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Abstract 

Domestic violence continues to be a main and big issue in India, impacting hundreds of thousands of ladies from special social, financial, and cultural 

backgrounds. Despite having criminal frameworks like the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA) 2005 and Section 498A of the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC), the Indian criminal justice device faces several sizeable demanding situations in addressing domestic abuse successfully. These demanding 

situations encompass underreporting, gender insensitivity among regulation enforcement, judicial delays, misuse of criminal provisions, lack of victim help 

services, and low conviction rates. This paper appears into the key problems the criminal justice system faces in managing home violence instances and explores 

the gaps in enforcement. It additionally proposes sensible reforms to improve criminal and institutional responses. These reforms encompass strengthening the 

implementation of PWDVA, offering higher training for police and the judiciary on gender sensitivity, setting up specialised domestic violence courts, improving 

sufferer aid offerings, and elevating consciousness on the network degree. The paper concludes that a complete approach related to felony, institutional, and 

social modifications is essential to creating a extra responsive and sufferer-centered criminal justice system in India. 

Introduction 

Domestic violence stays a sizable and big difficulty in India, impacting hundreds of thousands of ladies throughout numerous socio-monetary and 

cultural backgrounds. Despite the life of criminal frameworks, the criminal justice machine in India faces severa demanding situations in successfully 

addressing this abuse. These demanding situations consist of underreporting, gender insensitivity among regulation enforcement, judicial delays, misuse 

of prison provisions, lack of victim guide services, and coffee conviction prices. 

 

This studies paper explores the important thing troubles confronted by using the crook justice system in handling domestic violence instances in India. 

It delves into the gaps in enforcement and suggests complete reforms to improve the felony and institutional responses. Proposed reforms include 

strengthening the implementation of the PWDVA, enhancing police and judicial training on gender sensitivity, growing specialised domestic violence 

courts, improving sufferer aid services, and raising awareness on the network degree. The paper concludes that a multi-dimensional method concerning 

felony, institutional, and social changes is necessary to create a greater responsive and sufferer-targeted criminal justice device in India. 

 

Legal Framework Addressing Domestic Violence in India 

 

India has made great development in addressing domestic violence through legislative measures. Several vital legal provisions were enacted to defend 

and aid sufferers. Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005 is the cornerstone of domestic violence regulation in India, 

enacted in 2005. This law goals to defend women from bodily, emotional, sexual, verbal, and economic abuse. It offers ladies the right to are searching 

for alleviation through protection orders, residence orders, monetary aid, and custody of kids. The act recognizes that home violence isn't constrained to 

bodily damage but extends to emotional and financial manipulation as nicely. Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) criminalizes cruelty by 

using a husband or his family toward a wife. This phase mainly addresses dowry-related harassment and any intellectual or bodily cruelty aimed at 

forcing a woman to meet marital needs. While this provision has helped many ladies locate justice, it has confronted grievance for potential misuse in 

cases of marital disputes, where it can be used retaliatory. However, this stays a minority situation and should now not overshadow the enormous range 

of actual abuse cases. 

 

Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 changed into enacted to save you dowry-associated harassment, a commonplace shape of domestic violence in India. The 

regulation criminalizes the giving or receiving of dowry and goals to reduce the strain on women to offer dowry throughout marriage. Although the law 

has been instrumental in curbing dowry violence, it's far often poorly enforced because of the deep-rooted social attractiveness of dowry practices. 

Other Relevant Legal Provisions In addition to the PWDVA and Section 498A, other provisions of the IPC, consisting of Section 304B (dowry death) 

and Section 306 (abetment to suicide), also play an crucial function in addressing severe home violence cases. These sections are invoked while abuse 

ends in critical effects like loss of life or suicide, emphasizing the need for criminalizing such movements. 
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Challenges in Addressing Domestic Violence through the Criminal Justice System 

 

While the felony framework for addressing home violence is nicely-installed, its implementation faces several critical demanding situations. These 

issues arise from the nature of domestic violence as a non-public rely, ingrained societal attitudes, and systemic failures within law enforcement and the 

judiciary. The number one demanding situations consist of numerous troubles. One of the most important issues in tackling home violence is 

underreporting. Many girls, especially in rural areas, do not document incidents of abuse because of worry of social stigma, financial dependency, and 

lack of expertise about prison alternatives. In a society where ladies are often conditioned to accept abuse as a part of marital existence, reporting abuse 

can bring shame to the circle of relatives. Additionally, ladies may additionally fear that seeking help may want to get worse their situation, especially 

in the event that they have kids to guide or are financially dependent on their abusers.  

 

Police officials frequently lack the sensitivity and education had to take care of domestic violence instances efficiently. Many police officers dismiss 

domestic violence cases as circle of relatives problems in place of serious criminal offenses. This mind-set now not only discourages victims from 

coming forward however also hampers thorough investigations and intervention. The failure of regulation enforcement to act swiftly is often because of 

a lack of gender-touchy education, leaving officials sick-prepared to understand the complex dynamics of home abuse. The Indian judicial machine is 

infamous for its gradual tempo, and domestic violence instances aren't any exception. These instances, specially crook ones, can drag on for years, 

causing similarly victimization of the complainant. The emotional and financial toll of extended litigation frequently forces victims to withdraw their 

cases or reconcile with their abusers. The lack of specialized courts and an overburdened criminal justice system make contributions to these delays. 

 

Some critics argue that provisions like Section 498A of the IPC are every now and then misused via women in the context of marital disputes. There 

have been concerns approximately false or exaggerated claims of home violence leading to the unjust arrest of male circle of relatives individuals. 

However, this stays a minority subject and ought to no longer overshadow the actual instances of abuse faced by means of many women. The 

awareness need to be on improving enforcement and ensuring that such misuse does not deter authentic cases from being taken significantly. India’s 

infrastructure for assisting victims of home violence is inadequate. While the government has installation shelters and helplines, access to these 

offerings is restrained, mainly in rural regions. Legal useful resource, medical help, counseling, and rehabilitation services are regularly inadequate and 

poorly coordinated. Victims often discover themselves navigating a fragmented device that does not provide comprehensive care.  Conviction prices in 

domestic violence cases stay low in India. The primary reasons for this encompass vulnerable evidence, reluctant witnesses, and inadequate 

investigation. Victims won't be able to provide sufficient proof to guide their claims, or witnesses can be too afraid to testify because of social pressure. 

The lack of proper evidence series mechanisms similarly weakens the capacity of the crook justice machine to keep perpetrators responsible. 

 

Proposed Reforms to Address the Challenges 

 

To conquer the demanding situations in addressing domestic violence, a series of reforms are critical. These reforms ought to attention on strengthening 

the felony framework, enhancing law enforcement, ensuring timely justice, and creating a victim-centered environment. Some of the key reforms 

include: 

 

1. Strengthening the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA) 

 

The PWDVA needs to be better applied and strengthened. This includes appointing extra safety officers to monitor domestic violence instances and 

ensure victims acquire the relief they need. Additionally, funding for the enforcement of this regulation need to be accelerated to ensure its right 

implementation throughout all states. 

 

2. Gender-Sensitive Police Training 

 

Police officials must undergo regular gender-sensitivity schooling to improve their coping with of domestic violence instances. They need to learn how 

to deal with such cases with the seriousness they deserve even as information the social and emotional elements that make contributions to home abuse. 

Establishing committed ladies’s desks or police gadgets for domestic violence also can streamline the reporting and investigation procedure. 

 

3. Fast-Track and Specialized Domestic Violence Courts 

 

India wishes greater specialized courts to handle home violence instances correctly. These courts have to be designed to expedite the resolution of cases 

and create a sufferer-friendly environment. Judges and court docket workforce need to be particularly educated to handle sensitive home violence 

problems, leading to faster justice. Establishing circle of relatives courts and fast-music courts devoted to home violence instances can assist lessen the 

backlog of cases and limit delays. 

 

4.  Improved Victim Support Systems 

 

There is an urgent need to improve victim assist offerings, along with handy shelters, felony useful resource, counseling, and rehabilitation applications. 

The authorities ought to collaborate with NGOs to create a community of offerings which could help sufferers, mainly in rural areas wherein such 

support is often missing. 
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5. Community-Level Awareness and Education 

 

Raising awareness about home violence at the grassroots level is critical in breaking the social stigma surrounding it. Public schooling campaigns must 

focus on informing humans approximately the criminal alternatives to be had to them and dispelling myths about domestic violence. Local leaders, 

consisting of spiritual figures and network heads, ought to be recommended to talk out in opposition to home violence and promote consciousness. 

 

6. Strengthening Evidence Collection Mechanisms 

 

Improving evidence series at the police and medical levels is essential for a success prosecution of home violence cases. Specialized devices ought to be 

taught to address touchy investigations, and police stations must be equipped with the vital resources to control those cases professionally. 

Conclusion 

Domestic violence in India stays a large task despite felony reforms and efforts to protect victims. While the criminal justice device is geared up with 

critical laws, it is frequently hindered by using social, institutional, and procedural limitations that save you effective enforcement and shipping of 

justice. Addressing those demanding situations requires a multi-pronged technique that makes a speciality of enhancing regulation enforcement, 

sufferer aid services, decreasing judicial delays, and moving societal attitudes toward domestic violence. With sustained reforms and political will, the 

crook justice system can emerge as a effective device in defensive ladies from home violence and ensuring their right to live a existence free from 

abuse. 


