
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (4), April (2025), Page – 13514-13516                                       

 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com  ISSN 2582-7421 

 

The Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023: An Analysis of Its Impact on the 

Indian Criminal Justice System 

Mr. SHAKTISINH V. PARMAR 

Designation: Assistant Professor, C. U. Shah College of Law, 

C. U. Shah University, Surendranagar, Gujarat 

ABSTRACT : 

The Indian Penal Code, 1860, which was enacted during the colonial era, was superseded by the historic Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023. The structural, 

procedural, and philosophical changes made under the BNS are critically examined in this essay, along with their effects on the judiciary, law enforcement, legal 

professionals, victims, and the accused. This study attempts to determine whether BNS actually modernizes India's criminal justice system or just repackages 

preexisting provisions by combining doctrinal analysis, case references, and comparative viewpoints. 
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1. Introduction 

India's criminal law has long been governed by the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860, but a modern legal framework was required due to its colonial origins 

and antiquated provisions. The Indian legislature is making an effort to bring criminal laws into line with modern Indian society and technological 

developments with the introduction of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. This paper aims to analyze the implications of BNS on the Indian criminal 

justice system and whether it addresses the long-standing issues of delays, pendency, and justice delivery. 

2. Historical Context and Need for Reform 

India’s criminal justice system was largely shaped by the British colonial administration. The IPC, while revolutionary for its time, failed to evolve in 

tandem with the rapid changes in Indian society. Over time, it became increasingly evident that a comprehensive overhaul was necessary. Major critiques 

of the IPC included its use of archaic language, overcriminalization, under-protection of victims’ rights, and a lack of gender neutrality. 

 

The Law Commission of India, along with various Parliamentary Committees, highlighted the need for modern, victim-centric, and citizen-friendly laws. 

Several landmark cases and social movements also pushed for reforms in areas such as sedition, custodial torture, and gender justice, ultimately 

contributing to the formulation of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

3. Structural Overview of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 

The 511 sections in the IPC have been replaced by 356 sections in the BNS. By rearranging offenses and bringing penalties into line with contemporary 

values, it streamlines the legal system. Among the noteworthy changes are: 

1. Section 150 BNS, which deals with "acts endangering sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India," has replaced Section 124A IPC, which dealt 

with sedition. 

2. Addition of new offenses like hate crimes, terrorism, and mob lynching. 

3. Terminology for sexual offenses that is gender-neutral. 

4. Extension of community-based sanctions, such as community service for minor infractions. 

5. Combining digital and forensic evidence to stay up to date with crimes involving technology and cyberspace. 
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4. Key Reforms and Innovations 4.1 Sedition Redefined 

The old sedition law, criticized for being misused against dissenters, has been removed. With a higher threshold and intent-based interpretation, Section 

150 now concentrates on actions that directly jeopardize national unity. 

4.2 Provisions Focused on the Victim 

1. A number of victim-friendly reforms are introduced by BNS, including: 

2. Rights to prompt updates and legal assistance that are guaranteed. 

3. Charge sheets must be filed and investigations must be completed on time. 

4. Protection mechanisms for victims and witnesses, particularly in sexual assault and terrorism cases. 

4.3 Efficiency of Procedures 

1. Digital documentation and virtual trials are provided. 

2. For crimes carrying a sentence of seven years or more in prison, forensic evidence is required. 

3. Stringent deadlines for completing trials and filing chargesheets. 

4.4 Restorative justice and community service 

1. To relieve jail overcrowding and maintain proportional justice, non-custodial sanctions such as community service were implemented for minor 

infractions. 

5. Evaluation of the Effect on Stakeholders 

5.1 Investigative and Police Organizations 

To maintain transparency, BNS promotes body cams, forensic equipment, and digital evidence. Now that investigative agencies are subject to stringent 

deadlines, arbitrary detentions and abuses of authority are reduced. 

5.2 Judiciary and Legal Fraternity 

The judiciary is expected to see reduced pendency if the timelines are respected. However, training programs and capacity-building are essential to 

familiarize judges and lawyers with new provisions. 

5.3 The Accused and Victims 

1. Because of time-bound procedures, victims receive better support and relief more quickly. 

2. Accused: Better procedural safeguards, especially under provisions mandating scientific evidence. 

3. Emphasis on rehabilitation and reintegration rather than just punitive measures. 

6. Evaluation of Comparative Law 

A quick comparison with other democracies' criminal codes shows: 

1. UK: Updated definitions of hate crimes and terrorism that are similar to BNS. 

2. USA: BNS now reflects forensic-based prosecutions and a strong victim rights charter. 

3. South Africa: India's community service program is in line with its emphasis on restorative justice. 

4. India seems to be adopting best practices and adapting them to its unique sociopolitical and demographic circumstances. 

7. Rebuttals and Difficulties 

Despite the fact that the BNS is a major advancement, detractors contend: 

1. There is still ambiguity in a number of definitions (such as unity and sovereignty). 

2. Certain offenses have too wide a definition, which could result in overreach. 

3. Virtual trials and digital evidence collection may be hampered by infrastructure limitations, especially in rural areas. 

4. Thousands of ongoing IPC-based trials will need careful transition planning to avoid procedural confusion. 
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8. Conclusion 

After more than 160 years, the colonial-era Indian Penal Code was superseded by the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, marking a significant shift in India's 

legal system. The reform is a real attempt to bring criminal laws into line with the social, technological, and democratic realities of modern-day India 

rather than merely marking a symbolic departure from colonial rule. With this all-encompassing reform, the emphasis will be shifted from only punitive 

measures to a more balanced strategy that includes victim justice, reformation, deterrence, and procedural efficiency. 

The BNS's emphasis on victim-centric justice is one of its major accomplishments. The BNS aims to address the long-standing complaint that victims 

are underrepresented in the criminal justice system by enforcing time-bound procedures, extending victim rights, and implementing protective 

mechanisms. Additionally, the introduction of community service and the decriminalization of some minor offenses support restorative justice, which 

reflects a more progressive and compassionate approach to criminal jurisprudence. 

The removal of archaic provisions such as the colonial sedition law and the inclusion of offences relevant to contemporary challenges—such as mob 

lynching, hate crimes, and cyber-related offences—make the code timely and responsive. Procedural reforms like mandatory forensic evidence and 

provisions for digital trials can significantly enhance the transparency and speed of the judicial process. However, this requires strong infrastructural and 

technological support, especially in rural and underdeveloped regions. 

Notwithstanding these advantages, there are some difficulties in putting BNS into practice. Certain offenses have ambiguous definitions that, if not 

carefully interpreted, could result in judicial overreach or abuse by law enforcement. The transition from IPC to BNS will necessitate massive training 

efforts for judges, lawyers, and police personnel. Without this capacity-building, the risk of misapplication or confusion in ongoing trials persists. 

Moreover, public awareness remains low. The nature of new offenses, procedural changes, and citizens' rights must all be explained. Legal literacy 

campaigns, especially in regional languages, will be critical in making this reform inclusive and participatory. 

Suggestions: 

1. To acquaint prosecutors, police departments, and judicial officers with the BNS, conduct frequent training sessions and certification courses. 

2. Provide citizens with multilingual guides and online resources that clearly explain the main clauses and their ramifications. 

3. To make the implementation of digital and forensic procedures easier, bolster courtroom technology, digital infrastructure, and forensic labs. 

4. Establish monitoring bodies to track the progress of BNS implementation and recommend timely amendments based on feedback from 

stakeholders. 

5. Encourage legal aid clinics and law colleges to engage in grassroots legal awareness initiatives focused on BNS. 

In conclusion, while the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita is a welcome and much-needed reform, its real test lies in consistent implementation, public awareness, 

and adaptability. If executed with vision and care, the BNS can usher 
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