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ABSTRACT

In India, where greater than 50% of the population is below the age of twenty-five, a gross enrolment ratio of 26.3 in higher education is itself relatively indicative
of the unequal get entry to to higher training in the country. This paper is centered upon bringing into mild the a variety of forms of inequalities in the “participation
in higher education”, “attainment in greater education” and “labour market effect of the educated” in the country. Based on secondary data from quite a number
sources, the paper studies unique measures of enrolment, share adults finished greater education, outturn percentages, and educated unemployment rates, across
gender, caste, faith and economic businesses and computes coefficient of inequality to provide evidence of marginalization of the beneath — privileged groups.
Furthermore, records suggests heavy dependence on mortgage financing of higher training which further aggravates the situation. Thus, the paper concludes that,
in a country the place bulk of the population is younger and aspiring to enter higher education, on the spot policies should bridge the gap, or else these inequalities
will replicate in every other thing of the Indian society that can heavily burden our future.

Keywords: inequality, higher education, coefficient of inequality, gender gap, backward caste, marginalization through religion

1. Introduction

Higher schooling in India accelerated at a very speedy rate post-Independence and particularly over the closing two decades. The range of greater training
establishments in India has considered extra than fifty-fold increase in the ultimate six and half of decades. Table 1.1 offers a photograph of the massive
enlargement over time. The range of universities and colleges have accelerated manifold, whilst gross enrolment ratio has moreover elevated many
instances over the length from 2000-2022 to 2023-24.

But have the blessings reached all the corners of the society of India? Some argue that the advantages of growth have trickled down to the limit strata of
the society, whilst some are of the view that higher training is inherently an unique field. We can't deny that the greater unique increase in larger education
has enabled us to reap self-reliance in manpower needs and even export manpower to the ultimate countries. We have to admit that a highly elitist and
restrained greater education system has now come to be reachable to many of the weaker sections of the society.

Year Central State Deemed Institute Private Total Colleges | Enrolments | GER(%)
University University University University (in
Millions)

2000-2003 | O 1 0 5 2 8 120 0.2 4.2
2003-2006 | O 1 0 7 3 11 139 0.6 4.7
2006-2009 | O 2 2 8 5 17 174 2 5.9
2009-2012 | 1 3 2 10 5 21 500 28 8.1
2012-2015 | 1 4 2 12 6 25 1277 44 11.6
2015-2018 | 1 4 2 15 8 30 3125 8.2 25.2
2018-2021 | 1 5 2 20 9 37 4550 11.6 25.8
2021-2024 | 1 5 2 25 12 43 5052 29.8 28.6

Source: www.edudindia.com
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Tablel — Expansion of Higher Education in concern state a snapshot
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Figure 1 — Expansion of Higher Education in concern state a snapshot

Today about 40% of the college students in larger education are ladies and about one-third of the enrolment is from the weaker socio-economic strata of
the society. However, no count number the fact that the GER has almost doubled from 1990-91 to 2017-18, however signs and symptoms and signs of
marginalisation do exist. In a united states the location greater than 50% of the populace is below the age of twenty-five, a GER of 26.3 is specially
indicative of the unequal get proper of entry to to higher training in the country. Growth in GER is uneven throughout the inter-social companies of the
population, throughout the economic organizations of the society. But in a ,,Society for All*, focal factor ought to be made on advancing the chances to
each and every phase of the united states and consequently affirmative insurance policies that intention to empower the marginalized human beings and
the involuntarily excluded ones from larger education want to be made. Therefore, it is a ought to to examine about the extent of marginalization that is
presently afflicting the greater schooling area of India. Now, time has come to delve deeper into the evaluation of whether or not the increase is, at all,
inclusive as some distance as increased training is concerned, and this paper is dedicated to that cause. The paper is organized in the following manner -
area two states the lookup questions and objectives, section three describes the statistics and methodology, whilst part four offers the penalties and region
5 the conclusion. References referred to in the textual content material are beneath the References section.

2. Research Questions and Objectives

The question to seem to be into inclusive growth boils down to asking “Are all sections of the Indian society taking part in the fruits of greater education
equally? Or, is it that get admission to to larger training is nevertheless a delusion for many aspiring candidates from the backward sections of the society?”
Thus, this paper deeply analyses the extent of marginalization prevailing during gender, caste, religion, financial groups, as moreover speedy privatisation,
escalating prices and large personal loan financing which manifest to be each and every different structure of marginalization.

3. Data and Methodology
3.1 Data: The chapter depends on secondary statistics from the following sources:

(a) Data on Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is obtained from [2] AISHE 2018-19. Using the data of [6] NSSO 71st spherical which was once an giant
survey on education, the internet enrolment ratio has been calculated. Some information is taken from the paper via [7] Tilak (2015). Also, eligible
enrolment ratios and transition fees to greater training have been calculated via capacity of collecting the records on excessive college stage enrolment
and completion of excessive college stage education, the use of [8] Educational Statistics at a Glance (ESAG 2018).

(b) Higher Education Attainment and Outturn/ pass-out data is obtained from [7] Tilak (2015), [8] ESAG (2018) and [2] — [5] AISHE (various years).

(c) Labour market end result is received from [9] Report on Education, Skill Development and Labour Force (2015-16). (d) Data on privatisation is
received from [2] — [5] AISHE and [10] Agarwal (2009). (e) Data on mortgage financing is bought from the paper via capability of [11] Rani (2016)
supplemented with the records from [12]-[15] Basic Statistical Returns of Scheduled Commercial Banks Vol. 44-47.
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3.2 Methodology:

(i) Extent of marginalization has been studied in the course of gender, caste, religion, financial groups. This factor has been studied from two angles —
absolute phrases and relative phrases and with the help of three most essential parameters of higher education participation, greater training attainment
and labour market outcome.

(a) Higher schooling participation symptoms taken are the following:
(i) Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) (students enrolled in increased education, regardless of age, as a share of the populace of the age group 18-23),

(ii) Net Enrolment ratio (the percentage of the university college students of the age 18-23 enrolled into increased training as a share of the populace of
the age group 18-23, therefore displaying the tiers of illustration of populace in increased education),

(iii) Eligible Enrolment Ratio (students enrolled in larger coaching as a share of immoderate college graduates, that is, people who are eligible to enter
greater education),

(iv) Transition Rates (entrants in greater training as a share of entrants to senior / pinnacle secondary school education),

(b) Higher Education Attainment indicator is the percentage of grownup populace who finished greater schooling over the years and moreover the share
of eligible populace coming out with completed diploma (outturn ratio).

(c) Labour market outcome indicator is the skilled unemployment charge for graduates and post-graduates (absorption of the trained in the labour market).
A easy measure of inequality is estimated to take a seem at the dispositions in inequality. Coefficient of inequality is the ratio of the recognition of the
concerned team in relation to the most privileged group. For example, coefficient of inequality in GER is C= GERm/ GERI, the location m is the most
privileged crew and i is the applicable group.

l. (ii) The speedy privatisation is traced out thru plotting the increase of non-public HEIs and enrolment in non-public HEIs.

1. (iii) The extent of mortgage financing is studied as a share of authorities expenditure on greater education.

4 Results and Discussion

4.1 Overall Achievement in increased education:

Figures 1 —7 signify the commonplace graphic of India with respect to the above chosen indicators. GER shows that in 1983-84 a meagre 7.67% of the
18- 23 populace attended higher education, at the same time as it is 25.8% in 2017-18. So, GER has prolonged manifold, showing the higher participation
of the populace in higher education. In contrast, net enrolment ratio is outstanding slowly, with 8.6% in 2000 and 10.18 p.c in 2004-05. Eligible enrolment
ratio suggests that in 2004- 5 fully 52.6% of the immoderate university pass-outs entered into larger education, while the final may additionally have left
for turning into a member of labour force, or marriage for women, or ineligibility. The super factor is that the eligible enrolment ratio improved sharply
t0 92.5% in 2009-10 and in modern times it is above 100%, consequently painting a very terrific picture. Almost all of the immoderate college passouts
now be section of higher education. Above a hundred percentage suggests that some from previous 12 months have re-enrolled, some from remote places
have enrolled and moreover from one-of-a-kind agegroups have come into larger education. Transition charge has moreover been noticeably good. Higher
Education Attainment suggests consistent growth till 2009-10, on the different hand has fallen in 2013-14, as a result indicating the case of upward jostle
in dropouts from larger education. Educated Unemployment on the different hand is rocketing with 10% for Graduates and 9.8% for post-graduates, for
this purpose showing the susceptible capability of the Indian monetary gadget to soak up the skilled human beings into jobs. Outturn as a percentage of
eligible populace is developing marginally over time
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Figure2 — Overall Achievement in GER
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Figure4 — Women Ratio in HEI



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 3, pp 10311-10317 March 2025 10315

Eligible Enrollment Ratio

H2000-2002 ®W2023-2024

55 543

Male Female

Figure 5 — Eligible Enrolment Ratio

Female Enrollment Ratio as total Enrollment
5000
4500
4000
3500
3000 m 2000-2005
2500
2000 ®2005-2010
1500
15060 ®2010-2015
500 ®2015-2020
0
P . 1 " 2 ®2020-2025
W & @ ¥ & @é\
e & N & é& &
& o & &
C C & @00

Figure 6 — Female Total Enrolment Ratio
4.2 Gender Gap:

Figures 1 to 3 paint the picture of gender inequality over the years. GER of female have increased noticeably in absolute terms. In relative phrases the
coefficient of inequality has reduced sharply, therefore pointing in the route of cut price of gender inequality when comes to participation in higher
education. Net enrolment ratio is no longer so positive, however. Eligible enrolment ratio has increased and in 2015-16 the parent for female surpasses
that of men. That shows, higher and larger of immoderate college pass-outs are turning into a member of higher education for women. Transition ratio is
almost equal. Improvement in enrolment into increased training for girl seems to be a direct consequence of the extra than a few insurance plan insurance
policies that have come into influence for encouraging girl to be a section of higher education. Picture is now not so bright when it comes to higher
training attainment. In absolute phrases it is low; in relative phrases gender inequality is high. Again, for female the skilled unemployment rate is sharply
higher than for men. Outturn percentage, however, is higher for woman than for men, and the coefficient of inequality is falling over the years.

Figure 4 depicts each different shape of gender disparity in higher coaching in India. While Arts and Science matters attracted almost 50% lady enrolment,
Engineering &amp; Technology had fully about 30% female enrolment. An equally meagre percentage of female figure out for administration studies.
Medical Stream, however, has the largest share of women and is quite biased in favour of women. The enrolment patterns have remained the same over
the years. Figure 18 is a portrayal of gender gap for the duration of caste. While the gender parity index of SCs is at par with typical gender parity index,
STs are struggling more disparity as per gender. The vogue is increased or a lot much less unchanged over the years.

4.3 Marginalization via ability of Caste:

Figures 2 to 6 furnish a image of the characteristic of the less-privileged castes in higher education vis-a-vis others. Both in absolute and relative terms,
enrolment figures are superbly low for SC and STs when in distinction to others. Similarly, larger education attainment is moreover low. However, the
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enchancment in the recognition of education of SC, ST and in inequality between the scheduled populace and non-scheduled populace over the years is
impressive, although the absolute degrees of academic reputation of the scheduled populace are some distance underneath the repute of their counterparts.
Educated unemployment figures are moreover towering, for every SC and ST graduates and post-graduates. Thus, the Indian financial gadget is showing
a sharp discrimination in increased education warning symptoms when it comes to caste-wise breakup, alternatively with excellent symptoms and signs
and symptoms of enchancment over the years

4.4 Marginalisation by using way of religion:

Figures 1 to 5 are showing the country of affairs with apprehend to religion. Since Hindus structure the majority of India, so the evaluation is made with
admire to Hindus. While there has been enchancment in case of all the four groups, the inter-group inequalities by means of faith did no longer decline
much. We see that when it comes to Hindu-Muslim comparison, the inequality is pretty immoderate and in relative phrases it has improved also. Thus,
the Muslims are now no longer so privileged in higher education as the Hindus. This depend wishes a serious consideration. However, Christians fare
greater than Hindus in all the indicators and one of a kind minority communities are moreover greater off than Hindus.

4.5 Inequality by means of way of financial groups:

Figures 4 and 6 modern-day a demarcation of the populace with the resource of financial classes (monthly per capita expenditure) and as a result grant
the disparity that prevails with understand to economic companies in increased education. The figures show off sharp difference in enrolments and
attainments between the quintile groups. The gross enrolment ratios are the lowest amongst the bottom (poorest) quintile and absolute fine amongst the
pinnacle (richest) quintile. This pattern did now now not alternate at any component of time of the study. Moreover, inequalities in enrolment ratios
between the poorest and the richest quintiles have elevated over the years. This is a very bleak image of the Indian society that needs on the spot correction.

4.6 Rapid privatisation and massive personal loan financing of increased education:

There was once as soon as a shift in focal factor of the authorities from increased to indispensable coaching at some stage in the 1980s, and it grew to be
more and extra difficult for the authorities to fund non-public aided companies and this led to the emergence of personal unaided colleges. The purpose
for the subsequent rapid growth of these in fundamental phrases private initiatives used to be the developing demand for higher education, specially
professional and technical education, from the Indian population. Hence there used to be a flooding of the Indian higher education area with private and
moreover distant places game enthusiasts put up 1980. Figure 34 and Figure 35 portray the growth of private increased training businesses vis-a-vis
authorities businesses in number, at the same time as Figure 36 presents the surge in enrolment in these organizations over time.

There are a broad range of flipsides of this quick privatisation of higher education. Since there is a huge divergence in price structure in distinction to
authorities run institutions, so the questions of get proper of entry to and equity come up. Besides, the excellent of larger education rendered with the
resource of these firms has commonly been questioned, due to malpractices and corruption. There are moreover two predominant implications of this out
of the regular increase of non-public higher coaching firms and moreover enrolment in these institutions. First is the reality that there is a massive
divergence in the price form of non-public corporations from authorities institutions. This elements to the escalating fees of attaining larger training for
the university college students enrolled into non-public faculties and universities. Second is the fact that in the closing two many years there has been a
continuous shift in funding of higher coaching from the taxpayers to the university college students / parents. As the charge levels rise, larger training
will end up inequitable. It is almost now not feasible for the reduce earnings businesses and even middle-income corporations to get admission to private
increased education. There have emerged a vary of supply and loan preferences to address this issue. Apart from that, there is moreover a recommendation
of tax decrease alternatively than tax increase, to unburden the over-stressed middle guidelines who have no extraordinary desire than to train their
children. Coming decrease returned to grants, in India, there are severa authorities scholarships and free-ships available. They commonly are supposed
for the disadvantaged corporations like SCs, STs, distinct backward education and from time to time women. But their normal insurance plan is
insignificant. The extent spent on scholarship schemes is very small, tons much less than half of of a share of the complete expenditure on coaching and
has been declining over the years. Besides, they do now now not even cowl the training fees.

As a result, personal loan financing will come to be the completely choice left to a majority of the university college students in the face of the escalating
costs. From 2000-01 the coaching loan portfolio has grown abruptly when the authorities of India delivered a new entire coaching loan scheme to be
utilized by way of capability of the public vicinity banks of India. Table two suggests the huge upward jab in tutorial loans in India seeing that 2000-01.

The flipside of loan financing is that the greater off, the ones in the richest income quintile would get the best dimension of loans. As a result, the horrible
alternatively meritorious university college students are at the risk of getting deprived from getting get entry to to higher coaching which they deserve.
Access to higher education, student loans and the hobby subsidy scheme now now not entirely favours the rich, on the other hand moreover male students.
Also given the massive extent of knowledgeable unemployment prevailing in India, as verified in Chapter 1, loan financing will grow to be a actual
burden for the students, who are at the hazard of now now not getting jobs after completion of higher education. Thus, this creates however any different
shape of marginalization in increased education.
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5. Conclusion and Recommendations

From the above analysis, it is clear, that the Indian increased education gadget is struggling from a vast range of problems. The system is nonetheless
elitist and does now now not appear to be equitable. Access to increased education is nevertheless a fable for many aspiring candidates from the backward
sections of the society. While gender gap is bridging, inequalities do be successful during caste, belief and monetary groups. To add to the trauma, the
machine is hastily existing technique privatisation, which has escalated the expenses of larger education. But assisting authorities scholarships and
subsidies are now now not adequate, which is forcing university college students to go for higher education loans. However, these loans are moreover
very discriminatory with admire to family income, as a end result depriving the great brains from the awful households of the threat they sincerely deserve.
For these who are getting the loans, a majority stays at immoderate risk, due to the truth the skilled employment rate in India is moreover very high. Thus,
the paper concludes that India has although received to go a prolonged way fraught with obstacles, before than the u . s . can make positive in actuality
inclusive increase in higher education to its citizens. The inequalities that inflict the higher coaching device of India can have serious penalties till attended
to immediately. Inau . s. like India, the area the bulk of the populace is youthful and aspiring to enter increased education, straight away insurance plan
insurance policies have to bridge the gap, or else these inequalities will replicate in every special aspect of the Indian society that can intently burden the
future of the nation.
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