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ABSTRACT: 

The rare, hereditary disorders known as Amelogenesis Imperfecta (AI) are characterized by impaired enamel formation, which leads to abnormally thin, soft, 

discolored, or quickly worn enamel.  brought on by gene mutations. Hypoplastic, hypocalcified, hypomaturation, and hypoplastic-hypomaturation are the four 

primary forms of AI.  Clinically, AI can show up as teeth that are pitted, grooved, or discolored, as well as increased sensitivity, a propensity for cavities, and 

possible malocclusion. Syndromic forms of AI can also involve extra-dental characteristics, such as abnormalities of the kidney or bone.  Depending on the type, 

enamel may exhibit reduced thickness, increased organic content, or irregular prisms in histology.  A multidisciplinary approach involving pediatric dentists, 

restorative dentists, orthodontists, prosthodontists, periodontists, endodontists, geneticists, and medical specialists for syndromic cases is necessary to manage AI 

because it has many facets.  To reduce cavities and enamel loss, preventive measures include sealants, fluoride therapy, and dental hygiene education.  Composite 

bonding, crowns, veneers, and full-mouth rehabilitation are examples of restorative procedures that address both structural and cosmetic issues.  Malocclusion or 

tooth loss is managed by orthodontic and prosthodontic treatments, and problems with self-esteem related to appearance are addressed by psychological support.  

The different forms of AI and how they are managed were highlighted in this review paper. 
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Introduction: 

A collection of uncommon, hereditary conditions known as Amelogenesis Imperfecta (AI) mainly impact the formation of tooth enamel, the tough, 

protective outer layer of teeth.  Dental issues arise from enamel that is underdeveloped, unusually thin, soft, brittle, or discolored.  AI is brought on by 

mutations in the genes AMELX, ENAM, MMP20, and FAM83H that are involved in the formation of enamel and can impact both primary and permanent 

teeth.  Depending on the particular gene mutation, the disorder may be inherited in X-linked, autosomal dominant, or autosomal recessive patterns. 

Signs and Symptoms 

Depending on the type of AI (classified as hypoplastic, hypocalcified, hypomaturation, or hypoplastic-hypomaturation) and its genetic cause, the clinical 

presentation varies.  Typical symptoms and indicators include: [1-6] 

1. Abnormal Enamel Appearance:  

o Enamel may be thin, pitted, grooved, or absent (hypoplastic type). 

o Discoloration ranging from yellow, brown, to gray (hypocalcified or hypomaturation types). 

o Teeth may appear small, worn, or irregularly shaped due to enamel loss. 

2. Tooth Sensitivity:  

o Increased sensitivity to hot, cold, or sweet foods/drinks due to thin or defective enamel exposing the underlying dentin. 

3. Increased Risk of Tooth Decay:  

o Weak enamel leads to rapid wear, chipping, or cracking, making teeth more prone to cavities and damage. 

4. Dental Pain or Discomfort:  

o Exposed dentin or tooth damage can cause discomfort or pain. 
5. Aesthetic Concerns:  

o Discolored or misshapen teeth can affect appearance, potentially leading to self-esteem issues. 

6. Other Dental Abnormalities:  

o Malocclusion (misaligned bite), delayed tooth eruption, or taurodontism (enlarged pulp chambers) in some cases. 

o In severe cases, teeth may wear down to the gum line. 

7. Associated Conditions (in some cases):  

o Certain subtypes of AI may be linked to syndromes, such as AI with anterior open bite or AI with gingival hyperplasia. 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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Involvement of Other Tooth Structures/Bone 

Although AI mostly affects tooth enamel, it can occasionally affect other dental structures or be linked to systemic conditions that impact other tissues, 
such as bone.  Here is a thorough analysis: [1-3,6,7] 

1. Other Parts of the Tooth:  

o Dentin: Although enamel is the primary target of AI, dentin may experience secondary effects as a result of enamel loss, which leaves dentin 

vulnerable to wear, caries, or sensitivity.  Although it is uncommon, some research indicates that AI (especially in syndromic forms) may 
occasionally be linked to abnormalities of the dentin, such as alterations resembling dentinogenesis imperfecta. 

o Pulp Chambers: A condition known as taurodontism, or enlarged pulp chambers, in which the tooth's pulp cavity extends farther into the 

root, may be linked to specific AI subtypes, particularly hypoplastic forms.  Certain genetic mutations are more likely to cause this (DLX3 
mutations in tricho-dento-osseous syndrome, for example). 

o Tooth Morphology: Teeth may appear small, misshapen, or have altered eruption patterns due to defective enamel, indirectly affecting overall 

tooth structure. 

2. Bone Involvement:  

o AI is generally limited to dental tissues, but certain syndromic forms of AI are associated with bone abnormalities:  

▪ Tricho-Dento-Osseous Syndrome (TDO): Caused by DLX3 mutations, TDO combines AI with bone defects (e.g., increased bone density 

or osteosclerosis) and hair/nail abnormalities. 

▪ Kohlschutter-Tonz Syndrome: A rare syndrome with AI and potential skeletal anomalies. 

o Isolated (non-syndromic) AI does not typically affect bone, but severe enamel defects can indirectly impact jaw function or alignment due to 

tooth loss or malocclusion. 

3. Other Systemic Associations:  

o Some AI cases are linked to gingival hyperplasia, anterior open bite, or craniofacial abnormalities, particularly in syndromic forms. 

o Rare reports associate AI with systemic conditions like nephrocalcinosis (kidney calcium deposits) in specific subtypes (e.g., FAM20A 
mutations in enamel-renal syndrome). 

Classification of Amelogenesis Imperfecta (AI) 

Based on the clinical and histological characteristics of the enamel defect, Amelogenesis Imperfecta (AI) is divided into four main types.  Certain genetic 

mutations and clinical manifestations are linked to each type. [5-8] 

1. Hypoplastic Type 

Characteristics 

• Enamel Defect: Enamel is abnormally thin or absent due to defective enamel matrix formation during the secretory stage of amelogenesis. 

• Appearance: Teeth may have pitted, grooved, or smooth surfaces. Enamel may be hard but significantly reduced in thickness, leading to small, 

misshapen teeth or exposed dentin. 

• Radiographic Features: Thin enamel layer visible on X-rays; teeth may appear spaced or undersized. 

• Clinical Features: 

o Teeth are prone to wear and chipping. 

o Increased sensitivity due to thin enamel. 

o Aesthetic concerns due to small or discolored teeth. 

• Genetic Associations: Often linked to mutations in AMELX (X-linked) or ENAM (autosomal dominant/recessive). 

2. Hypocalcified Type 

Characteristics 

• Enamel Defect: Enamel is of normal thickness but poorly mineralized (soft and friable) due to defects in the calcification process. 

• Appearance: Enamel appears discolored (yellow, brown, or orange) and is soft, easily wearing away or chipping post-eruption. 

• Radiographic Features: Enamel has normal thickness but reduced radiopacity, indicating poor mineralization. 

• Clinical Features: 

o Rapid enamel loss after tooth eruption, exposing dentin. 

o High risk of caries and tooth sensitivity. 

o Teeth may appear stained or discolored, affecting aesthetics. 

• Genetic Associations: Commonly associated with mutations in MMP20 or FAM83H (autosomal dominant/recessive). 

3. Hypomaturation Type 

Characteristics 

• Enamel Defect: Enamel is of normal thickness but has defective maturation, resulting in soft, poorly mineralized enamel with abnormal crystallite 

structure. 

• Appearance: Enamel is mottled, opaque, or discolored (white, yellow, or brown) and may chip or wear easily. 

• Radiographic Features: Enamel has normal thickness but reduced radiopacity, similar to dentin. 
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• Clinical Features: 

o Enamel is prone to chipping or fracturing. 

o Teeth may have a mottled or cloudy appearance. 

o Moderate sensitivity and increased caries risk. 

• Genetic Associations: Linked to mutations in KLK4 or MMP20 (autosomal recessive). 

4. Hypoplastic-Hypomaturation Type 

Characteristics 

• Enamel Defect: Combines features of hypoplastic and hypomaturation types, with thin enamel that is also poorly mineralized. 

• Appearance: Enamel is thin, mottled, or discolored, with a soft texture prone to rapid wear or loss. 

• Radiographic Features: Thin enamel with reduced radiopacity, often resembling dentin density. 

• Clinical Features: 

o Severe aesthetic and functional issues due to thin, weak enamel. 

o High sensitivity and caries susceptibility. 

o May be associated with taurodontism (enlarged pulp chambers) in some cases. 

• Genetic Associations: Often linked to DLX3 mutations (e.g., in tricho-dento-osseous syndrome) or AMELX mutations. 

o Describes clinical presentations and genetic mutations for each AI type, with examples of phenotypic variations. 

Alternative Names for Amelogenesis Imperfecta 

Hereditary Enamel Dysplasia; Hereditary Enamel Hypoplasia; Congenital Enamel Defect; Enamelogenesis Imperfecta;Hereditary Brown Enamel or 

Hereditary Discolored Enamel and Syndromic AI (for specific subtypes) [5,6,8] 

Clinical & Radiological features of AI  

Depending on the kind of enamel defect that alters the thickness, mineralization, or structure of the enamel, AI can present with a variety of clinical 

symptoms.  These characteristics affect both permanent and primary (deciduous) teeth, raising issues with appearance, functionality, and psychology.  

The clinical characteristics of each AI type are broken down in detail below, followed by general characteristics shared by all types. [1-3, 5,6] 

1. Hypoplastic Type 

Characteristics: Defective matrix formation during the secretory stage of amelogenesis results in abnormally thin or absent enamel.  Even though the 

enamel is hard, there is not enough of it.  Because of the decreased thickness of enamel, teeth appear small, misshapen, or spaced.  Pitting, grooves, or 

ridges (such as vertical striations or horizontal furrows) are examples of surface flaws.  Teeth may appear yellow in severe cases when the enamel is 

almost completely gone, revealing the dentin underneath.  Some teeth have a rough, pitted texture, while others have a smooth, glossy surface. 

Functional Issues: thin enamel that exposes dentin, making teeth more sensitive to heat or chemical stimuli.  Teeth can break, chip, or wear down 

mechanically.  Malocclusion may result from altered tooth morphology (e.g., anterior open bite). 

2. Hypocalcified Type 

Characteristics: Normal thickness enamel that is poorly mineralized produces soft, friable enamel that lacks hardness as a result of poor calcification.  

Teeth erupt normally, but because enamel is so soft, it quickly wears off after eruption.  Enamel has a chalky or opaque texture and appears discolored, 

ranging from yellow to brown or orange.  As enamel erodes, exposed dentin can make teeth appear darker and more discolored. 

Functional Issues: Severe sensitivity results from extensive tooth wear caused by rapid enamel loss, which frequently extends to the dentin or pulp.  Weak 

enamel makes teeth more vulnerable to caries, or decay.  Teeth can break easily when chewed normally. 

3. Hypomaturation Type 

Characteristics: Due to poor enamel crystallite maturation, the enamel is soft and has an irregular structure, despite having a normal thickness.  Usually 

white, yellow, or brown, enamel has a mottled, opaque, or hazy appearance.  Teeth may seem to be of a fairly normal shape, but because they are soft, 

they can chip or wear easily.  In certain situations, enamel may appear "snow-capped," with white patches on the incisal edges. 

Functional Issues: During regular use, enamel is prone to chipping or breaking.  Due to weakened enamel, there is a moderate sensitivity to hot, cold, or 

sweet stimuli.  increased risk of caries as a result of enamel's decreased acid resistance. 

4. Hypoplastic-Hypomaturation Type 

Characteristics: combines the characteristics of hypoplastic and hypomaturation types, with thin, poorly mineralized enamel.  Enamel has a soft, friable 

texture and is thin, mottled, or discolored (white, yellow, or brown).  Teeth may have a rough or pitted surface and appear small, irregular, or spaced.  

Severe cases with little enamel may resemble hypoplastic AI. 

Functional Issues: thin, fragile enamel that causes extreme sensitivity and quick wear.  high risk of tooth loss and susceptibility to caries.  There may be 

concomitant characteristics such as taurodontism (enlarged pulp chambers), particularly in syndromic forms (tricho-dento-osseous syndrome, for 

example). 

Histological features of AI  

The interaction of ectodermal and ectomesenchymal tissues in the growing tooth bud results in enamel formation, also known as amelogenesis.  The three 
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primary phases of the process are maturation, transition, and secretory.  AI is caused by genetic mutations that cause abnormal enamel by interfering with 

these stages.  An outline of AI's embryological foundation and its effects on each type is provided below. 

Embryology of Enamel  

Tooth Development: Ameloblasts are specialized cells that come from the inner enamel epithelium of the enamel organ (ectodermal origin) and produce 

enamel.  The enamel-dentin complex is created by the interaction of odontoblasts (of ectomesenchymal origin) and ameloblasts. 

Stages of Amelogenesis: 

Secretory Stage: Ameloblasts secrete enamel matrix proteins (e.g., amelogenin, ameloblastin, enamelin) to form the organic enamel matrix, determining 

enamel thickness. 

Transition Stage: Ameloblasts shift from matrix secretion to preparing for mineralization, reducing in size and reorganizing. 

Maturation Stage: Ameloblasts remove organic material and water from the enamel matrix while depositing hydroxyapatite crystals to harden the 

enamel. 

Genetic Control: Genes such as AMELX, ENAM, MMP20, KLK4, and FAM83H regulate ameloblast function and enamel protein production. Mutations 

in these genes cause AI by disrupting specific stages of amelogenesis. 

Clinical Management of Amelogenesis Imperfecta  

Addressing the functional, aesthetic, and psychological issues brought on by damaged enamel is the goal of dental AI management.  The type of AI, its 

severity, the patient's age, and any related complications (such as sensitivity, caries, or malocclusion) all influence the management strategies.  Preserving 
tooth structure, regaining function, enhancing appearance, and stopping additional dental degradation are among the objectives.  A thorough analysis of 
dental management strategies is provided below, arranged by clinical goals and, where applicable, AI type. [4-6,9] 

1. Preventive Care: 

 Preventive measures are critical to minimize enamel loss, caries, and secondary complications in all AI types. 

Fluoride Therapy: Topical fluoride application (such as fluoride varnish or gels) to fortify enamel and lessen sensitivity.  prescriptions for older children 

and adults to use high-fluoride toothpaste (5,000 ppm, for example) on a daily basis.  For instance, to prevent cavities in thin enamel, a child with 
hypoplastic AI may receive quarterly applications of fluoride varnish.  

Dental Sealants: Sealants are used on surfaces that have pits or grooves, which are typical in hypoplastic artificial intelligence, to stop bacteria from 
growing and decomposing.  For instance, applying sealants to molars with pitted enamel in hypomaturation AI can lower the risk of dental cavities.  

Oral Hygiene Education: Patients receive instruction on proper brushing techniques and careful oral hygiene habits, such as using soft-bristled 
toothbrushes to prevent additional enamel wear.  For instance, a teen with hypocalcified AI is instructed to stay away from abrasive toothpastes because 
they may worsen enamel loss.  

Dietary Counselling: Advice to limit sugary or acidic foods/drinks to reduce caries risk and enamel erosion. Example: A patient with hypomaturation 
AI is counselled to avoid frequent consumption of carbonated beverages.  

2. Restorative Treatment: 

 Restorative interventions aim to protect exposed dentin, restore tooth structure, and improve aesthetics. The choice of restoration depends on the AI type, 

tooth condition, and patient age. 

Composite Resins: Used on teeth that have mild to moderate enamel defects (such as hypoplastic or hypomaturation types) in both the anterior and 
posterior regions.  Perfect for attaching to rough or pitted surfaces to enhance both appearance and functionality.  For instance, composite bonding in 
hypoplastic AI to restore a natural look to anterior teeth with pitted enamel.  

Glass Ionomer Cements (GIC): Because they release fluoride, they are used as temporary restorations or in high-caries risk areas.  For instance, GIC 

restorations on a child's posterior teeth with hypocalcified AI to stabilize areas prone to caries.  

Crowns: Stainless steel crowns (SSCs) for primary teeth or, in extreme situations (such as hypocalcified or hypoplastic-hypomaturation types), porcelain-

fused-to-metal (PFM) or all-ceramic crowns for permanent teeth.  Protect teeth that are structurally weak or have significant enamel loss.  To stop 
additional wear and fracture, permanent molars in hypocalcified AI can have full-coverage PFM crowns.  

Veneers: Veneers made of porcelain or composite can enhance the appearance of anterior teeth, especially those that are hypoplastic or hypomaturated 

and discolored.  For instance, a young adult with hypomaturation AI can have porcelain veneers placed on their maxillary incisors to restore mottled, 
yellowed enamel.  

Full-Mouth Rehabilitation: In extreme situations, a complete restoration using crowns, bridges, or overlays might be necessary (for example, 
hypocalcified or hypoplastic-hypomaturation AI with significant enamel loss).  For instance:  To restore function and appearance, a patient with 
hypoplastic-hypomaturation AI receives full-mouth crowns.  
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3. Management of Tooth Sensitivity: 

 Desensitizing Agents: Application of desensitizing toothpastes (e.g., containing potassium nitrate or arginine) or professional desensitizers to reduce 

sensitivity caused by exposed dentin. Example: A patient with hypocalcified AI uses desensitizing toothpaste to manage discomfort from hot or cold 
stimuli.  

Restorative Coverage: Bonding or crowns to cover exposed dentin, reducing sensitivity and protecting teeth. Example: Composite restorations on 
sensitive anterior teeth in hypoplastic AI to shield dentin. 

 4. Orthodontic and Prosthodontic Interventions: 

 Orthodontic Treatment: recommended for malocclusions that are frequently observed in hypoplastic or hypoplastic-hypomaturation AI, such as 

crowding and anterior open bite.  needs to be carefully planned in order to prevent additional enamel damage while receiving treatment.  Example: 
Protective restorations are first placed to stabilize teeth before braces are used to correct an anterior open bite in a teenager with hypoplastic AI.  

Prosthodontic Solutions: In situations where tooth loss results from severe enamel defects or caries, removable partial dentures or fixed bridges may be 

used.  Adults with significant tooth loss may benefit from overdentures or implants (rare but possible in severe AI).  An illustration would be a partial 

denture for an adult with hypocalcified AI who lost several teeth as a result of dental decay and caries. 

Multidisciplinary Approach for AI Management  

Because AI is a complex condition, affects dental and systemic health, and necessitates coordinated care across specialties, managing the condition 

usually calls for a multidisciplinary approach.  Particularly in severe or syndromic cases, the multidisciplinary team tackles the various clinical, functional, 
aesthetic, and psychological aspects of AI.  The main specialties involved and the reasons why a multidisciplinary approach is required are explained in 
detail below. 

The four AI types (hypoplastic, hypocalcified, hypomaturation, hypoplastic-hypomaturation) present unique challenges, requiring tailored interventions 
from multiple dental specialties.  

Associated Complications: AI can lead to caries, sensitivity, malocclusion, tooth loss, and periodontal issues, necessitating expertise from restorative, 
orthodontic, and periodontal specialists.  

Syndromic Associations: Medical specialists are needed for syndromic AI, which includes extra-dental manifestations like abnormalities of the bone, 

kidney, or hair (e.g., tricho-dento-osseous syndrome, enamel-renal syndrome).  Age-Related Needs:  Pediatric dentists and adult specialists must work 
together because the treatment priorities of pediatric and adult patients differ.  

Psychosocial Impact: Aesthetic concerns and functional limitations can affect self-esteem, necessitating psychological or counseling support.  

Long-Term Management: AI requires lifelong care, including preventive, restorative, and maintenance strategies, which benefit from coordinated 
planning.  

Members of the Multidisciplinary Team  

Pediatric Dentist: Manages AI in children, focusing on primary teeth, caries prevention, and space maintenance. Example: Places stainless steel crowns 
on primary molars in a child with hypocalcified AI to preserve function.  

Restorative Dentist: Performs composite bonding, crowns, veneers, or full-mouth rehabilitation to restore tooth structure and aesthetics. Example: Places 
porcelain veneers on anterior teeth in hypomaturation AI to improve appearance.  

Orthodontist: Addresses malocclusion (e.g., open bite, crowding) often associated with AI, ensuring teeth are protected during treatment. Example: 
Designs orthodontic treatment for a teenager with hypoplastic AI to correct an anterior open bite.  

Prosthodontist: Provides advanced restorations (e.g., bridges, dentures, implants) for patients with tooth loss or severe enamel defects. Example: 
Fabricates a fixed bridge for an adult with hypocalcified AI who lost teeth due to caries. 

 Periodontist: Manages gingival hyperplasia or periodontal disease, especially in syndromic AI or cases with secondary complications. Example: 
Performs gingivectomy for a patient with enamel-renal syndrome and gingival overgrowth.  

Endodontist:  Addresses pulp or root canal issues, particularly in cases with taurodontism or secondary pulp exposure due to enamel loss. Example: 
Performs root canal treatment on a taurodont molar in a patient with TDO (DLX3 mutation).  

Geneticist: Provides genetic testing and counseling to confirm AI type, identify inheritance patterns (autosomal dominant/recessive, X-linked), and guide 
family planning. Example: Counsels a family with X-linked AI (AMELX mutation) about recurrence risks.  
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Medical Specialists (for Syndromic AI): Manage systemic manifestations in syndromic AI (e.g., nephrologist for enamel-renal syndrome, dermatologist 

for TDO hair/nail issues). Example: A nephrologist monitors kidney function in a patient with enamel-renal syndrome (FAM20A mutation).  

Psychologist or Counselor:  Supports patients with psychosocial challenges due to aesthetic concerns or functional limitations. Example: Provides 
counseling for an adolescent with hypomaturation AI struggling with self-esteem due to discolored teeth.  

Dental Hygienist:  Educates patients on oral hygiene and performs professional cleanings to prevent caries and periodontal issues. Example: Teaches a 
patient with hypocalcified AI to use a soft-bristled toothbrush to avoid enamel wear.  

Coordination of Care Treatment Planning: The team collaborates to create a comprehensive treatment plan, prioritizing preventive care in early stages 
and restorative/orthodontic interventions as needed.  

Regular Monitoring: Lifelong follow-up is essential to manage enamel wear, caries, and secondary complications, with periodic assessments by relevant 
specialists.  

Patient-Centered Approach: The team considers patient age, preferences, and psychosocial needs to ensure compliance and satisfaction. Example: A 
12-year-old with hypoplastic-hypomaturation AI undergoes a coordinated plan involving a pediatric dentist (preventive care), restorative dentist 
(composite bonding), orthodontist (malocclusion correction), and geneticist (family counseling).  

Challenges in Multidisciplinary Management Access to Specialists: In some regions, access to specialized care (e.g., geneticists, prosthodontists) may 
be limited, requiring referrals to tertiary centers.  

Cost: Comprehensive treatment (e.g., crowns, orthodontics) can be expensive, necessitating financial planning or insurance support.  

Conclusion:  

There are four main forms of Amelogenesis Imperfecta (AI), and each has distinct histological, clinical, radiological, and embryological characteristics.  

These flaws cause tooth sensitivity, caries susceptibility, thin, soft, or discolored enamel, and, in certain situations, syndromic features like abnormalities 

of the kidneys or bones.  The multidisciplinary management of AI seeks to improve oral health, restore function, improve aesthetics, and improve the 

quality of life for those who are impacted by the condition by combining preventive, restorative, and supportive strategies. 
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