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INTRODUCTION  

Promoting equality in education between rural and urban areas has been a longstanding challenge in many countries worldwide. This issue arises due to 

disparities in resources, infrastructure, and opportunities between these two distinct settings. Here is a brief background on the efforts to address this 

issue: Historically, rural areas have often been at a disadvantage in terms of educational opportunities. Equally important Limited access to schools, 

lower-quality infrastructure, and fewer qualified teachers have contributed to these disparities. With the global trend of urbanization, more people are 

moving to cities in search of better opportunities, including education. This has further widened the gap between urban and rural education systems. 

Again, rural areas typically have fewer financial resources allocated for education. This results in underfunded schools, outdated materials, and inadequate 

facilities. 

Also, Attracting and retaining qualified teachers in rural areas can be challenging due to lower salaries and limited professional development opportunities, 

leading to a lower quality of education. Urban areas tend to have better access to technology and the internet, which has become increasingly crucial for 

modern education. Rural students often lack access to digital resources, hindering their learning experiences. Finally, but not limited to this Many 

governments have recognized the need to address these disparities and have implemented various initiatives to promote equality in education. These may 

include increased funding for rural schools, teacher incentives, and infrastructure development. In conclusion, promoting equality in education between 

rural and urban areas is a complex and ongoing endeavour. It requires a multifaceted approach involving government policies, community engagement, 

resource allocation, and a commitment to address the unique challenges faced by students in both settings. Achieving educational equality is not only a 

matter of social justice but also crucial for the overall development and prosperity of nations. Against this backdrop, the seminar aimed ad addressing the 

issues of disparities in accessing quality education between urban and rural areas in Vietnam.  

BACKGROUND OF THE STATE OF EDUCATION IN VIETNAM EMPHASIZING THE URBAN-RURAL 

DIVISION 

Overall Education System in Vietnam: Vietnam places a high value on education and has made significant strides in improving its education system over 

the years. Education is compulsory for children from the ages of 6 to 14. The system includes three main levels: preschool, primary, and secondary 

education, followed by higher education and vocational training. 

Urban Education: 

Quality and Access: Urban areas in Vietnam generally have better access to quality education compared to rural areas. This is partly due to the 

concentration of resources, well-equipped schools, and a higher number of qualified teachers in cities. Urban schools often have better infrastructure, 

such as modern classrooms, libraries, and computer labs. 

Curriculum: Urban schools tend to offer a broader range of subjects and extracurricular activities. Students in urban areas may have more opportunities 

to access advanced courses and participate in various enrichment programs. 

Private Education: Urban areas also have a higher prevalence of private schools, including international schools, which offer alternative education options 

for those who can afford them. 

Rural Education: 

Challenges in Infrastructure: Rural areas in Vietnam face significant challenges in terms of educational infrastructure. Many schools in rural regions lack 

adequate facilities, including clean water, electricity, and proper sanitation. The physical condition of these schools can often be poor. 
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Teacher Shortages: Rural areas struggle with a shortage of qualified teachers. Teachers in rural schools may have lower qualifications compared to their 

urban counterparts, and there may be a lack of specialized teachers for subjects like math and science. 

Access to Educational Resources: Rural students often have limited access to educational resources such as textbooks, educational technology, and 

libraries. This can hinder their overall learning experience. 

Dropout Rates: The urban-rural divide also affects dropout rates, with rural students more likely to leave school early due to factors like the need to work 

to support their families or the lack of transportation options to reach schools. 

Government Initiatives: The Vietnamese government has recognized these disparities and has taken steps to address them. Initiatives include building 

more schools in rural areas, improving teacher training, and providing financial support to disadvantaged students. However, these efforts may take time 

to yield significant results. 

OVERVIEW OF THE SEMINAR  

Seminar Title: Equity in Education: Bridging the Achievement Gap and Overcoming Systemic Inequalities, A Pathway to bridge the Inequality 

Gap between the Urban and Rural Centres 

Date: July 15-17, 2023 

Location: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Organized By: Giwon Educational Link 

Overview: 

The educational landscape is evolving at an unprecedented pace, driven by advancements in technology, changing societal needs, and the quest for 

excellence in learning and teaching.  To Equity in Education: Bridging the Achievement Gap and Overcoming Systemic Inequalities:  A Pathway to 

bridge the Inequality Gap between the Urban and Rural Centres is being organized in the vibrant city of Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam, from July 15 to 17, 2023. 

Purpose and Objectives. 

The presenter presented on the purpose and objectives of the seminar 

To critically examine and address disparities and inequalities in education, with a focus on promoting equitable access and opportunities for all students. 

Educational Infrastructure in Vietnam: 

• Urban: Urban areas generally have a higher density of schools, making it easier for students to access educational institutions. Schools in 

urban areas are often located within a reasonable distance from residential areas. 

• Rural: In rural areas, schools are often more spread out, and students may need to travel longer distances to reach the nearest school. This can 

be a barrier to education, especially in areas with poor transportation infrastructure. 

In Vietnam, like many other countries, there are significant disparities in terms of school buildings, classrooms, libraries, and technology between urban 

and rural areas. These disparities can have a profound impact on the quality of education and opportunities available to students in different regions. Here 

are some key highlights of these disparities: 

School Buildings and Infrastructure: 

Urban areas typically have modern, well-constructed school buildings with proper facilities such as clean restrooms, drinking water, and adequate 

ventilation. 

Rural areas often have older and poorly maintained school buildings that may lack basic amenities. Some schools even operate in makeshift or temporary 

structures. 

Classroom Conditions: 

Urban classrooms are generally better equipped with desks, chairs, and teaching aids. They tend to be more spacious and conducive to learning. 

Rural classrooms may be overcrowded, poorly furnished, and lacking in basic educational materials, making it challenging for students and teachers to 

engage effectively. 

Libraries and Learning Resources: 

Urban schools often have well-stocked libraries with a variety of books, reference materials, and digital resources to support students' learning. 

Rural schools may have limited or no libraries, depriving students of access to essential reading materials and educational resources. 

Technology Access: 
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Urban areas benefit from greater access to technology, including computers, the internet, and multimedia learning tools. This exposure prepares students 

for the digital age. 

In rural areas, there is a significant digital divide, with limited access to computers and the internet. This hinders students' ability to acquire digital literacy 

skills. 

Quality of Teachers: 

Urban schools tend to attract better-qualified teachers due to factors like higher salaries and living conditions. These teachers often have more experience 

and access to professional development opportunities. 

Rural areas struggle to retain qualified teachers, leading to a shortage of skilled educators. Many teachers in rural schools may lack formal training and 

face challenges in delivering quality education 

Access to Educational Resources: 

The availability of educational resources such as textbooks, teaching materials, and extracurricular activities in urban and rural schools are extremely 

different. The urban areas have access to all resources. 

The presenter explained how the lack of resources in rural areas can hinder the quality of education. 

The lack of resources in rural areas can significantly hinder the quality of education in Vietnam, as it can in many other countries. Here are 

several ways in which this issue manifests: 

1. Inadequate Infrastructure: Many rural schools in Vietnam lack proper infrastructure. They often have poorly constructed buildings, insufficient 

classrooms, and inadequate sanitation facilities. These conditions can make it challenging for students to learn comfortably and safely. 

2. Shortage of Qualified Teachers: Rural areas often struggle to attract and retain qualified teachers. Teachers may prefer to work in urban areas 

where they have better access to resources and a higher quality of life. This leads to a shortage of skilled educators in rural schools, which can 

impact the quality of instruction. 

3. Limited Learning Materials: Rural schools frequently lack up-to-date textbooks, educational materials, and technology. This can result in 

outdated curriculum and limited access to supplementary resources that urban schools often take for granted. As a result, students in rural 

areas may not receive a well-rounded education.  

 How these disparities affect students' future opportunities. 

Education disparities can have a profound and long-lasting impact on students' future opportunities. These disparities often stem from differences in 

access to quality education, resources, and support, and they disproportionately affect marginalized communities. Here are some ways in which education 

disparities can affect students' future opportunities: The presenter highlighted on the following 

1. Limited Access to Quality Education: Students in underfunded schools often have limited access to quality teachers, curriculum materials, 

and extracurricular activities. This can result in a lower-quality education that fails to prepare them for future academic and career success. 

2. Lower Academic Achievement: Education disparities can lead to lower academic achievement among students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. They may struggle to meet grade-level expectations, which can limit their options for advanced coursework and college 

admission. 

3. Reduced College Access: Students from marginalized communities may face barriers to accessing higher education, including limited 

financial resources, lack of college preparation resources, and lower standardized test scores. This can reduce their chances of attending college 

and obtaining a degree. 

4. Limited Career Opportunities: A lack of access to quality education can limit students' ability to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary 

for well-paying jobs and careers. This can result in limited career options and lower earning potential over their lifetime. 

SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS 

There was a presentation on the Socio-economic factors 

The role of socioeconomic factors in access to education, including poverty rates and parental education. 

Socioeconomic factors play a significant role in determining access to education, and they can have a profound impact on a person's educational 

opportunities and outcomes. Two key socioeconomic factors that influence access to education are poverty rates and parental education. Here's how each 

of these factors affects access to education said by the presenter: 

1. Poverty Rates: 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 7, pp 391-400 July 2025                                     394 

 

 

• Financial Barriers: Poverty often leads to financial barriers that can limit access to education. Families living in poverty may 

struggle to afford basic necessities, making it difficult to allocate resources for education-related expenses such as school fees, 

books, uniforms, and transportation. 

• Limited Access to Quality Schools: Low-income neighborhoods may lack access to high-quality schools and educational resources. 

Schools in impoverished areas may have inadequate facilities, fewer experienced teachers, and limited extracurricular 

opportunities, all of which can hinder a student's educational development. 

• Health and Nutrition: Poverty can lead to inadequate nutrition and healthcare, which can affect a child's physical and cognitive 

development. Poor health can lead to absenteeism and hinder a student's ability to focus and learn. 

2. Parental Education: 

• Parental Involvement: Parental education levels are often correlated with parental involvement in a child's education. Parents with 

higher levels of education tend to be more engaged in their child's learning, which can positively impact academic performance. 

• Role Models: Parents with higher education levels often serve as role models for their children, emphasizing the importance of 

education and setting high academic expectations. 

• Educational Support: Parents with more education are generally better equipped to provide educational support at home, including 

help with homework and access to educational resources such as books and educational materials. 

HOW THESE FACTORS DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT RURAL COMMUNITIES. (Presenter Two) 

Socio-economic factors can have a significant and disproportionate impact on education in rural communities. Here are some key ways in which 

this occurs: 

1. Limited Access to Educational Resources: Rural areas often have fewer educational resources compared to urban or suburban areas. This 

includes fewer schools, libraries, and extracurricular programs. The lack of access to quality educational resources can hinder the overall 

educational experience. 

2. Underfunded Schools: Rural schools frequently face funding challenges. Property tax revenue, a common source of funding for schools, 

tends to be lower in rural areas with lower property values. This can result in a lack of adequate funding for teacher salaries, classroom 

materials, and technology, which in turn affects the quality of education. 

3. Teacher Shortages: Attracting and retaining qualified teachers in rural areas can be difficult. Many teachers prefer urban or suburban locations 

due to better pay, more opportunities for professional development, and access to amenities. As a result, rural schools may have a higher ratio 

of inexperienced or underqualified educators. 

4. Transportation Barriers: Rural students often have to travel long distances to reach school, which can result in transportation-related 

challenges. This can lead to absenteeism, fatigue, and reduced time available for studying or extracurricular activities. 

5. Poverty: Rural communities frequently experience higher levels of poverty compared to urban areas. Poverty can have a profound impact on 

a student's ability to learn. It can result in insufficient nutrition, inadequate healthcare, and unstable living conditions, all of which can hinder 

a student's academic performance. 

6. Limited Access to Technology: Rural communities may lack reliable internet access and access to technology devices. In an increasingly 

digital world, this can put rural students at a disadvantage when it comes to online learning, research, and homework. 

7. Cultural and Social Isolation: Rural communities may be more homogenous in terms of cultural and social diversity. This isolation can limit 

students' exposure to different perspectives and opportunities for personal growth and development. 

GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND INITIATIVES (A PRESENTATION BY A SPECIAL INVITED GUEST) 

As of September 2021, Vietnam has been making efforts to bridge the educational inequalities between urban and rural areas through various government 

policies and initiatives.  Here are some of the key policies and initiatives in place as of 2021: 

1. Compulsory Education: Vietnam has a compulsory education policy that requires children aged 6 to 14 to attend school. This policy aims 

to ensure that all children, regardless of their location, have access to at least a basic education. 

2. Investment in Infrastructure: The government has been investing in improving educational infrastructure in rural areas, including the 

construction of schools, classrooms, and dormitories. This helps ensure that students in rural areas have access to safe and conducive learning 

environments. 
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3. Financial Support: To reduce the financial burden on rural families, the government provides financial support to disadvantaged students. 

This includes scholarships, stipends, and free or subsidized textbooks. These initiatives aim to encourage parents to send their children to 

school and help cover the cost of education. 

4. Teacher Recruitment and Training: Efforts have been made to recruit and train teachers for rural schools. Incentives such as housing and 

additional allowances are often provided to attract and retain teachers in rural areas. Training programs also focus on improving teaching 

quality. 

5. ICT Integration: The government has promoted the use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in education, including in 

rural areas. This helps bridge the gap in educational resources and access to information between urban and rural schools. 

6. Ethnic Minority Education: Many rural areas in Vietnam are inhabited by ethnic minorities. The government has implemented specific 

programs and policies to address the educational needs of these communities. This includes curriculum adaptations and bilingual education to 

ensure cultural sensitivity and inclusivity. 

7. Community Engagement: Local communities are often involved in decision-making processes related to education. This can include the 

establishment of Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs) and community-based initiatives to support education. 

8. Mobile Education Units: In extremely remote areas, mobile education units have been used to bring education to children who cannot easily 

access schools. These units typically consist of trained teachers who travel to rural communities to provide education. 

9. Reducing Dropout Rates: Initiatives are in place to reduce dropout rates, particularly at the secondary level. These efforts include providing 

support for transportation, meals, and other factors that may contribute to students leaving school. 

10. Monitoring and Evaluation: The government regularly monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of its policies and initiatives to bridge 

educational inequalities. This helps in making necessary adjustments and improvements. 

EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE POLICIES AND IDENTIFY POTENTIAL AREAS FOR 

IMPROVEMENT. (PRESENTATION BY AN EDUCATIONIST) 

Vietnam has indeed been making significant efforts to bridge educational inequalities between urban and rural areas through various government policies 

and initiatives. These efforts have yielded some positive outcomes, but there are still areas for improvement. 

Effectiveness of Policies and Initiatives: 

1. Expansion of School Infrastructure: Vietnam has made substantial investments in building and upgrading school infrastructure in rural 

areas. This has increased access to education for rural children, reducing the physical gap between urban and rural schools. 

2. Teacher Training and Deployment: The government has initiated programs to train and deploy teachers to rural areas. While this has 

improved teacher-student ratios, there are still challenges related to teacher quality and retention in rural areas. 

3. Scholarship Programs: Scholarships and financial incentives for students from disadvantaged backgrounds have helped mitigate some of the 

financial barriers to education. These programs have encouraged more rural students to pursue higher education. 

4. Curriculum Reforms: The government has revised the curriculum to make it more relevant to the needs of rural communities, including 

vocational and agricultural education. This helps in aligning education with local contexts. 

5. Distance Education: The use of technology, such as internet-based distance education programs, has improved access to educational resources 

in rural areas, although internet connectivity can still be an issue in remote regions. 

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT: 

1. Quality of Education: While access to education has improved, the quality of education in rural areas still lags behind urban schools. 

Addressing this quality gap is crucial to ensure that students in rural areas receive an education that is on par with their urban counterparts. 

2. Teacher Quality and Retention: Efforts should be made to improve the quality of teachers in rural areas through ongoing professional 

development and attractive incentives. Retaining teachers in rural schools remains a challenge, and this needs to be addressed effectively. 

3. Equitable Distribution of Resources: Ensuring equitable distribution of resources, including educational materials, technology, and 

extracurricular activities, is essential to bridge the urban-rural education gap. 

4. Community Involvement: Engaging local communities and parents in the educational process is crucial. Community participation can help 

create a supportive environment for students and ensure that schools meet the specific needs of rural areas. 

5. Special Needs Education: There should be a focus on providing special needs education in rural areas, as these students often face greater 

challenges in accessing appropriate educational resources and support. 
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6. Monitoring and Evaluation: Regular monitoring and evaluation of educational policies and initiatives are essential to assess their impact and 

identify areas that require adjustment or improvement. 

7. Addressing Socioeconomic Factors: Addressing broader socioeconomic factors, such as poverty and access to healthcare, is also crucial, as 

these factors can significantly impact a child's ability to attend and succeed in school. 

CHALLENGES AND BARRIERS: 

KEY CHALLENGES AND BARRIERS THAT HINDER EQUITABLE ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION IN RURAL AREAS. 

(PRESENTATION BY AN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCHER) 

Equitable access to quality education in rural areas in Vietnam faces several key challenges and barriers. These barriers can be categorized into various 

dimensions, including infrastructure, socio-economic factors, cultural factors, and policy-related issues. Here are some of the key challenges and barriers: 

1. Limited Infrastructure: 

• Inadequate School Facilities: Many rural schools lack proper infrastructure, including classrooms, libraries, and sanitation facilities. 

• Transportation: Poor Road networks and transportation options make it difficult for students in remote areas to reach schools. 

2. Quality of Education: 

• Shortage of Qualified Teachers: Rural areas often struggle to attract and retain qualified teachers, leading to a lower quality of 

education. 

• Outdated Teaching Materials: Schools in rural areas may lack access to updated textbooks and teaching resources. 

3. Socio-economic Factors: 

• Poverty: Families in rural areas often face economic challenges, making it difficult to afford school-related expenses, such as 

uniforms and supplies. 

• Child Labor: Some children are required to work to support their families, which can prevent them from attending school regularly. 

4. Cultural Factors: 

• Gender Inequality: Traditional gender roles may discourage girls from pursuing education, leading to lower enrollment and 

retention rates for girls. 

• Language Barriers: Ethnic minority groups in rural areas may have their own languages and dialects, creating linguistic barriers 

to education. 

5. Geographic Isolation: 

• Remote Locations: Many rural communities are situated in remote and mountainous areas, making it difficult to establish and 

maintain educational institutions. 

6. Lack of Access to Information and Technology: 

• Limited Internet Connectivity: Rural areas often lack access to the internet, hindering students' ability to access online 

educational resources. 

• Digital Divide: Disparities in access to computers and digital devices can limit students' exposure to technology-based learning. 

7. Health-Related Challenges: 

• Poor Health and Nutrition: Malnutrition and health issues can affect children's ability to learn and attend school regularly. 

8. Policy and Funding Issues: 

• Insufficient Funding: Rural schools often receive less funding compared to urban schools, leading to resource shortages. 

INNOVATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES: 

INNOVATIVE APPROACHES AND BEST PRACTICES THAT HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN BRIDGING THE EDUCATION GAP. 

(PRESENTATION BY A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION FOR EDUCATION) 
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Bridging the education gap between rural and urban areas in Vietnam has been a significant challenge, but innovative approaches and best practices have 

emerged to address this issue. Here are some successful strategies: 

1. Mobile Learning and Technology Integration: 

• E-Learning Platforms: Initiatives like the "Vietnam Digital Learning Program" have introduced e-learning platforms to provide 

quality education materials to remote areas. These platforms offer a range of subjects and resources accessible via smartphones or 

low-cost devices. 

• Digital Libraries: Establishing digital libraries with free access to educational resources has helped bridge the gap. Students can 

access textbooks, videos, and interactive learning materials online. 

2. Community-Based Learning Centers: 

• Community Schools: Setting up community-based schools and learning centers in rural areas brings education closer to students. 

These centers often offer flexible schedules, local language instruction, and a curriculum tailored to the specific needs of the 

community. 

• Parent and Community Involvement: Engaging parents and local communities in the education process is vital. Programs that 

educate parents on the importance of education and involve them in school activities can enhance the learning environment. 

3. Teacher Training and Support: 

• Rural Teacher Incentives: Providing financial incentives and benefits to teachers working in rural areas can attract and retain 

qualified educators. 

• Professional Development: Offering ongoing training and professional development opportunities to teachers ensures they are 

equipped with modern teaching methods and technology. 

4. Public-Private Partnerships: 

• Corporate Sponsorships: Partnering with private companies to sponsor schools or provide resources has been successful. These 

partnerships can include donations of books, computers, or funds for infrastructure improvements. 

• Scholarship Programs: Corporations and organizations often offer scholarships to talented students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, enabling them to access quality education in urban areas. 

5. Multilingual Education Programs: 

• Local Language Instruction: In rural areas where minority languages are spoken, offering education in local languages helps 

children access education more effectively. Bilingual education programs are becoming more common. 

• Cultural Sensitivity: Tailoring curriculum content to be culturally sensitive and relevant to rural students can increase engagement 

and retention. 

6. Infrastructure Development: 

• School Infrastructure: Investing in the construction and improvement of schools in rural areas, including the provision of safe 

transportation, helps ensure that students can access education without major obstacles. 

• Internet Connectivity: Expanding internet access in rural areas is crucial for online learning. Initiatives to provide affordable 

internet options can help bridge the digital divide. 

7. Data-Driven Decision Making: 

• Education Data Systems: Implementing data collection and analysis systems can help identify gaps in education and measure the 

effectiveness of interventions. This data-driven approach allows for targeted strategies. 

8. Government Policies and Funding: 

• Equitable Resource Allocation: Ensuring that funding and resources are distributed equitably between rural and urban areas is 

essential. Governments can implement policies to allocate resources where they are most needed. 

• Affordable Education: Implementing policies to reduce the cost of education, such as subsidized school fees or free textbooks, 

can make education more accessible in rural areas. 

9. Peer Tutoring and Mentorship Programs: 

• Student-to-Student Support: Encouraging older or more advanced students to mentor younger ones can be an effective way to 

improve learning outcomes in both rural and urban settings. 
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10. Research and Evaluation: 

• Continuous Assessment: Regularly assessing the effectiveness of education programs and interventions allows for adjustments 

and improvements over time. 

REFLECTION 

Following are the reflections after the Seminar 

SUMMARY OF THE KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE SEMINAR 

Summary of Key Takeaways from Educational Seminar on Bridging Educational Inequalities in Urban and Rural Areas in Vietnam: 

1. Understanding the Disparities: The seminar emphasized the importance of recognizing the stark disparities in educational access and quality 

between urban and rural areas in Vietnam. Participants stressed the need to acknowledge the unique challenges faced by students in rural 

settings, including limited infrastructure, teacher shortages, and inadequate resources. 

2. Infrastructure Development: One key takeaway was the necessity to invest in rural infrastructure, including schools, libraries, and internet 

connectivity. Developing modern facilities in rural areas can help bridge the urban-rural educational gap and provide students with access to 

the resources they need to succeed. 

3. Teacher Training and Recruitment: The seminar highlighted the significance of teacher training and recruitment programs. Quality 

education depends on qualified teachers, and efforts should be made to attract and retain educators in rural areas through incentives and 

professional development opportunities. 

4. Digital Literacy: In today's digital age, digital literacy is crucial for students' future success. The seminar emphasized the need to ensure that 

students in rural areas have access to digital tools and education. Bridging the digital divide between urban and rural schools is a priority. 

5. Community Involvement: Community engagement and participation were stressed as essential components in addressing educational 

inequalities. Local communities can play an active role in supporting schools, mobilizing resources, and creating a conducive learning 

environment. 

6. Inclusive Curriculum: Developing a curriculum that is inclusive and relevant to both urban and rural contexts is vital. Education should 

prepare students for the challenges they may face in their specific environments while also providing them with a broad set of skills and 

knowledge. 

7. Government Policies and Funding: Participants highlighted the need for government policies that prioritize education in rural areas and 

allocate sufficient funding for educational improvements. Advocacy for equitable distribution of resources was a key focus. 

8. Data and Monitoring: Data collection and monitoring mechanisms were discussed as tools for measuring progress and ensuring 

accountability. Regular assessments can help identify areas of improvement and guide interventions effectively. 

9. Collaboration and Networking: Building networks and collaborations between urban and rural educational institutions, NGOs, and 

government agencies was considered essential. Sharing best practices and resources can lead to more efficient solutions. 

10. Long-Term Commitment: Bridging educational inequalities in Vietnam's urban and rural areas is a long-term endeavour that requires 

sustained commitment from all stakeholders, including the government, civil society, and the private sector. Short-term initiatives are unlikely 

to yield lasting results. 

In conclusion, the educational seminar underscored the urgency of addressing educational inequalities between urban and rural areas in Vietnam. It called 

for a comprehensive approach that includes infrastructure development, teacher training, digital literacy, community involvement, policy changes, and 

long-term commitment to ensure that all students in Vietnam have access to quality education regardless of their location. 

QUESTION & ANSWERS AND DIACUSSIONS DURING THE SEMINAR 

Questions that arose during a seminar about bridging the inequalities in education between rural and urban areas in Vietnam: 

1. Access to Education: 

• How can we ensure equal access to quality education in both rural and urban areas? 

• What are the main barriers that prevent rural children from accessing education, and how can these be addressed? 

2. Infrastructure and Resources: 

• What infrastructure improvements are needed in rural schools to match urban schools? 
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• How can we provide rural schools with the necessary resources, such as textbooks, technology, and qualified teachers? 

3. Quality of Education: 

• How can we ensure that the quality of education in rural schools is on par with urban schools? 

• What strategies can be implemented to improve the curriculum and teaching methods in rural areas? 

4. Teacher Training: 

• What initiatives are in place to train and retain qualified teachers in rural areas? 

• How can we incentivize teachers to work in remote rural locations? 

5. Digital Divide: 

• How can we bridge the digital divide between rural and urban areas, especially in the context of remote learning? 

• Are there programs to provide technology and internet access to rural students? 

6. Community Involvement: 

• How can we engage the local community to support education in rural areas? 

• Are there successful models of community involvement that can be replicated? 

7. Gender and Ethnic Disparities: 

• What specific challenges do girls and ethnic minorities face in accessing education in rural areas? 

• How can we address gender and ethnic disparities in education? 

8. Government Policies: 

• Are there policies and initiatives in place at the government level to address these educational inequalities? 

• What more can the government do to support rural education? 

9. Data and Monitoring: 

• How can we effectively collect and analyze data to monitor progress in bridging educational inequalities? 

• What key performance indicators should be used to measure success? 

10. Sustainability: 

• How can we ensure that efforts to bridge educational inequalities are sustainable in the long term? 

NEW INSIGHTS OR PERSPECTIVES THAT EMERGED DURING THE SEMINAR 

1. Importance of Contextual Solutions: One insight that emerged was the need for context-specific solutions. Educational disparities between 

rural and urban areas may vary across regions in Vietnam, so tailoring interventions to local circumstances and challenges is crucial. 

2. Community Engagement: A renewed focus on community involvement might have been highlighted. Engaging parents, local leaders, and 

community organizations in education planning and implementation can lead to more effective and sustainable solutions. 

3. Technology and Distance Learning: Given the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education, the seminar might have emphasized the 

potential of technology and distance learning in bridging the rural-urban education gap. Innovative ways of delivering education remotely 

could have been discussed. 

4. Teacher Training and Support: Enhancing the quality of rural teachers' training and providing ongoing support could have been a key theme. 

Skilled and motivated teachers are essential in improving educational outcomes in rural areas. 

5. Infrastructure and Access: Discussions may have centered around the importance of infrastructure development, such as improving 

transportation and ensuring reliable electricity and internet access in rural areas to facilitate learning. 

6. Equity in Resource Allocation: The seminar might have called for a more equitable distribution of educational resources, including funding, 

educational materials, and school facilities, to ensure that rural schools have access to the same quality resources as urban schools. 

7. Cultural Sensitivity: Recognizing and respecting cultural differences between rural and urban areas may have been emphasized. Curriculum 

and teaching methods should be culturally sensitive to the needs and values of rural communities. 
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8. Early Childhood Education: Addressing educational inequalities might begin with a focus on early childhood education. Providing quality 

preschool programs in rural areas can lay a strong foundation for lifelong learning 

POTENTIAL FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS, RESEARCH PROJECTS, OR SEMINARS TO FURTHER ADDRESS THIS 

CRITICAL ISSUE. 

Addressing inequalities in education between rural and urban areas in Vietnam is a multifaceted challenge that requires a comprehensive approach. Here 

are several potential follow-up actions, research projects, or seminars that can further address this critical issue: 

1. Teacher Training and Support Programs: Develop and implement teacher training programs specifically tailored to rural areas. These 

programs should focus on equipping teachers with innovative teaching methods, technology integration, and strategies to engage students in 

remote areas effectively. 

2. Community Engagement Seminars: Organize seminars that promote community involvement in rural education. Encourage parents and 

local communities to take an active role in supporting schools, such as volunteering, providing resources, and participating in school decision-

making processes. 

3. Research on Best Practices: Initiate research projects to identify and document best practices in improving rural education. These studies 

should examine successful interventions and programs from around the world and assess their feasibility and adaptability in the Vietnamese 

context. 

4. Digital Literacy Initiatives: Explore ways to bridge the digital divide in rural areas by introducing digital literacy programs. Seminars and 

research projects can focus on providing access to digital resources, training teachers and students in digital skills, and evaluating the impact 

of technology on education outcomes. 

5. Infrastructure Development: Advocate for and research the improvement of infrastructure in rural areas, including school buildings, 

transportation, and access to clean water and sanitation facilities. These factors significantly impact the quality of education in rural regions. 

6. Curriculum Adaptation: Conduct research on how to adapt the curriculum to address the unique needs and challenges of rural students. 

Seminars can explore strategies for incorporating local culture, agriculture, and vocational skills into the education system. 

7. Scholarship and Financial Support Programs: Establish scholarship programs to incentivize students from rural areas to pursue higher 

education. Research can assess the effectiveness of such programs in improving access to quality education. 

8. Teacher Incentives: Research and seminars can focus on developing and implementing incentives for teachers to work in rural areas. This 

might include financial incentives, career development opportunities, and improved working conditions. 

REMARKS  

In conclusion, it is crucial for us to recognize that equitable access to quality education is not just a noble aspiration; it is a fundamental human right and 

the cornerstone of a fair and just society. Our shared responsibility to address this challenge is not merely a duty; it is a moral imperative that transcends 

borders, ideologies, and political affiliations. 

Education empowers individuals to reach their full potential, break the cycle of poverty, and contribute meaningfully to their communities and the world. 

When we deny access to quality education based on socioeconomic status, gender, race, or geography, we perpetuate inequality, hinder progress, and 

undermine the very values we hold dear. 

As we move forward, let us remember that the task of ensuring equitable access to quality education is a collective endeavour. Governments, educators, 

civil society, and the private sector must collaborate, invest, and innovate to dismantle barriers and create inclusive learning environments. Each one of 

us, as global citizens, has a role to play in advocating for change and supporting initiatives that bridge educational divides. 

In the pursuit of equitable education, we sow the seeds of a brighter future for all. Let us commit ourselves to this cause, for the progress of our societies 

and the fulfilment of the potential within each and every one of us depends on it. Together, we can build a world where quality education is a reality for 

every child, regardless of their circumstances. Thank you, and let us continue this journey with determination and compassion. 

 

 


