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INTRODUCTION  

The Mongol invasions during the medieval period represent one of the most defining chapters in world history, marked by the rise of the Mongol 

Empire, which, under the leadership of Genghis Khan, became the largest contiguous empire ever known. The Mongols, originally a nomadic people 

from the steppes of Central Asia, swept across vast swathes of the world, conquering regions that spanned from East Asia to Eastern Europe. Their 

ability to adapt military tactics, their unparalleled speed, and the sheer scale of their conquests made them a formidable force, and their impact on the 

political landscape of the regions they invaded was profound. 

One of the most significant regions that faced Mongol invasions was the Indian subcontinent. Despite its geographical isolation, the northwestern 

frontier of India, particularly the region of Punjab, lay at the crossroads of Central Asia, Persia, and the Indian subcontinent. The political landscape of 

medieval India was complex and fragmented, with various regional kingdoms and empires, notably the Delhi Sultanate, exerting influence over the 

subcontinent. During the 13th and 14th centuries, the Mongols’ territorial ambitions brought them into direct conflict with the rulers of the Delhi 

Sultanate, who were tasked with defending the northern borders of India. 

The first recorded encounter between the Mongols and India occurred in 1221, when Genghis Khan’s forces, in pursuit of the Khwarazmian prince Jalal 

ad-Din, crossed the Indus River into the Punjab region. This was not a full-scale invasion, but rather a pursuit, and though Genghis Khan’s forces 

ravaged cities like Multan and Lahore, they did not make a significant attempt to annex Indian territories at this stage. The initial Mongol foray was, 

however, a harbinger of things to come. It demonstrated the vulnerability of India’s northwestern frontier and foreshadowed the challenges that future 

Indian rulers would face from the Mongol Empire. 

The next phase of Mongol invasions occurred under the successors of Genghis Khan, particularly his grandsons, Hulagu Khan and Kublai Khan. As the 

Mongol Empire expanded westward and northward, it encountered resistance from the Khwarazmian Empire, which had been destroyed by Genghis 

Khan. Following this, the Mongols’ interests turned towards India, particularly after the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate by Qutb-ud-din Aibak and 

his successors. As the Mongols advanced into the region, they encountered the resistance of the Delhi Sultanate, an empire founded in the early 13th 

century by the former slave general, Aibak, and later strengthened by his successors, such as Iltutmish, Balban, and Alauddin Khalji. 

Iltutmish (1211–1236), the third Sultan of Delhi, sought to maintain peace with the Mongols during his reign by employing a diplomatic approach. His 

decision to allow Mongol traders and diplomats to enter the Sultanate’s territories was a strategic attempt to avoid direct conflict. However, the death of 

Iltutmish led to the weakening of the Sultanate’s central authority, allowing the Mongols to exploit the instability and renew their attempts to invade 

India. 

It was under the rule of Sultan Balban (1266–1287) that the Sultanate responded to the Mongol threat with greater military organization and border 

fortifications. Balban understood the importance of defending the Sultanate’s northwestern borders and took steps to strengthen the military and 

construct fortified defense lines along the frontier. Balban’s response to the Mongol threat, while militarily effective, marked a turning point in the 

Delhi Sultanate’s political and military strategies. His focus on centralization, suppression of internal revolts, and securing the border led to the creation 

of a more rigid administrative structure that would later serve as a foundation for the more aggressive military responses under later Sultans. 

The real test for the Delhi Sultanate came during the reign of Alauddin Khalji (1296–1316), whose rule marked a decisive moment in the resistance 

against the Mongols. The Mongols launched multiple invasions of India during his reign, and the Sultan faced them with a combination of military 

prowess, strategic diplomacy, and administrative reforms. The Mongol invasions became a defining feature of his rule, and the Sultan’s response to 

these invasions would shape the future of the Delhi Sultanate. Alauddin’s military campaigns to protect the Sultanate’s borders resulted in several 

major battles, including the famous battle of Jaran-Manjur in 1297 and the siege of Delhi in 1303. His reign was notable for significant reforms, such as 

the establishment of a standing army, strategic fortifications, and the reorganization of markets and tax collection to support military expenditures. 

While the Mongols ultimately failed to establish dominance in India, their invasions had profound and lasting consequences for the Indian 

subcontinent. The Delhi Sultanate, which had initially been ill-prepared for the invasions, adapted by centralizing its power and fortifying its military. 

The Mongol incursions also led to the increased militarization of Indian society, the development of new fortification techniques, and the establishment 

of military towns along the northwestern frontier. Furthermore, these invasions indirectly shaped the cultural and social landscape of India, as the threat 

of Mongol invasion led to innovations in statecraft, military strategy, and administrative reforms. 
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2. Rise of the Mongol Empire During the Medieval India 

The rise of the Mongol Empire during the medieval period is a tale of unparalleled military success, exceptional leadership, and the unification of 

disparate nomadic tribes from the steppes of Central Asia. While the Mongols are often remembered for their conquests across Europe and Asia, their 

expansion toward the Indian subcontinent in the 13th century had significant implications for the region’s political and military history. The Mongol 

Empire was founded by Genghis Khan (born Temujin) in 1206, after a period of intense tribal warfare, unification, and consolidation. Before Genghis 

Khan’s rise, the Mongol tribes were scattered and frequently engaged in internal conflicts. However, Genghis Khan’s leadership transformed these 

fragmented nomadic tribes into a cohesive force. His success stemmed from a combination of visionary military strategies, disciplined organization, 

and the ability to unite disparate tribal factions under a single banner. 

2.1 Genghis Khan’s Leadership and Military Innovation 

Genghis Khan’s rise to power was not merely due to military skill but also to his ability to foster unity and loyalty among his followers. He sought to 

create an empire based on merit rather than tribal affiliations, incorporating talented warriors from across different Mongol clans. His military strategies 

were revolutionary for their time. The Mongol army was primarily composed of cavalry units, which were highly mobile and capable of executing 

complex battlefield maneuvers. Genghis Khan’s use of psychological warfare, feigned retreats, and rapid attacks allowed his forces to overwhelm 

opponents before they could mount an effective defense. 

In addition to battlefield tactics, Genghis Khan instituted several organizational reforms that contributed to the Mongols’ effectiveness as a military 

machine. He created a decimal system, organizing his army into units of 10, 100, 1,000, and 10,000, which enhanced command and control. He also 

promoted loyalty by offering spoils to his soldiers and placing them under strict discipline, which helped ensure that the Mongols remained a 

formidable force across their vast empire. 

2.2 Mongol Expansion into Central Asia and Beyond 

By the early 13th century, Genghis Khan had consolidated control over Mongolia and began his conquests beyond its borders. His first major campaign 

targeted the Khwarezmian Empire (modern-day Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan), which had been ruled by Shah Ala ad-Din 

Muhammad. In retaliation for the execution of Mongol trade envoys, Genghis Khan launched a brutal campaign that decimated the Khwarezmian 

forces and captured key cities like Samarkand and Bukhara. This success proved the Mongol army’s might and their capacity to strike fear into their 

enemies. 

Following the conquest of the Khwarezmian Empire, Genghis Khan turned his attention westward, pushing further into Persia and parts of Eastern 

Europe. His empire rapidly expanded, and by his death in 1227, the Mongol Empire stretched from the Pacific Ocean to the Caspian Sea, encompassing 

vast territories that included China, Persia, Central Asia, and parts of Eastern Europe. 

2.3 Mongol Invasions and the Indian Subcontinent 

The Mongols’ expansion eventually brought them to the borders of India. In 1221, during Genghis Khan’s campaign against the Khwarezmian Empire, 

a Mongol force crossed into Punjab, laying the foundation for future Mongol incursions into the subcontinent. Although Genghis Khan himself did not 

lead a full-scale invasion of India, the Mongols’ presence on the northwestern frontiers posed a significant threat to the Delhi Sultanate. The Mongols 

would return in later years, under Genghis Khan’s successors, particularly in the late 13th and early 14th centuries, challenging the sovereignty of the 

Delhi Sultans. 

The Mongol threat to India was also a direct result of their continued success in the west. With the conquest of the Khwarezmian Empire and the rise of 

the Ilkhanate (a Mongol state in Persia), the Mongols controlled the entire northwestern region that bordered India. This allowed them to exert pressure 

on the subcontinent and invade it multiple times throughout the 13th century. 

 

3. Early Encounters with India (1221) During Medieval India 

The early encounters between the Mongols and the Indian subcontinent, particularly in 1221, marked the first significant contact between the two 

powers. Although Genghis Khan himself did not launch a full-scale invasion of India during his lifetime, the Mongols’ brief incursions into the 

northwestern regions of the subcontinent in the early 13th century set the stage for subsequent Mongol invasions. These initial encounters, particularly 

in Punjab, provided a glimpse into the Mongols’ military prowess and foreshadowed the challenges that the Delhi Sultanate would face in the coming 

decades. 

3.1 The Context of the Mongol Campaigns in 1221 

In 1221, Genghis Khan was deeply embroiled in his campaigns against the Khwarezmian Empire, a vast state located in present-day Iran, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan. The Khwarezmian Empire had angered Genghis Khan by executing a Mongol trade delegation, prompting 

a devastating military campaign by the Mongols. After successfully decimating the Khwarezmian forces and capturing key cities such as Samarkand 

and Bukhara, Genghis Khan’s attention shifted westward. However, the retreating forces of the Khwarezmian Empire, led by Prince Jalal ad-Din, 

sought refuge in the Indian subcontinent. 
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Jalal ad-Din’s flight into India in 1221 became the catalyst for the Mongols’ first significant contact with the subcontinent. As the Khwarezmian prince 

crossed the northwestern border of India, the Mongols pursued him with their characteristic speed and efficiency. This marked the beginning of Mongol 

interest in India, although it was not a full-scale invasion led by Genghis Khan himself. 

3.2 The Punjab Campaign and the First Incursion 

The Mongol forces, under the command of Genghis Khan’s generals, followed Jalal ad-Din across the Punjab region, which was then under the control 

of the Delhi Sultanate, ruled by Sultan Iltutmish. The Mongols’ primary objective was to capture the Khwarezmian prince, who had sought refuge in 

India after fleeing from the Mongol onslaught in Central Asia. The Mongol forces entered the region of Punjab, which at the time was a crucial 

crossroads between Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent. 

Sultan Iltutmish, who had only recently consolidated his rule in Delhi, faced a dilemma. While India had been shielded from direct Mongol invasions, 

the Mongols’ swift movements and superior military capabilities posed a serious threat to the stability of the Sultanate. Iltutmish, aware of the 

Mongols’ reputation for brutal invasions, was forced to take defensive measures. However, despite the proximity of Mongol forces, Iltutmish did not 

engage in direct military conflict with them. Instead, he sought to prevent a full-scale confrontation by offering diplomatic negotiations with the 

Mongols. The Mongols, in turn, did not wish to risk a prolonged conflict in a foreign land and thus chose to withdraw from the region temporarily. 

This initial encounter was not a full-fledged military engagement but a brief clash between the Mongol forces and the Delhi Sultanate, which ended 

with the Mongols withdrawing from the region. Nonetheless, the 1221 encounter set an important precedent: the Mongols had shown their interest in 

India, and their incursions highlighted the vulnerabilities of the northern frontier of the subcontinent. 

3.3 The Aftermath and Long-term Consequences 

Although the Mongols did not succeed in their brief incursion into India, their first encounter with the subcontinent had lasting consequences. It was a 

warning for the Delhi Sultanate, which realized the need to strengthen its defenses against the possibility of future invasions. The Mongols’ advance 

into Punjab made it clear that India was vulnerable to the Mongol military machine, which had successfully conquered vast swathes of land from the 

steppes of Mongolia to the Middle East 

In the years following the 1221 encounter, the Delhi Sultanate took steps to fortify its northern frontier, with a growing awareness of the Mongol threat. 

Fortifications were strengthened, and military preparedness became a priority, especially under Sultan Iltutmish’s successors, who continued to face 

Mongol incursions throughout the 13th century. Additionally, the 1221 encounter set the stage for a larger strategic shift in the region. The Mongols’ 

brief presence in India, although not resulting in a full-scale invasion, demonstrated their capacity for rapid movement and effective military tactics. 

This event, combined with later incursions, would ultimately shape the military and political landscape of medieval India, forcing the Sultanate to adapt 

and develop new strategies to combat the Mongol menace. 

4.The Delhi Sultanate and the Mongol Threat During Medieval India 

The Delhi Sultanate, established in the early 13th century, emerged as one of the most powerful political entities in northern India. However, its early 

years were marked by instability and the constant threat of foreign invasions, most notably from the Mongols. The Mongol Empire, having expanded 

rapidly under Genghis Khan and his successors, had already subjugated large parts of Central Asia and Persia. Their proximity to the northwestern 

frontier of India made the subcontinent a natural extension of their ambitions. As a result, the Delhi Sultanate was compelled to respond decisively to 

one of the most formidable military forces in history. The first encounter between the Mongols and Indian territory occurred around 1221, when 

Genghis Khan pursued the Khwarazmian prince Jalal ad-Din into the region of Punjab. Although Genghis Khan refrained from launching a full-scale 

invasion of India, his arrival in the subcontinent sent a clear message to the Delhi Sultanate. Sultan Iltutmish, then the ruler of Delhi, wisely avoided 

confrontation and denied asylum to Jalal ad-Din, thus escaping the wrath of the Mongols. This episode marked the beginning of a series of Mongol 

interactions with medieval India.Throughout the 13th and early 14th centuries, the Mongols launched repeated invasions into India, often targeting the 

northwestern frontier, including regions such as Punjab, Multan, and Sindh. These incursions intensified during the reigns of later Delhi Sultans. Sultan 

Balban (r. 1266–1287), a capable and stern ruler, recognized the Mongol menace and adopted a defensive posture. He fortified the frontiers and 

established a chain of military outposts along the northwestern borders. His policy of strict discipline and centralized authority aimed to ensure that the 

Sultanate remained secure from external threats.However, it was during the reign of Sultan Alauddin Khalji (r. 1296–1316) that the Mongol invasions 

reached their peak, both in frequency and ferocity. The Mongols invaded India several times during his rule, with some of their raids reaching as far as 

Delhi itself. Recognizing the gravity of the threat, Alauddin Khalji undertook extensive military and administrative reforms. He created a large, well-

paid standing army, implemented the branding of horses and the maintenance of descriptive rolls of soldiers to prevent corruption, and ensured constant 

military readiness. Alauddin also established fortified military garrisons (known as garrison towns) in strategic locations to counter Mongol invasions 

swiftly. One of his most notable military successes came in 1306, when his commander Malik Kafur decisively repelled a Mongol force near the Ravi 

River. These victories discouraged future large-scale invasions and demonstrated the growing resilience of the Sultanate.The persistent Mongol threat 

had a deep impact on the Delhi Sultanate’s political structure. It accelerated the centralization of power, increased militarization, and influenced the 

development of an efficient intelligence and communication system. The Mongol invasions, though ultimately unsuccessful in conquering India, forced 

the Delhi Sultans to evolve into effective military administrators and laid the foundation for the subcontinent’s resistance to future foreign invasions. 
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5. Major Mongol Invasions (1297–1306) During Medieval India 

Between 1297 and 1306, the Indian subcontinent witnessed some of the most significant Mongol invasions in its history. These invasions, launched by 

the Chagatai Khanate—a division of the Mongol Empire—posed a formidable threat to the Delhi Sultanate during the reign of Sultan Alauddin Khalji. 

This period marked the peak of Mongol military aggression against India, characterized by a series of brutal attacks, strategic defenses, and decisive 

countermeasures that defined the resilience of the Delhi Sultanate in the face of one of the world’s most feared war machines. 

Background and Context 

By the late 13th century, the Mongol Empire had fragmented into several regional khanates, with the Chagatai Khanate dominating Central Asia. The 

Mongols had already conducted multiple incursions into India since 1221, but their ambitions intensified in the late 1290s. The political fragmentation 

in the Mongol territories and the rise of strong leadership in Delhi under Alauddin Khalji set the stage for a clash of empires. 

Alauddin Khalji, who came to power in 1296, was aware of the Mongol threat and began extensive military preparations. He reorganized the army, 

instituted reforms in military pay, branding of horses, and maintained detailed records of soldiers to prevent corruption. His foresight was crucial, as the 

Mongol invasions soon intensified. 

 

Invasion of 1297–98: Ulugh Khan and Zafar Khan’s Victory 

The first major invasion during this period occurred in 1297–98, when a Mongol force led by a general of the Chagatai Khanate, possibly named Saldi 

or Sogedei, crossed the Indus River and advanced into Gujarat. Their intention was to plunder the prosperous cities and disrupt the Sultanate’s 

administration. However, Alauddin Khalji responded promptly by dispatching a large army under the command of his brother Ulugh Khan and the 

experienced general Zafar Khan, The decisive battle took place near Jaran-Manjur in modern-day Gujarat. The Mongol army was decisively defeated, 

and a large number of invaders were either killed or captured. This victory not only boosted the morale of the Delhi army but also demonstrated that the 

Mongols could be effectively repelled on Indian soil. It was one of the first significant military successes of Alauddin’s reign. 

 

Invasion of 1303: Siege of Delhi 

Despite their earlier defeat, the Mongols returned in 1303, this time with a much larger force under the leadership of Taraghai. The Mongols crossed 

into Punjab and advanced toward Delhi, laying siege to the capital itself. Alauddin Khalji, caught off guard and with limited forces in the city, chose a 

defensive strategy. He took refuge in the newly constructed fortress of Siri and avoided direct confrontation while strengthening internal defenses. 

The Mongols besieged Delhi for several months, but the Sultan’s strategy of attrition and the onset of logistical challenges for the Mongol army forced 

them to retreat. Although this invasion did not result in direct military defeat for the Mongols, it highlighted Delhi’s vulnerability and exposed the 

limits of the Sultanate’s defense at the time. Nevertheless, the failure of the siege emboldened Alauddin to implement more rigorous reforms. 

 

Invasion of 1306: Final Mongol Defeat 

The final and most decisive confrontation occurred in 1306, when the Mongols launched yet another invasion, crossing the Ravi River and advancing 

into Indian territory. Alauddin responded by sending a powerful army under the leadership of his trusted general Malik Kafur and other commanders 

like Ghazi Malik (later Sultan Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq). This time, the Delhi forces decisively defeated the Mongols near the Ravi River. 

The victory was not only military but symbolic. A significant number of Mongols were captured, and many were executed or forcibly settled in Indian 

territory. Following this defeat, the Mongols ceased their major invasions into India. It marked the end of large-scale Mongol threats to the Delhi 

Sultanate, though smaller raids continued sporadically. 

6. Military Strategies and Responses During the Mongol Invasions of Medieval India 

The Mongol invasions posed a severe and recurring threat to the Delhi Sultanate during the medieval period. Known for their exceptional mobility, 

superior cavalry, and psychological warfare tactics, the Mongols were one of the most formidable military forces of their time. Their invasions into the 

Indian subcontinent, particularly during the 13th and early 14th centuries, forced the Delhi Sultanate to develop innovative and robust military 

strategies. The Indian rulers, particularly from the Delhi Sultanate, had to adapt quickly to meet the challenge, leading to a period of extensive military 

reforms, infrastructural development, and strategic reorientation. 

 

1. Fortification of Frontier Regions 

One of the earliest responses to the Mongol threat was the fortification of key cities and strategic locations along India’s northwestern frontier. These 

areas, particularly in Punjab and Multan, served as the primary entry points for Mongol forces. Sultan Balban (r. 1266–1287) recognized the 

vulnerability of these regions and initiated the construction and reinforcement of forts. He also established military colonies (shikarghahs) and outposts 

to create a buffer zone against invasions. These defensive measures aimed to delay and weaken Mongol forces before they could penetrate deeper into 

Indian territory. 

2. Centralization and Mobilization of the Army 

The constant Mongol pressure led to a significant transformation in the Sultanate’s military structure. Under Alauddin Khalji (r. 1296–1316), the Delhi 

Sultanate witnessed the creation of one of the largest and most organized standing armies in medieval India. Alauddin implemented a series of military 

reforms aimed at ensuring readiness and loyalty among his troops. He introduced a system of branding horses (dagh) and maintaining detailed registers 

(chehra) of soldiers to prevent fraud and ensure accountability.  
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Alauddin also abolished the traditional dependence on feudal levies and instead established a professional army paid directly by the state. This move 

reduced the influence of regional nobles and created a more loyal and efficient fighting force that could respond rapidly to external threats. 

3. Strategic Deployment and Rapid Mobilization 

Given the Mongols’ speed and unpredictability, rapid deployment of forces became essential. The Delhi Sultanate created a network of military 

cantonments and garrison towns (iqta and diwan-i-arz) at critical points. These were designed not only as defensive outposts but also as bases for 

launching counterattacks. The Sultanate developed a highly efficient system of communication using messengers and relay stations, which allowed for 

quick dissemination of intelligence and mobilization of troops. 

Alauddin Khalji’s military commander, Zafar Khan, earned particular distinction for his aggressive tactics against the Mongols. In battles such as the 

Battle of Kili (1299), Zafar Khan demonstrated boldness in engaging the Mongols, although he lost his life due to a lack of coordination with the main 

army. Nevertheless, these engagements revealed a growing confidence and tactical innovation among the Indian forces. 

4. Psychological Warfare and Deterrence 

The Delhi Sultanate also employed psychological warfare as a deterrent. Following successful campaigns, Mongol prisoners were often executed or 

paraded in public to send a message of strength and resistance. Sultanate chroniclers emphasized these victories to boost the morale of the population 

and intimidate potential invaders. After repelling several Mongol attacks, especially during Alauddin’s reign, the Delhi Sultanate gained a reputation 

for being unconquerable, which gradually reduced the frequency of major Mongol invasions. 

5. Use of Diplomacy and Espionage 

Alongside military responses, diplomacy and espionage played crucial roles. Earlier Sultans, such as Iltutmish, avoided direct conflict through careful 

diplomatic maneuvering—most notably when Genghis Khan pursued Jalal ad-Din into India. Later, under Alauddin, an effective espionage system was 

instituted, which kept the Sultan informed of enemy movements and internal dissent. The use of spies (barids) became a hallmark of Sultanate 

governance and contributed to the early detection of threats. 

7. Administrative Reforms and Internal Impact During Medieval India 

The Mongol invasions of the 13th and 14th centuries posed an existential threat to the Delhi Sultanate. These invasions were not isolated military 

events; they had profound and lasting consequences on the internal governance and administrative structure of medieval India. The persistent Mongol 

menace forced successive rulers—most notably Sultan Alauddin Khalji—to introduce sweeping administrative reforms that not only ensured the 

survival of the Sultanate but also redefined the nature of statecraft in medieval India. These reforms transformed the Delhi Sultanate into a more 

centralized, militarized, and bureaucratically sophisticated polity. 

 

Need for Reforms: Context of Mongol Threat  

By the late 13th century, the Mongols had launched several invasions into northern India, often devastating border regions like Punjab, Multan, and 

Sindh. The failure of earlier rulers to decisively counter these invasions revealed weaknesses in both the military and administrative machinery of the 

state. There was a pressing need for a more robust administrative framework that could support a professional standing army, maintain efficient revenue 

collection, and ensure internal stability. 

Sultan Alauddin Khalji, who reigned from 1296 to 1316, responded to this challenge with a comprehensive set of reforms aimed at strengthening 

internal governance and improving the efficiency of the state apparatus. His reforms can be broadly categorized into military, revenue, market, and 

nobility-related measures. 

Military and Administrative Reforms 

One of Alauddin Khalji’s most significant initiatives was the establishment of a large, centralized standing army. In order to sustain this force, he 

introduced reforms such as descriptive rolls of soldiers (chehra) and branding of horses (dagh), ensuring that fictitious names or false horses were not 

entered into military records. This reduced corruption and ensured that the army was disciplined, efficient, and combat-ready. Salaries were paid in cash 

rather than land grants (iqta), which allowed the Sultan to maintain direct control over his soldiers, weakening the power of feudal lords and provincial 

governors. 

These reforms were backed by a well-organized spy system and an efficient communication network that helped the Sultan maintain order across the 

empire. The establishment of garrison towns along the northwestern frontier ensured quick mobilization of troops during invasions and enhanced 

border security. 

Revenue Reforms 

To finance the military and prevent famine or rebellion, Alauddin Khalji also introduced significant land revenue reforms. The land was carefully 

measured and classified according to fertility and productivity. Taxes were collected directly by state-appointed officials, eliminating the intermediary 

role of local landlords, which reduced corruption and increased the Sultan’s control over agrarian resources. 

The land tax (kharaj) was fixed at around 50% of the produce, a high but standardized rate. These reforms brought a large portion of agricultural 

revenue directly under the control of the state and created a more predictable source of income for maintaining the military. 

 


