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ABSTRACT :

The primary objective of this research study is to examine the gender sensitivity of high school pupils in the Cuddalore District. This was achieved through the
use of the descriptive survey study design. The random sampling technique was used to select a sample of 105 pupils.The investigator employed theGender
sensitivity Teaching Tool (GST) by Enoc, Jeromil&Gagani, Ray Ferdinand. (2019) in this study. This scale contains 18 items in 3 dimensions like Gender
Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, Teacher’s Practices And Strategies and Gender Equality with 5-point scale. The validity and reliability of the scale was
0.871 and 0.933, respectively. According to research, The high school students gender sensitivity score is moderate. The study also showed that there are notable
differences in the gender sensitivity depending on the School Type and Medium of instruction. The prediction model was statistically significant, f(2, 102)=
4.852,p < .001, and accounted for approximately 8 % of the variance of gender sensitivity (r>= 0.087, adjusted r>=0.069). The Medium and School Type uniquely
accounted for approximately 74%, and 48% of the Gender Sensitivity. Inspection of the structure coefficient suggests that, the Medium and school type were
relatively strong indicators of Gender Sensitivity of High school children.

Key words: Gender Sensitivity, High School Students

INTRODUCTION :

In order to create an inclusive and equal environment in educational settings, gender sensitivity is essential. Young people's attitudes, beliefs, and
behaviors are greatly influenced throughout the formative years of high school. During this stage, developing gender sensitivity can be crucial to
fostering respect for one another, dispelling prejudices, and creating a diverse atmosphere.Pervasive gender stereotypes and prejudices still affect how
people view and relate to each other in many communities. These prejudices can show themselves in peer relationships, academic settings, and
extracurricular activities, frequently resulting in unfair treatment and opportunities. High school students must be prepared to negotiate and confront
these disparities since they will be the leaders and citizens of the future. This study is to investigate the degree of gender sensitivity among high school
students, looking at the ways in which peer relationships, cultural norms, family background, and school policies all have an impact. In order to help
educators, legislators, and stakeholders adopt measures that advance gender equity in education, this study aims to identify the areas of students'
knowledge and attitudes that are strong and those that need improvement.This study emphasizes the value of cultivating gender-sensitive attitudes and
actions, which are necessary to create a society that values justice and equality for all people, regardless of gender.

NEED OF THE STUDY :

Gender sensitivity research is crucial to comprehending and resolving gender-based prejudices, inequities, and social dynamics in a variety of contexts,
especially in communities, workplaces, and educational institutions. The following are the main justifications for the importance of this research: To
create inclusive settings that support equality, respect, and constructive social interactions, gender sensitivity research is crucial. This research can
contribute to the development of policies, practices, and attitudes that support equitable treatment for all people by offering evidence-based insights, so
fostering a more compassionate and equitable society.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH :

Gender sensitive research is important because it can promote equality, respect, and inclusivity in a variety of contexts, including communities,
workplaces, and educational institutions. Research can be used to determine the prevalence, causes, and effects of gender-based harassment and
discrimination. These results could aid companies in creating more effective preventative programs that increase everyone's safety and civility at work.
The special difficulties that institutions and society present to people who are gender nonconforming, including non-binary and transgender people, are
highlighted by research on gender sensitivity. This knowledge aids in the development of focused therapies, laws, and support systems to cater to the
unique requirements of people who identify as gender nonconforming and advance inclusivity. It has been demonstrated that gender-sensitive behavior
both increases and decreases empathy, respect, and cooperation across various groups.
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM :

The area of the study selected by the investigator is “A STUDY OF GENDER SENSITIVITY AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.”

OBJECTIVES:
1. Toevaluate the total gender sensitivity of high school students.
2. To measure the gender sensitivity of high school students and their relationship with subsamples.
3. To predict gender sensitivity of high school students
4.  To identify the dominant gender sensitivity of high school students.
HYPOTHESIS:
1. The total gender sensitivity of high school students are high.
2. There is no significant relation between gender sensitivity of high school students and their relationship with subsamples.
3. There is no significant predictor of gender sensitivity of high school students
4. There is no significant dominant gender sensitivity of high school students.
METHODOLOGY:

Normative survey method is used in the present study. This method of research attempts analyze, interpret and report the present level of Gender
Sensitivity of high school students. The Gender sensitivity Teaching Tool (GST) by Enoc, Jeromil&Gagani, Ray Ferdinand. (2019). wasused in this
study. This scale contains 18 items in 3 dimensions like Gender Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, Teacher’s Practices And Strategies and Gender
Equality with 5-point scale. Scoring is given as Outstanding- (Described my teacher very often)-5, very satisfactory-(Described my teacher fairly)-4,
satisfactory-(Described my teacher sometimes)-3, Moderately satisfactory- (Described my teacher once in great while)-2 and Needs improvement-
(Described my teacher never uses)-1.The reliability of the Gender Sensitivity Scale (2019)was found with the help of Cronbach’s Alpha method and,
the reliability of the scale was 0.871 and validity of the scale was 0.933.The pupils enrolled in the high school students in Cuddalore district make up
the study's population. In the Cuddalore district, there are approximately 20,000 students enrolled in 205 high schools. 105 samples were selected from
government institution, self-financing institution, and aided school using the random sampling technique. There are 68 male and 37 female students
participating in this study across these 100 samples. Descriptive analysis, Differential analysis, Multiple correlation and Regression analysis were cried
out with the help of IBMSPSS23.

ANALYSIS OF THE LEVEL OF GENDER SENSITIVITY OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

TABLE 1
PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS OFGENDER SENSITIVITY

S.No GENDER SENSITIVITY Score N Percentage
1 Very Low 0-18 0 0

2 Low 19-36 13 12

3 Moderate 37-54 67 64

4 High 55-72 25 24

5 Very high 73-90 0 0

Total 105 100

The above table 1 shows that 12 % of high school students Gender Sensitivity score is low (19-36), 64 % of high school students Gender Sensitivity
score is moderate (37-54) and 24% of high school students Gender Sensitivity score is High (55-72). Thus, the high school students Gender

Sensitivity score is moderate.

Table 2.
MEAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION OFGENDER SENSITIVITY
Variable N Mean STD
GENDER SENSITIVITY 105 47.88 10.14

The above table 2 shows the mean score and standard deviation of high school students Gender Sensitivity are found to be 46.88 and 10.14

respectively. It is concluded that the high school students Gender Sensitivity are Moderate (37-54).

TABLE 3

THE RELTIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE GENDER SENSITIVITY AND THEIR PERSONAL VRIABLES

. Std.
S.No Variables N Mean Deviation tf Result
1 School Type Government 35 48.71 11.32 4.852 S
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Aided 35 43.89 10.86
Private 35 51.03 6.43
Male 68 48.46 9.92 NS
2 Gender 792
Female 37 46.81 10.61
3 Age 16 105 47.88 10.14 -- -
Medium of Tamil 70 46.3 11.28 S
4 Instruction 2731
English 35 51.03 6.43
Illiterate 31 46.16 9.18 NS
5 Mothers School 60 48.22 11.08 846
Qualification
College 14 50.21 7.62
Illiterate 2 46.5 212 NS
6 Fathers School 40 48.18 8.77 042
Qualification
College 63 47.73 11.14
Daily Wages 2 49.5 6.36 NS
. Self-Employment 56 46.95 10.25
7 Parental Occupation 1.161
Business 33 50.42 11.36
Government 14 45.36 5.49
10-20K 84 47.76 10.02 NS
8 Parental Income -.230
21-30K 21 48.33 10.85
. 1to5 69 48.72 9.95 NS
9 Family Members 1.189
6to 10 36 46.25 10.45
Nuclear 24 47.75 13.2 NS
Joint 62 47.37 9.37
10 Family Type 1.414
Single Parent 19 49.68 8.39

School Type: The obtained f-value indicates that high school student’s opinion about Total Gender Sensitivity and the type of school they attend differ
significantly. Considering that, at the 5% level, the calculated f-value (3.953) is not significant. Consequently, the alternative theory is accepted. As a
result, high school students from various school types have different opinion about Total Gender Sensitivity.

Gender: According to the computed t-value, there isn't much of a difference in Total Gender Sensitivity between male and female high school students.
The calculated t-value of 0.792 indicates that it is not significant at the 5% level. Consequently, the null hypothesis is accepted and the alternative
hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, it may be concluded that there is no difference between male and female high school students in Total Gender
Sensitivity.

Medium:According to the computed t-value, there is much of a difference in Total Gender Sensitivity between Tamil and English medium high school
students. The calculated t-value of 2.731 indicates that it is significant at the 5% level. Consequently, the alternative is accepted and the null hypothesis
is rejected. Therefore, it may be concluded that there is difference between Tamil and English medium high school students in Total Gender Sensitivity.
Mothers Qualification: The obtained f-value suggests that there is a no significant variation in the Mothers Qualification and Total Gender
Sensitivity. Considering that the computed f-value (.846) is not significant at the 5% level. As a result, the null hypothesis is acknowledged. Therefore,
the Total Gender Sensitivity is same among high school students who belongs to different Mothers Qualification.

Fathers Qualification: The obtained f-value suggests that there is a no significant variation in the Fathers Qualification and Total Gender Sensitivity.
Considering that the computed f-value (.042) is not significant at the 5% level. As a result, the null hypothesis is acknowledged. Therefore, the Total
Gender Sensitivity is same among high school students who belongs to different Fathers Qualification.

Parental Occupation:The obtained f-value suggests that there is a no significant variation in the Parental Occupation and Total Gender Sensitivity.
Considering that the computed f-value (1.161) is not significant at the 5% level. As a result, the null hypothesis is acknowledged. Therefore, the Total
Gender Sensitivity is same among high school students who belongs to different Parental Occupation.

Parental Income: The calculated t-value indicates that there is little difference in the Total Gender Sensitivity between high school students whose
parents make between Rs10000-20000/- and those who make between Rs 21000-30000/-. The calculated t-value of -.230 indicates that it is not
significant at the 5% level. Thus, it can be said that there is no difference in the Total Gender Sensitivity between high school pupils whose parents
make between Rs10000-20000/- and those who make between Rs 21000-30000/-.

Family Members: The calculated t-value indicates that there is little variation in Total Gender Sensitivity between high school students from families
with 1-5 members and those with 6-10 members. At the 5% level, the computed t-value of 1.189 suggests that it is not significant. As a result, the
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alternative hypothesis is rejected and the null hypothesis is accepted. Thus, it can be said that high school students from families with 1-5 members and
those with 6-10 members have the same level of total gender sensitivity.

Family Type:The obtained f-value suggests that there is no significant variation in the Family Type and Total Gender Sensitivity. Considering that
the computed f-value (1.414) is not significant at the 5% level. As a result, the alternate hypothesis is acknowledged. As a result, the high school
students from various Family Type exhibit no difference in Total Gender Sensitivity.

Table 4Correlation between Personal variables and
Gender Sensitivity

S.No Personal variables Correlation Score
L School type 195*

2 Gender -.078

3 Medium 2217

4 Mothers Qualification 128

5 Fathers Qualification -011

6 Parental Occupation 013

7 Family Type, .023

8 No of Family Members -116

9 Family Type 085

Note: * - significant at 5%level**-- significant at 1%olevel
Table 4. showed that the coefficient of correlation between the Gender Sensitivity of high school students and their Gender, Mother Qualification,
Father Qualification, Parental occupation, Family members, Family Type is found to be -0.078. 0.128, -0.011, 0.013, 0.023, -0.116 and 0.055 are not
significantly correlated at 0.05% level. The coefficient of correlation between the Gender Sensitivity of high school students and their School type and
Medium found to be 0.195 and 0.221aresignificantly correlated positively at 0.05% level. It is concluded that There is positively significant
correlation between Gender Sensitivity of high school students and their School type and Medium of Instruction.

TABLE 5
STEPWISE REGRESSION OF GENDER SENSITIVITY AND
ITS PERSONAL VARIABLES

Unstandardized Standardized

Model Coefficients Coefficients ) ot Structure
Coefficient
B Std. Error | Beta
(Constant) 36.743 3.699

1 Medium 4729 2.026 221 221 0.065 0.747
2 School Type 2414 1.170 195 .195 0.042 0.482
Note. The dependent variable- Gender Sensitivity,R?>= 0.087, Adjusted R?=0.069, Sr? is squared semi-partial
correlation, F(2, 102)= 4.852.

Table 5 showsType of school, Age, Gender, Medium, Mother Qualification, Father Qualification, Parental occupation, Family Type, Family members
and Family TypeandGender Sensitivity were used in a stepwise multiple regression analysis to predict Gender Sensitivity of the high school students.
The prediction model contained two of the ten predictors and was reached in two steps with 8 variables removed. The model was statistically
significant, F(2, 102)= 4.852,p < .001, and accounted for approximately 8 % of the variance of Gender Sensitivity (R?= 0.087, Adjusted R?=0.069).
Gender Sensitivity is primarily predicted by Medium and followed by School Type. The raw and standardized regression coefficient of predictors
together with their correlation with gender Sensitivity, their squared semi-partial correlations, and their structure coefficients are shown in table-5. The
Medium received the strongest weightage and School Type, received least weightage in model. With the sizeable correlations between the predictors,
the unique variance explained by each of the variables indexed by the squared semi-partial correlation was relatively high: withMedium and School
Type uniquely accounted for approximately 74%, and 48% of the Gender Sensitivity. Inspection of the structure coefficient suggests that,the Medium
and school type were relatively strong indicators of Gender Sensitivity of High school children.
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TABLE 6STEPWISE REGRESSION OF GENDER SENSITIVITY
ANDITS SUB SCALES
Std. 2 Structure
Model B Error Beta r Sr Coefficient
(Constant) 1.039 1.309
1 Gender Equality ’_[eacher’s Values & 1026 079 498 896 0624 0668
Attitude
2 Teacher’s Practices and Strategies 1.003 .104 .343 .821 0.481 0.515
3 Gender Equality .898 117 .265 776 0.368 0.394
Note. The dependent variable- Gender Sensitivity,R?= 0.933, Adjusted R?=0.931, Sr?is squared semi-partial correlation, F(3, 101)=
469.429.

Table 6 showsGender Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, Attention & Persistence and Gender Equality andGender Sensitivity were used in a
stepwise multiple regression analysis to predict Gender Sensitivity of the high school students.

The prediction model contained four of the three predictors and was reached in three steps with no variables removed. The model was statistically
significant, F (3, 101) = 469.429,p < .001, and accounted for approximately 93 % of the variance of Gender Sensitivity (R?>= 0.933, Adjusted
R?=0.931). Gender Sensitivity is primarily predicted by Gender Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, and Teacher’s Practices and Strategies and
followed by Gender Equality. The raw and standardized regression coefficient of predictors together with their correlation with Gender Sensitivity,
their squared semi-partial correlations, and their structure coefficients are shown in table-6. Gender Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, received
the strongest weightage and Teacher’s Practices and Strategies andGender Equalityreceived least weightage in model. With the sizeable
correlations between the predictors, the unique variance explained by each of the variables indexed by the squared semi-partial correlation was
relatively high: withGender Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude, and Teacher’s Practices and Strategies and Gender Equality uniquely
accounted for approximately 67%, 52%, and 40% of the Gender Sensitivity. Inspection of the structure coefficient suggests that,the Gender
Equality Teacher’s Values & Attitude were relatively strong indicators of Gender Sensitivity Teacher’s Practices and Strategiesand Gender
Equality were relatively less strong indicators of Gender Sensitivity of Highschool children.

CONCLUSION :

In the Cuddalore district, a male student, who attends a Private school in English medium, is the child of college level educate mother and school level
educated father, Business parents who earn between Rs 21000 t0 Rs 30,000/- per month, lives with 1-5 family members and only has one parent
demonstrates Moderate Gender sensitivity high school. Medium and School Type have some bearing on the Gender sensitivity of high school students.
While the high school students have moderate School Environment where teachers show Gender equality values & attitude. Thus, improving gender
Sensitivity training for teachers should be the top priorities for educational administrators.
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