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A B S T R A C T 

We live in a time of severe ecological disaster because of the different issues our ecosystem is experiencing and many of which tend to get worse with time. Thus, 

its importance in spreading public awareness about such issues to be able to minimize their adverse effects. On the other hand, daily rises in environmental 

contamination result in the planet experiencing grave and permanent damage. There are many types, such as air, water, soil, noise, and light. Environmental pollution 

is continuously causing big problems all over the world; we need efficient ways of controlling it. This paper proposes a complete strategy to check eco-friendly 

technology that helps in fighting against pollution by the MCDM method, which takes into consideration different environmental, money-related, and social factors 

while checking and ranking various tech options. It considers various desires of different persons and unsure elements in making decisions. The paper also expands 

on the use of Fuzzy TOPSIS as a strong tool that can deal with tricky and unclear parts normally found in the process of choice over the environment. A case study 

on this method for selecting the optimal eco-friendly technology for pollution control is well-demonstrated. The results show the critical importance of bringing 

multiple factors and various stakeholders' considerations onto one platform in order to make a decision for choosing an eco-friendly solution. The output of this 

study enhances environmental management by giving decision-makers an effective strategy in making intelligent choices for meeting the standards of pollution 

control with ecological friendliness. 
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1. Introduction 

People often seek out natural settings like parks, beaches, or forests when they feel stressed or disconnected. They look for comfort in nature's soothing 

presence. This natural tendency shows a str ong link between human health and the health of the environment. Environmental problems cause many 

health issues around the world. A large number of deaths are tied to environmental factors that we can prevent. To stay healthy and live long, we need 

clean air clean water, and places free from toxins. As more people are born and we use too much energy and build more factories, we face big challenges. 

We must tackle these issues to stop more damage to the environment. We have to protect the planet for the people who will live here after us. We need 

to make sure they get a healthy planet that can last. This means we should cut down on how much we use from nature and protect all the different plants 

and animals on Earth [1-4]. 

Environmental sustainability involves decisions made today that ensure a continued quality of life later, while lessening our negative impact on the Earth's 

ecosystems. It hence involves attaining and finding a balance between human needs and the preservation of the environment through lessening resource 

depletion and waste. By following this sustainable path, we manage to keep in balance and ensure natural resources are being used responsibly. The 

increasingly fast population and industrial growth has put pressure on the resources and underlined the urgency of sustainability. It results in increased 

greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation, and other environmental issues. This is a call to business-impacting sustainable practices like minimizing waste, 

using clean energy, and following good labor standards that can help resolve these issues. Their actions can contribute considerably to a more sustainable 

future, which is good for the environment and society as a whole [5, 6]. 

 Among the most critical global challenges in the 21st century, environmental pollution, especially from human health, ecosystem, and economic 

perspectives, has become a high concern. With increasingly greater industrial activities, urbanization, and agriculture, finding appropriate and sustainable 

technologies for pollution control is becoming a pressing need. Traditional methods of pollution control, which normally rely on end-of-pipe measures, 

cannot guarantee solutions for such complex environmental degradation. Therefore, the need for new and efficient sustainable technologies is dire to 

reduce pollution, but at the same time, they must contribute towards broader environmental objectives, economic, and social. Decisions concerning the 

choice of appropriate technology for pollution control are extremely complicated due to the large number of relevant factors to consider, which include 

environmental effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, social acceptability, and technological feasibility-all many factors that represent trade-offs and make 

decision-making complex to handle. Moreover, the involvement of various stakeholders-from government agencies to industrial players down to local 
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communities and environmental groups-implies complexity because the stakeholder groups might have different priorities and concerns. Therefore, 

effective evaluation and prioritizing require an integrated systematic approach [7-10]. 

On the other hand, MCDM methods have gained much recognition as strong strategies with which to deal with these issues of complexity in environmental 

decision-making. MCDM provides a formal platform for considering multiple criteria, which are often in conflict with one another, to help the decision-

maker in balancing the different objectives and to make an informed choice in the presence of different criteria [11-13]. MCDM approaches allow a more 

integrated evaluation of pollution control technologies for the compliance of a decision with the principle of sustainability by incorporating environmental, 

economic, and social criteria. Fuzzy TOPSIS is one powerful tool for environmental decisions among the various techniques included within MCDM. 

Fuzzy logic allows more flexibility and realistic representation of the inherent uncertainties and imprecisions that exist in environmental data and also in 

stakeholders' preferences. Therefore, fuzzy TOPSIS enhances the decision-making by offering more accurate and reliable evaluation of pollution control 

technologies. 

The paper, therefore, intends to address these very issues in the context of environmental management by presenting a comprehensive framework for 

assessing sustainable environmental technologies for pollution control. The proposed framework makes use of the strong points of the MCDM approach 

in general but focuses on the application of Fuzzy TOPSIS for the systematic evaluation and prioritizing of available technologies. In this respect, the 

present framework can be a useful tool to assist the decision-makers in tackling the relevant environmental decision-making problems that include the 

stakeholder preferences and deal with uncertainties. The approach proposed is further demonstrated through a case study analysis that follows, where the 

most appropriate sustainable technologies for pollution control will be selected using the framework. These findings point to the necessity for multi-

criteria and multi-stakeholder platforms which could actively and effectively advocate for environmentally sustainable solutions. The research study 

wants to contribute to a better understanding of environmental technologies and provide a practical guide to decision-makers with the aim of pursuing 

sustainable pollution control goals. 

2. Related Works 

Evaluation of sustainable technologies for pollution control is essentially a multidimensional problem, as reflected in recent research through various 

methodologies. This section reviews some of the key studies done using multi-criteria decision-making approaches to evaluate technologies in various 

contexts. It will show the effectiveness and application of those methods. 

Attri et al. [14] presented a role of MCDM methods in evaluating the wastewater treatment technologies from a viewpoint of sustainability. In their study, 

they compared six different wastewater treatment technologies using four parameters for sustainability and three MCDM techniques, including FSWARA, 

FMOORA, and FTOPSIS. FSWARA was used to weight the criteria, while FMOORA and FTOPSIS were used for ranking technologies. This extensive 

research showed the reliability of MCDM methods for evaluating complex environmental technologies and presented an improved practice of decision-

making in wastewater treatment. These results reinforce the need for a structured approach to sustainability assessment, confirming that MCDM 

techniques are capable of handling the multi-dimensionality of environmental technologies. 

An et al. [15] developed one innovative methodology in the evaluation of technologies for the remediation of groundwater, considering eight criteria 

along economic, environmental, technological, social, and political aspects. Relative priorities of technologies were scored using the Analytic Hierarchy 

Process (AHP), while ELECTRE was used for the ranking of technology with respect to sustainability performance. The most sustainable technology 

was represented by monitored natural attenuation (MNA), followed by the pump-treat (P&T) and permeable reactive barriers (PRB). Sensitivity analysis 

confirmed the results; therefore, showing the effectiveness of the combined AHP and ELECTRE approach in handling diverging evaluation criteria and 

uncertainties associated with environmental decisions. 

It presents Campos-Guzmán et al. [16] with a broad review of methodologies that evaluate the sustainability of renewable energy systems by using 

integrated LCA and MCDM techniques. This review concludes that while LCA and MCDM alone, on their own merit, can give great insights into specific 

dimensions, it is their combined use which offers the evaluation in a far more complete way. The study has, in particular, identified a tendency of AHP 

being frequently used in combination with LCA on the subject of renewable energy systems and underlined the application of integrated frameworks for 

both quantitative and qualitative sustainability indicators. This work serves to illustrate the advantages of a hybrid approach in capturing the full spectrum 

of sustainability dimensions. 

Zhou et al. [17] discussed the sustainability of municipal sewage sludge disposal systems in China by using a hybrid approach based on AHP and 

Vlsekriterijumska Optimizacija I Kompromisno Resenje (VIKOR). Six sludge disposal systems were compared in the paper by using environmental, 

economic as well as social criteria. The results indicated that land application was the most sustainable option, followed by construction materials 

application as well as pyrolysis. Sensitivity analysis established the sturdiness of results in this study and, therefore, the effectiveness of the combined 

AHP and VIKOR method in the ranking of alternatives when providing indications of sustainable sludge management practices. 

Si et al. [18] analyzed how MCDM methods were applied to choose the main green technologies for retrofitting existing buildings. This work presented 

a case study in the usage of AHP over technology evaluations concerning environmental and economic criteria, which pointed out that social criteria such 

as inhabitant satisfaction must also be included. Accordingly, technologies with variable speed drives ranked high because of their efficiency and 

effectiveness. This paper, therefore, underscores the relevance of MCDM techniques in green technology decision-making by underlining the essentiality 

of a full multi-criteria evaluation framework. 
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Carli et al. [19] proposed the AHP method for performing analyses on sustainability at a metropolitan level in energy, water as well as environmental 

systems. In their paper, 35 indicators were employed using the Sustainable Development of Energy, Water, and Environment Systems Index for four 

metropolitan parts. The results obtained were very helpful for the local governments while making improvements in their respective sustainability. AHP 

helped to emphasize targeted actions for the improvement of some dimensions of sustainability, hence underlining the eligibility of MCDM methods 

within urban sustainability management. 

Ali et al. [20] evaluated various wastewater treatment technologies in Pakistan by implementing the fuzzy VIKOR method, based on ten criteria including 

the three standard dimensions of environmental, economic, and technological factors. Consequently, this study indicated that activated sludge technology 

ranked first for industrial wastewater treatment, followed by membrane filtration and sequential batch reactor technologies. The obtained results had 

many practical implications for decision-makers in Pakistan with regard to the effectiveness of the fuzzy VIKOR approach in multi-criteria management 

for choosing the best technologies. 

Maxim [21] applied a weighted sum multi-attribute utility process to provide a ranking of numerous electricity generation systems according to ten 

indicators related to sustainability. The most sustainable were large hydroelectric projects, followed by small hydro, onshore wind as well as solar 

photovoltaic technologies, in that order. These results provide emphasis on the importance of structured and strategic approaches within the 

implementation of sustainable energy policies and also present the usefulness of MCDM approaches within the assessment of diverse energy technologies. 

Siksnelyte et al. [22] contributed to a review of applying MCDM approaches in the field of sustainable energy growth by analyzing 105 papers from the 

Web of Science database. The researched areas were categorized into application and method classes. The authors perform SWOT analysis for MCDM 

approaches. The review proved that MCDM technique is quite widely adopted and effective for problems of energy sustainability, giving one more proof 

of its importance regarding decision-making support. Abdel-Basset et al. [23] proposed a hybrid MCDM model for the evaluation of bioenergy production 

technologies in Egypt by considering DEMATEL and EDAS approaches under a neutrosophic setting. It was observed that adapting agricultural as well 

as municipal wastes into biogas was the most appropriate technology for bioenergy production. This work introduced a strong methodology to evaluate 

sustainable bioenergy options, focusing on the contribution of hybrid MCDM techniques in making decisions under complex and uncertain contexts. 

These studies collectively demonstrate the utility of MCDM methods for the assessment of a wide variety of environmental technologies and systems 

and give reason to the powerful synthesis multiple criteria can afford while also affording complex decision-making scenarios. In this respect, the 

methodologies and findings presented form a sound basis on which to found an evaluation of sustainable pollution control technologies and underpin 

effective development of assessment frameworks.  

3. Materials and Methods 

In this study, certain factors were weighed up cautiously in selecting the suite of pollution control technologies under evaluation to make sure that the 

assessment would be thorough. The selection criteria reflect the multi-faceted nature of pollution control: environmental effectiveness of the technology, 

economic viability of the technology, and public and stakeholder acceptance. Furthermore, each alternative has been analyzed with respect to 

technological readiness and regulatory compliance, fitting into current and future environmental standards. These options taken up represent a wide range 

of approaches that each has its own strengths and weaknesses to handle the issue of pollution. Therefore, the research will attempt to analyze those factors 

that may give the best available technologies in pollution control, effective and viable for a longer period, thus enabling the decision-makers to make an 

informed and balanced choice [24-27]. 

3.1. Criteria for Evaluating Pollution Control Technologies 

In this research, several criteria are employed to evaluate the effectiveness of pollution control technologies: 

Environmental Impact (EI): The Environmental Impact of a technology evaluates its capability to significantly reduce pollution and be able to mitigate 

the unwanted effects on the ecosystem. It will involve measures of how well the technology minimizes the emission of harmful substances such as 

pollutants and greenhouse gases that work toward the overall improvement of the quality of the environment. A higher scored would go to technologies 

showing major reduction in pollutants and minimization of impact on natural habitats and biodiversity. 

Economic Feasibility (EF): It will look at the overall cost-effectiveness of the technology, including the immediate capital investment required to 

implement it and the operating and maintenance costs over time. This criterion will determine whether the benefits from the technology resonate with the 

costs of technology and that it represents good value for money. The economic viability of the technology is looked at in terms of such factors as capital 

costs, life cycle costs, and the possibility of making economic savings or incomes. 

Social Acceptability (SA): It would measure public and stakeholder's support for the technology with its impacts on the public health, safety and well-

being of the community. This entails how different groups perceive the working of technology to be creating or eliminating jobs, along with its overall 

effect in the quality of life in communities. A technology that also agrees with the values of society and tries to address the concerns of the public is most 

likely to achieve wider acceptance and facilitate smooth implementation. 

Technological Maturity (TM): Technological maturity refers to the technological maturity with regard to its development for reliability and wide usage. 

It looks at the track record of the technology, the extent of deployment in real-world situations, and demonstrated performance under a wide range of 
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conditions. Proven technologies, therefore, are well-tested, having been successfully implemented across different settings, making them more mature 

and thus dependable. 

Regulatory compliance (RC): It refers to the degree to which existing environmental regulations are met by the technology and its immediate and future 

potentials. This criterion makes certain that the technology not only will meet current laws and standards but also will be able to take in stride any future 

regulations. Technologies that best exhibit regulatory conformance and/or flexibility toward the accommodation of new or evolving regulations are 

preferred. 

Scalability and Flexibility (SF): It is a measure to check how much a technology might be subjected to various scales of operation and different 

environmental conditions. It involves the ability to scale up or scale down based on application size that may affect its performance in environmental 

settings. Technologies that offer scalability and flexibility are preferred because they are versatile and can address a wide range of pollution control needs. 

3.2. Different Pollution Control Technologies 

Alternatives selected in this research study involve the identification of a diverse range of technologies that represent a different approach to pollution 

control. Each alternative chosen is based on its application with regard to different types of pollutants and also suited to different environmental contexts. 

Chosen technologies are part of diverse methods: chemical, physical, and biological processes that ensure a wide perspective on available solutions. The 

list was therefore compiled to include those options that have already proved their effectiveness, scalability, and relevance in regard to present-day 

challenges of pollution. This process of selection-what ends up in the list and what does not-indicates the variety underlying the technologies involved 

but at the same time allows a comparative evaluation of strengths and deficiencies in technological options for effective and sustainable control. 

Advanced Oxidation Processes (AOPs): These are usually implemented to degrade impurities in water or air by using strong chemical reactions. Most 

AOPs use chemicals such as ozone or ultraviolet light that destroy the pollutants. Ozone, for instance, is a strong oxidant that reacts with pollutants to 

break them into smaller, harmless molecules. Similarly, UV light is helpful in producing reactive particles that destroy the pollutants. This method tends 

to be effective in removing a wide range of harmful substances, making the water or air much cleaner [28, 29]. 

Electrostatic Precipitators (ESPs): ESPs work by air cleansing through filtration of very small particles amidst the fumes of exhaust, which emanate from 

factories or power plants. In a model, an electrical field is developed which charges all the particles in the exhaust. These charged particles now feel an 

attraction for plates carrying the opposite charge. This process helps to minimize the quantity of dust and other particulate matter released in the air, 

improving air quality [30, 31]. 

Bioremediation (BR): It utilizes the metabolic capability of living organisms, such as bacteria, fungi, or plants, to detoxify environmental pollutants. 

These usually consist of harmless bacteria being added directly to the polluted soil or water, where they metabolically break down harmful chemicals 

into less harmful substances. On the other hand, plants absorb and store pollutants through their roots. The approach generally consists of cleanup 

methodologies of oil spills, heavy metals, and other contaminants to restore polluted areas to better health conditions [32-34]. 

Membrane Filtration (MF): It is a water filtration technique, or air, from its pollutants by passing it through a special filter. The filter itself, also known 

as a membrane, allows clean water or air to pass through its small pores while holding larger particles and contaminants in its pores. Membranes vary in 

kind and depend upon the kind of particles which have to be filtered. For example, microfiltration removes larger-sized particulates such as sand and dirt 

while ultra-filtration can remove smaller ones that even include bacteria and viruses. 

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS): One of the main causes of global warming is carbon dioxide emissions, which can be reduced with the use of CCS 

technology. Before being released into the environment, carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from a variety of sources, including power plants and industrial 

operations, are captured through this process. The acquired carbon dioxide is sent to storage locations, which are frequently found far below ground in 

geological structures, where it is kept safe for extended periods of time. Additionally, this helps control the release of greenhouse gases and stops CO2 

from contributing to global warming [37, 38]. 

Catalytic Converters (CC): Catalytic converters are installed in the exhaust systems of automotive vehicles and other related machines to reduce injurious 

emissions. They have some special materials commonly referred to as catalysts, which accelerate chemical reactions. Such reactions change injurious 

gases such as carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx) as well as hydrocarbons into less injurious elements such as carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrogen 

and water vapor. Thus, catalytic converters help in lowering air pollution and enhancing the quality of air [39, 40]. 

The presented selection criteria and their alternatives form the basis of a practical, focused approach for decision-makers in evaluating and prioritizing 

those environmental technologies for sustainable pollution control. 

3.3. Fuzzy TOPSIS Methodology: 

Fuzzy TOPSIS has been applied for the technique of order preference by similarity to ideal solution in this research work for assessment and ranking of 

sustainable environmental technologies for pollution control. It started with the identification of important criteria like environmental impact, economic 

feasibility, and technological maturity, all of which are very crucial in assessing the sustainability of these technologies. The fuzzy nature of the 

methodology allows the modeling of uncertainty and vagueness inherent in expert judgments and elicits the ability to capture the complexity or even 

controversy of real-world decision-making. The proposed methodology should, therefore, be able to systematically handle ambiguity in criteria weights 
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and performance ratings by converting qualitative assessments into fuzzy numbers and constructing a fuzzy decision matrix. The final step was to 

determine the closeness coefficient of each alternative, a measure of how close the chosen technology stands from the ideal solution, thus allowing a 

more objective comparison and ranking of the technologies. 

The suitability of the Fuzzy TOPSIS methodology has something to do with its capability to address multidimensional and uncertain natures of 

environmental decision-making problems. In each technology related to pollution control, there are various trade-offs among the environmental, 

economic, and social features involved that make it difficult to derive a clear preference based on conventional methods. This technique, Fuzzy TOPSIS, 

integrates fuzziness to capture the subjective and imprecise information from the stakeholders and experts. That gives it a particular effectiveness for 

cases where precise numerical data may not exist or be unreliable. Further, the ability of this method to consider multiple criteria and give a ranking on 

the relative importance of those criteria meets the objective of the present study, which is to select the most feasible and effective technologies for 

pollution control. This can enhance the robustness, as well as harmonization with wider sustainability goals in decision-making [44-47]. 

4. Results 

Results of this study present an in-depth analysis of the performance of different environmental technologies for sustainable pollution control. In this 

research, each technology is systematically compared with a set of well-defined criteria using an MCDM approach by considering stakeholder preferences 

and accounting for uncertainties inherent in the decision-making process. The outcome of the analysis presenting the comparative performance of the 

technologies under consideration is presented in this section. These outcomes provide an insight into the relative strengths and weaknesses of each 

technology. In fact, it is a critical source for any decision-maker desiring to enforce an effective pollution control strategy. This section presents an 

application of the Fuzzy TOPSIS methodology to rank sustainable environmental technologies by their effectiveness in pollution control. The criteria 

were defined and weighted, fuzzy decision matrices were built, and closeness coefficients of each alternative were calculated. Such methodology provided 

a way to compare the technologies with nuances by taking into account inherent uncertainties and diverse criteria relevant to environmental sustainability. 

The results present the relative performance of each technology and those that are the best to help achieve goals on pollution control in different 

circumstances. 

Step 1:  Create a decision matrix  

This study has 6 criteria and 6 alternatives which are ranked by the FUZZY TOPSIS method. Table 1 represents the type of criterion-weight assigned to 

each criterion. 

Table 1 Characteristics of Criteria 

Name Type Weight 

EI + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

EF + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

SA + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

TM + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

RC + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

SF + (0.167,0.167,0.167)  

The following Table 2 shows the fuzzy scale used in the model. 

Table 2 Fuzzy Scale 

Code Linguistic terms L M U 

1 Very low 1 1 3 

2 Low 1 3 5 

3 Medium 3 5 7 

4 High 5 7 9 

5 Very high 7 9 9 

The alternatives are weighted for the various criteria and the outcomes of the decision matrix are shown below. Remember that if several experts are 

participating in the review, then the matrix below in Table 3 presents the arithmetic mean of all experts. 
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Table 3 Decision Matrix 

 EI EF SA TM RC SF 

AOPs (5.000,7.000,8.60

0) 

(6.400,8.400,9.00

0) 

(5.800,7.800,9.00

0) 

(6.000,8.000,8.60

0) 

(5.600,7.600,8.80

0) 

(6.200,8.200,9.00

0) 

ESPs (4.000,6.000,7.80

0) 

(2.600,4.600,6.60

0) 

(3.600,5.600,7.60

0) 

(3.000,5.000,7.00

0) 

(3.600,5.600,7.60

0) 

(3.000,5.000,7.00

0) 

BR (2.800,4.600,6.60

0) 

(1.800,3.400,5.40

0) 

(2.600,4.600,6.60

0) 

(1.600,3.400,5.40

0) 

(2.400,4.000,6.00

0) 

(2.000,4.000,6.00

0) 

MF (3.600,5.600,7.60

0) 

(4.200,6.200,8.20

0) 

(3.400,5.400,7.40

0) 

(3.800,5.800,7.80

0) 

(3.800,5.800,7.80

0) 

(4.400,6.400,8.40

0) 

CCS (5.200,7.200,9.00

0) 

(4.600,6.600,8.00

0) 

(4.600,6.600,8.20

0) 

(5.400,7.400,8.80

0) 

(5.800,7.800,9.00

0) 

(5.800,7.800,9.00

0) 

CC (1.600,3.600,5.60

0) 

(2.800,4.800,6.80

0) 

(2.200,4.200,6.20

0) 

(2.400,4.400,6.40

0) 

(2.600,4.600,6.60

0) 

(2.800,4.400,6.40

0) 

Step 2: Create the normalized decision matrix 

The following connection can be used to create a normalised choice matrix based on the positive and negative ideal solutions: 

r̃ij = (
aij

cj
∗ ,

bij

cj
∗ ,

cij

cj
∗ )     ;    cj

∗ = maxi cij ; Positive ideal solution 

r̃ij = (
aj

−

cij
,

aj
−

bij
,

aj
−

aij
)     ;    aj

− = mini aij ; Negative ideal solution 

The normalized decision matrix is shown in the Table 4 below. 

Table 4 A normalized decision matrix 

 EI EF SA TM RC SF 

AOPs (0.556,0.778,0.95

6) 

(0.711,0.933,1.00

0) 

(0.644,0.867,1.00

0) 

(0.682,0.909,0.97

7) 

(0.622,0.844,0.97

8) 

(0.689,0.911,1.00

0) 

ESPs (0.444,0.667,0.86

7) 

(0.289,0.511,0.73

3) 

(0.400,0.622,0.84

4) 

(0.341,0.568,0.79

5) 

(0.400,0.622,0.84

4) 

(0.333,0.556,0.77

8) 

BR (0.311,0.511,0.73

3) 

(0.200,0.378,0.60

0) 

(0.289,0.511,0.73

3) 

(0.182,0.386,0.61

4) 

(0.267,0.444,0.66

7) 

(0.222,0.444,0.66

7) 

MF (0.400,0.622,0.84

4) 

(0.467,0.689,0.91

1) 

(0.378,0.600,0.82

2) 

(0.432,0.659,0.88

6) 

(0.422,0.644,0.86

7) 

(0.489,0.711,0.93

3) 

CCS (0.578,0.800,1.00

0) 

(0.511,0.733,0.88

9) 

(0.511,0.733,0.91

1) 

(0.614,0.841,1.00

0) 

(0.644,0.867,1.00

0) 

(0.644,0.867,1.00

0) 

CC (0.178,0.400,0.62

2) 

(0.311,0.533,0.75

6) 

(0.244,0.467,0.68

9) 

(0.273,0.500,0.72

7) 

(0.289,0.511,0.73

3) 

(0.311,0.489,0.71

1) 

Step 3: Create the weighted normalized decision matrix 

Since each of those criteria has a different weight attached to it, the weighted normalized decision matrix can be calculated by multiplying each criterion's 

weight in the normalized fuzzy decision matrix by the following formula. 

ṽij = r̃ij. w̃ij 

Where w̃ij represents weight of criterion cj  

The following Table 5 shows the weighted normalized decision matrix 
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Table 5 The weighted normalized decision matrix 

 EI EF SA TM RC SF 

AOPs (0.093,0.130,0.160

) 

(0.119,0.156,0.167

) 

(0.108,0.145,0.167

) 

(0.114,0.152,0.163

) 

(0.104,0.141,0.163

) 

(0.115,0.152,0.167

) 

ESPs (0.074,0.111,0.145

) 

(0.048,0.085,0.122

) 

(0.067,0.104,0.141

) 

(0.057,0.095,0.133

) 

(0.067,0.104,0.141

) 

(0.056,0.093,0.130

) 

BR (0.052,0.085,0.122

) 

(0.033,0.063,0.100

) 

(0.048,0.085,0.122

) 

(0.030,0.065,0.102

) 

(0.045,0.074,0.111

) 

(0.037,0.074,0.111

) 

MF (0.067,0.104,0.141

) 

(0.078,0.115,0.152

) 

(0.063,0.100,0.137

) 

(0.072,0.110,0.148

) 

(0.071,0.108,0.145

) 

(0.082,0.119,0.156

) 

CCS (0.096,0.134,0.167

) 

(0.085,0.122,0.148

) 

(0.085,0.122,0.152

) 

(0.102,0.140,0.167

) 

(0.108,0.145,0.167

) 

(0.108,0.145,0.167

) 

CC (0.030,0.067,0.104

) 

(0.052,0.089,0.126

) 

(0.041,0.078,0.115

) 

(0.046,0.084,0.121

) 

(0.048,0.085,0.122

) 

(0.052,0.082,0.119

) 

Step 4: Determine the fuzzy positive ideal solution (FPIS, A*) and the fuzzy negative ideal solution (FNIS, A−) 

The FPIS and FNIS of the alternatives can be defined as follows: 

A∗ = {ṽ1
∗, ṽ2

∗ , … , ṽn
∗ } = {(max

j
vij |i ∈ B) , (min

j
vij |i ∈ C)} 

A− = {ṽ1
−, ṽ2

−, … , ṽn
−} = {(min

j
vij |i ∈ B) , (max

j
vij |i ∈ C)} 

Where ṽi
∗ is the max value of  i for all the alternatives and ṽ1

− is the min value of i  for all the alternatives. B and C represent the positive and negative 

ideal solutions, respectively.  

The positive and negative ideal solutions are shown in the Table 6 below. 

Table 6 The positive and negative ideal solutions 

 Positive ideal Negative ideal 

EI (0.096,0.134,0.167) (0.030,0.067,0.104) 

EF (0.119,0.156,0.167) (0.033,0.063,0.100) 

SA (0.108,0.145,0.167) (0.041,0.078,0.115) 

TM (0.114,0.152,0.167) (0.030,0.065,0.102) 

RC (0.108,0.145,0.167) (0.045,0.074,0.111) 

SF (0.115,0.152,0.167) (0.037,0.074,0.111) 

Step 5: Calculate the distance between each alternative and the fuzzy positive ideal solution A∗and the distance between each alternative and the fuzzy 

negative ideal solution A− 

The distance between each alternative and FPIS and the distance between each alternative and FNIS are respectively calculated as follows: 

Si
∗ = ∑ d(ṽij

n
j=1 , ṽj

∗)      i=1,2,…,m       

Si
− = ∑ d(ṽij

n
j=1 , ṽj

−)      i=1,2,…,m       

d is the distance between two fuzzy numbers , when given two triangular fuzzy numbers (a1, b1, c1) and (a2, b2, c2), e distance between the two can be 

calculated as follows: 

dv(M̃1, M̃2) = √
1

3
[(a1 − a2)2 + (b1 − b2)2 + (c1 − c2)2] 

Note that  d(ṽij, ṽj
∗)  and  d(ṽij, ṽj

−)  are crisp numbers. 

The Table 7 below shows distance from positive and negative ideal solutions 
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Table 7 Distance from positive and negative ideal solutions 

 Distance from positive ideal Distance from negative ideal 

AOPs 0.011 0.414 

ESPs 0.262 0.165 

BR 0.397 0.027 

MF 0.2 0.229 

CCS 0.065 0.362 

CC 0.365 0.061 

Step 6: Calculate the closeness coefficient and rank the alternatives 

The closeness coefficient of each alternative can be calculated as follows: 

CCi =
Si

−

Si
+ + Si

− 

The best alternative is closest to the FPIS and farthest to the FNIS. The closeness coefficient of each alternative and the ranking order of it are shown in 

the Table 8 below. 

Table 8 Closeness coefficient 

 Ci Rank 

AOPs 0.974 1 

ESPs 0.386 4 

BR 0.064 6 

MF 0.534 3 

CCS 0.848 2 

CC 0.144 5 

The following graph in Figure 1 shows the closeness coefficient of each alternative. 

 

Fig. 1 Closeness coefficient 

The findings of this research study reveal a comprehensive ranking of various pollution control technologies based on their effectiveness, as measured 

by their Closeness coefficient (Ci). Advanced Oxidation Processes (AOPs) emerged as the most effective technology with a high Closeness coefficient 

of 0.974, indicating its superior performance in pollution control. Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) followed, with a Closeness coefficient of 0.848, 

reflecting its strong effectiveness but slightly lower than AOPs. Membrane Filtration (MF) ranked third with a Ci of 0.534, suggesting it is a solid option, 

though less effective than AOPs and CCS. Electrostatic Precipitators (ESPs) were placed fourth with a Closeness coefficient of 0.386, showing moderate 
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effectiveness. Catalytic Converters (CC) and Bioremediation (BR) ranked lower, with Ci values of 0.144 and 0.064, respectively, indicating that these 

technologies are less effective in comparison to the higher-ranked alternatives. This ranking provides valuable insights for decision-makers aiming to 

prioritize technologies based on their pollution control efficacy. 

5. Discussion 

The results of this research give an in-depth view of the effectiveness of the various applied technologies of pollution control and shed light on the relative 

performance based upon the Closeness coefficient, Ci. These rankings are critically important with respect to the potential applications and overall 

efficacy of said technologies in the management of different types of pollutants. 

AOPs were rated as the most promising of the technologies evaluated with the highest closeness coefficient of 0.974 [48, 49]. This is indicative of the 

fact that advanced chemical treatment techniques of AOPs involve the generation of highly active species for a wide range of organic and inorganic 

pollutants to effectively provide their degradation. This outstanding ranking is especially pronounced when other traditional methods have poor 

performance. Because of its competence in handling complex contaminants and achieving high levels of pollutant degradation, AOP has become the 

choice for rigorous pollution control applications. Its effectiveness suggests that AOP technology may be especially valuable in industries with challenging 

streams and demanding better treatment technologies. 

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) secured the second position with a Closeness coefficient of 0.848. CCS technologies are designed to capture carbon 

dioxide emissions from industrial sources and store them securely to prevent their release into the atmosphere. The high ranking of CCS underscores its 

critical role in mitigating climate change by addressing greenhouse gas emissions. However, the slightly lower effectiveness compared to AOPs may be 

attributed to the complexity and high costs associated with the implementation of CCS systems. The need for extensive infrastructure and ongoing 

operational challenges can impact its overall performance. Despite these challenges, CCS remains a crucial technology for reducing carbon footprints 

and combating global warming. 

MF came third with a Closeness coefficient of 0.534. It is an effective technology that uses semi-permeable membranes to separate contaminants from 

liquids, particularly water. The position of MF in the middle shows the critical application of MF in the water and wastewater treatment train. While MF 

is effective in removing particulate matter and dissolved substances, this process is somewhat limited as compared to AOPs and CCS in terms of wider 

applications in pollution controls. This can be particularly true for applications in the area of separations and purifications; thus, its effectiveness may not 

be that complete with regard to all types of pollutants. Electrostatic Precipitators ranked fourth with a Closeness coefficient of 0.386. In practice, ESPs 

serve to capture particulate matter from industrial emissions based on electrostatic forces. They are effective in the abatement of particulate pollution but 

less versatile in handling other types of pollutants. The problem is that performance is limited, as their role is mainly particulate removal rather than a 

broader spectrum of pollutant control. This ranking would suggest the requirement to complement ESPs with complementary technologies in view of 

more comprehensive pollution control. 

CC and BR scored closely from the fifth to the sixth with 0.144 and 0.064 in their Closeness coefficients, respectively. Catalytic Converters have a major 

embedding on vehicles to reduce poisonous gases like nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons by means of catalyst conversion, thus showing lesser 

effectiveness when applied in larger contexts like pollution control. Since it is a special application, it should be that their general impact is also much 

lesser than those of the other general technologies. The lowest Closeness coefficient is that of Bioremediation, which applies biological processes for 

pollutant degradation. Though quite efficient in a number of applications, like soil or water decontamination, Bioremediation is effective in general, as 

its action is usually slower and depends on favorable environmental conditions. These results once more point to the right selection of pollution control 

technology depending on needs and site conditions. While AOPs and CCS are, respectively, more effective in their sets, the appropriateness of each 

technology would again be very different for the type of pollutant or context in which it would be applied. This paper thus provides a useful framework 

for decision-makers in order to evaluate and prioritize the selected pollution control technologies for any given solution to a certain environmental 

problem. Results also stress the need for development and improvement of pollution control technologies continuously, so that the emergent 

environmental challenges could generally be met more effectively. 

6. Conclusion 

This study successfully assessed and ranked several pollution control technologies in order of AOPs, CCS, and MF. The outcomes showed the potentials 

of AOPs to work within wide ranges of variables for any given pollutant and the importance of CCS in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions. While this 

effectiveness holds, Membrane Filtration and Electrostatic Precipitators are applications that are a bit more specialized. Catalytic Converters and 

Bioremediation reveal limitations for broader applications in general pollution control contexts, since they deal with more limited applications. The 

importance of this study is that it has given a structured frame in which to appraise and prioritize pollution control technologies for effectiveness, thus 

helping decisions by all concerned on the basis of effectiveness and application context. This framework is particularly helpful to industries and 

policymakers in that they can now pin effective pollution control measures helpful in improving environmental sustainability. Nevertheless, there are 

several limitations to this study. Each of these case studies was defined by a set of selected technologies and selected criteria, which may not be considered 

fully representative of all facets of pollution control. The ranking of efficiencies will depend upon the particular contexts in which the technologies operate 

and will alter with different environmental conditions or technologies which provide further improvements. Other future studies should also be involved 

in an expanded array of technologies and criteria while, at the same time, considering real-world case studies that could further validate such research. 
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The study of evolving technologies and their integration with other existing ones could go a long way in yielding more findings relating to performance 

and potential use with respect to emerging environmental challenges. Dynamic and context-specific enhancement of the framework will provide even 

more holistic and applicable outcomes toward assessments of pollution control technologies. 

References 

1. McKinley, D. C., Miller-Rushing, A. J., Ballard, H. L., Bonney, R., Brown, H., Cook-Patton, S. C., ... & Soukup, M. A. (2017). Citizen science 

can improve conservation science, natural resource management, and environmental protection. Biological conservation, 208, 15-28. 

2. Johns, R. A., & Beach, J. (2023). Experiencing nature at Weedon Island Nature Preserve: Discourses of duality, willful blindness and ecological 

nobility. Journal of Outdoor and Environmental Education, 26(1), 71-99. 

3. Ugbekile, P. C., & Chaigneau, T. (2024). Does spending time with nature affect people’s desire to protect it? A case study of Nigerian beachgoers. 

Geography, 109(2), 79-88. 

4. Roux, D. J., Smith, M. K. S., Smit, I. P., Freitag, S., Slabbert, L., Mokhatla, M. M., ... & Mpapane, N. P. (2020). Cultural ecosystem services as 

complex outcomes of people–nature interactions in protected areas. Ecosystem Services, 43, 101111. 

5. Hegab, H., Shaban, I., Jamil, M., & Khanna, N. (2023). Toward sustainable future: Strategies, indicators, and challenges for implementing 

sustainable production systems. Sustainable Materials and Technologies, 36, e00617. 

6. Giannetti, B. F., Agostinho, F., Eras, J. C., Yang, Z., & Almeida, C. M. V. B. (2020). Cleaner production for achieving the sustainable 

development goals. Journal of Cleaner Production, 271, 122127. 

7. Hovardas, T. (2021). Social sustainability as social learning: Insights from multi-stakeholder environmental governance. Sustainability, 13(14), 

7744. 

8. Alexander, A., Walker, H., & Delabre, I. (2022). A decision theory perspective on wicked problems, SDGs and stakeholders: the case of 

deforestation. Journal of Business Ethics, 180(4), 975-995. 

9. Pluchinotta, I., Salvia, G., & Zimmermann, N. (2022). The importance of eliciting stakeholders’ system boundary perceptions for problem 

structuring and decision-making. European Journal of Operational Research, 302(1), 280-293. 

10. Fortnam, M., Chaigneau, T., Evans, L., & Bastian, L. (2023). Practitioner approaches to trade‐off decision‐making in marine conservation 

development. People and Nature, 5(5), 1636-1648. 

11. Hosseinzadeh, M., Hama, H. K., Ghafour, M. Y., Masdari, M., Ahmed, O. H., & Khezri, H. (2020). Service selection using multi-criteria decision 

making: a comprehensive overview. Journal of Network and Systems Management, 28, 1639-1693. 

12. Ayan, B., Abacıoğlu, S., & Basilio, M. P. (2023). A comprehensive review of the novel weighting methods for multi-criteria decision-making. 

Information, 14(5), 285. 

13. Effatpanah, S. K., Ahmadi, M. H., Aungkulanon, P., Maleki, A., Sadeghzadeh, M., Sharifpur, M., & Chen, L. (2022). Comparative analysis of 

five widely-used multi-criteria decision-making methods to evaluate clean energy technologies: A case study. Sustainability, 14(3), 1403. 

14. Attri, S. D., Singh, S., Dhar, A., & Powar, S. (2022). Multi-attribute sustainability assessment of wastewater treatment technologies using 

combined fuzzy multi-criteria decision-making techniques. Journal of Cleaner Production, 357, 131849. 

15. An, D., Xi, B., Ren, J., Wang, Y., Jia, X., He, C., & Li, Z. (2017). Sustainability assessment of groundwater remediation technologies based on 

multi-criteria decision making method. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 119, 36-46. 

16. Campos-Guzmán, V., García-Cáscales, M. S., Espinosa, N., & Urbina, A. (2019). Life Cycle Analysis with Multi-Criteria Decision Making: A 

review of approaches for the sustainability evaluation of renewable energy technologies. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 104, 343-

366. 

17. Zhou, G., Gu, Y., Yuan, H., Gong, Y., & Wu, Y. (2020). Selecting sustainable technologies for disposal of municipal sewage sludge using a 

multi-criterion decision-making method: A case study from China. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 161, 104881. 

18. Si, J., Marjanovic-Halburd, L., Nasiri, F., & Bell, S. (2016). Assessment of building-integrated green technologies: A review and case study on 

applications of Multi-Criteria Decision Making (MCDM) method. Sustainable cities and society, 27, 106-115. 

19. Carli, R., Dotoli, M., & Pellegrino, R. (2018). Multi-criteria decision-making for sustainable metropolitan cities assessment. Journal of 

environmental management, 226, 46-61. 

20. Ali, Y., Pervez, H., & Khan, J. (2020). Selection of the most feasible wastewater treatment technology in Pakistan using multi-criteria decision-

making (MCDM). Water conservation science and engineering, 5(3), 199-213. 

21. Maxim, A. (2014). Sustainability assessment of electricity generation technologies using weighted multi-criteria decision analysis. Energy 

Policy, 65, 284-297. 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 7, pp 1536-1547 July 2025                                     1546 

 

 

22. Siksnelyte, I., Zavadskas, E. K., Streimikiene, D., & Sharma, D. (2018). An overview of multi-criteria decision-making methods in dealing with 

sustainable energy development issues. Energies, 11(10), 2754. 

23. Abdel-Basset, M., Gamal, A., Chakrabortty, R. K., & Ryan, M. (2021). Development of a hybrid multi-criteria decision-making approach for 

sustainability evaluation of bioenergy production technologies: A case study. Journal of Cleaner Production, 290, 125805. 

24. Castro, L. M., & Lechthaler, F. (2022). The contribution of bio-economic assessments to better informed land-use decision making: An overview. 

Ecological Engineering, 174, 106449. 

25. Mohamed, A. M. O., Mohamed, D., Fayad, A., & Al Nahyan, M. T. (2024). Enhancing Decision Making and Decarbonation in Environmental 

Management: A Review on the Role of Digital Technologies. Sustainability, 16(16), 7156. 

26. Hoek, A. C., Malekpour, S., Raven, R., Court, E., & Byrne, E. (2021). Towards environmentally sustainable food systems: decision-making 

factors in sustainable food production and consumption. Sustainable Production and Consumption, 26, 610-626. 

27. Lin, S. H., Zhao, X., Wu, J., Liang, F., Li, J. H., Lai, R. J., ... & Tzeng, G. H. (2021). An evaluation framework for developing green infrastructure 

by using a new hybrid multiple attribute decision-making model for promoting environmental sustainability. Socio-Economic Planning Sciences, 

75, 100909. 

28. Priyadarshini, M., Das, I., Ghangrekar, M. M., & Blaney, L. (2022). Advanced oxidation processes: Performance, advantages, and scale-up of 

emerging technologies. Journal of environmental management, 316, 115295. 

29. Pandis, P. K., Kalogirou, C., Kanellou, E., Vaitsis, C., Savvidou, M. G., Sourkouni, G., ... & Argirusis, C. (2022). Key points of advanced 

oxidation processes (AOPs) for wastewater, organic pollutants and pharmaceutical waste treatment: A mini review. ChemEngineering, 6(1), 8. 

30. Afshari, A., Ekberg, L., Forejt, L., Mo, J., Rahimi, S., Siegel, J., ... & Zhang, J. (2020). Electrostatic precipitators as an indoor air cleaner—a 

literature review. Sustainability, 12(21), 8774. 

31. De Oliveira, A. E., & Guerra, V. G. (2021). Electrostatic precipitation of nanoparticles and submicron particles: review of technological 

strategies. Process Safety and Environmental Protection, 153, 422-438. 

32. Mishra, A., Mishra, S. P., Arshi, A., Agarwal, A., & Dwivedi, S. K. (2020). Plant-microbe interactions for bioremediation and phytoremediation 

of environmental pollutants and agro-ecosystem development. Bioremediation of Industrial Waste for Environmental Safety: Volume II: 

Biological Agents and Methods for Industrial Waste Management, 415-436. 

33. Saha, P., & Bhaskara Rao, K. V. (2021). Immobilization as a powerful bioremediation tool for abatement of dye pollution: a review. 

Environmental Reviews, 29(2), 277-299. 

34. Negrin, V. L., Gironés, L., & Serra, A. V. (2020). Eco-friendly strategies of remediation in the marine system: Bioremediation and 

phytoremediation. In Coastal and deep ocean pollution (pp. 184-214). CRC Press. 

35. Chadha, U., Selvaraj, S. K., Thanu, S. V., Cholapadath, V., Abraham, A. M., Manoharan, M., & Paramsivam, V. (2022). A review of the function 

of using carbon nanomaterials in membrane filtration for contaminant removal from wastewater. Materials Research Express, 9(1), 012003. 

36. Saravanakumar, K., De Silva, S., Santosh, S. S., Sathiyaseelan, A., Ganeshalingam, A., Jamla, M., ... & Wang, M. H. (2022). Impact of industrial 

effluents on the environment and human health and their remediation using MOFs-based hybrid membrane filtration techniques. Chemosphere, 

307, 135593. 

37. Bahman, N., Al-Khalifa, M., Al Baharna, S., Abdulmohsen, Z., & Khan, E. (2023). Review of carbon capture and storage technologies in selected 

industries: potentials and challenges. Reviews in Environmental Science and Bio/Technology, 22(2), 451-470. 

38. Gür, T. M. (2022). Carbon dioxide emissions, capture, storage and utilization: Review of materials, processes and technologies. Progress in 

Energy and Combustion Science, 89, 100965. 

39. Naveenkumar, R., Kumar, S. R., Pushyanthkumar, G., & Kumaran, S. S. (2020). NOx, CO & HC control by adopting activated charcoal enriched 

filter in catalytic converter of diesel engine. Materials Today: Proceedings, 22, 2283-2290. 

40. Sharma, G. S., Sugavaneswaran, M., & Prakash, R. (2022). NOx reduction in IC engines through after treatment catalytic converter. In NOx 

Emission Control Technologies in Stationary and Automotive Internal Combustion Engines (pp. 223-253). Elsevier. 

41. al-Sulbi, K., Chaurasia, P. K., Attaallah, A., Agrawal, A., Pandey, D., Verma, V. R., ... & Ansari, M. T. J. (2023). A fuzzy TOPSIS-based 

approach for comprehensive evaluation of bio-medical waste management: advancing sustainability and decision-making. Sustainability, 15(16), 

12565. 

42. Ansari, M. T. J., Al-Zahrani, F. A., Pandey, D., & Agrawal, A. (2020). A fuzzy TOPSIS based analysis toward selection of effective security 

requirements engineering approach for trustworthy healthcare software development. BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making, 20, 1-

13. 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 7, pp 1536-1547 July 2025                                     1547 

 

 

43. Afsordegan, A., Sánchez, M., Agell, N., Zahedi, S., & Cremades, L. V. (2016). Decision making under uncertainty using a qualitative TOPSIS 

method for selecting sustainable energy alternatives. International journal of environmental science and technology, 13, 1419-1432. 

44. Colapinto, C., Jayaraman, R., Ben Abdelaziz, F., & La Torre, D. (2020). Environmental sustainability and multifaceted development: multi-

criteria decision models with applications. Annals of Operations Research, 293(2), 405-432. 

45. Kharat, M. G., Murthy, S., Kamble, S. J., Raut, R. D., Kamble, S. S., & Kharat, M. G. (2019). Fuzzy multi-criteria decision analysis for 

environmentally conscious solid waste treatment and disposal technology selection. Technology in Society, 57, 20-29. 

46. Liu, B., Tang, J., Li, Z., Yan, Y., & Chen, J. (2020). Optimal selection of sewage treatment technologies in town areas: a coupled multi-criteria 

decision-making model. Environmental management, 66, 709-721. 

47. Eseoğlu, G. (2022). A Fuzzy Novel Model for Process Selection of Wastewater Treatment Technologies (Doctoral dissertation, Marmara 

Universitesi (Turkey)). 

48. Bermúdez, L. A., Pascual, J. M., Martínez, M. D. M. M., & Poyatos Capilla, J. M. (2021). Effectiveness of advanced oxidation processes in 

wastewater treatment: State of the art. Water, 13(15), 2094. 

49. Machuca-Martínez, F., Almansa-Ortegón, M., & Manyoma-Velázquez, P. C. (2020). Multi-criteria analysis for the selection of advanced 

oxidation technologies in the treatment of emerging pollutants. Respuestas, 25(2), 16-27. 

 

 


