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ABSTRACT 

The evolution of mobile and adaptive systems has revolutionized data handling across dynamic and decentralized environments. In such systems, efficient data 

dissemination and management are vital to ensure timely, relevant, and secure access to information. This article explores foundational concepts, recent theories, 

and governing principles of data dissemination and management in the context of mobile and adaptive systems. It emphasizes the importance of context-awareness, 

adaptability, real-time decision-making, and decentralized coordination, offering insights into how data is shared, stored, and utilized in increasingly mobile digital 

ecosystems. Using a qualitative literature review methodology, this study draws from recent scholarly works to highlight modern techniques such as context-aware 

broadcasting, delay-tolerant networking, and decentralized data management. The findings underscore the role of adaptive middleware, edge computing, and 

intelligent caching in addressing mobility-induced challenges. The study concludes with insights into future research directions, focusing on energy efficiency, 

security, and AI-driven data handling in mobile ecosystems. 

Keywords: Data dissemination, Data management, Mobile, Adaptive system, Context-aware systems.  

1.0 Introduction 

In the era of pervasive computing and the Internet of Things (IoT), mobile and adaptive systems have become key components of modern information 

systems. These systems operate under conditions characterized by mobility, variability, and dynamism, requiring advanced strategies for data 

dissemination and management (Gill et al., 2024). 

Data dissemination refers to the process of efficiently distributing data from sources to consumers, often in unpredictable or resource-constrained 

environments. Data management focuses on how data is collected, stored, accessed, updated, and secured across various nodes and devices. Together, 

these functions ensure continuity, relevance, and integrity of data services in mobile and adaptive contexts (Shahwani et al., 2022). 

The evolution of mobile and adaptive systems has transformed how data is generated, accessed, and shared in real-time environments. These systems are 

designed to respond to changing conditions in their operational context, such as user movement, connectivity fluctuations, and varying workloads. As 

mobile devices proliferate and edge-based computing becomes mainstream, the management and dissemination of data have become increasingly 

complex. 

Mobile and adaptive systems, ranging from vehicular ad hoc networks (VANETs) to Internet of Things (IoT) infrastructures and mobile cloud 

environments, demand innovative data handling techniques. Traditional data dissemination models are often inadequate due to intermittent connectivity, 

resource constraints, and dynamic topologies. This necessitates the adoption of decentralized, scalable, and context-aware strategies that allow seamless 

data flow while maintaining system performance and user quality of experience (QoE) (Zhang & Liu, 2024). 
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Figure 1.1: Data Dissemination in a Typical Computing Environment (Yuan et al., 2017) 

In Fig. 1.1 above, a hybrid data network (HDN) based software-defined networking (SDN) controller, data dissemination leverages decentralized cloud 

computing is used to optimize communication among base transceiver stations (BTS), vehicles, and edge computing nodes. The SDN controller 

orchestrates data flow, dynamically managing resources based on real-time network conditions. Vehicles receive timely updates from nearby BTSs, 

ensuring low-latency access to critical information (Shankar et al., 2022). Edge computing reduces transmission delays by processing data locally, 

facilitating swift decision-making. This architecture enhances network efficiency and reliability, enabling seamless connectivity and improved data 

dissemination for applications like traffic management and safety alerts in vehicular networks. 

1.1 Objectives 

The main objectives of this study are to: 

1. Define and explain the concept of data dissemination and management in mobile and adaptive systems. 

2. Explore the major theories and models that guide effective data dissemination and management in such environments. 

3. Highlight the principles and techniques used to overcome challenges such as mobility, limited bandwidth, and energy constraints. 

4. Review and synthesize recent research findings and technological trends. 

2.0 Literature Review 

The review of related literature on data dissemination and management reveals a rich tapestry of methodologies, objectives, and application domains, all 

centered around improving the efficiency and effectiveness of information transfer in various contexts. Each study contributes unique insights and 

approaches, leading to a debate on their respective merits and shortcomings. 

Schwartz et al. (2013) propose the FairAD protocol for Vehicular Ad hoc Networks (VANETs), focusing on fair data utility distribution and adaptive 

control of network load. Their aim is to enhance safety applications in vehicular communication by ensuring that data is disseminated efficiently and 

equitably among vehicles. In contrast, Darsena et al. (2022) shift the focus to public transportation systems, reviewing IoT-based sensing technologies 

for real-time crowd management. Their objective is to mitigate overcrowding, especially in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, and to inform users 

dynamically about crowd conditions. 

Song et al. (2024) introduce SegSub, an adaptive segmented subscription method for Vehicular Named Data Networking (VNDN), targeting efficient 

data delivery amidst vehicle mobility. This study emphasizes improving dissemination efficiency for time-sensitive data such as traffic updates. 

Meanwhile, Shankar et al. (2022) contribute a modified social spider algorithm aimed at enhancing data dissemination in VANETs, emphasizing 

probabilistic contacts between vehicles to optimize routing and communication. Kavousighahfarokhi et al. (2025) envision a future where grid-integrated 

electric vehicle (EV) charging technologies leverage the Internet of Energy (IoE) for efficient data management, focusing on sustainability and intelligent 

solutions. Lastly, Li (2022) explores data journalism and its integration with new media platforms to enhance information dissemination, outlining 

strategies for effective communication in the era of big data. 

The methodologies employed across these studies vary significantly. Schwartz et al. (2013) utilize real-world experiments and simulations to validate 

their protocol, focusing on Nash Bargaining concepts from game theory to achieve fairness in data dissemination. In contrast, Darsena et al. (2022) 

conduct a review of existing technologies, employing a reference architecture for crowd management without original experimental data. Song et al. 

(2024) implement a segmented subscription strategy, combining real-time vehicle mobility predictions with adaptive subscription updates, while Shankar 

et al. (2022) introduce a novel sampling-based estimation scheme (SES) to enhance probabilistic contacts in VANETs. Kavousighahfarokhi et al. (2025) 

review existing technologies and propose intelligent charging solutions based on IoE, while Li (2022) analyzes data journalism strategies using existing 

media platforms like WeChat and Weibo, incorporating case studies to illustrate their findings. 
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The type of data utilized varies across the articles. Schwartz et al. (2013) and Shankar et al. (2022) primarily deal with vehicular communication data, 

focusing on message transmissions and routing efficiency. Darsena et al. (2022) emphasize real-time crowd data collected via IoT sensors, while Song et 

al. (2024) handle subscription-based data related to vehicular movement. Kavousighahfarokhi et al. (2025) discuss energy management data from EV 

charging stations, while Li (2022) focuses on data journalism metrics and audience engagement statistics. 

In terms of algorithms, Schwartz et al. (2013) leverage game theory, while Shankar et al. (2022) utilize a social spider algorithm. Song et al. (2024) 

integrate adaptive strategies for subscription management, differing from the more static approaches seen in Darsena et al. (2022). 

Results from Schwartz et al. (2013) indicate improved fairness and bandwidth utilization, while Darsena et al. (2022) highlight the need for smarter 

solutions in crowd management but do not provide quantitative results. Song et al. (2024) report a significant reduction in dissemination delay with their 

segmented subscription mechanism, demonstrating the efficacy of their approach. Shankar et al. (2022) validate their SES through experimental results, 

showing improved communication efficiency in VANETs. Kavousighahfarokhi et al. (2025) emphasize the potential for significant efficiency gains in 

energy management but acknowledge challenges in technology integration. 

Li (2022) identifies gaps in the integration of data journalism with new media but offers no experimental validation, which limits the applicability of 

some findings. The comparative analysis reveals a diverse landscape of data dissemination and management strategies; each tailored to specific challenges 

in their respective fields. While Schwartz et al. (2013) and Shankar et al. (2022) focus on vehicular communication, Darsena et al. (2022) and 

Kavousighahfarokhi et al. (2025) address broader societal issues such as crowd management and energy sustainability. 

The varied methodologies and data types used highlight the complexity of data dissemination, with each study contributing valuable insights. However, 

the limitations in empirical validation, particularly in Darsena et al. (2022) and Li (2022), underscore the need for further research to substantiate 

theoretical claims with robust experimental data. As the demand for efficient data dissemination continues to grow, future studies must bridge these gaps, 

enhancing both the theoretical frameworks and practical applications in this critical area of research. 

3.0 Conceptual Framework 

3.1 Data dissemination 

Data dissemination refers to the process of distributing data from a source to multiple destinations efficiently and reliably. In mobile systems, this includes 

push-based, pull-based, and hybrid dissemination techniques adapted to node mobility and network topology (Desai, El-Ocla, & Purohit, 2023). 

The most prevalent use of a mobile computer is for accessing information on remote data servers, such as Web servers and file servers. Usually, remote 

data are accessed by sending a request (or a query) to the remote server. In response to the query, the data server sends the requested data. This access 

mode is known as pull mode or on-demand mode. However, in pull mode, the mobile node has to explicitly send a query. This requires competing for 

wireless access to send the query on the uplink channel and then waiting for the response. The entire process consumes the mobile node’s precious battery 

power. Further, wireless bandwidth is consumed—which in some cases may be scarce. The problem is further exacerbated if multiple users in a wireless 

cell request the same data. Another way in which data can be delivered to a mobile node is by pushing the data to it. The data server periodically broadcasts 

the data (along with some indexing information) on a broadcast (or multicast) channel. The indexing information is used by a mobile client to deter mine 

when the data in which it is interested will be available on the broadcast channel (Adelstein et al., 2005). There are several advantages to this pushing (or 

publishing) mode of data dissemination. First, broadcasting the frequently requested data items, called hot data items, conserves bandwidth because it 

eliminates repetitive on-demand data transfers for the same data item to different mobile nodes. This makes the push mode highly scalable because the 

same amount of bandwidth is consumed irrespective of how many mobile nodes simultaneously need a particular data item. Second, this mode of data 

transfer also conserves the mobile node’s energy by eliminating the energy-consuming uplink transmission from a mobile node to the data server. 

Obviously, not all the data items can be provided on the broad cast channel, and hence both modes need to be supported in a general mobile computing 

environment. A cell’s wireless bandwidth is divided into three logical channels: 

 1. Uplink request channel—shared by all the mobile clients to send queries for data to the server 2. On-demand downlink channel—for the server to send 

on-demand request data items to the requesting mobile client 

 3. Broadcast downlink channel—to periodically broadcast the hottest data items.  

From the implementation perspective, it is convenient to partition the available wireless bandwidth into two physical channels: on demand and broadcast. 

Both the uplink request channel and the on-demand channel are mapped to the same physical on-demand channel. The broadcast channel is slotted such 

that a data item (page) can fit in each slot. The data server constructs a broadcast schedule (which page to broadcast when), and the mobile node can tune 

in at the beginning of the slot in which the data item in which it is interested is going to be broadcast to down load that data item. 

Data dissemination involves techniques used to deliver relevant data to end-users or applications, especially in heterogeneous and dynamic networks. In 

mobile systems, it is affected by factors such as intermittent connectivity, bandwidth limitations, and energy constraints (Kuhlani et al., 2020). 
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3.2 Data management  

 Data management in adaptive systems entails organizing, storing, retrieving, and maintaining data in a way that supports dynamic and distributed 

environments. It involves ensuring the reliability, availability, consistency, and security of data. This includes:  

Metadata handling:  Meta data handling is the management of metadata- data about data- in a system. It includes tasks such as organizing, storing, 

updating, and interpreting metadata (like data source, format, size, creation date, ownership, etc.). Modern data governance would lack a necessary layer 

of structure and clarity for the large and always-shifting digital information environment without metadata management (Vayyala,2025).    

Consistency models: A consistency model defines the rules or guarantees about how updates to data are seen by users or systems in a distributed 

environment 

Data storage and replication: Data storage is saving data in physical or cloud-based databases or files. Replication of data involves creating and managing 

copies of data across different servers or locations to improve availability, fault tolerance, and performance (Shakarami et al., 2021). 

Query processing: Query processing refers to the steps taken by a database system to interpret and execute a user’s query. 

Synchronization: Synchronization in computing means coordinating processes, data, or events to ensure consistency and correctness, especially in 

concurrent or distributed systems Example: Preventing two users from editing the same document simultaneously in conflicting ways. 

Access control: Access control is a security technique that defines who can access or modify data and resources in a system.  

Context-aware caching: Context aware caching is a smart caching strategy where the system stores and delivers data based on the user’s context, such as 

location device type, network conditions, or time of access (Munoz-Arcentales et al., 2021) 

3.3 Mobile and Adaptive Systems 

Mobile and adaptive systems include mobile devices, sensors, wearables, and other computational entities capable of relocating and reconfiguring based 

on context or environmental changes. Key features include: 

 Mobility: The ability of devices or users to move across networks. 

Context-awareness: Systems respond to changes in user location, time, or activity. 

Adaptability: Systems modify behavior based on network conditions, user preferences, or device capabilities 

 

Figure 3.1: A mobile adaptive system in changing environments (Floch et al., 2006) 

In Figure 3.1, the mobile adaptive system in changing environments dynamically adjusts its operations based on real-time conditions and user needs. 

Utilizing sensors and data analytics, the system monitors environmental variables such as location, traffic, and weather. It leverages machine learning 
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algorithms to predict changes and optimize performance, ensuring efficient resource allocation and user experience. For instance, in urban settings, the 

system can adapt communication protocols to maintain connectivity amid fluctuating network conditions (Aufaristama, 2025). This adaptability enhances 

resilience and functionality, making the system suitable for applications like smart transportation, emergency response, and environmental monitoring, 

ultimately improving overall responsiveness and effectiveness. 

4.0 Theories and Models that Guide Effective Data Dissemination and Management in Mobile and Adaptive Systems 

4.1 Mobile Data Caching 

 Caching is a very important performance enhancing technique in the computing world. A typical computer system consists of a several cache memories. 

A cache is a small, fast memory for holding frequently used data. 

Data caching is especially important in mobile computing environments for improving data availability and access latencies particularly because these 

computing environments are characterized by narrow-bandwidth wireless links and frequent voluntary and involuntary disconnections from the static 

network. Cache consistency maintenance is required to ensure that whenever a data item of value is fetched from the cache, it satisfies certain currency 

requirements.  There are several reasons for this. First, the underlying cache maintenance protocol should not overburden wireless resources and the 

mobile device. Second, these protocols should be energy-efficient, tolerant of dis connections, and adaptive to varying the QoS provided by the wireless 

network (Adelstein et al., 2005). 

4.2 Publish/Subscribe Model 

This model supports dynamic data distribution by decoupling data producers and consumers. It has been adapted for mobile environments with broker 

mobility to enhance fault tolerance (Amozarrain & Larrea, 2023). 

 

Figure 4.1: Publish/Subscribe Architecture (GeeksforGeeks, 2025) 

The model in Figure 4.1 above is an asynchronous messaging pattern that enables efficient data dissemination among decoupled components or systems. 

In this architecture, publishers generate messages and distribute them to a message broker, which manages the routing of these messages to interested 

subscribers. Subscribers express interest by subscribing to specific topics or channels, allowing them to receive relevant updates without directly coupling 

to publishers (Song et al., 2024). This model enhances scalability and flexibility, as publishers and subscribers can operate independently. It is widely 

used in applications such as real-time notifications, event-driven architectures, and IoT systems, streamlining communication and reducing system 

complexity. 

Epidemic and Gossip Protocols 

Inspired by biological virus spreading, these protocols disseminate information efficiently in peer-to-peer networks and support resilience to failure. 

Social-Cognitive Heuristics 

Heuristics inspired by human cognition help mobile systems adapt dissemination based on social trust and relevance, especially in opportunistic networks 

(Mordacchini et al., 2021). 

 Data-Centric Networking 
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Focusing on content rather than location, Named Data Networking (NDN) is gaining traction for vehicular and mobile applications (Shahwani et al., 

2022). 

4.3 Principles and Techniques Used to Overcome Challenges of Data Dissemination and Management in Mobile and Adaptive Systems 

Efficiency and Scalability: Energy-efficient dissemination strategies optimize routing and network lifespan in mobile sinks and IoT (Kuhlani et al., 

2020) 

Fault Tolerance and Reliability: Dynamic relay selection protocols improve data delivery in vehicular ad hoc networks under unpredictable conditions 

(Achour, Alfayez & Busson, 2021). 

Security and Privacy: Context-aware publish/subscribe protocols with built-in encryption and secure topic structures enhance privacy in distributed IoT 

systems (Ferraz Junior et al., 2022). 

Real-Time Responsiveness: Dissemination must meet latency requirements for critical systems like autonomous driving or emergency response. 

Adaptation and Learning: Modern systems utilize machine learning and cognitive computing to adapt to environmental changes and optimize 

dissemination routes (Mordacchini et al., 2021). 

Information-Centric Networking (ICN): Focuses on content rather than host locations, making it suitable for mobile environments where users request 

data by name or content type (Amadeo & Ruggeri, 2025) 

Delay-Tolerant Networking (DTN): Handles intermittent connectivity and long delays using store-and-forward mechanisms and bundle protocols 

(Koukis, Safouri, & Tsaoussidis, 2024). 

Context-Awareness Theory: Mobile systems leverage user location, activity, and environment to adapt data delivery strategies  

Principles of Decentralization: Emphasize peer-to-peer data exchange and edge computing to reduce reliance on centralized infrastructure. 

5.0 Method of Study 

This study employs a qualitative literature review methodology. Academic databases such as IEEE Xplore, ACM Digital Library, and SpringerLink were 

searched using keywords such as “mobile data dissemination,” “adaptive data management,” and “context-aware systems.”  

5.1 Application Scenarios of Data Dissemination and Management 

Smart Cities: Environmental sensors disseminate data to control systems and citizen apps in real time. 

Disaster Management: Emergency alerts and situational updates flow through mobile ad hoc networks. 

Vehicular Networks: Cars exchange traffic and road condition data using adaptive relay systems. 

Healthcare: Wearables transmit patient data to medical professionals for continuous monitoring. 

 5.2 Challenges of Data Dissemination and Management in Mobile and Adaptive Systems 

Device heterogeneity and protocol incompatibility 

Energy limitations of mobile and embedded nodes 

Intermittent connectivity and mobility-induced data loss 

Ensuring context-relevant, high-quality data 

Maintaining robust security across decentralized nodes 

6.0 Results and findings 

The review revealed the following key findings: 

Adaptive Middleware: Middleware platforms now integrate AI techniques to predict user needs and prefetch relevant data (Munoz-Arcentales et al., 

2021). 

Edge Computing: Shifting computation and storage closer to data sources reduces latency and improves dissemination in highly mobile environments 

(Ficili et al., 2025) 
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Energy-Aware Dissemination: Efficient data dissemination protocols prioritize energy-saving modes in mobile nodes, using mechanisms like adaptive 

duty cycling (Dhabliya et al., 2022). 

Security and Privacy: Lightweight encryption and blockchain-based data integrity checks are being integrated into mobile systems (Lezzi, Del Vecchio, 

& Lazoi, 2024) 

Semantic Caching: Modern systems employ semantic and context-based caching to increase the hit rate and reduce data transmission (Wen, Fang & 

Wang, 2024) 

7.0 Conclusion 

Data dissemination and management in mobile and adaptive systems remain critical for building resilient and responsive computing environments, they 

are fundamental to the success of mobile and adaptive systems. Theories such as ICN and DTN offer foundational models, while modern implementations 

emphasize adaptiveness, decentralization, and context-awareness. Emerging technologies like AI-enhanced middleware and edge computing are 

reshaping data strategies, making them more responsive to mobility and user context. With increasing demands for real-time, secure, and scalable data 

exchange, integrating context-awareness, cognitive strategies, and efficient protocols will remain a research and development priority in this evolving 

field.   
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