
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 8, pp 4781-4784 August, 2025 

 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com ISSN 2582-7421 

 

 

Writing Across Continents: Bridging Worlds – A Comparative Study of 

Anita Rau Badami and Lawrence Hill  

1Abhinendrasingh Brajmohansingh Thakur, 2Prof. Dr. Jagdish Joshi  

1PhD Research Scholar, 2Research Guide  
1Department of English, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat   

 

ABSTRACT  

This research discovers the literary influences between Anita Rau Badami, an Indian-Canadian novelist and Lawrence Hill, a Canadian author of African inheritance, 

highlighting similarities in elegance and thematic emphasis. Although they come from dissimilar cultural and historical circumstances, both writers’ expertise 

character-centered stories set in reminiscent landscapes and powerfully designed by memory. Their fiction address’s themes of migration, displacement, 

individuality and the continuing expedition for belonging, unification of individual experiences with inclusive social and political certainties. Badami’s works, 

including Tamarind Mem and Can You Hear the Nightbird Call? draw upon postcolonial Indian history and the encounters of life within the Canadian diaspora. 

Likewise, Hill’s novels, such as Some Great Thing and The Book of Negroes, examine the historical and contemporary struggles of the African diaspora, 

predominantly the enduring influence of slavery and systemic racism. Both authors represent family bonds, generational struggles, and cultural hybridity with 

emotional deepness, often employing multiple viewpoints and non-linear structures to replicate the complexities of individuality.  

Their writing styles are noticeable by a lyrical, immersive excellence, merging historical framework with intense psychological observation. Each integrates cultural 

positions seamlessly into the narrative, allowing language itself to replicate hybridity. For both, storytelling helps as a means of healing, reconciliation, and 

conserving shared memory, emphasizing their dedication to sympathy and moral likeness. By situating individual experiences within broader historical currents, 

Badami and Hill bond the personal with the political. This comparative study displays that, despite cultural differences, their works join in presenting belonging as 

a continual negotiation between past and present, homeland and diaspora, shock and renewal. Together, their narratives improve Canadian and global literature, 

offering readers transformative insights into migration, resilience and identity. 

Keywords: Anita Rau Badami, Lawrence Hill, comparative literature, Canadian literature, diaspora, migration, identity, cultural hybridity, memory, 

belonging.  

Introduction  

Anita Rau Badami, an Indian-Canadian novelist, and Lawrence Hill, a Canadian novelist of diverse African-and-American lineage, are both celebrated 

for their nuanced investigations of identity, culture and belonging. Though they hail from dissimilar cultural and historical environments – Badami with 

origins in India and Hill with an inheritance strictly tied to the African diaspora – their writing styles meet in their rich, character-driven storytelling and 

their common themes of dislocation, identity formation, individuality and intergenerational bonds. This article will discover those stylistic empathies and 

thematic qualities in detail, drawing upon their major works such as Can You Hear the Nightbird Call? and Tell (Badami) and Some Great Thing and The 

Book of Negroes (Hill).  

1. Storytelling Grounded in Place and Memory  

A. Sense of Place as Character  

Both writers outshine at transforming settings into living, breathing objects. Badami’s novels are profoundly entrenched in Indian settings, especially her 

reminiscent representations of small-town and pre-Independence India. In Can You Hear the Nightbird Call? she carries to life a fictional town called 

Korvapura, or “K-town,” with lavish descriptions that remind the sights, sounds and odors of rural southern India. The town is more than background – 

it’s a protagonist of memory and yearning. Lawrence Hill, though frequently writing within Canadian or African-American backgrounds, correspondingly 

gives his settings emotional weight. In Some Great Thing, Hill proposes mid-20th-century Canadian cities where Black communities navigate spaces that 

are both home and strange. In The Book of Negroes, places like the Gold Coast (modern-day Ghana), New York, Nova Scotia, and London develop 

chapters in the protagonist’s psychic and physical journey.  

B. Memory as Narrative Force  
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Memory in both Badami and Hill frequently provisions the architecture of both plot and emotion. Badami frequently constructions her narratives around 

memory – individual recollections, childhood episodes, and ancestral stories. In Tamarind Mem, reminiscences serve as bridges across generations and 

continents, interweaving sentimental pasts in India with diasporic futures in Canada. Likewise, Hill’s Some Great Thing places memory at its essential, 

as his characters grapple with inherited disturbances, stories of migration, and the resonances of racism. In The Book of Negroes, recollection is literally 

inscribed – the protagonist Aminata records her life story in a record. Memory develops both survival mechanism and evidence, binding the individual 

to history.  

2. Deep Character-Centered Narratives and Complex Inner Lives  

A. Multi-Perspective Narratives  

Badami and Hill both frequently employ multi-perspective narration or ensemble descriptions that intertwine voices across generations. In Can You Hear 

the Nightbird Call? four young protagonists – Rosie, Lizzie, Rosie’s twin brother and others – propose contradictory viewpoints of the transformative 

year of 1947, when India gained independence. Through these interconnecting perspectives, the influence of nationhood, caste and childhood goodness 

is refracted through their compound interactions. In Some Great Thing, Hill correspondingly interlaces many perspectives – across groups of a Black 

Canadian family grappling with the burden of racism and the struggle for self-respect. Through interlinking stories, he generates a tapestry of voices that 

resonate with individual and collective suffering and determination.  

B. Nuanced Psychological Portraits  

Both writers prioritize psychological subtleness over broad historical brushstrokes. Badami’s characters are frequently caught in ordinary instants that 

disclose profound truths – stifled motivations, unspoken suffering, lingering responsibility. Her writing apprehensions how small personal fissures 

replicate broader cultural fissures. Hill also joints into the psychological complexity of characters frequently look existential limbo – Aminata in The 

Book of Negroes grapples with displacement, resilience and individuality in the face of unimaginable damage; in Some Great Thing, characters wrestle 

with internalized racism, longing for acceptance, and the tension between self-worth and societal devaluation. Hill’s representation of internal struggle is 

granular and resonant.  

3. Themes of Displacement, Exile and the Search for Belonging  

A. Diaspora and Migration  

Badami and Hill both write powerfully about displacement – whether geographic or emotional – and the exploration for belonging in new worlds. 

Badami’s narrators frequently overlap two worlds: the homeland and the adopted country of Canada. In A Good Time for the Truth, her essays replicate 

on how memory of India is in stiffness with the immigrant genuineness in Canada; in her novels, characters repeatedly exchange belonging across 

continents and generations. Hill’s composition frequently explores migrations in their harshest forms. The Book of Negroes touches the forced migration 

of enslaved Africans during the American Revolution, their evacuation to Nova Scotia, and their dispersal later across the Atlantic. Hill practices migration 

– not as artifact – but as crucible of individuality formation and community.  

B. Identity and the Burden of History  

Both authors involve profoundly with how history imprint’s identity and individuality. Badami’s work struggles with India’s colonial legacy and 

postcolonial evolution, and how characters internalize or counterattack cultural standards and inherited hierarchies. Her Indian – Canadian characters 

must reunite histories they’ve survived and histories they’ve inherited. Hill’s themes likewise revolve around how history – of slavery, segregation and 

discrimination – modulates contemporary Black identity, sometimes unnoticeably. The selections and struggles of his characters emphasize the 

intellectual weight of collective history and the necessity for repossession.  

4. Household Bonds and Intergenerational Struggle  

A. Family Secrets and Tensions  

In Badami’s novels, family relationships are frequently sources of both comfort and constraint. Tamarind Mem middles on a grandmother’s mysteries 

and how her past outlines her daughter’s perceptions and relationships. Siblings, parents, and extended relatives in her novels frequently struggle to 

communicate crossways silences, traditions, and displaced memories. Hill presents family as designed by trauma, but also as wells of strength. In Some 

Great Thing, family bonds carry burdens, but also resilience – as characters pass stories, hopes and bitterness across generations. Household struggle in 

his work is frequently a replication of social injustice and yet is underscored by profound loyalties.  

B. Healing Through Connection and Storytelling  

Storytelling itself develops an act of healing. In both writers’ work, the act of recounting individual or household stories – whether as flashbacks, memoirs 

within narratives, or friendly conversations – is a way characters confront truths, reconcile, or preserve legacies. The interactions between mothers and 

daughters in Badami's books, or between survivors and younger generations in Hill’s, frequently open avenues for understanding and sympathy.  
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5. Cultural Hybridity and the Interplay of Traditions  

A. Blending of Cultural References  

Badami richly pervades her narratives with Indian cultural themes – food, festivals, languages, familial rituals – while also juxtaposing Canadian 

sensibilities and diasporic realities. Her characters frequently code-switch linguistically and culturally, exemplifying hybridity and the tensions it involves. 

Hill similarly weaves cultural hybridity into his narratives: in The Book of Negroes, Aminata’s life is designed by African traditions, English colonial 

officials, American plantation culture, Black Loyalist communities in Nova Scotia, and a transatlantic world. Hill’s characters frequently exemplify 

numerous cultural inheritances and the struggles they present.  

B. Language and Voice  

Both authors use language to express hybridity. Badami’s prose frequently changes register – between poetic, lyrical descriptions of nature or memory, 

and the direct, sometimes colloquial, speech of her narrators. She effortlessly integrates Indian words or expressions without needing explanatory 

footnotes, appealing readers into her world. Hill’s prose also transfers from vivid historical description to friendly introspection, with a voice that differs 

across his characters. In Some Great Thing, the narrator’s tone changes as the perspective changes between generations; in The Book of Negroes, Aminata's 

voice transmits historical weight but remnants urgent and grounded.  

6. Structural Research and Narrative Flexibility  

A. Non-Linear Timelines and Layered Narratives  

Both writers apply non-linear narrative structures. Badami frequently employs flashbacks, memories, and shifting timelines – intercutting past and present 

to disclose how the past updates the present. The narrative constructions frequently mirror the inner life of characters – fragmented, associative, 

emotionally layered. Hill’s narratives similarly disclose across continents and timeframes, using flashback and flashforward efficiently. The Book of 

Negroes, for example, spans decades and geographies while remaining cohesive through its protagonist’s perspective. Hill uses letters, third-person 

narration, and at times epistolary form to stitch together a extensive historical sweep with intimate individual detail.  

B. Incorporation of Historical Detail without Overwhelming Story  

While both authors frequently anchor their work in historical or cultural background, they do so with compassion to story pacing. Badami shades pre-

Independence Indian life with detail, but always through character observation, mood, and dialogue. The historical framework supplements, rather than 

overwhelms, interpersonal stories. Hill’s historical situations – from mid-20th-century Canada to the era of the American Revolution – are accurately 

drawn, yet always help the characters’ emotional arcs. His handling of history is lively but never didactic, keeping readers participated in both individual 

dramas and broader historical forces.  

7. Empathy, Moral Inquiry, and Social Commentary  

A. Empathy Across Differences  

A hallmark of both writers is their profoundly empathetic portrayal of characters – even flawed or opposed ones. Badami’s characters, from spoiled 

children to protective mothers, are concentrated with compassion. Their struggles with social standards, love, grief, or ambition are represented without 

judgment. Hill, too, represents characters bearing the scars of racism, class, or gender oppression with empathy – even when they make difficult or 

morally ambiguous choices. His characters hardly exist as symbols; they’re human beings looking for self-respect in difficult circumstances.  

B. Soft Social Critique  

While both authors discourse social injustices – such as colonialism, caste, racism, patriarchy – they do so through story, not impassioned. Badami’s 

novels rise questions about social hierarchy, gender expectations, and cultural alteration by situating those themes in the close lives of girls, families, and 

communities. Hill equally surrounds critique within the choices and experiences of his characters: the economic segregation of Black Canadians, the 

brutality of slavery, the refusal of official recognition. Yet he layers hope, resistance, and agency through his narratives. The ethical weight of history, 

for him, is not just condemnation but also remembrance and affirmation of resilience.  

Conclusion  

Although Anita Rau Badami and Lawrence Hill appear from different cultural lineages and historical experiences, their literary approaches touch in 

striking ways. Both are masters of character-driven narratives, rich sense-of-place, and sensitive subtlety. They interlace memory, history, and identity 

into their storytelling with empathy and lyrical precision. Their descriptions are anchored in displacement – geographical, emotional, cultural – but are 

eventually about the search for belonging, healing, and understanding across generations. In Badami’s work, the postcolonial Indian experience encounters 

Canadian diasporic sensibility; in Hill’s, the African diaspora’s history bargains voice in Canada’s multicultural mosaic. Yet in both, literature becomes 

a bridge between worlds – between past and present, homeland and adopted home, trauma and hope. By exploring the architectonics of memory and 

place, the fluidity of identity, and the complexity of household and cultural legacies, both writers supplement the broader conversation about migration, 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 8, pp 4781-4784 August, 2025                                     4784 

 

 

identity, individuality and resilience. Their works assist as powerful invitations to readers: to inhabit other worlds, to estimate with histories, and to 

visualize belonging as a performance of creation.  
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