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A B S T R A C T : 

Graph theory has become a robust mathematical tool for modeling and analyzing complex systems in many scientific fields. This revie w discusses the applications 

of graph theory in neuroscience, computer science, physics, and other real-world applications, emphasizing its potential for cross-disciplinary integration. In 

neuroscience, graph metrics like clustering coefficient, path length, and small-world properties have been used to investigate functional brain connectivity with 

EEG, shedding light on aging, epilepsy, and Alzheimer's disease. Computer science depends significantly on graph theory in designing algorithms, data structures,  

software engineering, and cryptography, with new uses in big data, AI, and cybersecurity. In physics, graphs have been employed to model and describe phase 

transitions, networked interactions, and statistical mechanics via the Ising model, percolation theory, and Mobius inversion.  Graph theory also has extensive 

applications in biology, chemistry, transport systems, image processing, social networks, resource allocation, routing, optimization, and pattern recognition. But 

this review points out some gaps in research, such as the requirement for integrated frameworks, lack of exploitation of weighted and dynamic graphs, sparse real-

world validations, difficulty in processing big graph data, and the potential for exploration in new areas such as quantum computing and brain-computer interfaces. 

Future studies must prioritize the creation of scalable, integrated graph tools and collaborative efforts between disciplines to maximize the potential of graph theory 

to address intricate real-world issues. 
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Introduction 

Graph theory, as a mathematical discipline, has been widely researched and utilized across different fields, such as computer science, biology, and social 

sciences. Familiarity with the applications of graph theory in real-world situations is important for improving research and creating innovative 

solutions in different fields. Past research has shown the power of graph theory in modelling complex networks, algorithm optimization, and solving 

real-world problems. In spite of a vast amount of research work carried out on graph theory, as yet, few comprehensive 

reviews systematically investigate its applications in various areas. 

Research Design The research utilizes a review design in analysing the use of graph theory in different real-world situations and designated fields. 

Research Method A systematic method was used to find, assess, and synthesize available studies on the use of graph theory. Literature 

Review A thorough literature review was done to obtain available research and information on the application of graph theory in real-world applications. 

Study Participants No direct participants for the study, but rather reviews of already-published research papers were analysed. Inclusion Criteria Studies 

were only included if they explained the implementation of graph theory in real applications and fields such as biology, social networks, and 

transportation. Exclusion Criteria Articles were discarded if they offered no empirical results or were in any language but English. Data Collection Data 

was gathered by a comprehensive search of electronic databases, such as PubMed, Google Scholar, and Web of Science. Data Analysis 

The data gathered was evaluated using thematic analysis to determine the prevalent themes and patterns in the use of graph theory. Statistical Analysis 

Descriptive statistics were used to provide a summary of the frequency and distribution of different uses of graph theory across fields. Approval 

Statement/Ethics Statement No ethical approval was needed for this study because it is a literature review. Informed Consent Statement Because the 

study did not engage human subjects, informed consent did not apply. The participants in the study were 

different research articles and papers that utilized graph theory in various real-world applications and domains. Literature Review The literature 

review was centered on the identification of major studies that investigated the use of graph theory in domains like biology, computer science, and social 

networks. Data Analysis The data analysis entailed systematically classifying and analyzing the methodologies and results reported in the chosen studies. 

 

• Graph (G): A graph is an ordered pair G=(V,E)G = (V, E) G=(V,E), in which: no V is a non-empty set of vertices (alternatively called nodes), 

no E is a set of edges, which are unordered (or ordered) pairs of vertices. 

 

• Vertex (Node): A building block of a graph denoting an object or entity. 
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• Edge (Link): A link between two vertices, denoting a relationship or interaction. 

Types of Graphs  

•Undirected Graph: A graph whose edges are undirected; edge (u, v) is identical to (v, u). 

 

•Directed Graph (Digraph): A graph whose edges are directed; edge (u, v) from u to v. 

 

•Weighted Graph: Every edge is assigned a numerical value (weight), typically to indicate cost, distance, or interaction strength. 

 

•Unweighted Graph: All edges are uniform with no weights assigned. 

 

• A simple graph: A graph with no loops or more than one edge. 

 

• A multigraph: A graph which can have multiple edges (parallel edges) connecting the same pair of vertices. 

 

• A loop: An edge joining a vertex to itself. 

Special Graph Structures  

• A complete graph (Kₙ): Each pair of distinct vertices is joined by exactly one edge. 

                       

 

 

Bipartite Graph: Vertices can be divided into two disjoint sets such that edges only connect nodes from different sets.  

                                  

   

 

 

 

 

 Cycle Graph: A graph where vertices are connected in a closed chain. 
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 Tree: A connected, acyclic graph. 

 

                          

Subgraph: A graph created from a subset of the vertices and edges of another graph. 

Major Graph Theory Measures 

• Degree: The number of edges incident to a vertex. In directed graphs, it comprises: 

o In-degree: Number of edges into the vertex. 

o Out-degree: Number of edges out of the vertex. 

 

• Path: An ordering of vertices connected by edges. 

 

• Cycle: A path beginning and ending at the same vertex. 

 

• Connected Graph: A graph for which there is a path connecting each pair of vertices. 

• Clustering Coefficient: It measures the extent to which nodes cluster. 

• Shortest Path: The least number of edges or minimum weight to travel from one node to another. 

Here introduces the paper, and put a nomenclature if necessary, in a box with the same font size as the rest of the paper. The paragraphs continue from 

here and are only separated by headings, subheadings, images and formulae. The section headings are arranged by numbers, bold and 9.5 pt. Here follows 

further instructions for authors. 

Applications of Graph Theory in Various Field 

Brain Connectivity (EEG analysis) 

Functional connectivity is defined as temporal correlation between distant regions of the brain. Electroencephalography (EEG), with its high temporal 

resolution and low cost, has emerged as a popular modality to study such connectivity. Graph theory provides an elegant mathematical framework 

to model and examine functional networks, making it possible for scientists to quantitatively describe brain 

organization during both normal and disease states. EEG recordings are performed on standard montages (e.g., 19, 32, or 64 electrodes). 

Preprocessing involves artifact rejection (e.g., ocular and muscular noise), epochal segmentation, and filtering into frequency bands (delta, theta, alpha, 

beta, gamma).  

Connectivity matrix is projected onto the graph G=(V,E)G = (V, E)G=(V,E), where: 

• Nodes (V) correspond to EEG electrodes or cortical areas. 

• Edges (E) correspond to functional associations, with weights given by the strength of connectivity. 

The resultant structure is a weighted, undirected graph, since the majority of EEG-derived connections are symmetric and non-directional. 

Graph theory-based EEG connectivity analysis offers a strong platform for assessing the brain's functional 

architecture. It does a good job in distinguishing healthy aging from diseases like Alzheimer's disease and epilepsy. 

This technique improves our insight into brain network changes and holds important clinical values for diagnosis and treatment planning. 

 

Disease Diagnosis in Neuroscience 

Alzheimer's disease (AD) is a progressive neurodegenerative condition that affects millions of people across the globe, and early diagnosis 

is imperative for intervention and treatment. Graph theory offers a strong platform to measure the topological organization of functional brain networks 

and to discover biomarkers for differentiation between healthy aging, mild cognitive impairment (MCI), and Alzheimer's disease. EEG-based functional 

connectivity analysis with graph metrics provides a cost-effective, non-invasive tool to measure neural dysfunction at the systems level.  
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EEG signals represent electrical activity throughout the cortex and can be converted into brain networks where: 

• Nodes = EEG electrodes or respective brain areas 

 Edges = Functional connectivity (e.g., coherence, phase-locking) between nodes 

These networks are generally represented as weighted, undirected graphs and tested for their small-world characteristics—a compromise between local 

specialization and global integration that defines normal brain functioning. 

Graph theory offers a quantitative framework for understanding the nuanced but profound reorganization of brain 

network structure underlying neurodegeneration. Decreases in local clustering, longer path lengths, and loss of small-

world structure are potential biomarkers to differentiate among healthy aging, MCI, and Alzheimer's disease. The network view fills an important niche 

alongside conventional neuroimaging and has great promise for enhancing early diagnosis and treatment planning in clinical neuroscience. 

 

Algorithm Design in CS  

Graph theory is the basis for numerous fundamental data structures and algorithms in computer science. It offers a set of problem-

solving techniques for connectivity, traversal, and optimization-related problems. Depth-First Search (DFS) and Breadth-First Search (BFS) are some of 

the algorithms utilized for traversing graphs, while the shortest path in weighted, directed graphs is calculated by Dijkstra's algorithm. Minimum 

Spanning Tree algorithms such as Kruskal's and Prim's are used in weighted, undirected graphs to minimize network connections. These graph-based 

algorithms are used extensively in web crawling, network routing, social network analysis, and AI pathfinding. Graphs can be stored using adjacency 

matrices or lists, depending on the application. Graph theory is essentially the foundation 

for many fundamental computational techniques employed in contemporary technology. 

Cryptography 

Graph theory is useful in cryptography, especially in secure communications, public key infrastructures, and upcoming quantum 

cryptography. Tree architecture and directed graphs are used to represent key hierarchies, trust relations, and access controls. For instance, cryptographic 

key distribution can be described as a key tree with nodes representing users or devices and edges representing trust or delegation paths. Dependency 

graphs are also utilized to control cryptographic dependencies and protocol flows. In quantum cryptography, graph-

theoretic methods are applied to construct secure quantum networks and study entanglement structures. These applications emphasize the significance of 

graph models in providing data confidentiality, integrity, and secure key management in contemporary cryptographic systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

                                                       

 

 

 

Social Network Analysis 

Social Network Analysis (SNA) employs graph theory to analyse interactions and relations between users on sites such as Facebook and Twitter. Users 

are nodes, and their interactions (e.g., follows, mentions, replies) are edges. Such networks are typically described as directed 

graphs, particularly on sites such as Twitter in which the connections are one-way. To show interaction intensities, edges may be 

weighted, creating valued graphs. Influential users and key connectors are identified through key metrics such as degree, betweenness, and eigenvector 

centrality. Community detection identifies clusters of closely connected users, and diffusion models model how information diffuses through the 

network. SNA enables applications in marketing, public health, and information tracking, although it also poses challenges in terms of privacy, scale, and 

dynamic change.[1] 
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Ising Model in Physics 

The Ising Model is a physical mathematical model for examining phase transitions, magnetism, and energy distribution in a material. It is a representation 

of atoms or spins on a lattice graph, often a regular square or three-dimensional cubic grid where each vertex is a spin that can exist in one of two states 

(e.g., up or down). Edges between adjacent spins enable interactions that affect the total energy of the system. The model enables the study of how local 

interactions produce large-scale phenomena such as magnetization and critical behaviour near phase transitions.[2] 

 

Percolation Theory 

Percolation Theory describes the conduct of linked clusters in a random medium and is used 

to represent spreading phenomena like fluid movement through porous media or the spread of disease in populations. It tends to employ random graphs 

or bond percolation graphs in which each edge occurs with probability ppp. These plots mimic the way connectivity develops or dissolves as 

ppp varies, in order to pick out thresholds for which large-scale connectivity (or percolation) takes place. This concept is central in the study of critical 

points across systems from materials science to disease epidemiology.[3] 

 

Graph Colouring 

Graph Colouring is a method applied to solve scheduling problems, frequency assignment, map colouring, and other constraint satisfaction problems. 

It is the process of colouring the vertices of an undirected graph so that no two neighbouring vertices have the same colour. 

The aim is usually to find the minimum number of colours used, which is referred to as the chromatic number of the graph. This method ensures that 

conflicting components (such as overlapping tasks or adjacent areas) are treated separately, and therefore it is a strong tool 

for conflict avoidance and resource allocation. [4] 

                                                                          

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transportation and Routing 

Transportation and Routing problems are concerned with the optimization of routes for logistics, public transportation networks, and air 

traffic control. They are represented as weighted directed graphs in which nodes are locations like cities or stations and edges are routes with weights 

like time, cost, or distance. Dijkstra's or A* algorithms are typically used to compute the optimal routes. This graph-based method allows efficient route 

planning, cost savings, and optimized use of resources on different transport networks.[5] 

 

Biology & Chemistry (e.g., molecular networks) 

Graph theory in biology and chemistry aids in modelling advanced systems like metabolic pathways, protein-protein interaction networks, and chemical 

compounds. These 

systems usually take the form of trees or undirected graphs where edges can denote chemical bonds or biological interactions and nodes for atoms, prot

eins, or molecules. The presentation is helpful when analyzing molecular structure, comprehending reaction pathways, 

and finding dominant components in bio-networks. It finds its application particularly in drug discovery, systems biology, and bioinformatics.[6] 

 

Image Processing & Segmentation 

Graph theory is employed in image segmentation and processing to cluster neighboring pixels that are similar and identify object boundaries in digital 

images. Images are represented as valued graphs or Region Adjacency Graphs (RAGs), with nodes and edges corresponding to pixels or regions, and 

edges connecting adjacent nodes. Edge weights convey the similarity between pixels or regions, for example, colour, intensity, or 

texture. Methods such as spectral clustering and graph cuts exploit such graphs for segmentation of well-defined regions so that precise analysis can be 

facilitated by computer vision algorithms.[7] 
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Conclusion: 

Graph theory has come to be an influential transdisciplinary tool for model building, analysis, and understanding of sophisticated challenges in scientific 

and technological areas. In this survey, we have integrated graph theory applications to neuroscience, computer science, physics, and systems. 

Each domain is based on special graph structures like weighted, oriented, or lattice networks suited to the kind of problem that concerns them. 

Briefly speaking, graph theory is not merely a mathematical concept but also a common language across fields. Its power to simplify 

and decrypt intricate systems positions it as an essential tool for both theoretical exploration and everyday innovation.                                          
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