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ABSTRACT  

As the global demand for clean and renewable energy continues to grow, organic solar cells (OSCs) have emerged as a promising alternative to traditional 

photovoltaic technologies. Based on organic molecules and polymers, OSCs offer advantages such as lightweight design, mechanical flexibility, low-cost 

manufacturing, and semi-transparency. This paper explores the working principles, recent advancements, material developments, and performance challenges 

associated with organic solar cells. Through a detailed review of current research and innovations, it also evaluates the feasibility of OSCs for large-scale 

applications. While OSCs are yet to achieve the efficiency levels of silicon-based solar cells, their unique benefits and rapid development trajectory make them a 

compelling candidate for next-generation solar energy systems. 

1. Introduction to Organic Solar Cells 

Organic Solar Cells (OSCs), also known as organic photovoltaic cells (OPVs), represent a promising technology in the field of renewable energy. Unlike 

conventional silicon-based solar cells, OSCs are made using organic molecules—typically carbon-based polymers or small molecules—that absorb 

sunlight and convert it into electricity. Their lightweight nature, mechanical flexibility, potential for low-cost manufacturing, and ability to be produced 

in large areas via roll-to-roll printing processes make them attractive for diverse applications. 

The basic operation of an organic solar cell mirrors that of traditional photovoltaic cells: it captures sunlight and converts it into electrical energy. 

However, the materials and mechanisms involved differ significantly, offering both advantages and limitations that shape the development and 

commercial viability of the technology. 

2. Literature Review  

The concept of using organic compounds for photovoltaic energy conversion dates back to the 1950s, but it was not until 1986 that Tang first demonstrated 

a functional organic heterojunction solar cell with around 1% efficiency. Since then, the field has evolved dramatically. 

Recent literature highlights several important trends: 

1. Kaltenbrunner et al. (2012) reported ultra-lightweight and flexible organic solar modules, showcasing OSCs’ potential in wearable technologies. 

2. In 2019, Hou et al. developed a non-fullerene acceptor system with a certified power conversion efficiency (PCE) exceeding 17%. 

3. Li et al. (2021) explored tandem organic solar cells, where multiple layers harvest different parts of the solar spectrum, pushing efficiency beyond 

19%. 

Many studies emphasize the trade-off between efficiency, stability, and manufacturing cost. Fullerene-based acceptors, once standard, are gradually being 

replaced by non-fullerene acceptors due to their tunable energy levels and improved absorption. 

3. Mythology  

This paper is structured as a review-based, qualitative study. Sources include recent journal publications, experimental reports, and industry white papers 

from 2010–2024. 

Key areas analyzed: 

• Types of active layer materials (donors and acceptors) 

• Device architectures (e.g., bulk heterojunction, tandem cells) 
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• Fabrication methods (solution processing, roll-to-roll printing) 

• Stability and degradation mechanisms 

• Scalability and commercialization efforts 

Each aspect is examined in terms of its contribution to improving OSC performance, cost-effectiveness, and durability. 

4. Discussion  

4.1 Working Principle of OSCs 

Organic solar cells typically use a donor-acceptor blend to create a bulk heterojunction. When sunlight hits the active layer, it excites electrons, forming 

bound electron-hole pairs (excitons). These excitons diffuse to the donor-acceptor interface, where they are separated into free charges and collected at 

the electrodes, producing electric current. 

4.2 Materials and Architectures 

Donor materials often include conjugated polymers like P3HT or PBDB-T, while acceptors have evolved from fullerenes (like PCBM) to non-fullerene 

molecules (e.g., Y6 derivatives). The bulk heterojunction structure remains the most popular due to its efficient charge separation and transport. 

Tandem cells—stacks of multiple active layers—are being developed to capture a wider spectrum of sunlight and reduce recombination losses. 

4.3 Advantages 

Lightweight and Flexible: Enables integration into fabrics, windows, or curved surfaces. 

Low-Cost Processing: Solution-based techniques like inkjet or screen printing require less energy than silicon wafer production. 

Aesthetic Integration: Semi-transparent OSCs can be used for solar windows or facades. 

4.4 Limitations 

Efficiency: Although PCEs have surpassed 19% in lab settings, commercial OSCs typically lag behind crystalline silicon in real-world conditions. 

Stability: Exposure to oxygen, moisture, and UV light leads to degradation over time, reducing cell lifespan. 

Scalability: Maintaining performance when scaling from lab-scale devices to large-area modules remains challenging. 

4.5 Commercial Outlook 

While OSCs are not yet mainstream, they are finding niche applications where flexibility and aesthetics outweigh efficiency needs. Companies like 

Heliatek and Armor are already producing commercial OSC panels for building-integrated photovoltaics and indoor energy harvesting. 

5. Conclusion 

Organic solar cells represent a vibrant area of photovoltaic research with the potential to complement existing solar technologies in flexible, lightweight, 

and cost-sensitive applications. Although OSCs face significant hurdles in terms of efficiency and stability, continued progress in materials science, 

device engineering, and encapsulation techniques is closing the gap. If current trends continue, organic solar cells could become a key player in the 

transition to a more sustainable and diversified energy future. 
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