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ABSTRACT- 

Classical liberalism was denounced as "the catastrophe of individualism" by Italian fascist leaders, who also condemned liberalism in general.  

It maintained that the success of Italian nationalism required respect for tradition and a clear sense of shared history among the Italian people, in addition to a 

commitment to a modernised Italy.  

As Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany became closer politically in the latter half of the 1930s, Nazi Germany put pressure on Italy to pass antisemitic laws and policies, 

especially the Italian race laws, even if antisemitic laws were not regularly enforced in Italy.  

During their rule, the fascists in Italy also targeted several linguistic minorities.  

INTRODUCTION OF RISE OF FASCISM IN ITALY UNDER BENITO MUSSOLINI- 

In 1919, Mussolini founded the Italian Fasces of Combat in Milan, which renamed itself the National Fascist Party two years later. Later, fascists adopted 

the term to describe the old Roman fasces, also called fascio littorio, which his lictors carried and was made up of a bundle of rods strung around an axe.  

The symbolism of the fasces suggested strength via unity: a single rod breaks easily, but a bundle is hard to break.  

The fasces sign was widely employed prior to 1914 by a variety of political movements, many of which were liberal or left-wing.  

It acknowledges modern Italy as the heir of the Roman Empire and Renaissance Italy, and it upholds the cultural identity of Roman-ness.   

Historically, Italian fascism identified ancient Rome as the First Rome and Italy during the Renaissance as the Second Rome in an effort to establish a 

powerful Italian Empire as the Third Rome. 

LITERATURE REVIEW-  

The fascist state seeks to expand its empire and gain power. The Roman legacy has a significant influence here. According to the Doctrine of Fascism, 

an empire is not just a material, military, or commercial entity but also a moral and spiritual one. One could envision an empire, or a nation that either 

directly or indirectly dominates other countries, without needing to seize a single square kilometre of territory. Benito Mussolini and Giovanni Gentile, 

The Fascist Doctrine (1932)   

The fascists contended that after Italy was unified, the Mazzinian Risorgimento legacy, which had been left incomplete and abandoned in Italy, needed 

to be restored.  

Fascism wanted to integrate alleged "unredeemed" areas into Italy.  

The return of Italians with Dalmatian ancestry was supported by the fascists in eastern Italy.  

The fascists particularly centred their arguments on Dalmatia's Venetian cultural legacy, asserting that Venetian authority had benefited all Dalmatians 

and been embraced by the local populace. 

• Methodology Research approach was used.  

• Analysis of documents and journals by distinguished historians such as Norman Lowe and Sneh Mahajan based on personal observation  

RELATIONS BETWEEN MUSSOLINI AND HITLER- 

Adolf Hitler and Mussolini weren't always colleagues and allies.  

At first, Mussolini did not like Hitler and the Nazi Party, even though he wanted fascist philosophy to spread over the world.  

Early on, Hitler was a fan of Mussolini and sought his advice on how the Nazis should conduct their own March on Rome.  

Mussolini disregarded Hitler's demands because he was disinterested in his campaign and thought Hitler was somewhat mad.  
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"The capture of Rome in 1870 united almost all of Italy into the Kingdom of Italy.  

However, there were no so-called "irredent areas"—that is, Italian-speaking, geographically or historically Italian lands that had not yet been included 

into the unitary state. Traditionally, the irredent regions that remained a part of Austria-Hungary were Trentino-Alto Adige, Dalmatia, and Julian March 

(including the city of Fiume).  

 

Italy declared its neutrality when World War I broke out in August 1914. . 

MUSSOLINI ON RACISM-  

In the early 1920s, Mussolini wrote that "Fascism will never elevate a Jewish Question" and that "Italy knows no antisemitism and we think that it will 

never know it."  

"Let's hope that Italian Jews will remain intelligent enough to avoid fostering antisemitism in the one nation where it has never been present," he continued.  

Nazi racism was initially criticised by Mussolini as "arrant gibberish, foolish and idiotic," especially the idea of a master race.  

Fascist Italy initially refrained from enacting comprehensive racist policies similar to those of Nazi Germany.  

After 1938, persecution and discrimination escalated and became a more prominent aspect of Italian fascist policies and ideology.  

Mussolini and the Italian military, however, did .  

MUSSOLINI’S CORPORATE ECONOMICS- 

Italian fascists promoted a corporatist economic structure.  

Employer and employee syndicates joined in corporative groups to jointly represent the nation's economic producers and work with the government to 

create national economic policy.  

economics as "obsolete principles," while Mussolini declared it a "Third Alternative" to capitalism and Marxism, according to Italian fascism.  

He claimed, for instance, that traditional capitalism had been eradicated from the country in 1935. According to early proposals, the nation would be split 

up into 22 corporations by 1939, each of which would have a representative in Parliament.  

Nearly all commercial operations, including factory expansion, firm mergers, and employee termination or layoffs, required state approval.   

In Italy, a minimum wage was enforced, and the government determined all wages.  

Labour restrictions were tightened. Companies were still able to make money, but Italian fascists encouraged making labour strikes and employer lockouts 

illegal. 

ITALY’S FOREIGN POLICY- 

On June 10, 1940, when the French leadership fled to Bordeaux during the German invasion, leaving Paris vulnerable, Mussolini declared war on Britain 

and France because he thought the war would soon be over.  

He informed Army Chief of Staff Marshal Badoglio, "I merely need a few thousand dead so that I may sit at the peace conference as a man who has 

fought."  

Mussolini's immediate military goal was to take more territory from the British and French holdings in North Africa in order to increase the size of the 

Italian colonies there.  

In 1935, Italy began the Second Italo-Ethiopian War, which was described as "a nineteenth-century colonial campaign launched out of due time."  

As a result, a native Ethiopian army was formed "to help conquer" Anglo-Egyptian Sudan.  

The campaign resulted in the formation of a native Ethiopian army "to help conquer" Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. The battle also "exposed [the] 

vulnerabilities" of the French and British and marked a shift in Italy's foreign policy toward a more forceful approach. This gave Mussolini the opportunity 

to begin realising his imperial aspirations.  

The Spanish Civil War began in 1936.  

In the wake of the treaty, Italy and Germany grew closer, and Mussolini was influenced by Adolf Hitler, from whom "he never escaped."  

In October 1938, Italy placed demands on France following the Munich Agreement. These included a free port in Djibouti, control of the Addis Ababa 

railroad, Italian participation in the management of the Suez Canal Company, the preservation of Italian culture on Corsica without French assimilation, 

and a French-Italian condominium of some kind over French Tunisia.  

At the Fascist Grand Council later that day, Mussolini spoke "on the subject of what he called the urgent goals of 'Fascist dynamism'." Albania, Tunisia, 

Corsica, and the Swiss canton of Ticino were among them.  

"Mediterranean" was the next word. "The bars of this imprisonment" include Malta, Cyprus, Tunisia, and Corsica, he said, likening Gibraltar and Suez 

to the prison walls.  

To eliminate British authority, it would be necessary to destroy her strongholds in Egypt (which controls the Suez Canal), Malta, Gibraltar, and Cyprus. 

On March 31, Mussolini said, "As long as she has Gibraltar and Suez as the walls and Corsica, Bizerta, and Malta as the bars of her Mediterranean jail, 

Italy will not be a truly sovereign nation."  

The premise of fascist foreign policy was that two democracies, France and Britain, would eventually need to be conquered.  

Italian North Africa and Italian East Africa, which are divided by the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, would be brought together by armed invasion.  

The Italian military had prepared plans to attack Albania as early as September 1938. Italian forces arrived in the nation on April 7 and took control of 

much of it in three days.  
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Albania offered Italy both the "living space" it needed to alleviate its overcrowding and the foothold it needed to initiate other expansionist wars in the 

Balkans.  

On May 22, 1939, Italy and Germany signed the Pact of Steel, establishing a military alliance. Beginning in 1936, German-Italian negotiations led to the 

pact, which had no defensive intent. Despite the fact that the agreement was meant for such a scenario, the Italian leadership recognised that a "combined 

war against France and Britain" would not take place for a number of years.  

Air troops had not been trained to work with the naval fleet, and the majority of ships were built for fleet operations rather than the convoy protection 

duties for which they were mostly utilised during the war. In any event, a severe fuel shortage restricted naval activity.  

Senior leadership was another problem. To try to influence the precise planning, Mussolini personally assumed control of each of the three military 

service ministries.  

Contaminated by his prior backing of the Fascist government, King Victor Emmanuel III made an effort to save the monarchy in the final moments of 

World War II by designating his son and heir Umberto as "general lieutenant of the kingdom’’.  

Similar to Germany and Japan, Italy was left with a divided society, a damaged economy, and resentment toward the monarchy for supporting the Fascist 

government for the preceding two decades following World War II. The Italian republican movement saw a resurgence as a result of these frustrations.  

The 1947 Treaty of Peace with Italy, which seized Istria, Kvarner, most of the Julian March, and the Dalmatian city of Zara, caused between 230,000 and 

350,000 local ethnic Italians (Istrian Italians and Dalmatian Italians) to depart. The surviving Istro-Romanians, Croatians, and Slovenians chose to keep 

their Italian citizenship. The two states later split up the Free Territory of Trieste. Additionally, Italy lost all of its colonies.  

ALLIED PROPAGANDA AGAINST ITALIAN MILITARY-  

The Allied press almost always disregarded Italy's military accomplishments during World War II. British propaganda during the war claimed that the 

Italian 10th Army had been annihilated by a far smaller British force early in the North African Campaign.  

The propaganda from this Italian collapse, designed to boost British morale during a dismal period of the war, left a lasting impression.  

German accounts of events and Rommel's subsequent victories tended to criticise and downplay the achievements of their Italian allies; following the 

war, English-language historians used these German accounts as a primary source for the Axis side.  

Many military historians, like Basil Liddell Hart, made disdainful judgments, and it is clear that this was influenced by German propaganda. 

Many older authors only used German or British sources, ignoring the Italian ones, because there are so few Italian documents that have been translated 

into English.  

British reports at the time ignored Bir El Gobi's engagement, in which a battalion of Giovani Fascisti damaged a dozen tanks of the 22nd Armoured 

Brigade and held back the 11th Indian Infantry Brigade. Sadkovich, Walker, and others have found examples of successful Italian soldier battles, albeit 

they are rarely mentioned in most histories.  

During the Tunisian campaign, where Italian soldiers took part in most of the engagements, including the battles of Kasserine Pass, Mareth, Akarit, and 

Enfidaville, General Alexander observed that "...the Italians fought extremely effectively, outdoing the Germans in line with them."  

CONCLUSION-  

Italy became a founding member of NATO in 1949, joined the UN in 1955, and collaborated with the US in the 1950s to support the Marshall Plan, 

which boosted the Italian economy. During those same years, Italy also became a founding member of the European Economic Community (1957), which 

later became the European Union, and the European Community Security Council (1952). The extraordinary economic growth toward the end of the 

1950s is still referred to as the "Italian economic miracle" in Italian politics.  

Christian Democracy's main support areas (sometimes referred to as "vote tanks") were the rural districts in South, Centre, and North-East Italy, but the 

industrial North-West had more left-leaning support because of the larger working class. One notable deviation was the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


