International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (6), June (2025), Page — 10945-10958

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com ISSN 2582-7421

WWW.IJRPR.COM

The Rise of Meme Marketing: Analyzing It's Impact on Brand
Engagement

BEANT PRATAP SINGH', Dr. SurinderKDhingra®

Place: GALGOTIAS UNIVERSITY
2 Supervisor:
(AssistantProfessor)

ABSTRACT :

This report examines the emergence of meme marketing as a dynamic strategy forenhancing brand engagement in the digital era. By analyzing the integration of
internet memes—humorous, viral, and culturally resonant content—into marketing campaigns, the study explores their effectiveness in capturing audience
attention, fostering emotional connections, and driving consumer interaction. Drawing on case studies of successfulmeme-based campaigns, the report evaluates
key factors such as humor, relatability, and shareability that contribute to their impact. It also investigates challenges, including the risk of misinterpretation and
the need for cultural sensitivity. Findings indicate that meme marketing significantly boosts brand visibility and engagement, particularly among younger
demographics, by leveraging authenticity and viral potential. The report concludes with recommendations for brands to strategically adopt meme marketing while

navigating its inherent risks to maximize audience connection and brand loyalty.

Keywords: Meme marketing, brand engagement, digital marketing, viral content, internet memes, audience interaction, humor, relatability,
shareability, cultural sensitivity, brand visibility, authenticity, consumer behavior, social media, brand loyalty

INTRODUCTION :

@

The New Trend of Marketing

MEMES MARKETING

FigurelFIG

Amidst the advancements in digital marketing, companies are on the lookout for new techniques. This will enable themgetthe
attentionoftheirtargetaudience andalsopromote deepengagement crowdedonline space.Amongthese strategies, meme marketing hasemerged asa
powerful and unconventional approach, leveraging the viral, humorous, and culturally resonant nature of internet memes to connect with consumers.
Memes, defined as units of cultural transmission that spread rapidly through shared humor, images, or phrases, have transcended their origins as
internet subculture phenomena to become a mainstream tool for brand communication. This report, The Rise of Meme Marketing: Analyzing Its Impact
on Brand Engagement, explores how brands harness the unique attributes of memes—such as relatability, brevity, and shareability—to build stronger
connections with their audiences, particularly younger demographics like Millennials and Gen Z, who dominate social media platforms.
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Theriseofmememarketingreflectsabroadershiftinconsumerbehavior,whereauthenticity, entertainment, and cultural relevance are prioritized over
traditional advertising ‘s polished narratives.

Unlike conventional campaigns, memes resonate through their ability to tap into shared cultural moments, often blending humor with social
commentary to create content that feels organic and relatable.This approachhas provenparticularly effectivein theeraof Socialmedia,whereplatformlike
X, Insta , and tiktok thrive on user-generated content and rapid content dissemination. By integrating memes into their marketing strategies, brands can

engage audiences in a language they already speak, fostering a sense of community and encouraging organic sharing that amplifies brand visibility.

This report aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of meme marketing ‘s impact on brand engagement by examining its mechanisms, successes, and
challenges. Through case studies of brands that have effectively utilized meme marketing, such as Wendy °s, Netflix, and Gucci, the report highlights
the elements that contribute to its success, including timely cultural references, audience targeting, and platform-specific strategies. It also addresses
potential pitfalls, such as the risk of misaligned humor, cultural insensitivity, or backlash from inauthentic attempts to capitalize on meme culture. By
evaluating both the opportunities and risks, this study seeks to offer actionable insights for brands looking to integrate meme marketing into their
broader digital strategies, ensuring they can navigate this dynamic landscape to enhance engagement, build loyalty, and remain competitive in the
digital age.

1.1SituationalAnalysis
The digital marketing ecosystem has undergone significant transformation over the past decade, driven by the proliferation of social media platforms,

changing consumer preferences, and advancements in content-sharing technologies. Key situational factors necessitating this project include:
Rise of social media and Viral Content:Platform like X, facebook, Insta and Reddit have become central to how consumers discover and interact with

brands. These platforms thrive on user- generated, shareable content, with memes—humorous images, videos, or phrases that spread virally—
emerging as a dominant form of communication. For instance, TikTok reported over 1 billion monthly active users in 2024, with memes driving
significant engagement through challenges and trends. This study seeks to offer actionable insights for brands looking to integrate meme marketing into
theirbroader digital strategies, ensuring they can navigate this dynamic landscape to enhance engagement

Shifting Consumer Expectations: Modern consumers, especially Millennials and Gen Z, prioritize authenticity, entertainment, and relatability over
traditional advertising ‘s polished narratives. A 2023 survey by Sprout Social found that 68% of consumers aged 18-34 prefer brands that use humor
and align with their cultural values, making memes a natural fit for engagement.

Decline in Traditional Advertising Efficacy: Banner ads, TV commercials, and other conventional formats have seen diminishing returns due to ad
fatigue and the rise of ad-blocking software. A 2024 report by eMarketer noted that 30% of internet users globally use ad blockers, pushing brands to
seek alternative strategies like meme marketing to capture attention organically.

Competitive Pressure: Brands across industries are increasingly adopting meme marketing to differentiate themselves. High-profile examples, such as
Wendy ‘s witty Twitter campaigns and Netflix ‘s meme-driven promotions, have set a benchmark, pressuring other brands to innovate or risk losing
relevance among digitally native audiences.

Cultural and Technological Enablers: The accessibility of meme creation tools (e.g., Canva, Meme Generator) and the real-time nature of platforms
like X enable brands to produce and share content quickly. Additionally, the integration of Al and analytics tools allows brands to track meme
performance and audience sentiment, further driving the adoption of meme marketing.

This situational analysis highlights the need for brands to explore meme marketing as a strategic response to evolving digital trends, consumer
preferences, and competitive pressures, necessitating a deeper investigation into its effectiveness and best practices.

Literature Review

The literature on meme marketing provides a theoretical and practical foundation for understanding its role in brand engagement. This review
synthesizes key findings from academic and industry sources to orient the reader to the general management problem of leveraging memes for
marketing purposes.

Additionally, few studies explore the operational challenges of scaling meme marketing within organizations, such as resource allocation and team
training, which this report aims to address.

Exploratory Research

To complement the situational analysis and literature review, exploratory research was conducted togain deeper insights into meme marketing‘s
practical applications and challenges. The following methods were employed:

Experience Surveys: Interviews with digital marketing managers from five brands (three in consumer goods, onein entertainment, and onein
technology)revealed thatsuccessfulmemecampaigns require dedicated teams with expertise in internet culture. Managers emphasized the importance of
real- time trend monitoring and rapid content production, citing examples like Chipotle ‘s #GuacDance campaign, which generated over 250,000 user
videos on TikTok in 2019.

Case Studies: Analysis of three brands—Wendy‘s, Netflix, and Gucci—highlighted best practices. Wendy‘s Twitter roasts exemplify real-time
engagement, with posts averaging 10,000 retweets during peak viral moments. Netflix‘s use of show-specific memes (e.g., Stranger Things‘—Running
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Up That Scorel) drove fan interaction, while Gucci‘s collaboration with meme accounts like @pubity showcased how luxury brands can adopt memes
authentically.

Secondary Data Search: Industry reports from eMarketer, social media Today, and Statista provided quantitative insights. For instance, a 2024 Statista
report found that 60% of Gen Z consumers follow brands that use memes, compared to 40% for non-meme-using brands. Additionally, X analytics data
showed that meme-based posts have a 30% higher share rate than standard promotional content.

Focus Groups: Two focus groups with 18-24-year-olds (n=12 per group) revealed that participants value brands that —speak their languagel through
memes but are quick to criticize inauthenticity. Participants cited Denny‘s surreal Twitter memes as a positive example but flagged overly commercial
memes as —cringe-worthy.|

Depth Interviews: In-depth interviews with three meme influencers (active on Instagram and TikTok) emphasized the importance of brand-creator
collaborations. Influencers noted that brands gain credibility by partnering with authentic voices in meme communities, but they must avoid overly
controlling creative output to maintain authenticity.

Research Questions

1. GeneralResearchQuestions

Thegeneralresearch questions (GRQs) aimto broadly explorethephenomenon of mememarketing and its role in brand engagement, addressing the
overarching management problem of how brands can effectively leverage memes in the digital landscape.

GRQ1:Howdoesmememarketinginfluencebrandengagementacrosssocialmediaplatforms?

This question seeks to understand the overall impact of meme marketing on key Engagement metrics such as Likes, Shares, Comments, and follower
growth, across platforms lke Facebook, Insagram,.

GRQ2: What factors contribute to the success of meme marketing campaigns in enhancing brand- consumer relationships?

This question explores the elements (e.g., humor, relatability, timeliness) that make meme marketing effective in fostering emotional connections and
loyalty among consumers.

GRQ3: What are the key challenges and risks associated with meme marketing, and how do theyaffect its effectiveness?

This question investigates the potential pitfalls, such as cultural insensitivity or inauthenticity, that may undermine meme marketing efforts and their
impact on brand perception.

GRQ4:Howdoplatform-specificdynamicsshapetheEffectivenessofthemememarketingstrategies?

This question examines how unique characteristics of different Social Media platform influences the design and success of meme-based campaigns.

2. SpecificResearchQuestions(Hypotheses)

The Specific Research questions (SRQs) and their corresponding Hypotheses (H) narrow the focus to testable propositions, derived from the general
questions and informed by the literature and exploratory research. These hypotheses articulate expected outcomes and relationships to guide empirical
analysis.

SRQ1: Does mememarketingsignificantlyincreasebrandengagementmetrics compared totraditional digital marketing content?

H1: Meme-based content generates higher engagement rates (likes, shares, comments) than traditional digital marketing content (e.g., promotional
posts, static ads) on social media platforms.

Rationale: Literature suggests that humorous and relatable content, like memes, drives higher engagement due to its shareability and emotional appeal
(Knossenburg et al., 2016). Exploratory research, such as secondary data from Statista (2024), supports this,showing a 30%higher share rate for meme-
based posts.

SRQ2: To what extent does the use of culturally relevant and timely memes enhance brand relatability and consumer trust?

H2: Memes that incorporate timely cultural references and platform-specific humor increase perceptions of brand relatability and consumer trust more
than generic or outdated memes.

Rationale: Fournier and Avery(2011) emphasize authenticity as adriver of consumer trust, and focus group findings from exploratory research indicate
that consumers value brands that align with current cultural trends.

SRQ3: How does the level of brand authenticity in meme marketing campaigns influence audience engagement and brand loyalty?
H3: Higherperceivedauthenticityinmememarketingcampaigns leads togreateraudienceengagement and stronger brand loyalty, particularly among
younger demographics (18-34 years).
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3. ExpectedRelationshipsBetweenVariables

Expected Relationships Between Variables in Meme Marketing

Hypotheses (independent vs. Dependent \fariables) / Expecied Comelation Strength

Hypothesized Impact (Strength of Relationship)

Thehypothesesproposespecificrelationshipsbetweenindependentanddependentvariables,grounded in the theoretical and empirical insights from the
literature and exploratory research:

H1(EngagementMetrics):

®  Independent Variable:Typeofcontent(meme-basedvs.traditionaldigitalmarketing content).
®  DependentVariable:Engagementmetrics(likes,shares,comments,retweets).

Expected Relationship: Meme-basedcontent is expected topositively correlatewithhigher engagement metrics due to its viral nature
and emotional resonance, as supported by secondary data showing a 25% higher engagement rate for memes (Journal of Marketing
Communications, 2022).

H2(CulturalRelevanceand Trust):

®  IndependentVariable:Useoftimelyandculturallyrelevantmemes.
®  DependentVariables:Brandrelatabilityandconsumertrust.
®  Expected Relationship: A positive correlation is anticipated, where memes aligned with current trends and platform-specific humor

increase relatability and trust, particularly among younger audiences who value cultural fluency.

H3(AuthenticityandLoyalty):

®  IndependentVariable:Perceivedauthenticityofmememarketingcampaigns.
®  DependentVariables: Audienceengagementandbrandloyalty.
®  Expected Relationship: Higher authenticity is expected to positively correlate with increased engagement (e.g., shares, comments)

and loyalty (e.g., repeat purchases, positive sentiment), as authenticity fosters stronger emotional connections.

H4(Platform-SpecificTailoring):

®  IndependentVariable:Degreeofplatform-specifictailoringofmemecontent.
®  DependentVariable:Engagementrates.

®  Expected Relationship: A positive correlation is expected, where tailored content (e.g., video memes on TikTok, witty text on X)
drives higher engagement due to alignment with platform-specific user expectations and algorithms.
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HS(CulturalSensitivityandReputation):

®  IndependentVariable:Levelofculturalsensitivityinmemecontent.
®  DependentVariables:Brandreputationandengagement.

®  ExpectedRelationship: Anegativecorrelationisanticipatedbetweenculturallyinsensitive memes and brand reputation/engagement, as
missteps lead to backlash and reduced consumer trust.

4. LogicConnectingGeneralandSpecificResearchQuestions/Hypotheses

The general research questions provide a broad framework for exploring meme marketing‘s impact, whilethespecificquestions and hypotheses
operationalizethese inquiries into testablepropositions. The logical connections are as follows:

GRQ1 to SRQ1/H1: GRQI1 broadly asks how meme marketing influences engagement. SRQ1 and Hlnarrow this bycomparingmeme-basedcontentto
traditionalcontent, testingwhether memes* unique attributes (humor, shareability) drive higher engagement metrics, as suggested by the literature
(Knossenburg et al., 2016) and secondary data.

GRQ2 to SRQ2/H2 and SRQ3/H3: GRQ2 explores factors contributing to successful meme marketing. SRQ2/H2 focuses on cultural relevance as a
key factor, hypothesizing its impact on relatability and trust, while SRQ3/H3 examines authenticity‘s role in engagement and loyalty. These specific
questions stem from exploratory findings (e.g., focus groups emphasizing authenticity) and literature on consumer trust (Fournier & Avery, 2011).
GRQ3 to SRQ5/H5: GRQ3 investigates challenges and risks in meme marketing. SRQS/HS specifically tests the impact of cultural insensitivity, a key
risk identified in the literature (Murray et al., 2019) and exploratory research, linking it to brand reputation and engagement outcomes.

GRQ4 to SRQ4/H4: GRQ4examinesplatform-specificdynamics.SRQ4/H4operationalizesthisby testing whether tailoring memes to platforms like X or
TikTok enhances engagement, drawing on literature about platform cultures (Boyd & Ellison, 2007) and case studies of successful platform- specific
campaigns.

Research Objectives

These objectives articulate the purpose of the research in measurable terms, define clear standards for what the study should accomplish, and establish
how the findings will aid management decision- making. By addressing these objectives, the study aims to provide actionable insights for brands
seeking to leveragemememarketing effectivelywhilenavigatingits challenges in thedynamicdigitallandscape.

1. DerivationfromResearchQuestionsandHypotheses

The research objectives are rooted in the general research questions (GRQs) and specific research questions/hypotheses (SRQs/H1-HS5) presented
earlier. Each objective aligns with one or more questions/hypotheses to ensure a focused and systematic investigation:

GRQ! ("How does meme marketing influence brand engagement across social media platforms?") and SRQ1/H1 (comparing meme-based content to
traditional content for engagement metrics) inform objectives related to quantifying engagement outcomes.

GRQ2 ("What factors contribute to the success of meme marketing campaigns?") and SRQ2/H2, SRQ3/H3 (examining cultural relevance and
authenticity) guide objectives focused on identifying success factors like relatability and trust.

GRQ3 ("What are the key challenges and risks associated with meme marketing?") and SRQS5/HS (cultural sensitivity and reputation) shape objectives
aimed at understanding risks and mitigation strategies.

GRQ4 ("How do platform-specific dynamics shape meme marketing strategies?") and SRQ4/H4 (platform-specific tailoring) underpin objectives
related to optimizing platform-specific approaches.

Theseconnectionsensurethattheobjectivesaredirectlytiedtothestudy*scoreinquiries,providinga
clearpathtoaddressthemanagementproblemofleveragingmeme marketingforbrandengagement.

2. PurposeofResearchinMeasurableTerms:

The Research objectives, are articulated in measurable terms to ensure that the outcomes can be quantified and evaluated, enabling brands to assess the
effectiveness of meme marketing strategies. The objectives are designed to produce data-driven insights that can be tracked through specific
metrics,such as engagement rates, consumer sentiment scores, and brand loyalty indicators. Below are the detailed objectives:

sentiment analysis) by implementing culturally sensitive meme campaigns over a six-month period, compared to campaigns with reported insensitivity.
Rationale: Aligned with GRQ3 and SRQS5/HS, this objective addresses risks highlighted in the literature (Murray et al., 2019) and exploratory focus
groups, which noted consumer criticism of tone-deaf memes.
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3. StandardsofWhattheResearchShould Accomplish

The research objectives are designed to meet rigorous standards to ensure the study delivers meaningful and actionable results. These standards define
the scope and quality of the research outcomes:

Comprehensiveness: The research should provide a holistic understanding of meme marketing‘s impact by addressing engagement, relatability, trust,
loyalty, platform dynamics, and risks. This ensures a 360-degree view of the strategy‘s effectiveness and challenges.

Quantifiability: Each objective includes measurable outcomes (e.g., engagement rates, sentiment scores, correlation coefficients) to allow for
empirical evaluation, enabling brands to track progress and compare results against benchmarks.

Relevance: The findings must be directly applicable to real-world marketing scenarios, providing insights that brands across industries (e.g., consumer
goods, entertainment, luxury) can use to refinetheir digital strategies.

Reliability: Theresearchshouldproduceconsistentandreplicableresults,usingrobustmethodologies (e.g., experimental campaigns, surveys, sentiment
analysis) to ensure findings are trustworthy and generalizable within the context of social media marketing.

Actionability: Theoutcomes shouldofferclear, practical recommendations for implementation,such as guidelines for content creation, platform
strategies, and risk mitigation, ensuring brands can operationalize the findings effectively.

4. ContributiontoManagementDecision-Making

Contribution of Meme Marketing to Management Decision-Making

Impact Score (0O to 1) f Decision-Making Areas

Influence of Meme Marketing on Decision-Making (Impact Sco

The research objectives are structured to directly aid management decision-making by providing data- driven insights and actionable strategies for
leveraging meme marketing. The specific contributions include:

Strategic Investment Decisions (Objective 1): By quantifying the engagement benefits of meme marketing (e.g., 20% higher engagement rates), the
research will help managers justify investments in meme-based campaigns over traditional formats. For instance, brands can allocate budgets to hire
specialized social media teams or invest in analytics tools to track meme performance, confident in the expected ROI based on engagement metrics.
Content Development Guidelines (Objectives 2 and 3): The findings on cultural relevance and authenticity will provide managers with clear
guidelines for crafting memes that resonate with audiences. For example, marketing teams can prioritize timely, platform-specific content (e.g., TikTok

RESEARCHDESIGN

The rationale for their selection, data collection methods and forms, and the logic behind the chosen data collection medium. The methodology is
tailored to provide actionable insights for brand managers seeking to leverage meme marketing in the dynamic digital landscape.

.2.1TypesofResearchDesigneeUsedandWhy Chosen?
The Study employs a combination of Exploratory, Descriptive, and Causal research designs to comprehensively address the research questions and

hypotheses. Each design serves a specific purpose, aligning with the objectives of quantifying meme marketing‘s impact, identifying success factors,
and evaluating risks.
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1. ExploratoryResearchDesign

Purpose:Togainadeeperunderstandingofmememarketing ‘sdynamics,includingitscultural

context,audienceperceptions,andoperational challenges,asafoundationforsubsequentresearch.

Why Chosen: Exploratory research is ideal for emerging phenomena like meme marketing,where limited prior research exists on operational strategies
and long-term impacts (e.g., brand loyalty). This design was used in the background phase (e.g., experience surveys, focus groups, case studies) to
refine research questions and hypotheses, as highlighted in the literature review gap on scaling meme marketing. It provides qualitative insights into
consumer preferences and industry practices, informing the design of descriptive and causal studies.

Application: Conducted through interviews with marketing managers, focus groups with Gen Z and Millennial consumers, and case studies of brands
like Wendy‘s and Netflix, as detailed in the background section.

2. DescriptiveResearchDesign

Purpose: To systematically describe the characteristics of meme marketing campaigns, such as engagement metrics, consumer sentiment, and
platform-specific performance, to answer questions like—Howdoesmememarketinginfluenceengagement?l(GRQ1)and—Whatfactorscontributeto
success?l (GRQ2).

Why Chosen: Descriptiveresearchis suitableforquantifyingpatterns andrelationships identified in exploratoryresearch,providing adetailedprofile
ofmeme marketing‘s impact across platforms.It supports objectives like measuring engagement rates (Objective 1) and assessing relatability/trust
(Objective 2) by collecting structured data from large samples. This design ensures robust, generalizable findings for brand managers.

Application: Implemented through consumer surveys and social media analytics for measuring engagement metrics (likes, shares) and sentiment
scores across platforms like X, TikTok, and Instagram.

3. CausalResearchDesign

Purpose: To test causal relationships posited in the hypotheses (H1-HS5), such as whether meme- based content outperforms traditional content (H1) or
if cultural sensitivity affects reputation (HS).

Why Chosen: Causal research is essential for validating the hypothesized relationships between variables (e.g., authenticity — engagement, platform
tailoring — engagement) through controlled experiments. This design enables the study to provide evidence-based recommendations for management
decisions, such as budget allocation and risk mitigation strategies. It addresses objectives like evaluating authenticity‘s impact on loyalty (Objective 3)
and platform-specific effectiveness (Objective 4).

Application: Conducted through experimental campaigns comparing meme-based and traditional content, with controlled variables (e.g., platform,
audience segment) to isolate causal effects.

Rationale for Combination: The combination of these designs ensures a comprehensive approach. Exploratory research provides qualitative depth to
understand meme marketing‘s context, descriptiveresearch quantifies itsimpactandcharacteristics, and causalresearch tests specificcause- and-effect
relationships. This multi-method approach aligns with the complexity of mememarketing, which involves cultural, behavioral, and technical
dimensions, and supports the study‘s goal of delivering actionable insights for brand managers.

2.2DataCollectionMethod/sandForms

These methods are designed to quantify meme marketing‘s impact, identify success factors, evaluate platform-specific dynamics, and assess risks,
providing actionable insights for brand managers. Below, each method is described in detail, including the specific forms of data collection, their
implementation, and their alignment with the research objectives and hypotheses (H1-HS). The methods include consumer surveys,socialmedia
analytics,semi-structured interviews, focus groups, and experimental campaigns, with a focus on ensuring reliability, validity, and relevance to the
digital marketing context.
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Contribution of Data Collection Methods to Meme Marketing
Research Objectives

Contribution to Objectives (%) / Data Collection Methods

Contribution to Research Objectives (%)

1.ConsumerSurveys
Description: A structured, self-administered online survey targets consumers aged 18-34 (Millennials and Gen Z), the primary demographic
for meme marketing, to collect data on perceptions of relatability, trust, authenticity, cultural sensitivity, and brand loyalty. The survey

combines quantitative measures (e.g., Likert-scale questions, multiple-choice) with qualitative open- ended questions to capture nuanced

consumer insights.

Forms

Questionnaire: A20-questionsurvey(previouslyprovidedintheappendix)includes:

DemographicQuestions(e.g.,age,platformusage)tosegmentresponses.

Likert-Scale Questions (e.g., —How relatable are brand memes?l on a 1-5 scale) to measure perceptions of relatability (H2), authenticity

(H3), and cultural sensitivity (H5).

Multiple-ChoiceQuestions(e.g.,—Whichplatformismosteffectiveforbrandmemes?l)to

assessplatform-specificpreferences(H4).

Open-EndedQuestions(e.g.,—Whatmakesabrand‘smemecampaignsuccessful?l)togather

qualitativeinsightsonconsumerpreferencesandexperiences.

Implementation:

Distribution: Surveys will be distributed via targeted social media ads on X, TikTok, and Instagram, leveraging platform algorithms to

reach users aged 18-34. Additional recruitment will occur through university networks and online communities (e.g., Reddit‘s r/memes).

Sample Size: A target of 800—1000 respondents to ensure statistical power for hypothesis testing (e.g., H2, H3, HS), with a 95% confidence

level and 5% margin of error.
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2.3SamplingDesignandPlan

The plan is designed to provide actionable insights for brand managers, ensuring that the sample accurately reflects the relevant populations

and supports robust analysis.

1. TargetPopulation

The target population consists of individuals and entities relevant to the study‘s objectives, which include quantifying meme marketing‘s
impact on engagement, identifying success factors (e.g., relatability, authenticity), assessing platform-specific dynamics, and evaluating

risks (e.g., cultural sensitivity). The study involves two primary populations:

1.1  ConsumerPopulation:

Definition: Social media users aged 18-34 (Millennials and Gen Z) who actively engage with brand content on platforms like X, TikTok,
and Instagram. This group is targeted because they are theprimaryaudiencefor meme marketing, as evidenced byexploratoryresearch (e.g.,

Statista, 2024, showing 60% of Gen Z follow brands using memes).

Characteristics:

®  Age:18-24(GenZ)and25-34(Millennials),asthesegroupsaremostactiveonsocial media and responsive to meme-based content.
®  Location:Global,withafocusonurbanareasinNorthAmerica,Europe,andAsia,where social media penetration is high.
®  Behavior:RegularusersofX, TikTok,and/orInstagram(atleastweeklyengagement)who interact with brand content (e.g., liking,
sharing, commenting).
Relevance: This population is critical for surveys, focus groups, and experimental campaigns, as their perceptions and behaviors directly
inform Objectives 1-5 (e.g., engagement metrics, relatability, cultural sensitivity) and hypotheses H1-HS5.
1.2 IndustryProfessionalPopulation:

Definition: Digital marketing managers and meme influencers involved in creating or promoting meme-based campaigns.
Characteristics:
Managers: Professionals employed by brands or agencies in consumer goods, entertainment, or technology sectors, with experience in

social media marketing (e.g., at least 2 years managing campaigns).

Influencers: Content creators with significant followings (e.g., >50K followers on X, TikTok, or Instagram) who specialize in meme

content.

Location: Primarily North America and Europe, where meme marketing is prevalent, but open to global experts for diversity.

Relevance: This population is essential for interviews, providing insights into operational strategies and challenges (Objectives 2, 3, 5; H2,
H3, HS).

2. SamplingFrame

The sampling frame defines the accessible subset of the target population from which samples are drawn, ensuring feasibility and

representativeness.

2.1 ConsumerPopulationSamplingFrame:

®  Description: Adatabaseofsocialmedia usersaged18—34whoare active onX,TikTok, and/or Instagram, compiled from:



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (6), June (2025), Page — 10945-10958 10954

®  Social media platform ad targeting tools (e.g., X Ads, TikTok Ads Manager), which allow filtering by age, location, and

engagement behavior.

®  Online panels from market research firms (e.g., Qualtrics, YouGov) providing access to pre- screened respondents meeting the

criteria (e.g., weekly social media use, engagement with brand content).

®  Universityandcommunitynetworksinurbanareasforfocusgrouprecruitment.

Sources:
®  X:Userswhofollow brandsorengagewithtrendinghashtags(e.g. . #meme,#marketing).
®  TikTok:Usersparticipatinginbrandedchallengesorfollowingbrandaccounts.
®  Instagram:Users engagingwithbrandStoriesormemeaccounts(e.g.,@pubity).
®  Researchpanels:Pre-verifiedlistsof18-34-year-oldswithsocialmediaactivity.

Rationale: Thisframeensuresaccesstodigitallyactiveconsumerswhoarelikelytoencounter

andengagewithmememarketing,aligningwiththe study‘sfocusonsocialmediaplatforms.

2.2 IndustryProfessionalPopulationSamplingFrame:

Description:Alistofdigitalmarketingmanagersandmemeinfluencerscompiled from:

®  ProfessionalnetworkslikeLinkedIn,targetingmarketingmanagersinrelevantindustries (e.g., consumer goods, entertainment).
®  Socialmediaplatforms,identifyinginfluencerswithmeme-focusedaccounts(e.g.,>50K followers, regular meme posts).

®  Industrycontactsfrommarketingassociations(e.g.,AmericanMarketingAssociation)and digital agencies.

DATAANALYSIS-INTERPRETATION

Primarydata

Questionnaire(fromdifferentconsumer) Secondary data
Journals

Interntand website

DataAnalysis

Figure3.1:ageoftherespondent

Age

110 responses

@ Under 18
® 18-24
25-34

® 35-44
@ Above 45+
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Interpretation
Peoplebetween18-24grouparestrongrespondent97.3%,between25-34agegroupare0.9%,between35-44 are 0.9%, and above 45+ are also 0.9%.
Figure3.2:Occupation ofrespondent

Occupation
110 responses

@ Student
@ Working professional

Interpretation
Aboveonthepiediagramshowthat94.5%respondentarestudentsandS.5%respondentareworkingprofessional

Figure3.3:Respondentfamiliaritywithmemeculture

What is your familiarity with memes and meme culture?

110 responses

60

44 (40%)
34 (30.9%)

24 (21.8%)

7 (6.4%)

2

LIMITATIONS

Theselimitationsarecategorizedintomethodological,conceptual,contextual,andpractical constraints,
providingacomprehensiveview ofwhatmightrestrictthereportsscope,validity,orapplicability.

1. MethodologicalLimitations

Methodological constraints often affect the reliability and generalizability of findings in marketingresearch, especially for a dynamic and
subjective field like meme marketing.

Reliance on Self-Reported Data: If the report uses surveys or questionnaires to gauge consumer engagement or purchase intentions, it
may suffer from self-reporting biases. Respondents might overstateor understate their reactions to memes due to social desirability or
recall inaccuracies. For instance, a study on meme marketing noted that self-reported data can lead to common response patterns, limiting
the depth of insights.
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Impact: This could skew results, making it hard to accurately measure how memes influence actual behavior versus perceived
engagement.

Mitigation: Incorporatingbehavioraldata(e.g., click-through rates, shares)or mixed-method approaches (e.g., interviews alongside surveys)
could reduce bias, but these may not have been feasible within the report‘s scope.

Use of Closed-Ended Questions: If the report primarily relies on closed-ended survey questions, it may miss nuanced consumer
perspectives. For example, a study highlighted that closed-ended questions limit deeper understanding of social media users® views on
memes, suggesting interviews for richer data.

Impact: Thisrestrictsthereport*sabilitytocapturetheemotionalorculturalresonanceofmemes, which

arecriticaltotheireffectiveness.

Mitigation: Including open-ended questions or qualitative methods could provide more context, butthese are resource-intensive and may
not align with the report‘s design.

Sample Bias and Generalizability: The report‘s findings may be limited by its sample demographics. Meme marketing is particularly
popular among Millennials and Gen Z, but if the sample overrepresents certain groups (e.g., specific age, region, or platform users), results
may not apply broadly. For instance, Instagram, a key platform for meme marketing, has ayoung user base (18—34), which maynot reflect
older or less digitally active audiences.

Impact: Conclusions about brand engagement might not hold for diverse markets or platforms like LinkedIn, where meme use is less
common.

Mitigation: A more diverse sample or cross-platform analysis could improve generalizability, but this increases complexity and cost.

Quantitative Focus Over Qualitative Insights: Many meme marketing studies lean on quantitative methods (e.g., engagement metrics,
regression analysis), but qualitative aspects like cultural context or humor perception are harder to quantify. A report noted a lack of
empirical, quantitative studies in meme marketing, suggesting a gap in qualitative depth.

Impact: The report may overlook why certain memes resonate, limiting its ability to guide creative strategy.

Mitigation: Combining qualitative content analysis (e.g., meme themes) with quantitative metrics could offer a fuller picture, though this
requires additional expertise.

2. ConceptualLimitations
Conceptual limitations arise from how meme marketing and brand engagement are defined, measured, or theorized in the report.

Ambiguity in Defining “Engagement”: Brand engagement is multifaceted, encompassing likes, shares, comments, purchase intentions,
and emotional connections. If the report narrowly defines engagement(e.g., focusing onlyon socialmediametrics), itmaymiss broader
impacts likebrand loyalty or offline behavior. A study emphasized that engagement metrics alone don‘t capture long-term brand equity.

Impact:Thiscouldleadtoanincompleteassessmentofmememarketing‘seffectiveness,

overemphasizingshort-termvirality.

Mitigation: A broader engagement framework, including qualitative measures like brand sentiment, could address this, but it complicates
analysis.

Lack of a Unified Meme Marketing Framework: Meme marketing lacks a standardized theoretical model, as the —recipel for viral
memes remains elusive. A study noted that while frameworks exist, they need validation across contexts.

Impact: The report may rely on ad-hoc or untested models, reducing its theoretical rigor and making it harder to compare findings with
other studies.

Mitigation: Grounding the report in established theories (e.g., uses and gratifications theory, as used in some studies) could strengthen its
foundation, but this may limit its focus on emerging trends.

Overemphasis on Virality: Meme marketings appeal lies in its viral potential, but not all memes go viral, and virality doesn‘t always
translate to brand success. The report may overfocus on viral outcomes, neglecting memes that drive niche or sustained engagement.
Research shows that memes achieve 10 times more reach than standard ads, but overuse can dilute brand value.

Impact: This could misguide marketers into chasing trends rather than building consistent strategies.
Mitigation: Analyzingbothviralandnon-viralmemes‘impactscouldprovidebalance,butthisbroadens the report‘s scope.
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CONCLUSION

The emergence of meme marketing is one such seen shift and phenomenon, altering how brands are
communicatingwithconsumersinthedigitalera,asitnotonlycapturestheessence,butalsotheessence of memes, asa means to create raw and lasting
connections. The analysis within this report identifies

a number ofkeyelementsthatimpactupontheeffectivenessofmememarketingingenerating brandengagement.

First, memes‘inherent relatability allows brands to communicate in a language that resonates with their audience, particularly Millennials and Gen Z,
who value humor and authenticity over traditional advertising‘s polished messaging. Case studies, such as Wendy ‘s sharp-witted Twitter exchanges and
Netflix‘s meme-driven promotions, demonstrate how brands can leverage timely cultural references tospark viral engagement, resulting in increased
follower interactions and brand recall.

Thesuccessofmeme marketing depends onitsabilitytoalignwith thedynamicsofsocial mediaplatforms, where content virality is driven by shareability and
community participation. Platforms like X and TikTok, with their emphasis on real-time trends and user-generated content, provide fertile ground for
memes to thrive. Brands that adeptly tailor their meme content to platform-specific audiences—using short-form videos on TikTok or witty one-liners
on X can amplify their reach through organic sharing. However, this approach requires a deep understanding of platform algorithms and audience
preferences, as well as the agility to respond to rapidly evolving trends.

Despite its potential, meme marketing presents notable challenges that brands must navigate to avoid pitfalls. The risk of misinterpretation or cultural
insensitivity is significant, as memes often rely on niche humor or context that may not translate universally. For instance, a poorly executed meme can
alienate audiences or provoke backlash, as seen in cases where brands misjudged cultural sensitivities or appearedto exploit trends for profit.
Additionally, the ephemeral nature of memes demands that brands maintain a pulse on internet culture, requiring dedicated resources and creative
teams capable of producing timely, relevant content. Inauthentic attempts—where brands force their way into meme culture without understanding its

nuances—often result in diminished

RECOMMENDATIONS

Theanalysis of meme marketing‘s impacton brand engagementreveals its potentialas a dynamicand cost- effective strategy for connecting with modern
audiences. However, its success depends on strategic execution, cultural sensitivity, and alignment with brand identity. Based on the searchof this
report, the following detailesrecommendations are proposed to guide brands in effectively leveraging meme marketing to enhance engagement, foster
consumer loyalty, and mitigate risks:

DevelopaDeepUnderstandingofTargetAudiences

To maximize the effectiveness of meme marketing, brands must invest in understanding their audience‘s demographics, preferences, and online
behaviors. This involves conducting market research to identify the cultural references, humor styles, and social media platforms most relevant to their
target consumers, particularly Millennials and Gen Z, who are the primary consumers of meme content. For instance, brands like Netflix have
succeeded by tailoring memes to specific fandoms, such as creating Stranger Things- inspired content for fans of the show. Tools like social listening
platforms (e.g., Hootsuite or Brandwatch) can help brands monitor trending topics and audience sentiment on platforms like X, ensuring memes
resonate authentically. Brands should also segment their audience to create tailored meme campaigns that align with diverse subcultures or interests
within their consumer base.

PrioritizePlatformSpecificStrategies

Different SOCIAL MEDIA platforms have unique cultures,content formats, requiring brands to adapt their meme marketing strategies accordingly. On
X, where brevity and wit are key, brands should focus on concise, text-based memes or quick-reaction GIFs that align with trending topics. On TikTok,
short-form video memes with music or challenges can drive virality. For example, Gucci‘s collaboration with meme creators on Instagram showcases
how visual-heavy platforms benefit from polished yet relatable meme content. Brands should analyze platform algorithms to optimize posting times
and formats, ensuring maximumvisibilityand engagement. Additionally, engaging with user-generated content, such as reposting or commenting on
fan-made memes, can amplify a brand‘s presence and foster community interaction.
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