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ABSTRACT:  

Indian art has a rich philosophical and historical background that is intricately linked to Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), which have influenced its aesthetics, 

meaning, and function for many centuries.  Indian creative traditions, which have their roots in scriptures like the Natya Shastra, Shilpa Shastra, and Vastu 

Shastra, have developed while maintaining their spiritual and cultural core.  This study explores the ways In which traditional Indian art forms have been 

reinterpreted, modified, and changed in a globalized society, emphasizing the opportunities and difficulties that artists and academics encounter in maintaining 

authenticity.  Indian art has achieved considerable international attention as a result of globalization and technical improvements. Through exhibitions, internet 

platforms, and partnerships with international artists, traditional art forms like Madhubani, Warli, and Pattachitra paintings, as well as classical dance forms like 

Bharatanatyam and Kathak, have expanded their audience.  Increased visibility has been made possible by digitalization, which has given Indian artists hitherto 

unheard-of access to global marketplaces, virtual exhibitions, and digital archives.  But this greater visibility has also given rise to issues like mass 

commercialization, cultural appropriation, and the decline of traditional methods.  Indian textile patterns and motifs have been used by numerous Western 

designers and businesses without citing their source, which raises moral questions of intellectual property rights and cultural misappropriation.  The intellectual, 

spiritual, and sociocultural aspects of Indian art are examined in this essay within a global framework. In addition to providing insights into how ancient 

knowledge might be combined with contemporary artistic advances, it examines the function of IKS in maintaining artistic heritage.  It also assesses how well 

UNESCO projects, international cultural exchange programs, and governmental policies have protected India’s artistic traditions.  One of the main conclusions of 

this study is that, although digital platforms and new technologies like virtual reality (VR), artificial intelligence (AI), and non-fungible tokens (NFTs) have given 

traditional Indian artists new avenues for success, they also present threats to their uniqueness and authenticity.  Concerns on whether digital copies can 

accurately convey the spiritual and philosophical depth of Indian artistic traditions have been raised by machine-generated art, for instance, which has sparked 

discussions about the relative importance of human creativity vs AI-driven replication.  

Additionally, the traditional guru-shishya parampara (teacher-disciple system) that has long served as the basis for knowledge transfer in Indian art has changed 

as a result of the commercialization of heritage crafts like temple paintings, block printing, and handloom weaving.  As handcrafted art being replaced by 

machine-made duplicates, many artisans are currently under financial strain, which is causing newer generations to become less interested in pursuing traditional 

art forms as a means of making a living.  The study comes to the conclusion that, even though Indian art has been successfully appreciated throughout the world, 

innovation and traditional preservation must be balanced. To preserve India’s rich cultural heritage, sustainable measures including community-based art revival 

initiatives, educational reforms, and moral partnerships between traditional and modern artists must be put into place.Indian art may flourish in a world that is 

changing quickly without losing its philosophical core and traditional knowledge by embracing modernity while maintaining cultural continuity.  With its deep 

knowledge of how Indian art can negotiate modern obstacles while staying loyal to its historical roots, this study adds to the larger conversation on art 

preservation, cultural sustainability, and globalization.  
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Introduction:  

With its many visual, performing, and literary arts that are based on Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), India has one of the most illustrious artistic 

traditions in the world. In India, art has always served as a spiritual, philosophical, and cultural link between various communities in addition to being a 

vehicle for expression. Indian art reflects a profound sense of symbolism, devotion, and aesthetic beauty, from the elaborate sculptures of Khajuraho 

and the frescoes of Ajanta and Ellora to traditional dance forms like Kathak and Bharatanatyam. Ancient texts like the Natya Shastra, Shilpa Shastra, 

and Vastu Shastra, which offer a disciplined framework for creative production and performance, regulate these traditions. 

Indian art production, consumption, and interpretation have changed in the modern era due to globalization, digitization, and commercialization.  Indian 

artistic traditions have been promoted globally thanks to foreign exposure, yet there are also worries about cultural appropriation, commercialization, 
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and authenticity loss.  Without acknowledging their historical or cultural value, some Western designers and organizations have utilized Indian dance 

motions, textile patterns, and motifs, frequently rebranding them as modern innovations.  Furthermore, traditional handcrafted art has been supplanted 

by mass manufacturing and mechanization, which has resulted in a decrease in the transmission of indigenous knowledge among artisan communities. 

The Intersection of Indian art and global influences raises several critical questions: 

1. How have Indian artistic traditions evolved in response to globalization and modern technology? 

2. What role do Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) play in preserving traditional artistic expressions? 

3. How can Indian artists balance innovation and authenticity while engaging with global audiences? 

4. What are the challenges faced by traditional artisans, and how can they be addressed in a rapidly changing economy? 

By analyzing the effects of internet platforms, international collaborations, government policies, and technical breakthroughs on the growth and 

preservation of traditional art forms, this study seeks to understand how Indian art has changed in a globalized setting.  It investigates how IKS-based 

artistic frameworks can be modified without sacrificing their uniqueness and how they still have an impact on modern creative expressions.  The way 

that technology is reinventing Indian art is a major component of this study.  The introduction of Virtual Reality (VR), Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), 

and Artificial Intelligence (AI) has given artists new means of presenting their work to a worldwide audience.  But these developments also bring up 

moral questions regarding the veracity of AI-generated artwork and the loss of cultural relevance when conventional motifs are used. The report also 

emphasizes how important institutional and governmental support is for preserving Indian artistic legacy.  Traditional art forms are kept current, 

financially viable, and creatively innovative through programs like UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage initiative, the Indian government’s “Make 

in India” and “One District One Product” (ODOP) programs, and the work of museums, galleries, and academic institutions.  In conclusion, Indian art 

must balance the forces of modernization and preservation at this pivotal moment.  This study offers insights into how Indian art might survive in a 

world that is changing quickly while remaining faithful to its philosophical and cultural roots by comprehending the historical underpinnings of Indian 

artistic traditions and assessing their applicability today. 

Literature Review:  

Scholars have extensively studied Indian art in a worldwide setting, paying special attention to its philosophical underpinnings, historical development, 

and modern adaptations. Scholars like Kapila Vatsyayan have written a great deal on how Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) influenced traditional art 

forms. The Rasa theory, which determines the emotional core of artistic expression, is emphasized in the Natya Shastra, which is credited to Bharata 

Muni and offers a theoretical basis for dance, theater, and music. Similar to this, the principles of architecture, sculpture, and space design are governed 

by Shilpa Shastra and Vastu Shastra, which guarantee that artistic creations retain both spiritual importance and aesthetic harmony. The effects of 

digitalization and globalization on Indian art have also been studied by several academics. Research shows how partnerships, online platforms, and 

international exhibitions have made indigenous Indian art forms more widely known.  Nonetheless, worries about commercialization, cultural 

appropriation, and the decline of native artistic traditions are still common.  Numerous scholars contend that misrepresentation and a loss of authenticity 

have resulted from mass production and the use of indigenous motifs by international businesses.  Furthermore, studies of the economic and social 

difficulties that traditional Indian craftspeople face show that mechanization, dwindling patronage, and a lack of institutional backing have all played a 

role in the demise of several art forms.  These customs are intended to be preserved by government programs like “Make in India” and “One District 

One Product” (ODOP), as well as by UNESCO’s designation of Indian art as Intangible Cultural Heritage. Research on the integration of technology-

driven advances like artificial intelligence (AI), NFTs, and digital storytelling while preserving cultural integrity is lacking, nevertheless.  In order to 

maintain Indian art’s relevance and authenticity, this literature review highlights the need for long-term approaches that strike a balance between 

cultural preservation and International outreach. 

Methodology:  

The evolution, adaptation, and preservation of traditional Indian art forms in a global setting are examined in this study using a qualitative research 

methodology. In order to comprehend the effects of globalization, commercialization, and digital technology on Indian art, the research focuses on 

examining historical texts, academic publications, government regulations, and case studies. 

Research Design:  

The ways in which Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) continue to shape traditional art forms while adjusting to contemporary developments are 

assessed using a comparative analytical approach. Through textual research of ancient treatises such as Natya Shastra, Shilpa Shastra, and Vastu 

Shastra, the study investigates the philosophical, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of Indian art. Additionally, case studies of artists, museums, and cultural 

institutions that support traditional arts are used to analyze current changes in artistic output. 

Data Collection Methods:  

This research relies primarily on secondary data sources from peer-reviewed journals, books, cultural reports, and government archives. The key data 

collection methods include:  

1. Literature Review: Analysis of historical and modern research on Indian art and its global reception. 

2. Case Studies: Examination of traditional Indian artists, cultural institutions, and government initiatives promoting artistic preservation. 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (5), May (2025), Page – 6408-6412                         6410 

 

3. Policy Analysis: Review of government schemes like ‘Make in India,’ ‘One District One Product’ (ODOP), and UNESCO’s Intangible 

Cultural Heritage recognition to assess their effectiveness in safeguarding traditional art. 

4. Technological Impact Study: Evaluation of digital tools, AI-generated art, NFTs, and online marketplaces shaping the modern artistic 

landscape. 

Key Areas of Investigation:  

1. Philosophical and Cultural Foundations: Understanding how IKS-based principles continue to shape traditional art forms. 

2. Effects of Globalization: Assessing the opportunities and threats of international collaborations, cultural exports, and global influences. 

3. Technological Innovations: Exploring the role of AI, digital platforms, and virtual exhibitions in enhancing or diluting artistic authenticity. 

4. Economic and Social Implications: Analyzing how commercialization and changing market dynamics impact artisans and their traditional 

craft. 

Limitations of the Study:  

Despite its extensive reach, this study is constrained by its reliance on secondary sources because it excludes field research and in-person interviews.  

Furthermore, the disparity in the evidence that is now available may prevent a thorough coverage of regional differences in creative traditions and their 

unique socioeconomic difficulties.  This methodology offers an organized way to comprehend the development, change, and future of Indian art in a 

globalized world by combining historical research, case studies, and policy evaluations. 

Results:The results of this study demonstrate how globalization, technology, and cross-cultural interactions have influenced the development of 

traditional Indian art forms.  Even though Indian art is now more widely known because to international acclaim, issues like cultural appropriation, 

commercialization, and authenticity loss still exist.  

Global Recognition and Popularity:  

Through academic studies, museum exhibits, and cross-cultural partnerships, Indian art has achieved considerable international prominence. 

International festivals, galleries, and online platforms have included a wide range of traditional art forms, including Madhubani, Pattachitra, Warli 

paintings, Bharatanatyam, Kathak, and classical music. The popularity of Indian artistic components has grown as a result of partnerships with 

international fashion firms, filmmakers, and designers. But this widespread exposure has also resulted in cases of commodification and 

misrepresentation, where classic themes are frequently repackaged without recognizing their cultural roots. For instance, Rajasthani block-printing 

methods and Mughal miniature painting styles have been frequently imitated in Western design without giving the artists the respect they deserve. 

Impact of Technology on Indian Art:  

The production, distribution, and consumption of Indian art have all changed as a result of digital innovations. Social media, online marketplaces, and 

NFTs (Non-Fungible Tokens) have given artists new ways to make money off of their creations and connect with consumers around the world.  Virtual 

reality (VR) and artificial intelligence (AI) have made it possible to create interactive digital art experiences that let audiences throughout the world 

connect creatively with Indian cultural traditions.  Notwithstanding these developments, questions over authenticity and artistic integrity have been 

raised by the emergence of AI-generated art and mass-produced reproductions.  Many traditional craftspeople find it difficult to compete with machine-

made replicas, especially in handloom weaving and folk painting. This results in unstable economies and dwindling enthusiasm in preserving these 

crafts among younger generations. 

Government and Institutional Support:  

Traditional Indian art forms have been preserved thanks in large part to the efforts of the Indian government and international organizations.  In order to 

preserve authenticity and increase commercial viability, initiatives like UNESCO’s recognition of Intangible Cultural Heritage, the “Make in India” and 

“One District One Product” (ODOP) programs, and the development of Geographical Indication (GI) tags for regional art forms have been 

implemented.  The findings, however, show that many craftspeople still do not have access to digital tools, funding, or international markets, which 

restricts the scope and sustainability of their work.  To guarantee that traditional Indian art survives in the contemporary day, more funding must be 

allocated to art education, digital literacy, and legislative changes.  Overall, Indian art has managed to reconcile originality and culture while adapting 

to international trends. 

Discussion:  

According to the study’s findings, traditional Indian art forms have been successfully recognized throughout the world, yet they still face many 

obstacles because of commercialization, cultural appropriation, and technical advancements.  For Indian artists, the interplay between tradition and 

modernity has created both opportunities and risks, necessitating cautious approaches to guarantee sustainability and authenticity. 
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Globalization and Cultural Appropriation:  

One of the main issues this study identifies is cultural appropriation, which occurs when international designers and businesses use Indian textiles, 

dancing styles, and patterns without giving indigenous craftspeople due credit or acknowledgment.  Without acknowledging their cultural value, 

fashion firms, the film industry, and foreign corporations have adopted Indian aspects such as textile prints, mandalas, and henna designs.  This 

weakens the underlying philosophical and ritualistic elements of Indian artistic traditions in addition to devaluing the original artists.  Globalization has, 

therefore, also given Indian artists the chance to showcase their creations to a worldwide audience.  Cultural festivals, partnerships with foreign 

museums, and exhibitions in prestigious art galleries have made it possible for traditional Indian art forms to be seen by a larger audience. 

Technology and Digitalization: A Double-Edged Sword:  

The way Indian art is created, promoted, and sold has changed as a result of the development of digital tools, blockchain technology, and artificial 

intelligence (AI).  Digital art marketplaces and social networking sites like Instagram and YouTube have made it possible for artists to reach buyers 

worldwide, cutting out middlemen and boosting revenue.  But the combination of digital reproductions and AI-generated art has raised questions about 

authenticity and the decline of traditional workmanship.  Handmade Indian art forms are frequently imitated by machine-generated designs, which 

makes it challenging for traditional artists to compete in the worldwide market.  Similar to this, non-fungible tokens, or NFTs, have brought forth a new 

method of selling art, however they frequently help digital artists more than traditional craftspeople.  This begs the question: Can traditional 

craftsmanship and modern technology coexist without diminishing their cultural significance? 

Economic Challenges and the Decline of Traditional Artisans:  

The economic uncertainty that crafters and artisans endure is another significant problem.  Under the guru-shishya parampara (teacher-disciple 

tradition), several Indian art forms, including Kathakali dance, Madhubani painting, and handloom weaving, need years of training.  Younger 

generations, however, are reluctant to pursue these vocations because of diminishing financial incentives, a lack of patronage, and competition from 

factory-made goods.  Even while government programs like “Make in India” and “One District One Product” (ODOP) are meant to help craftsmen, 

many still face obstacles like insufficient pay, restricted market access, and a lack of computer literacy.  Stronger legislative actions and educational 

reforms are required to address the critical issue of ensuring that these traditional artists can adjust to the shifting economic landscape while 

maintaining the uniqueness of their work. 

Striking a Balance Between Tradition and Innovation:  

Indian art needs to strike a balance between innovation and preservation in order to flourish in today's globalized society. To guarantee that Indian art 

keeps developing without losing its identity, cooperation between traditional craftspeople and modern designers, funding for rural artists' computer 

literacy, and advocacy for fair-trade principles are all essential. India can guarantee that its artistic traditions are honored and relevant on a global scale 

by acknowledging the rich cultural heritage of Indian art and embracing ethical modernism. 

Conclusion:    

A complicated interaction between cultural legacy, modernity, and commercialization is brought to light by the study of traditional Indian art forms in a 

global setting.  Although centuries-old artistic traditions have been firmly established by Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), modern factors like mass 

production, digital technology, and globalization have changed how Indian art is viewed, created, and conserved.  This study has shown that although 

international recognition has led to a greater awareness of Indian artistic history, it has also sparked questions about cultural appropriation, authenticity, 

and the continued existence of traditional artisanship. 

Key Findings:   

The fact that Indian art has effectively adapted to worldwide venues through international exhibitions, cultural festivals, partnerships with foreign 

designers, and digital platforms is among the study's most important conclusions. Visual arts including Madhubani, Warli, and Pattachitra paintings, as 

well as traditional dance styles like Kathak and Bharatanatyam, have become well-known throughout the world. But this publicity has also resulted in 

the commodification and misrepresentation of Indian art, with traditional designs and themes being used in commercial goods without giving due credit 

to the original creators. Additionally, the study shows that technology has contributed to the evolution of Indian art in two ways.  On the one hand, 

artists now have more ways to reach a worldwide audience and make mone” thanks to AI-generated art, digital shows, and NFTs (Non-Fungible 

Tokens).  However, the demand for handcrafted artwork has decreased due to mass manufacturing and artificial duplication of traditional art forms, 

placing many artists at risk of losing their jobs.  The guru-shishya parampara (teacher-disciple tradition), which has been crucial to the survival of 

Indian creative history, is dwindling as younger generations are pulled more and more to modern occupations. 

Challenges and the Need for Sustainable Preservation:  

The study has identified a number of issues that pose a threat to traditional Indian art’s continued existence, such as:  
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1. Cultural appropriation: A lot of Western enterprises use Indian artistic components without giving credit where credit is due, which 

results in traditional artists being misrepresented and exploited financially. 

2. Economic Uncertainty: Many artists are unable to compete with machine-made copies because of low pay, unstable markets, and limited 

access to digital equipment.   

3. Technological Disruptions: Although digital technologies increase visibility and reach, they also weaken conventional methods and 

substitute AI-driven designs for handcrafted items. 

To counter these challenges, it is essential to promote sustainable policies and educational programs that support both traditional and contemporary 

Indian artists. 

The Path Forward: Balancing Tradition and Modernization:  

Maintaining cultural authenticity while welcoming innovation is essential to the long-term survival and development of Indian art.  Among the main 

suggestions are:   

• Enhancing Government Regulations:  To give craftspeople access to capital and markets, programs like Geographical Indication (GI) 

tags, UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage program, and “Make in India” and “One District One Product” (ODOP) should be expanded. 

• Traditional Artists’ Digital Training:  Due to a lack of digital literacy, many rural craftsmen are unable to access a worldwide audience.  

To assist them in using digital tools without sacrificing authenticity, workshops and training courses had to be put in place. 

• Encouraging Ethical Collaborations: To guarantee fair trade policies and cultural sensitivity, fashion designers, businesses, and 

international museums must collaborate closely with craftspeople. 

• Educational Reforms: To inspire future generations to seek careers in the arts, Indian colleges and universities should include traditional 

art history and hands-on instruction in their curricula. 
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