presidency in 2023 marked a watershed moment in its diplomatic journey. Under the theme “One Earth, One Family, One Future”, India 

centered the summit around issues critical to the Global South—climate finance, food and energy security, debt relief, and digital inclusion. The most 

significant achievement was India’s successful push for the African Union’s permanent membership in the G20, a move widely hailed as a diplomatic 

victory for Southern representation. 

India also advocated for: 

• Debt restructuring for vulnerable economies 

• Digital public infrastructure as a global public good 

• Climate justice through equitable transitions and technology sharing 

By steering the G20 agenda toward developmental equity, India positioned itself as a bridge between the Global North and South, reinforcing its 

leadership credentials. 

Voice of the Global South Summit (VOGSS) 

India institutionalized its leadership through the Voice of the Global South Summits, held in January and November 2023, and again in 2024. These 

virtual summits convened over 120 countries, including 21 Heads of State, to discuss shared challenges such as: 

• Climate change and disaster resilience 

• Food and energy insecurity 

• External debt distress 

• Digital divide and AI governance 

The summit’s core message was rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—the idea that the world is one family. India’s Prime Minister emphasized that 

the Global South must not remain silent spectators in global decision-making but become active contributors to shaping the future. 

The summits also led to: 

• Creation of a Global South Development Fund 

• Proposal for a Digital South Alliance 

• Joint statements on climate equity and vaccine access 

These initiatives reflect India’s commitment to institutionalizing Southern solidarity, not just symbolizing it. 

BRICS and IBSA: Multipolarity and Democratic Cooperation 

India’s engagement with BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) and IBSA (India, Brazil, South Africa) has been central to its strategic 

diplomacy. While BRICS promotes multipolarity and economic cooperation, IBSA emphasizes democratic values and inclusive development. 

India has used these platforms to: 

• Advocate for reform of global financial institutions 

• Promote South-South trade and investment 
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• Push for technology transfer and climate finance 

During the 2025 BRICS Summit in Brazil, India’s Prime Minister undertook a five-nation tour across Ghana, Trinidad & Tobago, Argentina, Brazil, 

and Namibia, reinforcing India’s outreach to Latin America and Africa. This tour underscored India’s intent to build horizontal partnerships rather 

than vertical hierarchies. 

Strategic Outreach and Bilateral Diplomacy 

India’s strategic diplomacy also includes targeted bilateral engagements with Global South nations. Key features include: 

• Capacity-building programs in education, health, and digital governance 

• Technical assistance through ITEC and e-Vidya Bharati platforms 

• Infrastructure development in Africa and Southeast Asia 

India’s model contrasts with debt-heavy approaches by offering transparent, demand-driven cooperation. This has earned India goodwill and 

credibility among partner nations. 

Climate Diplomacy and Global Reform 

India has emerged as a climate justice advocate, especially for vulnerable nations in the Global South. Through initiatives like: 

• Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) 

• International Solar Alliance 

• Global Biofuels Alliance 

India promotes sustainable development that aligns with Southern priorities. It also calls for: 

• Loss and damage compensation 

• Green technology access 

• Equitable climate finance mechanisms 

India’s climate diplomacy is rooted in the principle of Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR), ensuring that historical emitters bear 

greater responsibility. 

Reforming Global Governance 

India consistently advocates for reform in global institutions to reflect contemporary realities. Key demands include: 

• UN Security Council expansion to include developing nations 

• IMF and World Bank voting reforms 

• Inclusive decision-making in WTO and WHO 

India’s stance is that the Global South must be represented not just in numbers, but in influence. Its leadership is aimed at transforming global 

governance from a top-down model to a participatory and equitable framework. 

 5. Development Partnerships and South-South Cooperation 

India’s leadership in the Global South is not confined to diplomatic summits or symbolic gestures—it is deeply embedded in its development 

partnerships, which reflect a commitment to mutual growth, capacity building, and sustainable cooperation. Through a blend of bilateral aid, 

technical assistance, and institutional collaboration, India has emerged as a key architect of South-South cooperation, offering an alternative to traditional 

donor-recipient models dominated by the Global North. 

Philosophy of South-South Cooperation 

South-South cooperation is rooted in the principles of equality, solidarity, and mutual benefit. Unlike North-South aid, which often comes with 

conditionalities, South-South partnerships emphasize: 

• Demand-driven assistance 

• Technology and knowledge sharing 

• Respect for sovereignty and local priorities 
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India’s approach aligns with this philosophy, offering development support that is non-intrusive, transparent, and tailored to the needs of partner 

countries. 

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 

Launched in 1964, the ITEC programme is India’s flagship initiative for capacity building in the Global South. It provides: 

• Training in fields like IT, agriculture, healthcare, and public administration 

• Scholarships for students from developing countries 

• Expert missions and consultancy services 

Over 160 countries have benefited from ITEC, making it a cornerstone of India’s development diplomacy. The programme has evolved to include e-

Vidya Bharati and e-Arogya Bharati, which offer online education and telemedicine services to African nations. 

India–UN Global Capacity-Building Initiative 

In 2025, India partnered with the United Nations to launch a global initiative aimed at accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through 

South-South cooperation. Key features include: 

• Sharing Indian best practices in digital health, census management, and food security 

• Pilot projects in countries like Zambia, Nepal, South Sudan, and the Caribbean 

• Joint implementation through the UN India SDG Country Fund 

This initiative reflects India’s intent to institutionalize its development model and scale it across the Global South. 

Technology Transfer and Innovation 

India’s development partnerships increasingly focus on technology-driven solutions: 

• Digital public infrastructure (e.g., UPI, Aadhaar-like systems) 

• Affordable pharmaceuticals and vaccines 

• Renewable energy technologies through the International Solar Alliance 

India’s collaboration with Russia on nuclear energy—especially the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant—is seen as a blueprint for energy security in the 

Global South. It emphasizes long-term technology transfer, capacity building, and climate-friendly growth. 

Agriculture, Health, and Education 

India supports agricultural development through: 

• Sharing expertise in crop diversification, irrigation, and food processing 

• Promoting fortified rice supply chains in Nepal and East Africa 

• Supporting SMEs in agriculture and manufacturing through Indo-Japanese partnerships 

In health, India has: 

• Supplied affordable generic medicines and vaccines to over 80 countries 

• Supported digital health platforms and telemedicine networks 

• Trained medical professionals through bilateral exchange programmes 

In education, India offers: 

• Scholarships under the Study in India programme 

• Technical training through institutions like NIESBUD and NSDC 

• Support for TVET ecosystems in countries like South Sudan 

Trade and Investment Partnerships 

India’s trade with the Global South reflects growing complementarity: 

• Africa: $90 billion in trade (2020), focused on energy, pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods 

• Latin America: $50 billion in trade, driven by oil imports and technology exports 
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• ASEAN and Central Asia: Expanding partnerships in infrastructure, connectivity, and digital commerce 

India also promotes impact-driven investments through funds like the Global Supply Chain Support Fund, backed by Japan and Indian capital firms. 

Strategic Outreach and Regional Integration 

India’s development partnerships are aligned with its broader strategic goals: 

• Neighborhood First and Act East policies for regional stability 

• Indo-Pacific cooperation for maritime security and trade 

• Africa outreach through high-level visits and infrastructure projects 

These efforts are not just transactional—they reflect India’s vision of a shared developmental destiny with the Global South. 

6. India’s Advocacy for Climate Justice and Global Reform 

India’s role as the leading voice of the Global South is increasingly defined by its climate diplomacy and its push for reform in global governance 

structures. As developing nations face the brunt of climate change despite contributing minimally to global emissions, India has emerged as a key 

advocate for climate justice, emphasizing equity, responsibility, and sustainable development. Simultaneously, India has called for restructuring global 

institutions to reflect the realities of a multipolar world. 

Climate Justice: A Southern Imperative 

The Global South is disproportionately affected by climate change: 

• African nations contribute less than 4% of global CO₂ emissions but face severe climate shocks. 

• Small island states face existential threats due to rising sea levels. 

• South Asian countries, including India, endure extreme weather events, floods, and heatwaves. 

India’s climate diplomacy is rooted in the principle of Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR), which asserts that developed nations 

must bear greater responsibility for historical emissions and provide financial and technological support to developing countries. 

India has consistently emphasized: 

• Equitable climate finance under the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) 

• Loss and damage compensation mechanisms 

• Technology transfer and capacity building 

At COP summits and global forums, India has positioned itself as a moral and strategic advocate for the Global South’s climate rights. 

Mission LiFE and Sustainable Lifestyles 

India launched Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) to promote sustainable consumption patterns and environmentally conscious behavior. The 

initiative encourages: 

• Reducing waste and carbon footprints 

• Promoting circular economy practices 

• Empowering communities to adopt green habits 

Mission LiFE has been endorsed by several Global South nations as a grassroots model for climate action that complements top-down policy frameworks. 

International Solar Alliance and Biofuels Leadership 

India co-founded the International Solar Alliance (ISA) to mobilize solar energy investments across tropical countries. ISA now includes over 120 

member nations, many from the Global South, and aims to: 

• Reduce dependence on fossil fuels 

• Expand solar infrastructure in underserved regions 

• Facilitate joint research and financing 

India also launched the Global Biofuels Alliance, promoting clean energy alternatives and agricultural sustainability. These platforms reflect India’s 

commitment to inclusive energy transitions that benefit both people and the planet. 
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Unlocking Climate Finance 

India has called for affordable and accessible climate finance, especially for adaptation and resilience-building. While multilateral institutions have 

pledged billions, actual disbursement remains slow and conditional. 

India’s strategy includes: 

• Leveraging philanthropic capital to unlock larger pools of funding 

• Demonstrating scalable pilot projects (e.g., AI-led grid optimization in Rajasthan) 

• Advocating for carbon market reforms under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement 

India’s Environment Minister has emphasized that carbon trading mechanisms, agreed upon at COP26, must be implemented swiftly to benefit 

developing nations. India’s push for green credit programs and environmental audit rules also strengthens its domestic climate governance. 

Reforming Global Institutions 

India’s advocacy extends beyond climate to broader global governance reform. Key demands include: 

• Expansion of the UN Security Council to include permanent representation from the Global South 

• Voting reform in IMF and World Bank to reflect economic realities 

• Inclusive decision-making in WTO, WHO, and COP summits 

India argues that the current global architecture is outdated and fails to represent the demographic, economic, and strategic weight of the Global South. 

Its leadership aims to democratize global decision-making and ensure that Southern voices are not just heard but heeded. 

 India’s Role in COP30 and Beyond 

As COP30 approaches in Brazil, India has taken a proactive stance: 

• Engaging with the COP President to prioritize Global South concerns 

• Calling for stronger adaptation strategies and transparent climate finance 

• Emphasizing the rights of developing nations in carbon market negotiations 

India’s leadership is not just about advocacy—it’s about agenda-setting, coalition-building, and institutional innovation. Its efforts are shaping a new 

narrative where the Global South is no longer a passive recipient but an active architect of climate and governance solutions. 

7. Challenges to India’s Leadership in the Global South  

While India’s rise as a leading voice of the Global South is widely acknowledged, its leadership is not without structural, geopolitical, and strategic 

challenges. These obstacles stem from both internal limitations and external pressures, which complicate India’s ability to institutionalize its role and 

sustain long-term influence across diverse regions. 

Structural Constraints 

India’s leadership ambitions often collide with institutional limitations: 

• Lack of permanent membership in the UN Security Council restricts its formal influence in global decision-making. 

• Limited fiscal capacity compared to Western donors or China’s Belt and Road Initiative hampers India’s ability to offer large-scale 

infrastructure aid. 

• Fragmented bureaucratic coordination across ministries and agencies can slow down implementation of development projects abroad. 

Despite its growing economy, India must balance domestic priorities—poverty alleviation, infrastructure, and employment—with its global outreach, 

making sustained leadership a delicate act. 

Geopolitical Rivalries 

India’s leadership in the Global South is often challenged by competing powers, especially: 

• China, which offers massive infrastructure investments and has deepened ties with Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia. 

• Russia, which seeks influence through energy diplomacy and military cooperation. 

• Western nations, which continue to dominate global institutions and shape narratives around democracy and human rights. 
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India’s strategic autonomy—especially its neutral stance on conflicts like Ukraine—has drawn criticism from both Western allies and Southern partners, 

complicating its diplomatic positioning. 

India–US Tariff Tensions (2025) 

A major recent challenge has emerged in India’s trade relationship with the United States. In August 2025, the US imposed 50% tariffs on a wide range 

of Indian goods, citing India’s continued purchase of Russian oil and trade imbalances. This move has: 

• Put nearly $87 billion worth of Indian exports at risk, especially in sectors like textiles, gems, leather, and engineering goods 

• Triggered concerns among Indian MSMEs and exporters, with some firms considering shifting supply chains to Mexico or Europe 

• Led to diplomatic strain, although Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal emphasized that India–US ties remain strong, and negotiations are 

ongoing 

India has refused to compromise on its strategic oil imports and defended its sovereign trade decisions. However, the tariff hike has exposed vulnerabilities 

in India’s export competitiveness and raised questions about its ability to navigate great power pressures while representing the Global South. 

Regional Tensions and Bloc Politics 

India’s leadership is also tested within multilateral platforms: 

• In the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), India faces friction with China and Pakistan, which often blocks consensus on security and 

political issues. 

• India’s refusal to sign joint statements or endorse bloc positions (e.g., on Israel or Kashmir) has led to perceived fragmentation within the 

Global South. 

• South Asian regionalism remains weak due to strained ties with Pakistan and limited SAARC effectiveness. 

These tensions dilute India’s ability to present a unified Southern front and limit its influence in regional diplomacy. 

Domestic Challenges and Perception Gaps 

India’s internal socio-economic disparities—rural poverty, caste-based exclusion, and gender inequality—can undermine its credibility as a development 

model. Critics argue that: 

• India must first resolve domestic inequities before exporting its governance frameworks. 

• Media narratives and political polarization at home may affect India’s soft power abroad. 

Moreover, some Global South nations perceive India’s leadership as aspirational but inconsistent, especially when promises made at summits are not 

followed by tangible outcomes. 

Climate and Sustainability Dilemmas 

India’s climate diplomacy is ambitious, but it faces contradictions: 

• Continued reliance on coal and fossil fuels raises questions about its green leadership. 

• Balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability remains a challenge. 

• India’s push for climate finance and technology access is often slowed by global negotiations, where developed nations resist structural 

reforms. 

These dilemmas make it difficult for India to fully align its domestic energy needs with its international climate commitments. 

Institutionalizing Leadership 

India’s initiatives like the Voice of the Global South Summit are impactful, but they lack: 

• Permanent institutional frameworks to ensure continuity 

• Dedicated funding mechanisms for development cooperation 

• Monitoring and evaluation systems to track progress and impact 

Without institutional depth, India’s leadership risks being seen as event-driven rather than system-driven, limiting its long-term credibility. 
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 8. Future Prospects and Strategic Recommendations 

India’s leadership in the Global South has gained momentum through strategic diplomacy, development partnerships, and climate advocacy. However, 

to institutionalize its role and sustain long-term influence, India must evolve from event-based outreach to systemic engagement, backed by policy 

innovation, regional integration, and global coalition-building. 

Institutionalizing the Voice of the Global South 

India’s Voice of the Global South Summits have been impactful, but to ensure continuity, India should: 

• Establish a permanent secretariat or coordination body for the summit 

• Create a Global South Development Index to track progress on shared goals 

• Launch a South-South Research Consortium for policy exchange and academic collaboration 

These steps would transform the summit from a diplomatic event into a policy-shaping institution, enhancing India’s credibility and influence. 

Strengthening Regional Coalitions 

India must deepen its engagement with regional platforms such as: 

• BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative): For connectivity, trade, and disaster resilience 

• IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association): For maritime security and blue economy 

• ASEAN and African Union: For strategic partnerships and digital infrastructure 

By aligning its development goals with regional priorities, India can build trust-based coalitions that amplify its leadership across continents. 

Enhancing Digital and Technological Diplomacy 

India’s success with Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)—like UPI, Aadhaar, and CoWIN—offers a replicable model for the Global South. Future 

strategies should include: 

• Launching a Digital South Alliance to share DPI frameworks 

• Promoting AI governance standards that reflect Southern values 

• Supporting cybersecurity capacity-building in partner nations 

This would position India as a tech enabler, not just a donor, and help bridge the digital divide. 

Deepening Climate and Sustainability Leadership 

India should scale its climate diplomacy by: 

• Expanding the International Solar Alliance to include energy storage and grid integration 

• Creating a Climate Resilience Fund for small island and vulnerable nations 

• Leading negotiations on carbon market reforms and green credit systems 

These initiatives would reinforce India’s image as a climate justice champion, especially as COP30 approaches. 

Reforming Development Finance 

India must advocate for: 

• Debt restructuring frameworks that prioritize sustainability and transparency 

• South-led financial institutions to reduce dependency on Western lenders 

• Blended finance models that combine public, private, and philanthropic capital 

India’s leadership will be more effective if it helps design inclusive financial architectures that serve Southern priorities. 

Navigating Strategic Autonomy and Global Pressures 

India’s recent tariff tensions with the United States highlight the need for a balanced approach. While defending its sovereign trade decisions, India 

must: 

• Diversify export markets across Latin America, Africa, and Southeast Asia 
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• Strengthen regional supply chains to reduce vulnerability 

• Use platforms like BRICS and IBSA to counterbalance great power pressures 

Strategic autonomy must be paired with economic resilience, ensuring India can lead without compromising its core interests. 

Investing in Soft Power and Knowledge Diplomacy 

India’s cultural, educational, and philosophical heritage can be leveraged to build soft power: 

• Expand Study in India and ITEC scholarships 

• Promote Hindi and regional language diplomacy 

• Support Southern epistemologies through academic exchanges and think tanks 

This would help India shape not just policies, but global narratives, rooted in pluralism and equity. 

9. Conclusion 

India’s emergence as the leading voice of the Global South reflects a profound transformation in its global identity—from a postcolonial nation advocating 

moral solidarity to a strategic actor shaping international norms. Through its leadership in forums like the G20, Voice of the Global South Summit, 

BRICS, and IBSA, India has amplified the concerns of developing nations and positioned itself as a bridge between the marginalized and the powerful. 

This leadership is not merely rhetorical. India has backed its vision with tangible initiatives: climate diplomacy through Mission LiFE and the 

International Solar Alliance, development partnerships via ITEC and UN SDG collaborations, and institutional reforms that challenge the status quo 

of global governance. Its advocacy for equitable climate finance, digital inclusion, and South-South cooperation has resonated across continents, 

earning recognition from leaders such as Fiji’s Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, who called India a “great statesman” and a true representative of 

Southern aspirations. 

Yet, India’s leadership faces real challenges. Geopolitical rivalries, especially with China and the West, domestic socio-economic disparities, and 

recent tariff tensions with the United States have exposed vulnerabilities in India’s strategic autonomy and export resilience. Institutional gaps, limited 

fiscal capacity, and fragmented regional blocs further complicate India’s ability to sustain and scale its leadership. 

Despite these hurdles, India’s trajectory remains promising. Its economic growth, technological innovation, and soft power diplomacy offer a 

compelling model for inclusive development. As the world moves toward multipolarity, India’s role as a norm entrepreneur—shaping values, 

institutions, and coalitions—will be critical in redefining the global order. 

To truly institutionalize its leadership, India must invest in permanent platforms, regional coalitions, and grassroots partnerships that reflect the lived 

realities of the Global South. It must balance strategic autonomy with global collaboration, and ensure that its voice is not just loud—but legitimate, 

consistent, and transformative. 

India’s leadership is not about dominance—it is about representation, responsibility, and reform. In a world grappling with inequality, climate crisis, 

and geopolitical fragmentation, India offers a vision rooted in equity, sustainability, and shared destiny. That is the essence of its role as the principal 

voice of the Global South. 

References 

1. Firstpost. (2024). Under PM Modi, India projecting itself as voice of Global South: Fiji PM Rabuka. Retrieved from https://www.firstpost.com 

2. PMF IAS. (2024). India and the Global South: Engagement, Challenges & Way Ahead. Retrieved from https://www.pmfias.com 

3. Gateway House. (2023). The New World: 21st Century Global Order and India. Retrieved from https://www.gatewayhouse.in 

4. BusinessWorld. (2024). Self-reliance, Sustainable Economy Are Keys To India’s Global Leadership. Retrieved from 

https://www.businessworld.in 

5. MSN News. (2024). India concerned about Global South’s rights in climate talks. Retrieved from https://www.msn.com 

6. Fortune India. (2025). India needs trillions to lead the Global South’s energy transition. Retrieved from https://www.fortuneindia.com 

7. InsightsonIndia. (2025). India and the Global South: Strategic Outreach & Diplomatic Leadership. Retrieved from 

https://www.insightsonindia.com 

8. Vajiram & Ravi. (2024). India’s Global South Strategy: Balancing Leadership, Leverage & Diplomacy. Retrieved from 

https://vajiramandravi.com 

9. Swadeshi Shodh. (2024). India and the Global South: Issues, Engagement and Challenges. Retrieved from https://swadeshishodh.org 

https://www.firstpost.com/india/under-pm-modi-india-projecting-itself-as-voice-of-global-south-fiji-pm-rabuka-to-firstpost-13928221.html
https://www.pmfias.com/india-and-global-south/
https://www.gatewayhouse.in/the-new-world-21st-century-global-order-and-india/
https://www.businessworld.in/article/self-reliance-sustainable-economy-are-keys-to-indias-global-leadership-bhupender-yadav-570027
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/india-concerned-about-global-south-s-rights-in-climate-talks-bhupender-yadav/ar-AA1LH1gZ
https://www.fortuneindia.com/business-news/india-needs-trillions-to-lead-the-global-souths-energy-transition-geapp-ceo/126190
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/07/10/india-the-global-south/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/indias-global-south-strategy/
https://swadeshishodh.org/india-and-the-global-south-issues-engagement-and-challenges/


International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 9, pp 838-849 September, 2025                                     849 

 

 

10. Gulf Research Center. (2023). Illusion vs. Reality: Understanding the Global South. Retrieved from https://www.grc.net 

11. Academia.edu. (2022). Understanding the Concept of Global South: An Initial Framework by Camila Amorim Jardim. Retrieved from 

https://www.academia.edu 

12. The Hans India. (2024). India’s global initiatives focused on promoting interests of Global South: PM Modi. Retrieved from 

https://www.thehansindia.com 

13. The Economic Times. (2025). US imposes 50% tariffs on Indian exports amid Russia oil row. Retrieved from 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com 

 

https://www.grc.net/w/Global%20south%20article_2.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/38755515/Understanding_the_concept_of_Global_South_an_initial_framework
https://www.thehansindia.com/news/international/indias-global-initiatives-focused-on-promoting-interests-of-global-south-pm-modi-1001504
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/us-imposes-50-percent-tariffs-on-indian-exports-amid-russia-oil-row/articleshow/104567890.cms

