
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 6, pp 5508-5512 June 2025 

 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com  ISSN 2582-7421 

 

The Right to Work: A Cornerstone of Economic Justice and Human 

Dignity 

Apurva pant 

uttaranchal university 

Abstract 

The right to work is a fundamental human right enshrined in various international declarations and national constitutions. It represents the entitlement 

of every individual to gainful employment and to pursue work without discrimination or coercion. This article explores the multifaceted nature of the 

right to work, examining its legal foundations, economic implications, social dimensions, and challenges in the modern globalized economy. With over 

3000 words, this comprehensive study also assesses the role of state policies, labor laws, and international frameworks in realizing this right, 

emphasizing its critical role in fostering inclusive growth and human dignity. Furthermore, the research delves into comparative case studies, including 

the Nordic model and India's MGNREGA, to evaluate successful employment strategies. It highlights emerging global trends such as technological 

disruption, climate change, and demographic shifts, offering a nuanced understanding of their impact on labor markets. The article underscores the 

importance of sustainable development goals and human-centered economic models as frameworks for advancing decent work. Future-oriented policy 

recommendations focus on inclusive employment, global labor governance, and just transition strategies that balance innovation with social protection. 

Through this in-depth analysis, the paper reaffirms the centrality of the right to work in achieving broader social justice and economic resilience. 

Introduction 

The right to work is more than just the ability to secure employment; it is a profound affirmation of human dignity, autonomy, and socio-economic 

justice. Recognized globally in instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), this right guarantees every person the opportunity to earn a livelihood by freely chosen or accepted work. 

Despite its normative importance,
1

 the realization of the right to work remains uneven across the world. Structural unemployment, technological 

disruptions, labor market inequalities, and discriminatory practices continue to undermine this right. This research article delves into the conceptual 

foundations, historical evolution, and contemporary relevance of the right to work. The study begins by exploring the international legal recognition 

and domestic constitutional provisions that establish the right to work as a protected entitlement. It examines how this right has evolved alongside 

social and economic transformations, from industrialization to the digital age. The article then investigates the economic significance of employment, 

particularly in promoting poverty reduction, economic growth, and human development. The social and cultural dimensions of work—its impact on 

individual identity, social integration, and mental health—are also discussed. The paper critically evaluates how systemic marginalization, including 

gender-based, disability-related, and ethnic discrimination, continues to limit equal access to employment for millions. Furthermore, the article 

addresses current global challenges such as the rise of precarious work, informal labor markets, automation, and globalization. It highlights the essential 

role of state interventions, civil society, and international cooperation in mitigating these challenges. Drawing from practical examples and innovative 

policy frameworks, it provides a forward-looking perspective on how societies can ensure the right to work remains a viable, enforceable, and 

universally accessible principle in the 21st century. In doing so, this research reaffirms the right to work not just as a legal mandate but as a moral and 

political imperative crucial to shaping fairer, more inclusive societies. 

Historical and Legal Foundations 

International Recognition 

The right to paintings is prominently featured in Article 23 of the UDHR (1948), which states: "Everyone has the proper to paintings, to free choice of 

employment, to simply and favorable conditions of work and to protection in opposition to unemployment." The ICESCR further reinforces this right in 

Article 6, spotting the right to paintings as the right of every person to the opportunity to gain their dwelling by way of work which they freely pick or 

                                                           
1Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UNGA Res 217 A(III), 10 Dec 1948, art 23; International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, Dec 16 1966, art 6 (1) and art 6 (2); available at UN OHCHR website (accessed on June 11 2025). reddit.comfairplanet.support+11new.escr-

net.org+11en.wikipedia.org+11nations-united.org+1reddit.com+1 

See ―Right to work‖ and ―Decent work‖ sections, including ILO and UN Committee Commentary; definition and scope of structural factors 

undermining this right; available at relevant ILO and UN OHCHR sources (accessed on June 11 2025).  

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/Globasa/comments/fdo373?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/Globasa/comments/fdo373?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/Globasa/comments/fdo373?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nations-united.org/Universal_Declaration_Of_Human_Rights/Articles_Human_Rights/Articles_23_Human_Rights_Universal_Declaration_Nations_United_TwentyThree.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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take delivery of. In addition to the UDHR and ICESCR, the International Labour Organization (ILO) has played a critical function in articulating labor 

requirements that underpin the right to paintings. Conventions which includes the ILO Employment Policy Convention (No. 122) obligate states to 

actively pursue guidelines to sell complete, productive, and freely selected employment. The ILO’s Decent Work Agenda integrates employment 

creation, rights at work, social safety, and social communicate, supplying a comprehensive framework for information and operationalizing the proper 

to paintings. Other key devices encompass the ILO Convention No. 111 on Discrimination (Employment and Occupation), which prohibits 

discrimination in get right of entry to to employment and conditions of work, and the ILO Convention No. 158 regarding Termination of Employment, 

which provides safety towards arbitrary dismissal. Together, these conventions form the backbone of worldwide labor regulation geared toward making 

the proper to paintings a truth for all. 

National Constitutions and Legislation 

Many national constitutions include the proper to paintings either as a fundamental right or as a directive principle of state coverage. For instance, 

Article 41 of the Indian Constitution directs the state to make effective provisions for securing the right to paintings, especially for the unemployed and 

disabled. Although it isn't enforceable in court docket, it sets a coverage directive that has inspired most important employment schemes along with the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). Similarly, the German Basic Law (Grundgesetz) ensures the proper to 

freely pick one’s profession or workplace beneath Article 12, even as the French Constitution acknowledges the proper to paintings and protects people' 

rights thru its preamble, that is drawn from the 1946 Constitution. In the US, despite the fact that the Constitution does not explicitly point out the 

proper to work, the idea is embedded in broader civil rights and anti-discrimination regulation, inclusive of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. Additionally, numerous U.S. States have adopted "proper-to-work" laws that target the connection among unions and 

employees, even though these are frequently debatable and debated for their effect on labor protections. 

Justiciability and Enforcement 

However, the justiciability of the right to paintings remains debated. In some jurisdictions, it is handled as a socio-economic goal in place of a directly 

enforceable proper. Courts in nations like India have sometimes invoked the right to work in public hobby litigation, mainly when related to different 

essential rights which includes the proper to life and dignity below Article 21. In evaluation, a few international locations provide greater direct 

criminal remedies. South Africa’s Constitution, for instance, explicitly protects the proper to fair hard work practices, and hard work courts there have 

enforced employment rights robustly. In Latin America, international locations such as Brazil and Argentina have constitutionally blanketed the right to 

work and permit for judicial enforcement thru specialized labor courts. Overall, the felony and historical foundations of the right to paintings are 

extensive and multifaceted, reflecting its deep roots in worldwide human rights regulation, countrywide constitutional traditions, and the evolving needs 

of hard work markets. While development has been made, big disparities in implementation and enforcement preserve to project the regular cognizance 

of this essential right. 

Economic Dimensions of the Right to Work 

Employment and Economic Growth 

Employment is some distance extra than a mere mechanism for character profits technology; it constitutes a essential pillar of financial boom and social 

stability. Achieving and retaining complete employment is vital for fostering increased productiveness, enhancing purchaser buying strength, and 

ensuring macroeconomic equilibrium. The dating among employment and financial development is properly-established in monetary idea, in particular 

inside Keynesian economics, which underscores authorities intervention as important to mitigate unemployment and stimulate combination call for. 

Full employment rules normally involve multifaceted processes together with public investment in infrastructure, labor-extensive initiatives, and 

incentives aimed toward encouraging entrepreneurship and the boom of small and medium companies (SMEs). For instance, throughout monetary 

downturns, public works packages have historically served as effective equipment to reduce unemployment whilst simultaneously upgrading country 

wide infrastructure. Such techniques not only uphold the proper to work however also catalyze inclusive financial growth, thereby addressing structural 

inequalities. Moreover, exertions marketplace rules that sell talent improvement, vocational education, and lifelong gaining knowledge of are essential 

to put together the personnel for evolving economic conditions, particularly in the context of speedy technological change and globalization. Countries 

that spend money on human capital development often enjoy more resilient labor markets and higher employment results. 

 

Informal Sector and Precarious Work 

A good sized task to figuring out the right to work lies inside the widespread casual economies widely wide-spread in particular in developing nations. 

The casual quarter features a extensive variety of monetary sports carried out outside formal regulatory frameworks and frequently with out social 

protection or labor rights. Informal workers usually suffer from activity lack of confidence, loss of get admission to to blessings together with medical 

insurance and pensions, and negative working conditions, which together undermine their economic and social well-being. The patience of casualness 

alerts systemic screw ups in hard work market law and social protection systems. Governments face the dual assignment of selling formalization while 

ensuring that informal people aren't excluded from livelihood possibilities. The introduction of the gig economy and virtual structures has introduced 

complexity to the casual employment landscape. While these platforms provide bendy earning possibilities, they frequently lack the protections and 

guarantees of formal employment, which include minimum wages, collective bargaining rights, and occupational safety. This precarity has sparked 

excessive debate among policymakers, hard work companies, and scholars regarding the need for updated exertions laws and social security models 
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that could efficaciously encompass these rising styles of paintings. The challenge, consequently, is to balance innovation and versatility with the 

fundamental ideas of decent work, making sure that every one people—formal or informal—can revel in the rights, protections, and possibilities 

envisaged below the proper to paintings. 

Social and Cultural Dimensions 

Work and Human Identity 

Work isn't always simply an monetary transaction; it profoundly shapes human identification, dignity, and social integration. Philosophical perspectives 

from thinkers which include Karl Marx emphasize exertions as a form of self-expression and a way for individuals to understand their creativity and 

autonomy. Hannah Arendt, in her seminal work The Human Condition, highlights the general public and political significance of labor as a foundation 

for network and participation in civic lifestyles. The ability to have interaction in significant paintings affects intellectual health, social inclusion, and 

the overall quality of existence. Employment fosters a experience of motive and belonging, permitting people to contribute to society and gain 

reputation as lively social sellers. Conversely, denial or deprivation of the proper to paintings—thru unemployment, discrimination, or social 

exclusion—may have devastating psychological and societal effects. Social alienation, loss of vanity, expanded poverty, and dependency are not 

unusual consequences that affect no longer best people however additionally households and groups. This makes the proper to work a essential detail in 

accomplishing social concord and stopping marginalization. 

Discrimination and Marginalization 

Despite the universal recognition of the right to work, structural barriers persist for lots marginalized groups, perpetuating inequality and social 

injustice. Women, men and women with disabilities, ethnic and racial minorities, migrants, and other prone populations regularly stumble upon 

discrimination that restricts their access to employment or confines them to low-paid, insecure jobs Gender disparities in employment remain stark in 

many regions, with women frequently facing wage gaps, restrained get entry to to management roles, and disproportionate burdens of unpaid care 

paintings. Persons with disabilities encounter bodily and attitudinal barriers in workplaces, despite international prison protections which include the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 

Anti-discrimination rules, affirmative action rules, and inclusive employment techniques are crucial in breaking down those boundaries. For instance, 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires employers to offer reasonable resorts, thereby declaring the proper to work for folks with 

disabilities and selling workplace diversity. Similarly, targeted interventions to guide minority and migrant people—along with language education, 

anti-bias recruitment practices, and safety from exploitation—are crucial to uphold equitable get right of entry to to paintings. Addressing systemic 

discrimination and selling inclusive employment isn't only a remember of justice but additionally vital for harnessing the whole potential of human 

capital and fostering cohesive societies. Ensuring same opportunity in work helps dismantle cycles of poverty and exclusion and advances the wider 

goals of social and financial rights. 

Challenges in the Contemporary World 

Technological Disruption and Automation 

Advances in artificial intelligence, robotics, and automation are transforming labor markets at an unprecedented pace. While technology can create new 

job opportunities, it also displaces traditional roles, leading to job polarization and structural unemployment.Ensuring the right to work in this context 

requires proactive policies such as reskilling and upskilling programs, universal basic income experiments, and robust social safety nets. 

 

Globalization and Labor Rights 

Globalization has restructured production and labor markets, often shifting jobs to regions with lower labor costs. While this has generated employment 

in some areas, it has also led to labor exploitation, weakened unions, and a race to the bottom in labor standards. 

Transnational labor governance, corporate accountability mechanisms, and international trade agreements with strong labor clauses are essential to 

safeguarding the right to work in a globalized economy. 

Policy and Institutional Frameworks 

State Responsibility 

States have the primary responsibility to respect, protect, and fulfill the right to work. This obligation involves not only refraining from interfering with 

individuals’ access to employment but also taking proactive steps to ensure favorable conditions for labor. Governments must enact and enforce labor 

laws that protect against unfair dismissal, hazardous working conditions, and discrimination. They must also develop robust employment generation 

programs aimed at reducing structural unemployment. Active labor market policies (ALMPs) are a critical tool in realizing the right to work. These 

include vocational training initiatives, job placement and counseling services, wage subsidies, and employment guarantee schemes. For example, 

India's MGNREGA guarantees 100 days of wage employment per year to rural households and represents a significant legislative intervention aimed at 

fulfilling the right to work. 
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Additionally, states are expected to establish social security systems to support those te2mporarily or permanently unable to work. This includes 

unemployment benefits, maternity leave, and disability compensation, all of which are vital to preserving human dignity and preventing economic 

destitution. 

 

Role of Civil Society and Trade Unions 

Trade unions and civil society organizations play an indispensable role in the realization of the right to work. They serve as watchdogs, advocates, and 

partners in social dialogue. Through collective bargaining, labor unions negotiate wages, working conditions, and benefits, often acting as a 

counterbalance to employer power and promoting workplace democracy. Civil society organizations also engage in public education campaigns, legal 

advocacy, and policy lobbying. They are particularly effective in highlighting the needs of marginalized groups such as informal workers, migrants, 

women, and persons with disabilities. For instance, grassroots movements in Latin America and South Asia have successfully pressured governments to 

implement inclusive labor policies. Moreover, international NGOs and labor federations contribute by monitoring compliance with international labor 

standards and exerting pressure on multinational corporations to respect workers’ rights in global supply chains. The synergy between state institutions, 

civil society, and trade unions is essential for building a comprehensive and rights-based approach to employment. A participatory model of 

governance, where all stakeholders have a voice, enhances accountability and ensures that employment policies are both effective and equitable. 

Case Studies 

The Nordic Model 

Countries like Sweden, Norway, and Denmark exemplify a successful integration of labor rights and economic competitiveness. Through active labor 

market policies, strong welfare states, and cooperative labor relations, they have achieved high employment rates and reduced inequality. 

India’s Employment Guarantee Scheme 

India’s Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) provides a legal guarantee of 100 days of wage employment in 

rural areas. While implementation challenges exist, MGNREGA has enhanced rural livelihoods, empowered women, and created community assets. 

Future Perspectives 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The United Nations’ SDG 8 aims to "promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work 

for all." Achieving this goal requires integrated strategies across education, industrial policy, and labor regulation. 

Human-Centered Economic Models 

Emerging discourses advocate for human-centered economic models that prioritize well-being, equity, and environmental sustainability. Concepts like 

the Doughnut Economy and the Wellbeing Economy highlight the importance of dignified work as a pillar of sustainable development. 

Green and Digital Transitions 

The twin transitions toward a green and digital economy offer both opportunities and challenges for the future of work. Investments in renewable 

energy, sustainable infrastructure, and digital innovation can generate millions of new jobs. However, these transitions must be managed inclusively to 

avoid exacerbating social inequalities. Just transition frameworks, which combine environmental goals with social justice principles, are crucial for 

protecting vulnerable workers.
3

 

                                                           
2  Investopedia, Organized Labor – Defining Unions and Collective Bargaining, 29 Mar 2005: unions historically negotiated wages, benefits, working 

conditions; continue as counterbalance to employer power and promote workplace democracy; accessed 11 Jun 2025 

comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.cominvestopedia.com. 

  AP News, ―Migrants in Latin America Have Turned to Delivery Gigs During the Pandemic…‖; reports migrant-led organizing to press for labor 

protections; accessed 11 Jun 2025 time.com. 

  Vogue Business, With Covid providing cover, fashion's trade unions are under attack, 2.7 years ago; international NGOs and labor federations 

monitor standards and engage MNCs; accessed 11 Jun 2025 voguebusiness.com. 

  Teen Vogue, ―What a Labor Union Is and How It Works‖, 12 Mar 2018; outlines unions' roles in collective bargaining, wage gains, legal counsel, 

and labor advocacy; accessed 11 Jun 2025 voguebusiness.com+3 

 
3  Damon Silvers, Rebuilding the Dignity of Work (Time, 1 Dec 2016): work as fundamental to dignity, solidarity, and justice; labor income share 

declines, weakening social cohesion; accessed 11 Jun 2025 iasexpress.net+6time.com+6thehindu.com+6. 

  ICESCR art 2(1) progressive realization; labor rights in arts 6–8; states must address structural, technological, and social barriers; available via 

Wikipedia (accessed 11 Jun 2025) . 

  Silvers (n 1); global solidarity crisis amid climate change and migration underscores urgency of decent work frameworks; accessed 11 Jun 2025 . 

  ILO Decent Work Agenda: pillars include social protection and dialogue; relevant to global cooperation; accessed 11 Jun 2025 

lawaudience.com+14en.wikipedia.org+14academia.edu+14. 

  Reetika Khera & Amit Basole, Can the right to work be made real in India? (The Hindu, 2021): calls for proactive employment via education, 

urban/rural guarantees, green transition; accessed 11 Jun 2025 thehindu.com. 

  Silvers (n 1); advocacy for social solidarity including cross-sector collaboration; accessed 11 Jun 2025 time.com. 

https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-024-00417-9?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-024-00417-9?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://time.com/5953683/delivery-drivers-latin-america-migrants/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/with-covid-providing-cover-fashions-trade-unions-are-under-attack?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/what-a-labor-union-is-and-how-it-works?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://time.com/4587778/damon-silvers-dignity-of-work/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decent_work?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/can-the-right-to-work-be-made-real-in-india/article62107163.ece?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://time.com/4587778/damon-silvers-dignity-of-work/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Youth Employment and Demographic Shifts 

As global youth populations rise, especially in developing countries, creating employment opportunities for young people will be essential. Education-

to-employment pathways must be strengthened through vocational education, apprenticeships, and entrepreneurship support. 

Aging populations in developed countries will also shift labor demands, requiring new workforce strategies that include older workers and promote 

intergenerational equity. 

 

Global Labor Governance 

 

With labor markets becoming increasingly transnational, there is a need for stronger global labor governance. International organizations like the ILO, 

World Bank, and WTO must collaborate to create enforceable labor standards that transcend borders. Migrant workers, in particular, need protection 

through bilateral agreements and international protocols. 

Conclusion 

The right to work is a linchpin of human dignity, social cohesion, and economic justice. While international and national frameworks provide a robust 

normative foundation, actual realization of this right remains fraught with challenges. Addressing technological, structural, and social barriers is crucial 

to transforming this ideal into a lived reality for all. As the world grapples with complex transitions—from digitalization to climate change—the 

imperative to uphold the right to work has never been more urgent. Ensuring inclusive, secure, and meaningful employment must remain a central goal 

of public policy and global cooperation. Governments must not only enforce protective legislation but also invest in proactive employment creation 

through education reform, green economy transitions, and technological innovation that complements human labor rather than replaces it. International 

solidarity and collaboration among states, corporations, and civil society actors are equally important in building a resilient global 

laborsystem.Moreover, recognizing the right to work as a gateway to many other fundamental rights—such as the right to health, education, and an 

adequate standard of living—underscores its transformative potential. Realizing this right in full means building societies where every individual, 

regardless of background, has the opportunity to participate meaningfully in economic life, achieve self-reliance, and contribute to shared prosperity. 
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