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ABSTRACT : 

Drunk driving remains a significant contributor to road accidents worldwide, necessitating innovative solutions for its prevention. This paper presents the design 

and implementation of an Adaptive Breathalyzer-Integrated Ignition Control System, an embedded system that prevents a vehicle from starting if the driver’s 

Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) exceeds a predetermined threshold. The system utilizes an MQ-3 alcohol sensor, an Arduino microcontroller, and a relay 

mechanism to control vehicle ignition. Experimental results demonstrate the system's effectiveness in preventing impaired driving, highlighting its potential 

integration into modern automobiles. The study also compares the system with existing commercial solutions and discusses potential enhancements such as 

biometric authentication and real-time monitoring. 
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Introduction : 

Road accidents caused by intoxicated driving account for a significant percentage of traffic fatalities worldwide [1]. Traditional deterrents such as fines 

and awareness campaigns have had limited success. The introduction of Adaptive Breathalyzer-Integrated Ignition Control Systems aims to directly 

prevent intoxicated individuals from operating a vehicle [2]. This study explores the implementation of an embedded system integrating an alcohol 

sensor with a vehicle's ignition system to enhance road safety. The growing concern over road safety necessitates the adoption of automated preventive 

measures that minimize human error. The system being proposed is an effort to bridge the gap between regulatory enforcement and practical, on-

ground solutions that ensure safer roads for all users. 

Literature Survey : 

The integration of alcohol detection systems with vehicle ignition interlocks has been an area of active research and technological advancement. 

Various studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of breathalyzer-based ignition systems in reducing drunk driving incidents. Research has shown 

that such systems, when implemented on a large scale, significantly lower the number of alcohol-related accidents [3]. Early designs of ignition 

interlock devices relied on electrochemical sensors, but recent developments incorporate fuel-cell technology for higher accuracy and reduced false 

positives. Studies indicate that integrating biometric authentication with breathalyzer-based systems enhances security and prevents circumvention by 

unauthorized users [4]. Additionally, real-time monitoring and cloud-based data storage are emerging trends that allow law enforcement agencies and 

vehicle owners to monitor compliance with legal alcohol consumption limits [5]. 

Research Approach : 

The development of the Adaptive Breathalyzer-Integrated Ignition Control System follows a structured approach that includes hardware design, 

software implementation, and system integration. The hardware consists of an MQ-3 alcohol sensor, which detects alcohol concentration in the driver's 

breath and transmits the data to an Arduino Uno microcontroller. The microcontroller processes the readings and determines whether to enable or 

disable the vehicle's ignition. An OLED display provides real-time feedback to the driver, informing them of the test results. A relay module is used to 

control the ignition system based on the alcohol level detected. 

The software component involves programming the microcontroller using Arduino IDE. The algorithm processes the sensor data, applies threshold-

based decision-making, and controls the ignition relay accordingly. The system is designed to be user-friendly, with minimal delay in processing and 

decision-making to ensure practical usability. Testing and validation are conducted by exposing the sensor to different alcohol concentrations and 

measuring response times and accuracy. Multiple trials are conducted to ensure system reliability and consistency. 

http://www.ijrpr.com/


International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (6), Issue (2), February (2025), Page – 1286-1288                 1287 

 

System Architecture and Implementation : 

• The architecture of the system comprises multiple components, including an MQ-3 alcohol sensor for detecting BAC levels, an Arduino 

Uno microcontroller for processing data and decision-making, an OLED display for real-time feedback to the driver, and a relay module that 

controls the vehicle's ignition based on the BAC readings. Additionally, the system integrates an L298N motor driver and DC motors to 

simulate vehicle operation, thereby allowing for controlled testing of the interlock mechanism. 

• The working principle of the system follows a sequence where the driver first blows into the MQ-3 sensor, which then measures the alcohol 

concentration and transmits this data to the Arduino Uno. If the BAC level detected is below a predefined threshold, typically 0.03%, the 

relay module activates the ignition system and allows the vehicle to start. Conversely, if the BAC level exceeds the threshold, the ignition 

remains disabled, and a warning message is displayed on the OLED screen to notify the driver of the failed test. 

• The circuit implementation consists of the MQ-3 sensor connected to the analog input of the Arduino, a relay module linked to the vehicle’s 

ignition system, an OLED display interfaced via I2C communication, and a motor driver managing DC motors to emulate vehicle 

movement. This integration ensures that all components work seamlessly to create an effective ignition interlock system [3]. 

Experimental Results and Analysis : 

• To evaluate the system, a series of tests were conducted under different conditions. When the driver had not consumed alcohol, the system 

permitted the vehicle to start as expected. In cases where the driver had a BAC level at or above the threshold, the ignition remained 

disabled, effectively preventing vehicle operation. Further simulations were carried out using varying levels of alcohol concentration, and 

the system successfully responded by denying ignition whenever the BAC threshold was exceeded. 

 

• Performance evaluation was conducted based on three key parameters: sensor accuracy, response time, and system reliability. The MQ-3 

sensor demonstrated an accuracy of ±0.02% in BAC readings [6]. The response time for the system to detect alcohol and activate the relay 

mechanism was recorded at an average of 2 seconds. System reliability was determined based on multiple trials, where it was observed that 

ignition was blocked in 100% of cases where the BAC exceeded the predefined threshold. 

Discussion : 

A comparative analysis of the proposed system against existing commercial ignition interlock devices reveals significant advantages in terms of cost 

efficiency, ease of integration, and scalability. Traditional interlock devices tend to be expensive and require frequent recalibration, whereas the 

proposed microcontroller-based design significantly reduces costs while maintaining efficiency [7]. Additionally, its modular design ensures easy 

integration into modern vehicle security systems. 

Despite its advantages, the system has certain limitations that warrant further enhancements. Environmental factors such as humidity and temperature 

variations can influence sensor readings, leading to potential inaccuracies. Future iterations of the system could integrate biometric authentication, such 

as fingerprint or facial recognition, to ensure that only the designated driver is subjected to the breathalyzer test [8]. Furthermore, real-time data 

transmission capabilities could be incorporated, allowing vehicle owners and law enforcement agencies to monitor BAC test results remotely and take 

appropriate actions if needed [9].  

Conclusion : 

This study successfully demonstrates the feasibility of an affordable and effective Adaptive Breathalyzer-Integrated Ignition Control System. By 

integrating an MQ-3 alcohol sensor with an Arduino-controlled relay mechanism, the system ensures that intoxicated individuals are prevented from 

operating a vehicle, thereby reducing the risk of alcohol-related accidents. The findings highlight the potential of such a system in improving road 

safety, particularly if enhanced with biometric authentication and cloud-based data monitoring in future implementations. 
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