International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 3, pp 7493-7498 March 2025

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com ISSN 2582-7421

WWW.IJRPR.COM

Navigating the Role of Technology, Modern Alienation and
Disconnection in Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate

Prachi Priyal, Dr. Mohd Farhan Saiel?

1BA English, Amity School of Languages, Amity University, Lucknow Campus, Uttar Pradesh, India.
2Assistant Professor, English Literature & Communication Skills, Amity School of Languages, Amity university, Lucknow Campus, India
farhan.chishty2012@gmail.com, mfsaiel@lko.amity.edu

ABSTRACT:

Through the lives of its characters, who search for purpose and connection in a world that is changing quickly, Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate examines issues of
technology, alienation, and contemporary relationships. The novel emphasizes how human interactions are impacted by changing cultural norms and technological
breakthroughs, which frequently result in emotional isolation despite constant contact. John’s battle with digital alienation demonstrates the paradox of modern
communication and speaks to larger worries about relationships in the modern world. Since digital communication sometimes takes the place of in-person
relationships, leaving people feeling detached, these topics are still very important today. The author’s art highlights the importance of real human connection while
criticizing the impact of technology on emotional health. The book poses important queries on the effects of technology advancement on society, even though it
does not explicitly denounce it. The novel poses important queries on the effects of technological advancement on social ties, even though it does not explicitly
denounce it. In the end, The Golden Gate serves as a reminder to readers that although technology can be convenient, it should not take the place of people’s basic
need for purpose and meaningful relationships therefore the study will explore the role of technology and will find out the consequences of modern aalienation and
disconnection in the era of digital world.
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Introduction:

Vikram Seth’s novel entitled The Golden Gate is written in verse and was first published in 1986. It is a current story told in the style of a series of sonnets
about the lives of its characters in San Francisco during the 1980s. The plot revolves around John, a young and wealthy guy who struggles with love,
relationships, and his inner search for meaning. He deals with love relationships, professional problems, and the pursuit of self-fulfillment. The story
delves into issues like love, ambition, friendship, and the complexities of human emotions, all set against the backdrop of a fast-changing globe. Seth’s
choice of sonnet form gives a distinctive and poetic depth to the narration, fusing classical literary heritage with contemporary narrative. The Golden
Gate is a moving and funny examination of life’s uncertainties, relationships, and personal development. The novel’s rhythmic and lyrical style draws
readers in with its depth and emotional relevance. The novel is rich in its representation of the Silicon Valley milieu, a hub for technology, invention, and
entrepreneurial ambition which provides a distinct backdrop for the characters’ experiences.

In Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate, understanding technology and its societal consequences is critical because it exposes how technological
improvements intersect with people lives, values, and relationships. Set in the 1980s, the novel depicts a world in which Silicon Valley’s thriving
technology industry influences characters’ occupations, aspirations, and interactions. By including technology into the story, Seth emphasizes both its
transformative power and its potential to isolate individuals or undermine established social structures. Characters in the story, for example, struggle with
the ramifications of their tech-driven lifestyles, in which personal connections are frequently harmed because of the time and energy committed to job
goals in the fast-changing tech scene.

The book’s examination of technology as both a driver of advancement and a source of alienation reflects broader societal concerns about
how technical innovations influence human behavior. The novel’s portrayal of characters’ challenges with modernity, dealing with loneliness,
communication obstacles, and ethical quandaries, emphasizes the social implications of technology. By addressing these topics, The Golden Gate urges
readers to critically analyze the relationship between technology and its societal repercussions, highlighting the significance of balance and awareness
when navigating technological development. This research is extremely important in today’s environment, as technology is continuously evolving and
influencing our daily lives. The idea of alienation and detachment is central to Vikram Seth’s novel, especially considering the present digital world.
While the novel was written in 1986 and set in the late twentieth century, it provides a timely examination of how technology and personal isolation
interact, a theme that is even more relevant today. People are more connected than ever in the digital era because of social media, instant messaging, and
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virtual platforms, but emotional or psychological isolation has become more common. In his work, characters go through relationships and emotional
landscapes that, despite being profoundly tied through communication, encounter emotional boundaries. The internet and digital tools of today increase
this dichotomy by providing both chances for connection and pathways for increased isolation. Thus, the concept of alienation in the novel is a timeless
reflection of how technology, although having the capacity to connect, can also produce a profound sense of disconnecting, an issue that is still extremely
important in today’s increasingly digital society.

Critical Analysis of Narrative Form and Sonnet Structure:

The Golden Gate is a modern narrative poem created in the manner of a novel, notable for its unique structure. The poem consists of 590 verses written
in the form of a sonnet sequence, following the sonnet’s rigid structure of fourteen lines each stanza with a precise meter and rhyme scheme. This classical
framework is contrasted with current topics of love, relationships, and social difficulties in Silicon Valley, where the poem takes place. The use of the
sonnet form creates a contradiction between tradition and modernity, formalizing the story while allowing for emotional depth and artistic perfection.
Seth’s decision to employ sonnets rather than prose adds to the narrative’s lyrical appeal, delivering a rhythm that mirrors the characters’ emotional highs
and lows. This narrative style also emphasizes the cyclical nature of connections, underlining the concept of repetition and the inevitability of life’s
cycles. The framework combines the intellectual rigor of formal poetry with the expressive freedom of contemporary themes, resulting in a work that
asks the reader to reconcile classical conventions with modern sensibilities. Overall, novel's use of narrative form and sonnet structure illustrates Seth’s
mastery of form and subject, resulting in a unique literary experience.

The Golden Gate as a Symbol of Connection and Disconnection:

The novel depicts the Golden Gate Bridge as a strong symbol of both connection and disconnection, echoing the story’s primary themes. As an iconic
landmark, the bridge physically connects San Francisco to Marin County, symbolizing the power of human connection, spanning gaps and bringing
people together. However, in the novel’s context, it implies disconnection. Despite its position as a physical connector, the characters frequently endure
emotional and relational alienation, which is represented by the distance they feel even when they are physically close. The bridge’s grandeur and breadth
suggest emotional distances between humans, like the technological and societal hurdles the protagonists face in their lives. Furthermore, the novel’s
poetic structure and the characters’ lives, characterized by superficial relationships, virtual interactions, and personal isolation, reflect the contradiction
of the bridge itself. While it covers a large distance, it is not always able to bridge the emotional or psychological distances between the characters. The
Golden Gate thus serves as a metaphor for the tenuous and often deceptive connections made in today’s technological driven world, where physical
proximity does not always equate to emotional closeness.

Theoretical Framework as Conceptualizing Technology in Modern Culture:

Technology gently changes the protagonists’ lives, reflecting cultural trends in the 1980s. Set in the early days of personal computing and electronic
communication, technology serves as both a tool and a metaphor for modern existence. The characters use early kinds of email and personal computers
to represent the increasing prominence of technology in everyday life. This shift toward electronic communication contrasts with older, more intimate
means of connection, such as letter-writing, revealing an increasing separation among people. Technology in the narrative depicts a greater conflict
between advancement and emotional solitude. While it provides new forms of communication, it also alienates characters who, despite their digital
connection, are lonely and have unresolved emotional difficulties. This echoes a bigger cultural critique: technology can improve convenience and
communication, but it cannot replace deep, human emotional connection. Seth’s portrayal underlines how modern culture's reliance on technology
reshapes relationships, resulting in a paradox in which progress leads to greater access to the world but deeper emotional distances. Finally, The Golden
Gate contends that, while technological growth represents progress, it can also reduce the depth of human interactions and intimacy.

Technology is both as Facilitator and Barrier to Human Connection:

The novel depicts technology, both as facilitator and a hindrance to human connection, reflecting its complex position in modern relationships. The story,
set in the 1980s, follows characters who use technology, such as telephones and personal computers, to sustain long-distance relationships. These tools
allow characters to converse rapidly and stay linked despite geographical distance, creating a sense of intimacy even while physically separated. Email
exchanges and phone calls are a convenient method to stay in touch, and they can help create or reinforce ties. However, Seth emphasizes the limitations
of technology. While it facilitates communication, it frequently lacks the emotional depth of face-to-face interactions. Characters are sometimes trapped
in superficial exchanges or miscommunications, unable to fully express themselves using digital mediums. The convenience of technology
communication can contribute to a sense of alienation, in which characters experience loneliness or separation despite frequent interaction. In this way,
technology in the novel symbolizes the tension between its ability to link people and its potential to create emotional isolation, underlining the difficulties
of human interactions in a technologically driven world.



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 3, pp 7493-7498 March 2025 7495

Digital Culture and its Effects on Interpersonal Relationships:

The work is set in 1980s Silicon Valley, subtly incorporates the impact of digital culture on interpersonal relationships. The novel, written in verse,
explores the lives of a group of friends, their personal relationships, and their engagement with the emerging digital world. The characters, who are
entrenched in the high-tech world of computers and software development, find that the very technologies that promise convenience and efficiency also
create barriers in their interpersonal interactions. Traditional face-to-face interactions are gradually being replaced by digital communication, particularly
through early forms of email and online messaging. This shift is reflected in the characters’ preference for written correspondence over phone
conversations or in-person interactions. While this mode of communication allows for quick, often convenient exchanges, it also leads to
misunderstandings and emotional distance. For example, characters often struggle with the limitations of digital communication, such as the inability to
convey tone or body language, which leads to feelings of isolation and detachment. The novel illustrates a complex interplay between technology and
human connection, showing both its uplifting and alienating implications. Digital culture in The Golden Gate serves as a metaphor for the dual-edged
nature of modern relationships while technology facilitates connection, it also threatens to diminish the depth and intimacy of those connections. Seth’s
investigation of these dynamics underscores the growing contradiction between technological advancement and the underlying human need for intimate,
meaningful interactions.

Theories of Alienation and disconnection: Mark’s Notion of Alienation, Existential Perspectives:

Themes of alienation and disconnection can be examined through the lens of classical theories, such as Marx’s concept of alienation and existential
perspectives. Marx’s notion of alienation refers to the process by which individuals become disconnected from the products of their labor, their essence
as creative beings, and each other in capitalist societies. In The Golden Gate, characters like John and his friends experience a form of alienation despite
their material success. John, a successful tech entrepreneur, is disillusioned by his achievements, feeling estranged from the very world he has helped
shape. This mirrors Marx’s view that in a capitalist system, individuals often lose themselves in the pursuit of economic success, leading to a sense of
detachment from their true selves and others. Existential theories, notably those from authors like Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus, emphasize the
absurdity of existence and the search for meaning in a seemingly indifferent cosmos. The characters are often confronted with their own existential
dilemmas—seeking personal meaning and connection in a world that feels fleeting and superficial. John’s romantic and professional struggles exemplify
this disconnection, as he oscillates between the desire for companionship and the fear of vulnerability. His desire for a deeper sense of purpose aligns
with existential concerns about loneliness, the absurdity of existence, and the yearning for authenticity. Thus, both Marxist and existential theories are
relevant in analyzing the themes of alienation in the novel. The characters’ personal struggles reflect broader societal disconnections and existential
searches for meaning, highlighting the tensions between individual desires, societal expectations, and the quest for authentic relationships in a fragmented
world.

Application to Seth’s text:

Vikram Seth’s narrative choices and character experiences can be understood through the lens of both Marxist and existential theories of alienation. The
novel reflects a modern world where characters grapple with the complexities of technology, career ambition, love, and personal identity. These themes
resonate with Marxist ideas of alienation, where the characters, particularly the protagonists, experience a disconnection from their own lives and deeper
human connections due to the demands of the capitalist-driven tech industry. The characters, such as John, the main protagonist, are caught in a cycle of
ambition and material success, mirroring the Marxist idea that in a capitalist society, individuals often lose their sense of self in their labor and the products
they create. John’s obsession with professional success, coupled with his inability to find emotional fulfillment, highlights the alienating effects of his
career-focused lifestyle. His emotional distance from others and incapacity to develop genuine relationships resemble Marx’s concept of estrangement,
in which people are cut off from meaningful social bonds. From an existential standpoint, the characters in the novel are also looking for purpose in a
world that is disjointed and uncaring. Existentialist themes of loneliness and the pursuit of genuine existence are reflected in their struggles with love,
identity, and purpose. John’s quest for self-understanding and connection, along with his existential questions, represents the human predicament as
expressed by Sartre and Camus, where meaning must be self-created despite an often-alienating environment. Collectively, these frameworks aid in
deciphering Seth’s depiction of contemporary existence as characterized by psychological and social alienation, where the pursuit of meaning continues
to be a major obstacle. Technology has an important role in molding the lives of its characters, especially as they manage relationships, occupations, and
identities in a rapidly changing modern world. The novel set in the 1980s and 1990s, offers a broad canvas for exploring the complexity of living in a
time when technology, particularly digital communication, is becoming increasingly important in personal and professional life. Technology is both a
bridge and a barrier, allowing for quick connection while also encouraging emotional separation. Seth uses personal computers, email, and other digital
tools to highlight how technological growth causes a contradictory conflict between ease and emotional isolation.

The Growth of Digital Communication:

The protagonist, John, a young Silicon Valley CEO, embodies the new era of digital communication. He is engrossed in the promise of efficiency that
technology brings. Computers, emails, and communication devices are more than just tools for John; they are extensions of his personal and professional
identities. John communicates with friends, family, and love interests via email, which is typically more comfortable and less emotionally taxing than in-
person interactions. His reliance on technology to establish relationships illustrates a change in how individuals interact in modern culture. Seth uses
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email to show the complexities of communication in the digital age. John’s relationship with his buddy and later romantic partner, Janet, develops
primarily through email conversations. These digital connections are formal and distant. Emails, with their shortness and absence of nonverbal clues,
change the dynamics of communication. They replace the warmth and immediacy of in-person interaction with a more sterile, and occasionally
impersonal, experience. For example, when John and Janet are separated geographically, their connection grows mostly through the written word, without
body language and emotional emotions that are generally associated with face-to-face contacts. In this setting, email is a convenient but emotionally
shallow substitute for deeper conversation. Though people interchange thoughts and emotions, the medium rapidity and efficiency allow for little
reflection or emotional depth. This digital mode of communication causes a sense of isolation between them because the immediacy of their exchanges
does not transfer into actual emotional closeness. Furthermore, the usage of email in The Golden Gate reflects the broader cultural trend toward digitization
in the late twentieth century, which Seth criticizes for undermining true human interaction. Characters such as John and Janet negotiate their relationships
in a fast-paced manner by relying on technology. The medium immediacy allows them to maintain ties, but it sacrifices genuine, face-to-face contact.

Efficiency versus Emotional Disconnect:

The conflict between efficiency and emotional alienation is a major theme in The Golden Gate. While technology enables instantaneous connection, it
also leaves a significant emotional hole. In the story, characters may manage many relationships, tasks, and social activities at the same time because of
technological advancements. However, these encounters are mostly shallow, without the rich emotional resonance that usually results from deeper, more
personal exchanges. Email, the most popular digital communication tool in the story, exemplifies this tension. Its intrinsic shortness and lack of emotional
complexity render it an unsuitable medium for portraying the nuances of human feeling. For example, when John speaks with his friends and family, the
language is frequently transactional, with a focus on information transmission rather than developing connections. The immediacy of email exchanges,
the continual ping of the inbox, allows little time for stopping, introspection, or emotional depth. Seth accentuates this by showing the individuals’ internal
lives becoming increasingly hollow as their reliance on email communication causes misunderstandings, missed connections, and emotional separation.
The relationship between John and his love partners provides a dramatic example of this strain. While John desires intimacy and connection, email
frequently leaves him feeling disconnected from the individuals with whom he wants to connect. In contrast to traditional modes of communication, such
as phone calls or face-to-face meetings, email lacks the warmth and spontaneity associated with more human encounters. The accuracy and efficiency of
the written word can deplete communication’s emotional dimension, making it difficult for John and others to connect on a deeper level. As the writer
demonstrates through John’s experiences, this reliance on digital communication causes an emotional distance. Though John maintains his relationships
through frequent email contact, the quality of these relationships suffers due to a lack of physical presence, tone of voice, and body language, all of which
are required for effective communication. In this way, the technology that allows them to communicate also serves as a barrier to genuine emotional
closeness.

Technological Dependency:

Another important issue in The Golden Gate is technological reliance, which is explored through the characters’ relationships with computers, email, and
other types of digital technology. As the narrative progresses, it becomes evident that the characters’ lives are heavily influenced by technology, which
is both liberating and confining. John exemplifies this reliance. His professional life in the IT business is inextricably linked to his personal life, with
technology serving as both a tool for success and a means of navigating relationships. The growing reliance on technology, particularly personal
computers, demonstrates how modern civilization has evolved to rely on digital systems in almost every aspect of life. John’s work, social connections,
and even personal relationships are all mediated by technology, resulting in aworld where the human touch is being displaced by the mechanical efficiency
of machines. This is particularly clear in John’s use of his computer, which is portrayed as an extension of his identity rather than a mere tool. His devotion
to the digital world is so strong that he spends more time engaging with the machine than with people in a traditional, physical setting. However, Seth
also discusses the negative repercussions of such dependency. Characters become increasingly immersed in the digital realm, disconnecting from the
human experiences that determine emotional pleasure. John’s relationships, for example, become more strained as he relies on email rather than in-person
engagement. This technology dependency causes a loss of intimacy since the convenience and efficiency of digital communication cannot substitute for
the deep emotional demands that can only be met through face-to-face, personal contact. Furthermore, Seth criticizes how technology creates a culture
of perpetual distraction. With the constant influx of emails, notifications, and digital updates, the characters are frequently overwhelmed and absorbed by
the demands of modern technology. This prevalent sense of technological saturation reflects a larger cultural issue in which technology is used to cause
stress and separation rather than to create genuine human connection.

Finally, The Golden Gate serves as a warning against the risks of technological dependency. While technology improves communication and
efficiency, it also erodes the human, emotional relationships required for a successful life. Through John and his relationships with technology, Seth
criticizes the modern fixation with convenience at the sacrifice of personal intimacy and emotional depth.

The Role of Relationships in a Digitally Mediated World in The Golden Gate:

The evolution of relationships in a technology-driven society is a prominent issue in Vikram Seth’s novel, especially as the protagonist John navigates
his personal and social lives. The story is profoundly rooted in a world increasingly dependent on digital communication. The author uses John’s
encounters with his romantic partners and friends to highlight the difficulties of intimacy, connection, and emotional depth in a society where face-to-
face interaction is increasingly being replaced by email and digital platforms.



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 6, Issue 3, pp 7493-7498 March 2025 7497

Romantic Relationships & Technology:

The introduction of technology, particularly email, has had a tremendous impact on John’s romantic connections in the novel. As a successful Silicon
Valley professional, John is surrounded by a digital world that values speed, efficiency, and ease. His sexual relations with Janet, a significant character
in the narrative, take significant character in the narrative, take place primarily through internet communication rather than typical in-person encounters.
This reliance on email, which allows for a steady flow of messages, significantly alters the course of their relationships. John’s relationship with Janet
highlights the limitations of digital communication. Despite their frequent email conversations, the lack of nonverbal indicators (such as body language,
tone, and facial expressions) precludes them from experiencing the profound emotional intimacy that occurs with face-face-to-face interactions. The
textual aspect of their connection frequently results in misunderstandings and emotional estrangement, as both characters struggle to properly express
themselves within the constraints of written language. This scenario exemplifies the tension between the effectiveness of digital communication and the
emotional depth that is frequently lost in such conversations. Furthermore, John’s usage of online dating emphasizes the difficulty of creating true
emotional bonds in a technologically mediated environment. While online dating services promise convenience and the ability to meet a spouse fast, they
often limit the richness of human interaction to a succession of digital profiles and brief, impersonal discussions. John’s experiences reflect the sense of
isolation and alienation that many people feel while attempting to form intimate relationships in a technologically driven environment. Despite the ease
with which he may connect with others online, John struggles to obtain the profound emotional fulfillment he seeks, highlighting technology’s limitations
in building meaningful relationships.

Friendship and Social Dynamics:

The writer also investigates how technology affects friendships and social dynamics; specifically, how digital communication replaces traditional face-
to-face encounters. John’s friendships, like his sexual relationships, are marked by email exchanges that, although retaining a sense of connection, fail to
build the emotional depth and closeness that actual presence and discussion provide. In The Golden Gate, friendships are frequently mediated by
technology, producing a sense of distance between people who, despite constant contact, remain emotionally distant. The digital nature of their contact
allows for frequent, brief interactions but prevents the formation of deeper ties. The usage of email and text-based communication limits the richness of
their connections, leaving little room for vulnerability, empathy, or nuanced discussion. For example, John’s relationship with his friend Ed is
characterized by frequent yet emotionally distant communication. While they keep communication, the lack of in-person contact means that their
connection is superficial, lacking the intimacy that may be fostered via shared experiences and face-to-face chats. This dynamic demonstrates how, while
technology has the power to keep people in touch, it can also develop a sense of emotional isolation, making it difficult for people to connect on a deeper
level. The emotional distance that technology creates in friendships is a reflection not only of John’s own experiences, but also of the nature of
relationships in the digital age. Seth criticizes a world in which the ease of technology frequently trumps genuine emotional connection, and relationships
are maintained through computer screens rather than the richness of human engagement.

Psychological Impact of Technology and Modern Life:

In a technologically driven world, people are becoming more and more psychologically alienated as face-to-face interactions are replaced by digital ones,
which have an impact on emotional development, mental health, and self-perception. Despite being constantly connected, excessive use of computers,
smartphones, and social media platforms can paradoxically increase feelings of loneliness. Despite being created to make communication easier, digital
participation frequently results in shallow relationships that erode strong human ties. The effect on self-perception is among the most alarming
consequences of digital alienation. People are encouraged to curate idealized images of themselves on social media, which results in inflated social
comparisons and low self-esteem. Self-worth is shifted from internal values to external approval through the desire of online validation through likes,
shares, and comments, which exacerbates anxiety and despair. Additionally, research indicates that too much screen time lowers emotional intelligence
by making people less skilled at interpreting facial emotions and having meaningful face-to-face conversations. Software engineer John is a prime example
of the consequences of psychological alienation. He spends hours scripting and participating in online forums, immersed in his virtual world, replacing
in-person relationships with virtual ones. He gradually comes to the realization that, despite his online persona, he feels more and more cut off from
people. As he battles emotions of loneliness and emptiness, his relationships worsen and his emotional health declines. He is compelled by this
estrangement to consider the place of technology in his life and look for methods to reestablish a connection with the physical world.

Existentialism and the Search for Meaning:

Existential issues have become more prevalent in the digital era as people struggle with meaning and purpose in the face of a deluge of distractions and
information. Although technology offers countless chances for participation and amusement, it frequently keeps people from facing more serious
existential issues. Fear of losing out and the pressure to maintain an online persona leads to a crisis where people find it difficult to define who they really
are. John’s quest for self-awareness is characterized by his increasing realization that his digital existence is unfulfilling. His career accomplishments in
the computer sector afford him success on the outside, but they fall short of giving him the deeper significance he longs for. He starts looking for
authenticity outside of digital places after being influenced by existentialist philosophy. He prioritizes in-person connections, disconnects from social
media, and practices mindfulness. He gradually regains a sense of connection and purpose because of these efforts. His metamorphosis brings to light the
more general difficulty of striking a balance between technology and live experiences. Even though technology is an effective tool, one’s identity or
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mental health should not be determined by it. John’s epiphany highlights the value of interpersonal relationships, introspection, and leading an authentic
life in a society full of electronic distractions. Technology has a profound psychological impact on mental health, self-perception, and existential struggles.
While digital interactions are convenient, they also lead to alienation and superficial self-representation, and the existential challenges posed by
technology-driven distractions make it difficult for people to find true meaning. A reminder that technology is an essential part of modern life but should
not overshadow the fundamental human need for connection and purpose, is provided by John’s journey, which shows that true fulfillment comes from
meaningful relationships and self-awareness rather than digital validation.

Conclusion and Summary of Key Findings:

Through the lives of its characters, who negotiate love, ambition, and existential quandaries in a world that is changing quickly, Vikram Seth’s The
Golden Gate examines themes of technology, alienation, and isolation. The book demonstrates how cultural norms and technological developments
impact contemporary relationships, resulting in emotional distance and unmet expectations. The characters in the novel underscore the paradox of
contemporary connectedness by feeling lonely yet being surrounded by people, much to John’s battle with digital alienation.

Relevance of the Themes in Today’s World:

In today’s world, the issues of technology, modern relationships, and alienation are still quite pertinent. People frequently find it difficult to build lasting,
meaningful relationships in a time when digital communication has surpassed face-to-face encounters. In today’s society, where social media and virtual
interactions have completely changed how people connect and view themselves, the novel’s portrayal of emotional solitude and the pursuit of meaning
remains relevant. As a critique of contemporary living, Seth’s story invites readers to consider the sincerity of their relationships and the effects of
technology on their mental health.

Final Thoughts on Seth’s Critique of Technology:

The Golden Gate is a thoughtful analysis of how technology shapes interpersonal relationships and self-perception. It poses important queries on the
effects of technological advancement on social ties and emotional fulfillment, even though it does not categorically denounce it. The story emphasizes
the value of genuine human connection and contemplation while challenging the idea that technology improvements inevitably lead to progress. In the
end, Seth’s work is a reminder that although technology is convenient, it should not take the place of people’s basic need for meaningful relationships
and a purposeful life.

References:

Banarjee, Utpal. Modern Indian Writing in English. Srup and Sons, 2004.

Borgmann, Albert. Crossing the Postmodern Divide. University of Chicago Press, 1992.
Seth, Vikram. The Golden Gate. Random House, 1986.

Seth, Vikram. The Golden Gate. Young Indian Publication, 2003.

Saiel, Mohd Farhan. “Alienated Suffering of Divide and Cross: A Study of Amitav Ghosh’s The Shadow Lines.” International Journal of English
Literature and Social Sciences Vol-6, Issue-6; Nov-Dec 2021.

Singh, Yashwani and Saiel Mohd Farhan. “Depiction of Alienation Effects and Existential approach in Kafka’s The Metamorphosis.” International
Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 7, pp 2037-2040 July 2024.



