
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (6), June (2025), Page – 9825-9831                                      

 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com  ISSN 2582-7421 

 

 

Vitamin Deficiency Detection by Image Processing Using Deep Learning 

Ayesha Sabreen1, Mrs G.Sindhusha2, Uzma Tabassum3, Akkapaka Aparna4, Mokeda Siri 

Chandana5 

1,3,4,5 Department of CSE, Jyothishmathi Institute of Technology and Science Karimnagar, India.  
2Assistant Professor Department of CSE, Jyothishmathi Institute of Technology and Science Karimnagar, India. Gourishetty.sindhusha@gmail.com 

21.612ayesha@gmail.com, uzmatabassum826@gmail.com, akkapakaaparna@gmail.com, sirimokeda@gmail.com 

Abstract:  

Vitamin deficiency is an important but underdiagnosed issue in global health, too often ignored because of the use of invasive and labour-intensive diagnostic 

methods. With healthcare converging to the digital transformation paradigm, the necessity for intelligent, non-invasive, and scalable diagnostic technology is 

imperative to early detection and timely treatment. This paper presents an extensible and modular web application using deep learning and image processing 

methods that detects symptoms of vitamin deficiencies from facial images. The system overcomes conventional diagnostic constraints by providing a contactless, 

real-time, and accessible platform for improved healthcare access and decision-making. The application enables medical practitioners or users to upload face photos, 

which are processed via a trained convolutional neural network (CNN) to identify visual cues related to prevalent deficiencies like Vitamin A, B12, C, D, and Iron. 

To enhance interpretability, the system offers dynamic overlays and health risk heat maps. Automated health alerts are supported on the platform to healthcare 

providers or guardians according to threshold specification criteria.. The system architecture, dataset pre-processing, deep learning model training pipeline, and 

real-world testing for performance validation are featured in this paper. The solution also addresses the implications of image-based diagnostics as a privacy-aware, 

scalable means for preventive medicine and the digital future of healthcare. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Technology continues to revolutionize today's healthcare and wellness industries by hastening diagnosis, enhancing accessibility, and driving preventative 

care. One area ripe for disruption is early detection of vitamin deficiency—namely vitamin-based medical conditions. Conventional methods of vitamin 

deficiency detection typically rely on invasive blood draws, require access to medical technology, or are based on self-reported symptoms that are often 

delayed, inaccurate, and misinterpreted [1]. 

 

To address these challenges, we suggest a contactless, intelligent diagnostic system based on image processing and deep learning to detect noticeable 

symptoms of vitamin deficiency from facial images. Such a system is meant to empower caregivers, patients, and healthcare providers through the offering 

of a real-time non-invasive analysis platform that relies on the facial analysis, ensuring no requirement for conventional lab-based validation at the point 

of initial diagnosis. The system detects facial features in real-time automatically to look for evidence of common deficiencies such as Vitamin A, B12, 

C, D, and Iron—providing users with immediate, secure, and highly usable results [2]. 

 

The solution is implemented as a responsive web application with a cloud-hosted database for secure, transparent data storage and historical recording. 

The interface features a dashboard with simple-to-interpret health prediction outcomes, risk-level markers, and heat map visualizations in order to provide 

quick and easy interpretation of diagnostic outcomes for users and experts alike. The deep learning model is trained on assiduously curated datasets 

labeled by medical practitioners and is optimized to adjust to diverse lighting environments, skin colors, and orientations of faces—guaranteeing 

inclusivity and performance across diverse populations [3]. 

 

A built-in notification engine enables automated summaries of patient health to be delivered to patients or assigned caregivers through email, creating a 

layer of active healthcare engagement and ongoing monitoring. Compared to traditional instruments, the system runs without the need for physical 

equipment or visits to the clinic—suitable for remote healthcare evaluation, telemedicine cases, and initial screenings in underserved or rural communities 

[4]. 

 

This technology is a dramatic change in how personal healthcare is provided and is one aspect of the overall trend toward AI-based solutions in digital 

health. It is more than a diagnostic tool—it is an advance toward smarter, earlier, and more universal health assessment, introducing the power of predictive 

medicine into everyday life [5]. 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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1.1 System Architecture 

 

The system is built with Python (Tkinter + Flask) and makes use of the cloud database for secure and long-term storage of diagnostic reports and user 

profiles. 

The GUI, based on Tkinter, presents an integrated interface for users or medical staff to upload face pictures, achieve real-time analysis, receive diagnostic 

feedback, and deal with historic information. The Flask-based backend is responsible for the fundamental logic such as image processing, model 

prediction, session management.  

 

Facial feature extraction and image processing are performed by OpenCV, which pre-processes facial images to ensure consistency. These pre-processed 

images are supplied as input to a pre-trained Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) model trained with Tensor Flow/Keras, which detects visual symptoms 

that are typical in cases of vitamin deficiency, i.e., skin tone abnormalities, pale lips, or discoloration under the eyes. Predictions are made in real time 

and saved in the database for visualization and future reference. 

 

All diagnostic results and associated metadata are stored in DB, allowing for quick retrieval and expandable storage of diagnostic histories. The system 

also incorporates Seaborn for generating graphical representations like heat maps, which display frequency and severity of identified deficiencies over 

time. This graphical aspect helps interpret trends and facilitates data-driven decisions for individuals and healthcare providers alike. 

 

The system is presently developed to accommodate a principal user type: 

Healthcare Staff / End Users: They log in securely, upload or take facial photos, start analysis, and get diagnostic results. The system grants access to past 

reports and outputs visualizations to track progress or ongoing issues.  

The overall architecture provides a light yet solid answer to the early detection of vitamin deficiencies, prioritizing accessibility, real-time execution, and 

simplicity—especially important in clinical as well as remote healthcare environments. 

 

 

 

1.2 Database Design 

The system employs a SQL database providing a schema-less architecture that is very flexible for the storage of diagnostic data against vitamin deficiency 

detection. This flexibility in architecture supports the storage of various types of data including image metadata, prediction results, and user information 

without needing a structured, predefined schema. 

 

The application employs the following collections: 

 

Users – Stores user ID, name, email address, and corresponding profile information. The collection is maintained for both patients and system users. 

 

Diagnostic Records – Keeps records of each diagnostic session in detail, with timestamps, prediction outputs, facial image metadata, and model confidence 

scores. 

 

Reports – Stores structured summaries produced following each diagnostic analysis, as well as visualizations. 
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When new features like more vitamin categories, follow-up history, or more sophisticated analysis are added, the database can grow and adapt without 

major restructuring. 

 

This design provides efficient storage, rapid access to diagnostic information, and a good foundation for adding health visualization. 

2. LITERATURE SURVEY 

Solanki and Pittalia (2021) established the foundational methods in computer vision through the investigation of algorithms like Principal Component 

Analysis (PCA) and Linear Discriminant Analysis (LDA), which have been instrumental in early feature extraction in facial analysis systems. These 

methods facilitate the construction of facial feature-based models of medical prediction applicable in detecting vitamin deficiency symptoms. [1] 

 

Stoll et al. (2018) investigated the impact of environment and behavior on visual perception and facial recognition, e.g., sign language exposure. The 

research points to the significance of diverse datasets and inclusive design—significant to guarantee precise prediction of vitamin deficiency for diverse 

populations. [2] 

 

Deng, Hu, and Guo (2018) presented collaborative representation-based classification approaches focusing on discriminative robustness in facial analysis. 

These models are able to improve classification reliability of the systems identifying delicate signs of nutrient deficiency from facial expressions. [3] 

 

Pei et al. (2017) proposed a Decision Pyramid Classifier to identify faces with limited training samples and under changing conditions. This work shows 

how learning models used in medical diagnosis can continue to be effective even with limited labeled health data sets. [4] 

 

Shi et al. (2017) discussed joint Bayesian models for cross-modality face recognition and integrating visual inputs like RGB and infrared. The same 

strategy can prove helpful in vitamin deficiency detection systems where lighting conditions influence image quality and feature detection. [5] 

 

Ding and Tao (2018) created Trunk-Branch Ensemble CNNs for facial recognition from videos. Ensemble methods enhance prediction stability and 

accuracy—especially beneficial for real-time diagnosis where facial indicators can dynamically change. [6] 

 

Nemirovskiy et al. (2016) suggested a clustering-based classification method for effective image-based recognition. For medical diagnostics, clustering 

would group patients according to similar symptoms or patterns of deficiency, facilitating visualization of trends via health heat maps. [7] 

 

Taniya, Nidhi, and Nandini (2016) deployed real-time facial recognition for attendance and workforce automation. Their application validates the 

potential of non-invasive facial analytics solutions in field environments—proving the viability of similar AI-based systems for health screening 

applications like vitamin deficiency detection. [8] 

 

3.  METHODOLOGY AND STATISTICAL FOUNDATIONS 

After detecting a face, the system employs a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) to scan facial features and identify visually  correlated patterns 

with typical vitamin deficiencies like Vitamin A, B12, C, D, and Iron. 

 

The CNN learns on a carefully constructed dataset of labelled facial pictures, with certain visual indicators (e.g., pale complexion, lip colour 

change, darkening under the eyes) linked to specific deficiencies. The model derives feature maps from the image through successive convolutional 

and pooling layers and predicts through fully connected layers. This approach is very robust against changes in lighting, face orientation, and skin 

tone variability. It is optimal for real-time contactless health screening, particularly in resource-constrained environments or for remote individuals.  

This approach is very easy against changes in lighting, face orientation, and skin tone variability. It is optimal for real-time contactless health 

screening, . The CNN model is also scalable and could be retrained on fresh datasets to enhance diagnostic accuracy with the passage of time. 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs)of deep neural network designed mainly to analyze visual images. They work best in identifying spatial 

hierarchies in images through automatic learning of patterns like edges, textures, and intricate facial structures. In your project, 

CNNs identify faint facial features that are associated with vitamin deficiency symptoms. 

 

Statistical Overview of the CNN Model Method: 

 

Input Layer: 

Takes a facial image (e.g., 128x128 pixels in grayscale or RGB). 

The image is pre-processing (scaled, normalized) before it enters the network. 

 

Convolutional Layers:  

These layers perform filtering (kernels) to detect features such as colour transitions, eye areas, skin texture, and lip colour. 

Every filter assists in finding a particular pattern within the image. 

 

Activation Function (ReLU):  

Adds non-linearity, assisting the network in modelling intricate patterns. 

Makes all negative numbers zero, accelerating training. 
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Pooling Layers (Max Pooling or Average Pooling):  

It decreases the  dimension of  features. 

 

Fully Connected Layers:  

The neurons are connected to every activation in the layer above. 

These layers decode features and provide classification scores for potential deficiencies (e.g., Vitamin A, B12). 

 

Softmax / Sigmoid Output:  

The last layer employs a softmax function (for multi-class) or sigmoid (for multi-label) to estimate the probability of each deficiency of a vitamin. 

 

 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

During the initial development and simulations, the system of vitamin deficiency detection via facial image analysis has shown great potential in 

reengineering conventional diagnosis procedures into automated, non-intrusive, and smart screening technologies for health. Based on real-time image 

processing and deep learning, the system avoids invasive blood-based testing during the initial stages of diagnosis and provides an effective substitute 

for remote and under-resourced settings. 

 

In prototype testing, the facial analysis module—which learned from carefully curated datasets—demonstrated high reliability in detecting early signs of 

deficiencies like discoloration beneath the eyes, pale lips, or skin tone irregularities. The application of CNN-based classification also improved accuracy 

under light changes and face orientations. Though slight delays were noted under low-resolution inputs or with background noise, the architecture is 

stable and ideal for localized as well as real-time deployment. 

 

The addition of health visualizations enabled users and clinicians to see trends and patterns over time. For instance, visual hints from one consecutive 

diagnosis following another can be utilized to evaluate whether nutritional interventions are showing an effect, allowing for a data-driven health 

monitoring strategy. This visualization aspect upgrades the system from being a static diagnosis tool to that of a dynamic decision-support mechanism. 

 

In addition, the integrated email notification system ensures ongoing communication between health professionals and users. Direct reports submitted 

after every analysis are automatically sent to registered doctors or caregivers, enabling asynchronous consultations and minimizing the necessity for face-

to-face contact—particularly useful for elderly patients, distant users, or mobile clinics. 

 

Technically, the system takes advantage of Python for back-end computations and SQLDB for storing data, providing modularity and scalability. 

Nevertheless, like any live application, performance is susceptible to degradation due to batch processing of large images or parallel use in high-usage 

environments. Such situations can be mitigated by using optimized queuing mechanisms and task scheduling to provide seamless operations. 

 

Notably, the system prioritizes data confidentiality and ethical healthcare surveillance. Rather than constant tracking, it adopts single-scan procedures for 

minimizing energy expenditure and redundant data gathering, as is advised in healthcare data security and user permission best practices. 

 

In summary, this computer vision-based vitamin deficiency detection system demonstrates the potential of artificial intelligence in personalized preventive 

care. With machine learning being paired with widely available digital technologies, it presents a scalable and participatory approach to nutritional 

diagnosis. Its future enhancements can involve mobile application deployment, training with larger datasets for uncommon deficiencies, combination 

with wearable health sensors, and multilingual support for worldwide utilization. 
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5. RESULT 

The system was trained and validated on a small dataset of labeled facial images corresponding to known deficiency states. The system classified facial 

images employing a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) to detect the occurrence of prevalent vitamin deficiencies like Vitamin A, B12, C, D, and 

Iron. 

System Performance 

The vaticination delicacy  of the CNN model was about 80 on the confirmation set. The system was set up to be suitable to dissect and give insufficiency 

prognostications within lower than  2 seconds per image, therefore being applicable for near real-time or real-time webbing. 

User Testing 

The program was tested using a small number of users via a desktop interface. Users considered the interface to be easy, responsive, and informative, 

especially the visual output of results and risk scores. 

Visualization 

The system effectively produced health risk heat maps to display patterns of deficiencies over time, providing a visual snapshot of possible nutritional 

problems for users and health workers. 

Summary 

The findings uphold the technological viability and utility of employing facial image processing with deep learning in detecting vitamin deficiencies early 

on. The system worked effectively under testing conditions and indicates high potential for real-world deployment in non-clinical settings. 
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6. CONCLUSION 

The project illustrates that image processing and deep learning can provide a viable and non-invasive approach for the detection of vitamin deficiencies 

through facial analysis. Through the use of facial image information and the training of a convolutional neural network (CNN), the system can detect 

visible symptoms related to deficiencies like Vitamin A, B12, C, D, and Iron with a high success rate. The app offers an easy, quick platform which can 

be used by individuals and medical professionals for early diagnosis and prophylactic treatment. Its functionality, such as real-time analysis, visual heat 

maps of health, and computerized report production, makes it highly valuable in environments with limited access to traditional diagnostic equipment. 

With additional enhancements—e.g., increasing the dataset, the generalization of the model, and its integration into mobile devices—this system can be 

a useful tool in personal medicine, rural medical access, and telemedicine. Overall, the project successfully demonstrates the concept of contactless 

vitamin deficiency detection, opening up the potential for smarter, faster, and more convenient health screening technologies. 

7. FUTURE WORK 

Though the existing system has properly proven the potential of applying image processing and deep learning in vitamin deficiency diagnosis, a number 

of improvements can be made to enhance its efficiency, scalability, and usability in the real world. 

Mobile Application Development 

Creating a mobile application of the system would extend reach and enable users to conduct self-screening with smartphone cameras—particularly useful 

in rural or far-flung regions. 

Integrating with Wearable and Health Apps 

The system may be integrated with wearable health devices and mobile health platforms to collect extra information (e.g., diet diaries, exercise) for 

improved prediction and comprehensive analysis. 

Offline Functionality 

Integration of offline analysis functionality would enable the system to operate in low-connectivity settings, with results uploaded to cloud databases 

when connection is re-established. 

Doctor/Expert Review Module 

A feedback cycle where medical experts may review and endorse the system's predictions will assist in refining the model and establishing credibility 

within clinical environments. 

Clinical Validation and Certification 

Official testing and certification within clinical settings will be necessary to advance the tool from a prototype to a clinically approved diagnostic tool. 
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