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ABSTRACT:

In modern agriculture, efficient management of soil nutrients is critical for maximizing crop yield and ensuring sustainable farming practices. Traditional methods
of soil nutrient detection are often labor-intensive, time consuming, and provide only a snapshot of the soil's condition at the time of sampling. To address these
challenges, this project proposes a system for real time soil nutrients monitoring using Internet of Things (IoT) technology. The proposed system employs a network
of 10T enabled sensors strategically placed in the soil to continuously monitor key nutrients such as nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K), along with
other environmental parameters like pH, moisture, and temperature. The data collected by these sensors is transmitted wirelessly to a cloud-based platform for real-
time analysis and visualization. This system enables farmers and agronomists to make data-driven decisions regarding fertilizer application, irrigation, and crop
management, thus optimizing resource use and reducing environmental impact. The real-time monitoring capability also allows for early detection of nutrient
deficiencies or imbalances, enabling timely interventions that can prevent crop losses. Through the integration of 10T with soil science, this project demonstrates a
scalable and cost effective solution for precision agriculture, paving the way for enhanced productivity and sustainability in farming practices.
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INTRODUCTION

Agriculture is the backbone of most economies and a vital aspect of human survival. With the growing global population, the demand for food production
has never been higher. To meet these demands sustainably, it is crucial to optimize agricultural practices. One of the key factors in achieving optimal
crop yield is ensuring that the soil is rich in essential nutrients. However, traditional methods of soil testing are often time consuming, labor- intensive, and
do not provide real-time data, which can lead to inefficient use of fertilizers and poor crop management. The advent of the Internet of Things (10T) has
revolutionized various industries, and agriculture isno exception. 10T technology offers the potential to transform traditional farming practices by enabling
real-time monitoring and precise management of soil conditions. This project, "Soil Nutrients Monitoring Using 1oT," aims to develop an loT-based system
that continuously monitors the levels of essential soil nutrients such as nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K), among others. The system will
collect data through sensors deployed in the field, process the information, and provide actionable insights to farmers via a user-friendly interface.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Traditional soil nutrient analysis methods are time-consuming, labor-intensive, and do not provide real-time data, leading to inefficient fertilizer use and
suboptimal crop management. This can result in reduced crop yields, increased costs, and environmental harm. There isa need for a solution that enables
continuous, real-time monitoring of soil nutrients to help farmers make informed decisions, improve crop productivity, and promote sustainable farming
practices. This project aims to develop an 10T -based system to address these challenges.

OBJECTIVES

To Develop an loT-based system to monitor soil nutrients (such as nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium) in real-time. o To Collect and analyze soil data from
different locations to assess the nutrient levels and identify trends over time. o To Create a user-friendly interface (e.g. web dashboard) for easy access to
soil nutrient data and recommendations. o To Evaluate the system's impact on crop yield, fertilizer efficiency, and environmental sustainability.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology of the Soil Nutrients Monitoring Using 10T project design revolves around the selection and designing of an integrated system which
monitorsand reports on parameters such as N, P, K, temperature, and moisture levels of selected soils in real time. Key steps involved in the methodology
include: system design,sensorselection, hardwareimplementation, software development, and visualization.
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Figure 1 shows block diagram of methodology
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Fig.1. Block Diagram OF Proposed Methodology
System Design

The design of the system deploys loT-based architecture that comprises the following units:

Sensors: The sensors form the core of the system that measures the vital soil nutrients, alongside environmental factors.

NPK sensor: It detects the nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium levels in the soil, which explains the proper determination of soil fertility and nutrient
availability.

Temperature Sensor: Usually, DHT11 or DHT22 type, the sensor measures the ambient temperature because nutrient availability and crop health do
significantly depend on this factor.

Soil Moisture Sensor: This sensor is to measure the moisture level in the soil due to which proper growth of plants and nutrient uptake should take place.
Microcontroller: ESP32-based microcontroller is chosen for maximum versatility, low-power consumption, and inbuilt Wi-Fi/Bluetooth capabilities. It
takes sensor data in, processes it, and talks to the cloud. Communication: The ESP32 sends data to a cloud platform through Wi-Fi. Transmission occurs
through MQTT or HTTP protocols such that the communication involved is both efficient and reliable.

Cloud Platform and User Interface: The data retrieved by the sensors is uploaded to a cloud-based platform like Firebase or Thing Speak where it could
be stored and processed. Then, the real-time insights are through the cloud system and displayed to the user through a web-based dashboard or mobile
application.

Sensor Selection and Calibration

The choice of sensors is made depending upon whether they measure nutrients in soil and environmental parameters accurately. In the case of the NPK
sensor, calibration is done with known solutions of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, thus providing exact readings from soil. In an equivalent manner,
calibration for the soil moisture and temperature sensors also involves methods and tools put to standard practice so that their actual measurements match
the real conditions.

Hardware Implementation

Hardware setup consists of ESP32 microcontroller connected to sensors (NPK, temperature, and moisture).

Power Supply: The system can be powered by a rechargeable battery, a solar panel, or an external power adapter for continuous monitoring.

Wiring and connections: The sensors will have to be connected to the ESP32 with the right GPIO pins. The system designed will consume less power
while still making sure that data is collected reliably.

Software Development

Below are the things developed using the methodology:

Firmware: Firmware is developed in Arduino IDE or ESP-IDF. It controls sensor signals and sends commands to acquire and process the data. It further
takes care of the communication with the cloud platform.

The collected sensor :data are processed to smooth out the noise and convert the raw readings into meaningful values-for example, converting an output
from the NPK sensor into nutrient concentration in parts per million (ppm) A set of calibration values will ensure the accuracy of the readings.

Data Transmission: The processed data is transferred to the cloud server using MQTT or HTTP protocols. MQTT is used for lightweight communication
in 10T systems that ensures real-time data transfer with very low latency.
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Data Visualization and User Interface

Once the data reaches the cloud, it is then displayed on either a web dashboard or mobile application where real -time values can be followed concerning
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, soil moisture, and temperature, by users who may be farmers or agronomists. The user interface provides:

Real-Time Monitoring: Data from the sensors are updated periodically; therefore, this live feed shows the health of the soil.

Alerts and Notifications: The system will provide alerts whenever nutrient levels appear out of the optimum range, thereby notifying the users to apply
fertilizers or irrigate the crops.

Analysis and Recommendations: With data analysis, the system would provide actionable recommendations aimed at optimizing soil health and crop
yield.

System Testing and Validation

The final stage of the methodology isto test the system for accuracy, reliability, and scalability.

In this testing, the sensors are subjected to various conditions of soil to test the accuracy of the NPK, soil moisture, and temperature sensors.

Real field deployment is deployed on a small test field where sensor data is collected over time and then compared with the traditional soil testing method
to validate performance in terms of the functionality of the 10T -based system.

Data Analysis

The collected data is then analyzed to verify if the outputs the system presented meet the expected soil conditions and if the output which the system
recommends can be in fact carried out and applicable.

PROPOSED ARCHITECTURE
Capacitive Soil Moisture Sensor

To measure soil moisture levels, a soil moisture sensor is essential. For this application, a capacitive-type soil moisture sensor is preferred due to its
reliability and durability. Specifically, an analog capacitive soil moisture sensor will be employed, which determines moisture content through capacitive
sensing. This method operates on the principle that the capacitance of the sensor changes with the water content in the soil. The resulting capacitance
variation istranslated into a corresponding voltage output, typically ranging from 1.2V to a maximum of 3.0V. One of the primary advantages of capacitive
sensors is their construction from corrosion-resistant materials, which significantly enhances their longevity and operational lifespan, making them ideal
for long-term soil monitoring applications.

NPK Sensor

The sensor operates without the need for any chemical reagents, making it both convenient and environmentally friendly. It offers high measurement
accuracy, rapid response time, and excellent interchangeability, allowing it to be easily integrated with a variety of microcontrollers. However, direct
interfacing with a microcontroller is not possible due to the sensor’s use of a Modbus communication protocol. Therefore, a Modbus-compatible module
such as RS485 or MAX485 is required to establish communication between the sensor and the microcontroller.

The sensor functions within a voltage range of 9 to 24V and is designed for low power consumption, making it suitable for energy-efficient applications.
It provides a measurement accuracy of up to +2%, ensuring reliable data for soil analysis. Additionally, the sensor is capable of measuring nitrogen (N),
phosphorus (P), and potassium (K) concentrations with a resolution of up to 1 mg/kg (or mg/L), making it a valuable tool for precise agricultural and
environmental monitoring.

Specifications
. Power: 9V-24V
. Measuring Range:  0-1999 mg/kg(mg/l)
. Operating Temperature: 5-45 °C
. Resolution: 1mg/kg
. Precision: 2% F.S
. Output signal: RS485

IMPLEMENTATION AND WORKING

The soil nutrients monitoring system integrates various 10T components to continuously collect and analyze soil data in real-time. The system architecture
consists of sensors, a microcontroller, a communication module, and a cloud platform. The main sensors used in the system are the NPK sensor, which
gives the nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K) contents of the soil, while the temperature sensor DHT11 or DHT22 is used for measuring
ambient temperature, as well as soil moisture sensors giving the water content in the soil. All these sensors are interfaced to an ESP32 microcontroller,
which acts as the central processing unit for evaluating data as well as communication using the ESP32.

ESP32 is loaded with built-in Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. It simply wirelessly transmits sensor data from the microcontroller to the cloud server. Protocols such
as MQTT or HTTP resultincommunication between the microcontroller and the cloud platform, making it efficient and reliable. All data collected by the
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sensors are processed onboard the ESP32, which calibrates them against accurate readings such as a reading in parts per million (ppm) for nutrients. The
processed values are then transmitted to the cloud where the data are stored and analyzed.

The system uses a cloud platform- like Firebase or Thing speak- that stores data and allows online visualization. Data can be accessed via a user interface
on a web dashboard or mobile application, by means of which the levels of nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, temperature, and soil moisture can be seen.
The system also gives alerts and recommendations set against preset thresholds-for example, suggesting when to use fertilizers or water crops. This allows
the farmer to efficiently use resources and enhance crop management practices.

All 'in all, how the system works is simple: sensors collect real-time information, the microcontroller processes and sends the data to the cloud, and the
cloud platform visualizes data and presents actionable information to the user. Alerts are a key function that can be sent automatically, thus allowing
interventions on time; it can even be integrated with automated irrigation systems, becoming an efficient solution for modern and precise agriculture.

7. Results and Discussion

Figure 2 shows Output of Soil Nutrients Monitoring Using 10T
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Fig. 2. Output of Soil Nutrients Monitoring Using IOT

Data Obtained by Sensors during Testing

The Soil Nutrients Monitoring Using 10T system was installed in test field to collect data from the soil that is reported by nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P),
potassium (K), soil moisture, and temperature sensors. Real-time continuous data was recorded and then sent to cloud service for analysis.

NPK Sensor: These sensors indicated fluctuations in nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium levels of different types of soils based on the cropping
conditions under which the soil might be situated. For instance, the levels of nitrogen were higher in soils with organic matter; phosphorus varied

corresponding to soil pH and fertility.
Soils Moisture Sensor: The information offered on moisture content in the soils permitted need irrigation monitoring. The moisture content thus varied

with weather and irrigation schedules.
Temperature Sensor: The temperatures matched reasonably well against local weather data, reflecting the daily variation in ambient temperatures and

their relative effects on soil conditions.
The monitoring was done in different cycles that enable the observation of changes over time by the system, hence bringing out beneficial information on

soil health.

Measurement of Nutrient Content and Reliability

The NPK sensor-observed measurements were compared with standard methods using the same soil samples for testing through lab-based chemical
analyses. The lab-based system provided meaningful real- time data yet showed minor discrepancy when intercom paring the NPK sensor readings with
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lab-based results. Such discrepancies may result from environmental factors, calibration, or limitations in resolving nutrient concentration
by the sensor compared to high-precision laboratory-based methods. The accuracy with which the soil moisture and temperature sensors functioned was
quite excellent. During changing irrigation conditions, the soil moisture sensor was in agreement with expected readings, and the temperature sensor
compared very well with local meteorological data, thereby validating its applicability for agricultural monitoring.

Comparison with Traditional Methods of Soil Testing

Traditional soil testing methods involve merely sending the soil samples to laboratory analysis for a series of tests, chemical and physical that check
nutrient levels in the soil. Though relatively accurate, these methods are time- consuming with the result of days in return. This means that the tested
results are low and difficult to keep abreast of the rates of fluctuation in real-time soil conditions.

In contrast, the loT-based system offers continuous, real-time monitoring of soil health, allowing farmers to monitor nutrient levels, soil moisture, and
temperature instantaneously. This constant data stream makes decisions in scenarios like fertilizer application or changes in irrigation schedules quicker
to ensure optimal growth of the crops.

Even though the 10T system would not be comparable to the precision in laboratory experiments it has an excellent advantage when it comes to the time
and periodicity of monitoring. Now farmers can take preventive measures regarding soil fertility, irrigation, and crop health, thus improving productivity
as a whole and minimizing wastage of resources.

Observations on System Performance

The system performance was evaluated in terms of latency, reliability, and data consistency:

Latency: The latency between sensors and the transmission to the cloud platform is minimal, averaging 3-5 seconds, so that real-time monitoring is
enabled. Low latency supports instant feedback- practically very important for farmers as they need to time their changes accordingly.

Reliability: Overall, the system was very reliable with regular data transmission and sensor functionality over extended time periods. The ESP32
microcontroller could transmit data to the cloud without major interruptions. However, there were occasional issues with Wi-Fi connectivity in remote
areas that can be mitigated through the use of local storage or other communication protocols.

Data Coherence: Sensor data was coherent and showed actual trends. It had minor fluctuations that could easily be rationalized using environmental
factors such as temperature or rainfall. The interface handled big data very well and provided consistent feedback without too much lag on updates.

Conclusion

Thus, this application shows its potential real-time monitoring of soil nutrients, moisture, and temperature. The project exhibited such withintheagriculture
sphere to demonstrate this successfully. Such a system, involving the sensors and the ESP32 microcontroller, gives crucial information by which he might
adjust his soil health and manage his crop yields effectively.

This research contributes to sustainable agriculture by providing an all-inclusive, cost-effective solution to soil management- that's costly and labor-
intensive measurement methods traditionally used. Through this, optimization of fertilizer use, resource efficiency, and minimal environment impacts
will be facilitated for farmers.

The potential impact on farming practice is much more significant, as a data-driven decision can better opt for irrigation, fertilization, and crop
management. In turn, such systems can result in a more efficient and environmentally friendly form of farming that answers a global food demand with
minimal ecological footprints. Ultimately, it forms a basis for advanced precision agriculture that enhances the sustainability and productivity of the
agricultural sector.
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