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ABSTRACT : 

The Smart Drainage Early Blockage Detection System is a proactive monitoring solution designed to detect blockages and potential hazards in drainage systems 

before they escalate. Using a network of sensors—including gas, temperature, and ultrasonic sensors—the system continuously tracks water levels, hazardous gases, 

and temperature variations within drainage networks. Real-time data from these sensors is processed by a microcontroller, which activates GPS tracking and sends 

alerts via GSM to maintenance teams when abnormal conditions are detected. This early warning system minimizes risks such as flooding, environmental 

contamination, and infrastructure damage, allowing for timely intervention and more efficient resource management. By combining real-time monitoring, automated 

alerts, and data-driven maintenance planning, the Smart Drainage Early Blockage Detection System enhances public safety, protects infrastructure, and supports 

environmental sustainability, making it an invaluable tool for modern urban and industrial drainage management.   
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Introduction 

Urban drainage systems play a critical role in managing stormwater runoff and preventing floods in urban areas. However, these systems face numerous 

challenges, including aging infrastructure, urbanization, and the increasing frequency of extreme weather events due to climate change. One of the most 

common issues affecting drainage systems is blockages, which can lead to localized flooding, property damage, and public health risks. Traditional 

methods of detecting blockages often rely on manual inspections, which are time-consuming, costly, and reactive in nature.To address these challenges 

and enhance the resilience of urban drainage infrastructure, innovative approaches utilizing smart technologies have emerged. These approaches aim to 

leverage advanced sensor technologies, real-time monitoring, and data analytics to enable early detection and proactive management of drainage 

blockages. In particular, the integration of temperature sensors, ultrasonic sensors, gas sensors, GPS tracking, GSM communication, and Internet of 

Things (IoT) connectivity offers a promising solution to the problem of drainage blockages.The introduction of temperature sensors within the drainage 

network provides valuable insights into the thermal characteristics of the system.  

Changes in temperature patterns can indicate the presence of blockages caused by debris accumulation, sediment buildup, or structural defects. By 

monitoring temperature variations in real-time, authorities can identify potential blockage hotspots and prioritize maintenance activities 

accordingly.Ultrasonic sensors are another essential component of smart drainage early blockage detection systems. These sensors measure water levels, 

flow rates, and velocity within the drainage network, enabling the detec-tion of abnormal flow patterns or obstructions. By continuously monitoring these 

parameters, the system can detect blockages as they occur and alert relevant stakeholders in real-time, facilitating timely intervention and maintenance.Gas 

sensors are deployed to detect the presence of gases such as methane or hydrogen sulfide within the drainage network.  

METHODOLOGY 

1. System Design and Requirements Specification: - Outline the functional requirements, including blockage detection sensitivity, waterproofing 

standards, and energy efficiency. - Design a blueprint for the hardware setup, specifying sensor placement, wiring layout, and casing requirements to 

protect from environmental exposure. 

Component Selection: - Choose appropriate sensors based on requirements: - Ultrasonic Sensors for detecting water level changes due to blockages. - 

Flow Sensors to measure the flow rate, which decreases if a blockage occurs. - Debris Sensors or infrared sensors to detect the presence of objects or 

sediment. - Select a microcontroller (e.g., Arduino or Raspberry Pi) for data processing and transmission.  

3. Circuit Design and Assembly: - Create a schematic for connecting sensors to the microcontroller and ensure that power requirements are met for all 

components. - Solder and assemble the components on a PCB or breadboard, arranging waterproof enclosures where necessary.  

4. Firmware Development: - Write code in Embedded C or Arduino IDE to read sensor data, filter out noise, and set conditions for alerting when 

blockage thresholds are reached. - Implement basic data logging on the microcontroller to track blockage events and relay information to any external 

interfaces (e.g., display screen or app).  

http://www.ijrpr.com/


International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (4), April (2025) Page –5240-5244                         5241 

 

 

5. Prototype Testing: - Test the assembled prototype in a controlled environment with simulated drainage conditions. - Adjust sensor sensitivity, 

waterproofing, and placement as needed based on test results.  

6. Calibration and Threshold Adjustment: - Calibrate sensors to accurately detect early blockages by adjusting sensitivity settings. - Define data 

thresholds based on flow rate, water level, and debris accumulation to trigger alerts.  

7. Field Deployment and Real-world Testing: - Deploy the hardware in an actual drainage environment for real-world testing. - Monitor its performance, 

validate the reliability of blockage detection, and make further adjustments if required. 

LITERATURE SURVEY 

[1] Smart Drainage System: India has making the smart cities. Making the smart cities require smart things to full fill the requirement of smart drainage 

in smart cities. We all are known to make city clean we have to focus on our drainage system. Due to the smart drainage system we are able to make the 

city. clean properly at time to time. Mostly at rainy season the problem are occur in drainage like many blockages, dangerous gases and high temperature 

etcMostly at rainy season the problem are occur in drainage like many blockages, dangerous gases and high temperature etc. Due to the industrial Area 

dangerous gases and high temperature are created in the drainage which is harmful to the worker. Taking in the mind high temperature, bad gases and 

blockages are detected by our System to take care the safety of worker as well as clean the city well with underground drainage. 

 

2] Smart Drainage System Using IOT: This project aims to address the challenges of human-driven well maintenance, which can be environmentally 

burdensome and logistically difficult. Instead, the project focuses on developing an intelligent drainage system using Internet of Things (IoT) technology. 

In this system, sensors are placed in wells to monitor water levels, sediment accumulation and other important factors. The data collected by these sensors 

is transmitted to the administrative center of the city government through an Android application. This allows for a quick response to potential problems 

and puts public safety first. By implementing IoT sensors, the system ensures continuous monitoring of drainage parameters and provides valuable real - 

time information. integrating data analysis and intelligent controls, it optimizes the performance of sewer networks, reduces maintenance costs and 

improves flood control measures. Ultimately, this project aims to create a resilient and sustainable urban environment while demonstrating the 

transformative potential of IoT in urban infrastructure. 

 

[3] Smart Drainage Monitoring and Controlling System Using IOT: The underground drainage system is an important component of urban 

infrastructure. It is considered to be city’s lifeline. Most management on underground drainage is manual therefore it is not  efficient to have clean and 

working underground system also in such big cities, it is difficult for the government personnel to locate the exact manhole which is facing the problem. 

Therefore, it is essential to develop a system which can handle underground drainage without human intervention. UndergroundDrainage involves 

sewerage system, gas pipeline network, water pipeline, and manholes. This project describes various functions used for maintenance and monitoring of 

underground and road-sided drainage system. It provides a system which is able to monitor the water level, atmospheric temperature, water flow and 

toxic gasses. If drainage system gets blocked and water overflows it can be identified by the sensor system.  

 

4] Smart Drainage System using Zig Bee and IoT: Early detection of drainage leakages are utmost important to avoid mixing with pure water. Leaving 

a clogged pipe unattended can prompt expanded pressure inside pipes, which would then be able to split and blast. This leads to an expensive problem 

that can cause significant damage. The other major problem faced mostly during rainy season is breeding of pests at roads due to drainage overflow which 

causes several waters borne diseases. Besides the traditional methods of identifying a leakage which incurs a high cost but low efficiency, this project 

presents with flow sensor and ultrasonic sensor which detects leakage and overflow respectively with the help of Wireless Sensor Network (WSN) which 

is based on ZigBee technology and Internet of Things (IOT) and an alert is sent through the mobile app to the authorities in Municipal Corporation prior 

overflow or any blockage to avoid leakage.  

COMPONENT DESCIPTION 

1. Microcontroller (e.g., Arduino/ESP32): Acts as the brain of the system, processing input from sensors and controlling outputs like alarms or displays. 

It ensures real-time monitoring and decision-making by running preloaded code for blockage detection. 

 

2. Ultrasonic Sensor:  Measures water levels and flow rates by emitting ultrasonic waves and calculating the time taken for the echo to return. It helps 

detect unusual water levels, indicating potential blockages. 

 

3. Water Flow Sensor:   Measures the speed and quantity of water flow in drainage pipes. A significant drop in flow rate may signal a blockage forming 

in the system. 

 

4. Temperature and Humidity Sensor:  Monitors environmental conditions to assess the likelihood of debris buildup or the presence of conditions that 

might exacerbate blockages. 

 

5. Buzzer or Alarm System:  Provides an audio alert when irregularities, such as reduced water flow or rising levels, are detected. It helps in immediate 

action to prevent major blockages. 
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6. Wi-Fi Module (e.g., ESP8266):  Enables remote monitoring by transmitting data to a mobile application or web platform, allowing users to track 

drainage conditions in real-time. 

 

7. Power Supply Unit:     Supplies consistent power to the entire system, ensuring uninterrupted operation. It may include batteries or be connected to a 

main power source. 

 

8. Display Unit (e.g., LCD or OLED): Displays real-time drainage data such as water flow rate, levels, and blockage status, making it easier for on-site 

operators to interpret the system's status. 

 

BLOCK DIAGRAM  

The proposed system for underground drainage monitoring integrates GPS sensor nodes, a network coordinator, and cloud storage, facilitated by a 

graphical user interface (GUI) for data analysis. The system operates by first sensing physical parameters using various sensors such as ultrasonic, 

temperature, and gas sensors, which are interfaced with an Arduino Uno. These sensors measure specific parameters such as water levels, temperature, 

and gas concentrations within the drainage system. Additionally, the Arduino Uno updates the live sensor values from all manholes within the respective 

area using Internet of Things (IoT) technology. 

 
Fig: Block Diagram of Proposed System 

 

This en-ables real-time monitoring of the drainage system’s condition and facilitates proactive maintenance and management. The proposed system for 

underground drainage monitoring comprises GPS sensor nodes, a network coordinator, and cloud storage, complemented by a graphical user interface 

(GUI) for data analysis and visualization. The system operates by deploying a network of GPS sensor nodes strategically placed within the underground 

drainage infrastructure. These sensor nodes are equipped with various sensors, including ultrasonic sensors for water level measurement, temperature 

sensors for detecting temperature variations, and gas sensors for monitoring gas concentrations within the drainage system. As the sensors detect changes 

in the physical parameters, they convert these measurements into corresponding voltage levels, which are then processed by the Arduino Uno 

microcontroller. The Arduino Uno acts as a central processing unit, collecting, analyzing, and aggregating the sensor data. When the sensor readings 

surpass predetermined thresholds, indicating potential issues such as blockages or leaks, the Arduino Uno initiates a response mechanism. The response 

mechanism involves transmitting the detected sensor values and the location of the affected manhole to the municipal corporation via GSM (Global 

System for Mobile Communications). This communication enables municipal authorities to swiftly identify the precise location of the problem and 

undertake necessary corrective actions to mitigate potential risks and ensure the uninterrupted functioning of the drainage system. Furthermore, the 

Arduino Uno utilizes IoT (Internet of Things) technology to update real-time sensor data from all manholes within the respective area. This data is 

transmitted to the cloud storage platform, Blynk, which serves as a centralized repository for storing and visualizing the sensor data and GPS locations. 

The network coordinator plays a vital role in managing the network infrastructure, ensuring seamless communication between the sensor nodes, Arduino 

Uno, and cloud storage. 
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FLOW AND IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Fig: Flow of the system 

The Smart Drainage Early Blockage Detection System is designed to continuously monitor drainage networks for potential blockages and hazards using 

a range of sensors and communication modules. The system begins with a **PowerUp** phase, where all hardware components—such as sensors, 

microcontroller, GPS, GSM module, and LCD screen—are powered on and initialized to ensure they are ready for operation. Once activated, the system 

displays a message, such as “Drainage Monitoring System”, on the LCD screen, confirming its readiness. The system is equipped with various sensors 

to monitor conditions within the drainage network, including a Gas Sensor for detecting hazardous gas buildup, a Temperature Sensor for monitoring 

unusual temperature changes that could indicate chemical reactions or equipment malfunctions, and an Ultrasonic Sensor to track water levels. These 

sensors provide a comprehensive view of the drainage system’s health. The microcontroller continuously collects real-time data from these sensors, 

monitoring for any changes that might suggest a problem. If the drainage system is operating normally, with all sensor readings within preset thresholds, 

the system simply continues monitoring without raising any alerts. However, if any sensor readings exceed their threshold values—such as gas 

concentration, temperature spikes, or abnormal water levels—this triggers the system to initiate further action. When abnormal conditions are detected, 

the GPS module is activated to pinpoint the exact location within the drainage system where the issue has been identified. This information is then relayed 

through the GSM Module, which sends a message containing the GPS coordinates and sensor readings to a designated mobile number or central 

monitoring station. This real-time notification ensures that maintenance teams are informed immediately, allowing them to respond swiftly and address 

the issue before it escalates. In addition to automated alerts, the system displays real-time sensor data on the LCD screen, making it easy for on-site 

personnel or inspectors to assess conditions without additional equipment. This combination of continuous monitoring, location tracking, and alerting 
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provides a proactive solution for drainage management, helping prevent issues like flooding, pollution, and safety hazards. The system’s ability to track 

and send data ensures efficient drainage system maintenance and minimizes the likelihood of costly emergency repairs.  

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the Smart Drainage Early Blockage Detection System is a vital innovation for modern drainage infrastructure, combining sensor technology 

and IoT communication to deliver real-time, proactive monitoring. By enabling early detection of blockages and other hazards, the system helps mitigate 

risks associated with drainage failure, such as flooding, property damage, and health hazards. It promotes timely maintenance and reduces long-term 

repair costs, contributing to a safer, more sustainable urban environment. The successful implementation of this system will enhance the efficiency of 

drainage management, ensuring that drainage networks remain operational and resilient under varying conditions.Anyone lacking technical expertise does 

not need to operate this robot; it is really easy to use. It might lead to less waste than manual operation. 
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