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ABSTRACT: 

This study focuses on the life and work of Savitribai Phule, a pioneer in women’s education and social reform in India. She was one of the first women to speak 

openly about the importance of education for girls and the lower castes. At a time when women were not allowed to go to school, Savitribai Phule opened the first 

school for girls in Pune along with her husband, Jyotiba Phule. She believed that education was a powerful tool that could help people break free from the chains 

of ignorance, poverty, and social inequality. 

Savitribai challenged the old, narrow education system that excluded many people, especially women and those from backward communities. She wanted a new 

kind of education—open to all, fair, and based on equality. She faced many difficulties, including threats and insults from people who did not want change. But she 

continued her work with courage and determination. 

This study aims to explore her philosophy of education, her feminist thoughts, and her role as a social reformer. It also looks at how her contributions are still 

important in the 21st century. Her values—like equality, justice, and inclusion—can guide us in making today’s education system more meaningful and helpful for 

everyone. By learning from her life and work, we can move toward a more equal and educated society. 

Introduction: 

Savitribai Phule, a well-known Indian educationist, social reformer and poet, played an essential role in realising women's rights during British rule in 

India. Together with her husband, Jyotirao Phule, another influential social reformer, she vehemently opposed women's regressive and oppressive 

treatment in society. During this time, Savitribai Phule developed into a committed advocate of equal rights for women. Her contributions to the field of 

education have left an indelible mark on India's historical landscape. At that time, Indian society was plagued by the shameful mistreatment of women. 

Savitribai Phule was a brave and kind woman who worked for the rights of poor and helpless women. In a time when women had no voice, she became 

their voice. Many women were not allowed to study or speak up. They were forced to stay at home and follow strict rules. Savitribai wanted to change 

this. She believed that education could bring freedom and respect to women. She opened the first school for girls in Pune, which was a bold step during 

that time. 

She did not work alone. Her husband, Jyotirao Phule, also wanted to fight against social evils. Both of them faced insults, threats, and stones thrown at 

them, but they never stopped. Savitribai carried extra clothes to school because people would throw mud on her. Still, she walked with courage and taught 

her students with love. 

She was born in a small village on 3 January 1831. Her family belonged to the Mali caste, which was seen as low in the caste system. Because of her 

caste and being a girl, she was not allowed to go to school. But Jyotirao Phule supported her learning. He taught her to read and write at home. Later, she 

studied further and trained to be a teacher. 

She also worked to stop child marriage and support widows. She started a shelter for women who were abused or left alone. She even adopted a child 

from a widow who was going to kill the baby due to shame. Savitribai raised the child as her own and gave him a good education. 

 Savitribai Phule was one of the first women to fight for equal rights in India. Her husband, Jyotirao Phule, always stood with her. He supported her in 

every step. Both of them worked together in many social groups to help poor and ignored people. Even though Savitribai did so much for society, her 

name is still not known by many today. 

She was a teacher, a poet, and a reformer. She worked for women’s education and their freedom. She helped widows, spoke against child marriage, and 

wanted to stop bad practices like sati. She also supported widow remarriage. She strongly opposed untouchability and worked to end caste and gender 

discrimination. Her dream was to create a fair society where everyone got equal respect and the chance to study. 

Savitribai was from the Dalit Mang caste, and her work is remembered alongside great leaders like Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and Annabhau Sathe. She became 

the first female teacher in India and gave hope to girls and lower-caste children. She taught them that learning can lead to freedom. 

She also helped during times of illness and hunger. Yet, her name is often left out of history books. More people should know about her courage and her 

work. 
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Savitribai Phule: Nobel Approach in the Education Sector 

In 1848, at a time when only rich men got an education, she and her husband opened a school for girls in Bhidewada, Pune. This was a bold step. Many 

people were against them. Still, they continued their work with strength and belief. Savitribai’s work in education and social reform is a light that still 

shines today. In those days, only rich men had the right to study. Women were not allowed to go to school. But Savitribai Phule and her husband Jyotirao 

Phule were brave. They opened the first school for girls in Bhidewada, Pune, in 1848. This was a big step in India’s history. Many people were angry 

with them. Some even tried to harm Savitribai. She was often insulted and attacked while going to school. People threw stones and cow dung at her. But 

she did not stop. She kept going. 

She believed that teaching girls was a holy duty. Once, she said that even the dirt thrown at her felt like flowers because she was doing good work. She 

prayed for those who hated her. This showed her courage and kindness. Savitribai had struggled to get her own education. Society did not want women, 

especially from lower castes, to learn. But she did not give up. She worked hard and became one of the first educated women in India. 

Her own experience made her stronger. She wanted every girl to have a chance to study. Her school gave hope to many girls from poor families. It was 

a safe place where they could learn and grow. This moment became a turning point in women’s education in India. It showed that change is possible 

when people are brave and honest. As the school's first female teacher, Savitribai faced social ostracism and physical threats to impart knowledge to her 

students. Her educational efforts went beyond mere literacy and symbolised a revolutionary redefinition of gender roles and opportunities. By empowering 

women through education, she sought to challenge the prevailing patriarchy and promote a more equitable society where women could assert their 

autonomy and significantly contribute to the nation's progress. 

Savitribai Phule: A Pioneer of Education  

At a time when women were confined to domestic duties and child-rearing, Savitribai Phule played a crucial role in laying the foundations for women's 

education and empowerment. Society at that time was deeply rooted in rigid caste, religious and gender divisions. Savitribai, however, defied these norms 

by equipping girls with slates and pencils, thus heralding the beginning of education for girls. These educated girls were to uplift women in the future by 

spreading the power of education. Savitribai worked tirelessly to instill self-confidence in her students and recognised the importance of empowering 

them. Her commitment to this cause was unwavering, and within a few years, she and her husband, Jyotirao Phule, founded 18 new schools. The British 

rulers recognised their remarkable contribution to education in 1852 when Major Kady felicitated them. The British government also announced grants 

for their schools, recognising the impact of their work. 

 Savitribai Phule firmly believed in the value of hard work, diligent study and good deeds. She repeatedly emphasised the importance of education and 

physical labour in acquiring knowledge and gaining wealth. She rejected the idea that women were inferior to men or that they were merely slaves to 

them. Instead, she advocated women's education, claiming that this was the key to independence and social reform. Savitribai Phule's pioneering work in 

promoting women's education and empowerment during social constraints and divisions was genuinely remarkable. Her unwavering commitment to 

education as a catalyst for change continues to inspire and shape the path to equality and social progress. 

Education as a Collective Identity 

She was in favour of education, which promotes social justice, intellectual freedom, and a democratic mindset. Savitribai Phule believed that education 

could free people from both mental and physical suffering. She felt that learning should build self-respect, self-confidence, and help people understand 

their worth. She worked hard to bring education to those who were poor and ignored by society. In 1852, she started the Mahila Seva Mandal. This group 

helped women understand their rights, value, and the problems they faced in society. 

She also stood against unfair customs. One such act was leading a protest by hairdressers. They refused to shave the heads of widows, which was a cruel 

practice at that time. Savitribai and her husband, Jyotiba Phule, also helped people during a great famine between 1876 and 1898. They gave food to 

many who were starving. Sadly, Savitribai died while helping children who were suffering from the plague. 

She worked closely with the Dalit community. Her efforts gave them hope and a voice. She taught them to stand for justice, equality, and freedom. Many 

great people have helped improve the lives of women in India. But Savitribai Phule was the first to open the path to education for women. Her actions 

showed courage and kindness. She will always be remembered as a leader who brought change during hard times. 

Her efforts empowered marginalised communities to challenge Brahmin supremacy and inspired a new wave of thought and social change. Savitribai 

Phule's contributions to education laid the foundation for transformative change in pre-independent India and remain a monumental achievement in the 

educational landscape today. 

Savitribai Phule as a Reformer and Liberator 

Savitribai Phule did not support the old Brahmanical education system. That system gave education only to upper-caste men and ignored others. She 

wanted equal learning opportunities for everyone, including women and lower-caste people. She dreamed of a new system where education would help 

bring social change. She believed that knowledge gives power and that all people should have access to it. She wanted schools to teach critical thinking 

and practical knowledge. Savitribai believed that education should not just teach old religious ideas, but should help people think freely and improve 

society. 

She worked hard to break the strict rules made by the upper castes. She spoke against unfair religious practices that hurt poor people and women. She 

started schools for those who were not allowed to study before. This helped start a new movement in Indian education. Her ideas supported equality and 

fairness for everyone. Savitribai also wrote poetry. She published her first book, Kavya Phule, in 1854. Through her poems and actions, she inspired 

many people. Her voice was strong, and her message was clear — education is the path to freedom and dignity.  
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This collection deals with education, caste prejudice, child welfare and social change. In her poetic verses, Savitribai emphasised the value of education, 

imbued with a sense of humanity. She advocated diligence, academic excellence and virtuous deeds to combat social prejudice. Savitribai emphasised 

the importance of education and physical labour in attaining knowledge and prosperity. She firmly believed in women's intellectual equality with men 

and emphasised the need to provide them with adequate education. In her opinion, women were not inferior to men but deserved equal opportunities for 

learning and growth. 

In 1863, a couple named Savitribai Phule founded a home for the prevention of infanticide, specifically for pregnant women and their children. To raise 

awareness about this institution, they distributed pamphlets in the Brahmin colonies to encourage discussion and promote the cause. This initiative not 

only saved the lives of many pregnant widows but also evoked adverse reactions from many Brahmins. This was mainly because upper-caste Hindu 

widows were ostracised by society and were not allowed to remarry. Moreover, discrimination against untouchables was deeply rooted in society. Even 

the mere shadow of an untouchable was considered unclean, which meant people were unwilling to give them water when thirsty. However, in 1868, 

Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule took an essential step by opening their well to untouchables. This law, which challenged the caste system's notions of purity 

and defilement, was intended to educate the backward communities about their rights as human beings and help them escape the confines of Brahmin 

society. By making their well available to the untouchables, the Savitribai Phule boldly challenged the authority of the Brahmins, who had long held 

power in religious ceremonies and exercised control over social norms. This move symbolised the rejection of the caste system and its oppressive 

hierarchy and served as a powerful statement for equality and social justice. 

Significance of Savirtribai Phule Contribution to 21st Century                                    

Today, women across India are active in various fields. Savitribai Phule's initial struggles and her frequent criticism in the past have paved the way for 

women to participate, walk and talk freely in social activities. Savitribai Phule was not only a strong voice for girls' education but also worked hard for 

the rights of widows, single mothers, and women who were treated badly by society. She believed that all women should be treated with respect, no 

matter their situation. She understood how important it was for women to get an education and learn English. Even though she was often harassed, she 

never gave up. At a time when women had very few rights and were seen as less important, she stood up and fought for change. 

She believed education was not just about reading and writing but about building good character and a strong mind. Many ideas we see in today’s schools, 

like giving free meals, helping poor students, and keeping children in school, were part of her thinking long ago. She even used her own money to support 

students and told them to ask for books and a library instead of gifts. She also made sure to talk with parents and teachers, helping them understand why 

education is so important. 

Savitribai Phule’s work helped many girls from different castes, religions, and poor families go to school. She showed that education can be a powerful 

tool to fight injustice and bring change. She also fought against the practice of shaving widows' heads and worked to stop unfair customs. She is known 

as one of the first female teachers and headmistresses in India. Her brave efforts gave many women the chance to dream of a better life. 

In conclusion, Savitribai Phule, who was a Dalit woman herself, saw that without education, women were left in the dark. She believed that if women 

and common people were educated, society would improve. She worked against social inequality, unfair treatment of women, and harmful old traditions. 

Her efforts gave strength and confidence to many women. Her role in shaping the Indian education system is huge and still felt today. She made it possible 

for girls and people from poor or low-caste backgrounds to get an education. Her life and work continue to inspire people across the country. 

She helped women and people from lower castes lead a dignified life while imparting education. She was a social reformer and a proficient educationist 

whose ultimate goal was the education of all humanity. She also founded several schools to achieve these goals. The nation and the world community 

highly appreciate her contributions to social welfare and education. 

 

Savitribai Phule, the first woman teacher in modern India, was a radical advocate of mass and women's education, a proponent of women's liberation, a 

pioneer of dedicated poetry and a courageous mass leader who fought against caste and patriarchy. Her distinctive identity and contribution are evident 

in her advocacy for education and her numerous poems dealing with discrimination. As the first Shudra woman in India, Savitribai was also the first 

Indian woman whose poetry was recognised in Britain. She is considered the founder of contemporary poetry as her works emphasise the importance of 

the English language and education. In Indian society, her life and work serve as examples of social reform and women's empowerment, inspiring many 

modern activists for women's rights. Savitribai Phule, often called the 'mother' of Indian feminism, should be recognised by all to understand the current 

state of affairs. Despite the British colonial period, her ideas are still relevant and valuable today. She challenged the conventional prejudices of the 

nineteenth century to usher in a new era of thought during the British colonisation of India by emphasising secular education as a means to social 

liberation. Savitribai believed that education could empower socially backward classes to improve their circumstances and sought to eradicate the notion 

that Dalits, untouchables, lower caste people and women did not deserve education. Her pioneering work for social change and advocacy for women's 

rights earned her admiration as she campaigned for a more equal society. 

 

 

 

 

 


