
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 8, pp 35-39 August 2025 

 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com ISSN 2582-7421 

 

Solid Waste Management 

Surendra Kumar Dewangan
*1

, Dr.Ajay Kumar Gupta
*2

, Mr.Tarun Prasad Sonwani
*3

 

1M.Tech. Student, Department of Health Safety and Environmental Engineering, Shri Rawatpura  Sarkar University, Raipur (C.G) 
2Associate Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Shri Rawatpura Sarkar University, Raipur (C.G) 
3Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Shri Rawatpura Sarkar University, Raipur (C.G) 

 

ABSTRACT 

Solid waste management (SWM) is a critical environmental and public health concern that requires a systematic approach to minimize its negative 

impact on ecosystems and human well-being. The rapid growth of urbanization, industrialization, and population leads to an increase in waste 

generation, posing significant challenges to municipalities and governments worldwide. Effective waste management involves a comprehensive 

framework, including waste minimization, segregation at source, collection, transportation, treatment, and disposal. This paper explorer the various 

strategies used in solid waste management, such as land filling, incineration, composting, and recycling, while emphasizing the importance of adopting, 

and recycling, while emphasizing the importance of adopting an integrated waste management system. Technology innovations, such as waste-to-

energy (WTE) process, bioremediation, and smart waste management systems, have emerged as sustainable solutions to address the growing waste 

crisis. Additionally, policy frameworks, regulatory measures, and public participation play a vital role in ensuring the success of solid waste 

management programs. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It highlights the importance of proper waste management practice for environmental protection, public health, and disposal methods in villages and 

proposes a comprehensive approach to improve waste management, including source segregation, reuse and recycling initiatives, and responsible 

disposal. The Challenge of Solid Waste:  Solid waste is defined as unwanted solid materials discarded from human activities. Pose significant 

environmental and health challenges. In the village, the escalating population and changing lifestyles contribute to increased waste generation, 

demanding effective management strategies.  Current waste disposal practices in the village often involve open dumping, leading to pollution and the 

spread of disease vectors. Proper solid waste management is crucial for safeguarding public health, minimizing environmental pollution, and promoting 

sustainable development.  Effective waste management can reduce the risk of vector–borne diseases, protect water resources, improve air quality, and 

contribute to a cleaner and more habitable environment.  Resource recovery and recycling initiatives within solid waste management can also offer 

economic benefits, create employment opportunities, and reduce the strain on natural resources. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Alam & Ahmade (2013). This study highlights the adverse impacts of improper solid waste disposal on human health and the environment. It 

emphasizes the urgent need for effective waste segregation, disposal, and treatment systems in urban areas to reduce health risks, water contamination, 

and environmental degradation due to unmanaged municipal solid waste. 

2. Guerrero, Maas, & Hogland (2013)The authors explore solid waste management challenges in developing countries, such as financial constraints, 

policy inefficiencies, and lack of public awareness. They advocate for integrated waste management systems and community participation to improve 

waste collection, recycling, and sustainable urban sanitation in rapidly growing cities. 

3. Hoornweg & Bhada-Tata (2012). This World Bank report presents a global overview of waste generation trends, forecasting significant increases by 

2025. It examines regional differences in waste composition and management practices, advocating for sustainable waste reduction, recycling, and 

long-term planning, particularly in rapidly urbanizing and low-income regions. 

4. Tchobanoglous & Kreith (2002). This comprehensive handbook offers detailed technical knowledge on solid waste generation, collection, 

processing, and disposal. It serves as a foundational resource for professionals and students, presenting advanced waste management technologies, 

policy guidelines, and design strategies for municipal systems in both developed and developing contexts. 
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5. Kaza et al. (2018) The authors update global data on solid waste trends, predicting a near doubling of waste by 2050. The report underscores 

disparities in waste generation and treatment among income groups and promotes circular economy principles, improved governance, and investment in 

infrastructure to ensure environmentally sound waste management. 

6. Zurbrugg (2003). Focusing on Asia's low-income urban areas, this study addresses inadequate waste infrastructure, informal sector roles, and health 

hazards. It emphasizes low-cost, community-driven solutions and capacity-building to tackle the growing garbage crisis while integrating informal 

waste pickers into formal waste management systems. 

PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION AND OBJECTIVES 

Problem Identification in Solid Waste Management 

1. Increasing Waste Generation: Rapid urbanization, population growth, and rising consumerism have led to a significant increase in municipal solid 

waste. Cities, especially in developing countries, are struggling to manage the growing waste volume. 

2. Inefficient Collection and Transportation: Many municipalities lack adequate infrastructure, vehicles, and manpower for regular waste collection and 

transport. This leads to waste accumulation on streets, creating unhygienic conditions. 

3. Unsegregated Waste at Source: In most regions, waste is not segregated into biodegradable, recyclable, and hazardous categories at the source, 

making effective treatment and recycling difficult. 

4. Improper Disposal Methods: Open dumping and poorly managed landfills are common, which contaminate soil and groundwater, emit greenhouse 

gases like methane, and pose health hazards to nearby populations. 

5. Lack of Public Awareness and Participation: Citizens often lack awareness about waste segregation, recycling, and the importance of responsible 

disposal practices, reducing the efficiency of waste management systems. 

6. Limited Recycling and Resource Recovery: Due to a lack of segregation and infrastructure, a large portion of recyclable materials ends up in 

landfills. The potential for resource recovery is underutilized. 

7. Health Hazards and Environmental Pollution: Unmanaged solid waste causes vector-borne diseases, respiratory issues, and pollution of water bodies. 

Burning waste also contributes to air pollution and climate change. 

8. Inadequate Policies and Enforcement: Weak regulatory frameworks and poor enforcement of solid waste management rules hinder systematic 

planning and implementation. 

9. Neglected Role of Informal Sector: Informal waste pickers play a key role in recycling but are often ignored in official systems. Their unsafe 

working conditions and lack of recognition affect efficiency and social equity. 

10. Financial Constraints: Municipalities often lack funds to invest in modern waste processing technologies, skilled manpower, and public awareness 

campaigns, limiting the scope of improvements. 

Objectives of Solid Waste Management 

1. Reduce Waste Generation: Promote sustainable consumption practices and awareness to minimize the generation of solid waste at the source. 

2. Promote Waste Segregation at Source: Encourage households and industries to separate biodegradable, recyclable, and hazardous waste to facilitate 

proper processing. 

3. Improve Collection and Transportation Efficiency: Develop an efficient system for the timely collection and safe transport of waste using modern 

equipment and optimized routes. 

4. Ensure Environmentally Safe Disposal: Replace open dumping with scientifically engineered landfills, incinerators, and composting units that meet 

environmental norms. 

5. Increase Recycling and Resource Recovery: Strengthen recycling networks and promote waste-to-energy, composting, and reuse of materials to 

reduce landfill burden. 

6. Involve and Empower Informal Sector: Integrate informal waste pickers into the formal system by providing training, protective equipment, and 

legal recognition. 

7. Enhance Public Awareness and Participation: Conduct campaigns, workshops, and educational programs to promote responsible waste handling 

among citizens. 

8. Strengthen Policy Frameworks: Implement clear, enforceable regulations and guidelines for all stakeholders, backed by monitoring and penalties for 

violations. 

9. Adopt Modern Technologies: Use smart waste bins, GPS-enabled collection vehicles, and automated sorting technologies for better waste 

management. 

10. Ensure Financial and Institutional Sustainability: Establish cost-recovery mechanisms like user charges and Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) to 

make waste management systems self-sustaining and scalable. 

METHODOLOGY AND COMPONENTS 

 Data collection will involve surveys, interviews, and observations to assess waste generation rates, disposal practices, and community 

perceptions. 

 The study will also analyze relevant regulations and guidelines related to solid waste management. 
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 The project will utilize various tools and techniques, such as GIS mapping and statistical analysis, to analyze data and develop 

recommendations.  

Solid waste: - Solid waste refers to any discarded material that is not liquid or gas. It includes a variety of materials from households, industries, and 

business and construction activities. Solid waste can be classified into different types such as; 

1. Municipal Solid Waste (MSW):- Household and commercial waste, including food scraps, paper, plastics, and glass.  

2. Industrial Waste: - Waste from manufacturing and industrial processes such as metal scraps, chemicals, and packing materials. 

3. Biomedical Waste: - Waste from healthcare facilities, including syringes, bandages, and expired medicines. 

4. Hazardous Waste: - Toxic, flammable, or reactive waste such as pesticides, batteries, and electronic waste (e-waste) 

5. Construction and Demolition waste: - Waste from building projects, including concrete, wood, and metal 

6. Agricultural Waste: - Organic waste from farms, such as crop residues and animal manure. 

7. Discarded as a useless or unwanted thing or material arising from human and animal activities that are normally solid. 

8. Substances or objects that are disposed of or are intended to be disposed of or are required to be disposed of by the provision of the law 

9. Mismanagement of things 

10. United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD): Waste is materials that are not prime products (prime products – products produced for the market) 

for which the generator has no further use in their purposes of production, transformation, or consumption, and which they want to dispose of. Waste 

may be generated during the extraction of raw materials and the processing of raw materials into intermediate and final products. The consumption of 

final products and other human activities. Residual recycled or reused at the plant of generation. 

 

 

 

 

 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 8, pp 35-39 August 2025                           38 

 

 

Characteristics of Solid Waste in Age by Net Weight for Indian Cities 

SN Solid Waste Characteristics Contribution or Cotentin % 

1 Total Nitrogen 0.5–0.9% 

2 Organic Matter 20–40% 

3 Moisture Content 20–40% 

4 C/N ratio 20–40% 

5 Calorific Value 800–1800kcal /kg 

6 Density 300–600kg/kg 

7 Phosphorus, Potassium, Carbon, etc ……………. 

 

        Municipal solid waste: A Typical ultimate Analysis 

Tools and Equipment Used in the Collection of Solid Waste 

1. Hand Carts–Used by sanitation workers to manually collect and transport waste in small areas. 

2. Dustbins/Bins– Placed at designated spots for temporary storage of household or commercial waste. 

3. Shovels and Brooms – Essential for sweeping and collecting scattered waste from roads or public spaces. 

4. Wheelbarrows – Used to move heavy or bulk waste over short distances. 

5. Garbage Compactors – Mechanized vehicles that compress waste to reduce volume during transport. 

6. Tippers and Dumpers – Trucks used to transport large quantities of solid waste to disposal sites. 

7. Protective Gear – Gloves, masks, and boots for the safety of workers during waste handling. 

8. Mechanical Loaders – For lifting and loading bulky or construction waste. 

The collection of solid waste involves various tools and equipment to ensure efficiency and safety. Hand carts, wheelbarrows, and mechanical loaders 

help in transporting waste manually or mechanically, especially in narrow or congested areas. Dustbins provide temporary storage, while shovels and 

brooms are essential for cleaning and collecting scattered waste. For larger operations, garbage compactors, tippers, and dumpers are used to transport 

and reduce the volume of waste. Protective gear like gloves, masks, and boots is crucial for safeguarding sanitation workers during handling and 

disposal tasks. Together, these tools play a vital role in maintaining hygiene and supporting effective solid waste management systems. 

 

Element 

 

Range(%dry weight) 

Carbon 25–30 

Hydrogen 2.5–6.0 

Oxygen 15–30 

Nitrogen 0.25–1.2 

Sulpher 0.02– 0.12 

Ash 12–30 
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CONCLUSION 

Solid waste management is a critical component of sustainable urban and rural development. With the rapid growth of population, industrialization, and 

urbanization, the volume and complexity of waste generation have increased significantly. Improper management of solid waste leads to severe 

environmental pollution, health hazards, and degradation of natural resources. Therefore, it is essential to implement effective strategies that focus on 

waste reduction, segregation at source, recycling, reuse, and proper disposal. An integrated solid waste management system that includes public 

participation, government regulation, technological innovation, and environmental education is key to addressing these challenges. Municipal bodies 

must ensure efficient waste collection, transportation, treatment, and final disposal while minimizing environmental impact. Furthermore, awareness 

campaigns and community involvement can significantly improve compliance with sustainable practices. Investing in modern waste processing 

technologies like composting, biogas production, and waste-to-energy plants can also reduce the burden on landfills and promote circular economy 

goals. Ultimately, the success of solid waste management lies in collective responsibility and continuous efforts at individual, community, and 

governmental levels. In conclusion, sustainable solid waste management is not just an environmental necessity but a social and economic priority. It 

safeguards public health, conserves resources, and ensures a cleaner, greener future for upcoming generations. 
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