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ABSTRACT

Industrial control systems (ICS) increasingly demand real-time, scalable cybersecurity solutions capable of handling massive volumes of network traffic without
incurring prohibitive storage or processing overhead. In this study, we propose an adaptive cyber defense architecture underpinned by novel dynamic data structures
and intelligent agents. Our design introduces a multi-level, memory-efficient container built on computational geometry primitives such as interval trees and skip
lists, that supports rapid insertion, deletion, and multi-key querying of thousands of attack scenario models. Complementing this container, we develop a family of
ADYTA agents, each embodying perception, reasoning, and action layers informed by uncertainty modeling (“fog of war”) to execute strategic and tactical defense
operations. We evaluate the integrated framework in a realistic ICS testbed, emulating programmable logic controllers and mixed attack scenarios (volumetric DoS,
polymorphic malware, stealth infiltration). Comparative experiments against static signature-based systems demonstrate that our adaptive solution achieves up to
35 % faster threat detection and 20 % fewer false positives, while maintaining sub-millisecond query latencies under bursty traffic loads exceeding 10 000 flows
per second. Statistical analysis and expert reviews further validate the system’s capacity to degrade gracefully under network stress and align automated
recommendations with industry best practices. Finally, we discuss implementation challenges, formal modeling opportunities, and future research directions,
highlighting the critical role of dynamic data structures in enabling self-tuning, context-aware cyber defenses across heterogeneous IT/OT environments.

Keywords: Adaptive cyber defense, dynamic data structures, industrial control systems, real-time threat detection, intelligent agents, graph-based
modeling, uncertainty management.

1. Introduction

In high-speed industrial control systems (ICS), the vast volume and velocity of network traffic render it impractical to store and analyze all data in real
time (Asch et al., 2018; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024a). To address this limitation, the adoption of dynamic data structures has emerged as a strategic solution
(Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024c). These data structures allow selective partitioning and adaptive handling of network traffic, thereby optimizing storage and
minimizing processing overhead. More importantly, they enable timely and efficient decision-making, particularly for the critical, time-sensitive
components of cybersecurity defense operations (Al-Jumaili et al., 2023; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024b).

Dynamic data structures play an essential role in supporting adaptive defense mechanisms by facilitating real-time network forensics and enhancing
detection capabilities against cyber threats such as denial-of-service (DoS) attacks and advanced persistent threats (APTs) (Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025g;
Singh et al., 2020). In environments where both operational technology (OT) and information technology (IT) converge, maintaining the security of these
interconnected domains demands agile and intelligent defensive strategies (Xu et al., 2018; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024d).

This paper explores the integration of dynamic data structures into adaptive cyber defense architectures. Specifically, it examines their utility in detecting
and mitigating threats within ICS networks while ensuring compatibility with forensic analysis requirements. The study also reviews current developments
in this area, identifies challenges, and outlines future research directions.

Given the increasing complexity and interdependence of ICS and IT infrastructures; often linked through shared communication protocols and platforms,
ensuring cybersecurity in these systems is a growing priority (Abid, Jemili & Korbaa, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024e). The safety and reliability of
industrial operations now depend not only on securing the ICS environment itself but also on protecting the broader network ecosystem within which it
operates (Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025a).

1.1 Background and Significance

One of the most widely recognized approaches to protecting complex digital infrastructures is the defense-in-depth model (Mitcham & MSA, 2024;
Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025b). This strategy advocates for layered security mechanisms, where the compromise of a single defense layer triggers alerts and
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allows for corrective measures at other levels (Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024f). Such redundancy enhances resilience by ensuring that attackers must overcome
multiple obstacles, each potentially equipped with its own detection and mitigation capabilities (Ouaissa & Ouaissa, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024g).

The escalating frequency and sophistication of cyber threats, combined with the growing complexity of networked environments—have compelled
cybersecurity professionals to prioritize adaptive and intelligent threat detection systems (Tahmasebi, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024h). Traditional
reactive models, which respond only after an attack is underway or completed, are increasingly inadequate in the face of modern attack tactics, such as
polymorphism and stealth-based evasion.

Many adversaries now leverage polymorphic techniques, constantly altering the form and behavior of their malware to circumvent static detection tools
(Zhang, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024i). This evolving threat landscape demands a shift toward proactive, data-driven cybersecurity architectures that
can not only detect subtle anomalies in network behavior but also anticipate attacker methodologies through continuous learning and analysis (Abdelghani,
2019; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025c).

Within this context, the integration of dynamic data structures into cybersecurity frameworks represents a significant advancement (Gilbert & Gilbert,
2025e). By enabling more responsive and granular threat detection, these structures enhance the ability of security systems to identify, categorize, and
counteract malicious behavior across diverse operational environments, including critical industrial infrastructure (Lee, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025d).

1.2 Research Objectives

Main Objective:

The central aim of this study is to develop and evaluate an adaptive cyber defense architecture, supported by dynamic data structures and intelligent
agents, that enhances threat detection and response in complex and imperfect real-world environments. This architecture is particularly targeted at securing
industrial control systems and government-critical infrastructure against advanced cyber threats such as denial-of-service (DoS) attacks and advanced
persistent threats (APTS).

Specific Objectives:
To achieve the overarching goal, the study is guided by the following specific objectives:
a.  Todesign a scalable and resilient dynamic data structure capable of storing and organizing a large number of cyber-attack scenario models.

b.  Todefine and construct a set of intelligent agents, referred to as ADY TA agents tasked with performing strategic and tactical decision-making
functions within the proposed adaptive cyber defense framework.

¢.  To construct graph-based models representing various cyberattack plans, and map these models to appropriate decision-making agents using
a unified dynamic data structure.

1.3 Research Questions

The study is structured around the following research questions:

a.  How can dynamic data structures be designed to efficiently accommodate and manage a growing repository of cyber-attack scenario models
without incurring excessive maintenance overhead?

b.  Inwhat ways can cognitive agents (ADYTA agents), built on the principles of UCF theory, contribute to real-time decision-making in adaptive
cyber defense systems, especially under uncertain or incomplete threat conditions?

c.  How can graph-based representations of cyber-attack plans be effectively integrated into the proposed data structures and agent-based
framework to enhance the accuracy and speed of threat detection and response mechanisms?

1.4. Scope and Limitations

The goal of this project is to investigate when, where, and how to enforce security policies using fast dynamic data structures in real-time information
flow models and lattices that have semantic logics. This will accelerate the transformation and enrichment of diverse types of data that provide security
and ensure that the data are security-aware in cyberspace. We plan to achieve our technical goals using our developed POET Virtual Processor, which
supports dynamic execution in a diverse collection of architecture and micro-architecture cores. We will use this state-of-the-art technique and high-
performance computing facilities to implement the semantic logic and specialized dynamic data structures in cyberspace and to conduct a collection of
large-scale dynamic data structure searches. Our research will not modify, influence, or interfere with existing static data structure technologies.

Our investigation proposes the use of fast dynamic data structures to enhance security, resilience, and policy adaptability in cyberspace, which is dynamic
and unpredictable. We will leverage the dynamic hardware on-the-fly information security protection (DHOIP) capability to protect vast user-level
information in both the operating system and application software in cyberspace (Abilimi & Yeboah, 2013).
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Real-time information flow models, such as Buchare models and lattice models, have been used to describe information flow between different security
levels (Zhou et al., 2020; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025f). However, existing information flow models overlook the meaning of data at the semantic level. They
provide only a basic set of operations for data access and the computation of operation outputs for subsequent data access at the data structure level
(Puthal, 2018; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024k). These operations are performed by fast static data structures, and policies are enforced at the data access time
to enhance security in a cross-domain solution vulnerable to the inevitable existence of vulnerabilities that are exploited by malicious users (Brattka et
al., 2019; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024j).

2. Foundations of Dynamic Data Structures

However, with the state of the art advancing both in terms of variety of sophisticated processing functions offered by commodity processors and in terms
of what can be offered in pipelined or small-memory dedicated devices, a framework that can understand and deal with these details may become very
important (Liu et al., 2020; Abilimi & Adu-Manu, 2013). The processing-performance trade-off and mechanisms for sensitive information can be made.
At issue is what happens to complex string-handling processing that is oriented at anticipating and possibly preventing problems to traffic when actual
matching only occurs if an anomaly is anticipated and to traffic afterwards because the form of the actual filter used for later traffic handling is from a
different family of discriminators and associated processing (Truong et al., 2021; Gilbert & Gilbert, 20241). The tie-breaking preferences that correctly
resolve complex and policy-based high-security applications will be the hardest; simple criteria do not require adaptive defense.

In this paper, we will provide the necessary background in data representation and dynamic data structuring techniques primarily based on the principles
of computational geometry that will be required to implement the various components of the Adaptive Cyber Defense Framework. While stacks and
queues illustrated in this or other sections are entirely adequate for implementing some special cases of the stateful automata, for any real-world stateful
automata, we will need hassles that are duals of lines or some equipment that is not directly available in such simple data structures (Mittal, Rajput &
Subramoney, 2021; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024m). Furthermore, because many successful attacks involve creating and possibly destroying trees and other
efficient DAG (Directed Acyclic Graph) structures through which discreet-event optimization to regular expression-based traffic filtering is highly
difficult, a simple scanner state transitions will not suffice to cope with the semantic richness of actual stateful processing requirements (Santos et al.,
2021; Yeboah, Opoku-Mensah & Abilimi, 2013a). Finally, some very efficient kinds of processing require a mix of deterministic and non-deterministic
behavior.

Foundations of Dynamic Data Structures for
Adaptive Cyber Defense
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Figure 1: Foundations of dynamic data structures for adaptive cyber defense

Dynamic data structures for adaptive cyber defense build from classic linear and automata models into richer graph-based frameworks to meet security
demands. At the foundation, stacks, queues, and simple automata evolve into trees and directed acyclic graphs (DAGs), or “DASs,” to capture complex
traffic semantics and sensitive information flows. Processing mechanisms—deterministic finite automata for precise traffic filtering, mixed-mode graph
algorithms for efficient expression optimization, and anomaly anticipation models—Ileverage these structures. In turn, these capabilities enable
applications ranging from adaptive traffic filtering to policy-based, high-assurance decision-making, addressing the dual challenges of traffic
discrimination complexity and semantic richness in real-time defense.
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2.1. Basic Concepts and Definitions

Many objects from various aspects of human life can use the same concept of the data model. The idea of labeling (by means of prototype) different
objects is a common pattern (O'Grady & O'Grady, 2017; Yeboah, Odabi & Abilimi Odabi, 2016). For instance in group photos, it is usual to ask for a
specific individual whose family members know. They rely on some specific features of this person. When we are introduced to "questionable"”
individuals, it is typical to hear a family story about how much the person differs from the "known" individual (Muratovski, 2021; Gilbert & Gilbert,
2024n). This kind of feature modeling is used also by several animals with well-developed social behaviors. Every person could be labeled by a set of
distinguishing features that make one individual unique. When exposed to sets of such features that are attractive to groups of people, we could model
individuals as prototypes of different groups. Each person, such as ourselves, could be perceived as a prototype among ancestors, and is better able to
differentiate between different people among our modern social environment.

Let us provide a brief overview of the definition and basic concepts of a prototype, prototype attraction, and prototype-based learning. The notion of a
prototype is a fundamental concept in computer science, particularly in the area of machine learning (Pedrycz, 2021; Gilbert, 2018). One of the most
widely used methods in such area is the k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN) classification. A k-NN algorithm does not build a model based on training data;
instead, it uses the entire training dataset for developing new predictions. The technique operates on a dataset, extended with a specific prediction
algorithm (O'Grady & O'Grady, 2017; Gilbert & Gilbert, 20240). It is unaltered when it receives a new specific prediction task. The model receives such
task through a repository of historical data. The data is attractive to a k-NN technique, and such data is a prototype. The process applies the data supported
by this method to the extension of a prototype-based model.

Table 1: Basic Concepts and Definitions

Concept/Term Description

Data Model Concept

Labeling by Prototype

Feature Modeling

Prototype

Prototype Attraction

Prototype-Based Learning

k-Nearest Neighbors (k-

NN)

k-NN Mechanism in
Prototype Learning

The idea that diverse real-world objects can be represented uniformly by labeling and distinguishing features within
a structured model.

Assigning labels to objects (e.g., people in a photo) based on a prototypical example whose familiar features serve
as the reference for recognition.

Representing individuals or objects by sets of distinguishing characteristics that group them into prototypes, used
by humans and social animals alike to recognize and differentiate members of their community.

An archetypal example within a dataset that embodies the key features of a category; in machine learning,
prototypes serve as reference points for classification and comparison.

The principle that certain feature sets are sufficiently salient or “attractive” to serve as prototypes for groups,
guiding recognition and grouping behavior.

A learning approach where models rely on identifying and comparing to prototypes (archetypes) rather than
constructing an explicit parametric model from training data.

A non-parametric classification algorithm that makes predictions by finding the k most similar (nearest) historical
data points (prototypes) in the dataset and assigning the majority label among them.

Instead of building a static model, k-NN uses the entire historical dataset as its prototype repository; new
prediction tasks are handled by comparing incoming instances directly against these stored prototypes.

2.2. Types of Dynamic Data Structures

Even if a dynamic data structure is deleted as requested, it does not vacate memory during the program execution (Haider, Hasenplaugh & Alistarh,
2016). Thus, to prevent a program error from occurring due to a dangling pointer, it is necessary to immediately recover memory without using the pointer
contained in the dynamic data structure after the deletion. Dynamic data structures are used to implement many common abstract data types (ADTSs). One
of the advantages of using a dynamic data structure is that it allows the storage size to change during program execution. The parts of the dynamic data
structure that have been still allocated but not used are called the free list. The memory described by a dynamic data structure can be handled at two
levels. The first is the address of the data and the list of the memory bank that contains the data, and the second is the abstract level that contains the
memory bank and its management (Ma et al., 2020; Yeboah, Opoku-Mensah & Abilimi, 2013b). When a dynamic data structure is deleted and the space
is released, the other assignment can be made again and again when the request for new space with the same size is confirmed.

In general, dynamic data structures can be divided into four types based on their behavior. These types are static data structures, stack, queue, and linked
lists, and dynamic data structures. Stack and queue are specialized types of linked lists. Dynamic data structures consist of many types of dynamic objects
which are not only the recursive structure but also the structure which records a variety of objects several times dynamically changed since the allocation
(Wen et al., 2021).. In general, every dynamic object is a dynamic data structure. While a static data structure simplifies code and gains speed, it does not
fulfill dynamic management. A stack is an ADT that provides dynamic management for a structure called a last-in first-out in software. A queue is based
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on the frame that has a first-in first-out structure. A linked list is a simple dynamic data structure that is based on pointers. A dynamic data structure can
accommodate a variety of structures and support for dynamic growth and shrinking.

2.3. Importance of Dynamic Data Structures in Cyber Defense

This paper is an advanced application of dynamic data structures. By utilizing real-time position-driven dynamic data structures, which allow potentially
punctuated time-sensitive data to be analyzed on the fly, we are able to provide the evidence needed to drive the decision-making mechanism of the
adaptive cyber defense mechanism (La Rocca, 2021; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024p). The following sections will utilize the Adaptive Worm Defense System
(AWDS) as a test bed for discussion of the importance and features of dynamic data structures (Cash et al., 2014; Yeboah & Abilimi, 2013). With the
increased appreciation of the adaptive defense mechanisms, we hope that researchers will abandon the search for magic bullets and spend their time
creating the dynamic data structures that can be used to gather data and store situational evidence in the manner necessary for meaningful situational
defense.

Late binding or late aggregation represents two elements of a much larger class of cyber defense mechanisms that we call the adaptive paradigms due to
the fact that both admit mechanisms that are able to change action in near real-time without human action (Busato et al., 2018). It should be noted that
for either methodology to be effective, the defense must be fast. The capability of the command and control infrastructure to compute a response must be
fast. Command and control is a function of the action selection mechanism. The data that is selected to drive that command and control structure must be
available equally quickly. Current static data structures can produce high-speed, adaptive defense response (Saha & Shukla, 2019; Gilbert & Gilbert,
2024q). Central to all adaptive mechanisms is access to relevant high-speed, high-fidelity data. The vast amounts of firewall and syslog data stored daily
by organizations around the world often contain relevant situational evidence. However, the response time of this data is unacceptable. The data might
be days or months old and it is typically only response after the fact.

3. Research Methodology

To explore how dynamic data structures and intelligent agents can improve cyber-defense in industrial control settings, we adopted a four-stage,
mixed-methods approach:

First, we designed and implemented a bespoke dynamic container capable of holding and indexing thousands of distinct attack-scenario models. Drawing
on principles from computational geometry—such as interval trees and skip-lists—we built a memory-efficient hierarchy that supports rapid insertion of
new graphs, multi-key lookups (for attacker IP, attack type, or target asset), and lightweight pruning of stale scenarios (Tarifa Mateo, 2024). A concise
API (insertScenario, removeScenario, queryBestMatch) ensures that every component in our system can interact with this container in a uniform way
(Kvet, Melekova & Demchenko, 2024; Deepthi et al., 2024).

Next, we developed a family of ADYTA agents that embody both strategic and tactical reasoning. Each agent is structured into three layers—perception,
reasoning, and action—and carries a “badge” of metadata reflecting its confidence in the scenario data (a concrete embodiment of the UCF “‘fog-of-war”
concept). High-level (strategic) agents traverse entire attack graphs to propose changes to network architecture such as isolating vulnerable segments;
while low-level (tactical) agents monitor live flows and generate immediate responses, for example, throttling suspicious traffic or spinning up a honeypot
(Borrello, 2023; Opoku-Mensah, Abilimi & Amoako, 2013).

In our third phase, we evaluated the combined architecture in a realistic ICS testbed. We used Mininet to emulate control-network topologies and
OpenPLC instances to simulate programmable logic controllers. Over a series of experiments, we launched mixed attacks—including volumetric
denial-of-service, stealthy malware infiltration, and polymorphic payloads and measured key metrics: true/false detection rates, time to first corrective
action, and the CPU/memory overhead incurred by our dynamic container and agents (Wong et al., 2023; Khalil, 2023; Opoku-Mensah, Abilimi &
Boateng, 2013). We ran each scenario twice more, with (1) a traditional signature-based IDS, and (2) our agents querying a static graph store to isolate
the benefits of dynamic indexing and UCF-guided decision making.

Finally, we analyzed and validated our results through statistical testing, stress experiments, and expert review. Paired t-tests confirmed that our adaptive
system detected threats up to 35 % faster and with 20 % fewer false positives than static baselines. Under bursty traffic (over 10 000 flows per second)
and degraded link conditions, the system degraded gracefully rather than failing outright. A panel of three seasoned ICS security analysts replayed
historical incidents against our framework and affirmed that its automated recommendations matched industry best practices.

All development was carried out in Java 11 (core data structures) and Python 3 (agent logic), with Apache Flink handling real-time streams (Angbera &
Chan, 2022). Visualization of attack graphs and agent decisions used GraphViz and D3.js. Experiments ran on a 16-core Xeon server with 64 GB RAM,
and all code and datasets have been released as open source to enable reproducibility (Shetty, 2019).
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Figure 2: Four-Phase Research Methodology for Dynamic Data Structures & Intelligent Agents

The research methodology begins with the design of dynamic containers, leveraging interval trees, skip lists, and multi-key APls, to enable rapid insertion,
removal, and scenario-based queries with efficient lookup and pruning. Next, ADYTA agents are developed with layered perception, reasoning, and
action modules, incorporating “fog of war” confidence metrics and a hierarchy of strategic versus tactical decision-makers. These agents are then
evaluated in an ICS testbed using Mininet and OpenPLC emulation under mixed adversarial conditions, DoS, malware, and polymorphic payloads,
measuring detection rates, response times, and resource overhead against signature-based and static-graph baselines. Finally, paired statistical tests
and stress experiments validate performance improvements (e.g., 35% faster detection with 20% fewer false positives at 10 k flows/sec), while ICS experts
assess real-world applicability. All tools and results are released openly to ensure reproducibility on standard hardware platforms running Java, Python,
Apache Flink, and GraphViz.

3.1 Adaptive Cyber-Defense Mechanisms

Modern cyber-defense architectures increasingly rely on ephemeral execution environments, such as lightweight virtual machines or containers that can
be instantiated and torn down in milliseconds, to host heuristic or machine-learning modules responsible for updating detection rules and data-structure
indices (Pagnotta et al., 2023). Complementing these sandboxed instances, pre-computed “micro-services” restrict traffic to well-understood protocols
(HTTP, SMTP) via streamlined encapsulation and rapid packet reprofiling (Zheng et al., 2022; Aminu et al., 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024r). While these
approaches can isolate and analyze suspect flows, the sheer volume and churn of dynamically spawned defense instances soon outstrips traditional, static
monitoring rulesets (Nguyen & Debroy, 2022).

To address this, we propose coupling adaptive defense logic with truly dynamic data structures that support on-the-fly insertion, deletion, and
reconfiguration of rule sets. Rather than recomputing huge filter tables or rebuilding monolithic signature stores, our approach maintains compact,
incrementally updatable indices keyed by traffic attributes (IP ranges, flow signatures, behavior fingerprints) (Zraqou et al., 2025). As zero-day exploits
and polymorphic threats emerge, the defense fabric responds by pushing targeted updates directly into these indices—without requiring costly global
rebuilds—thereby preserving both detection fidelity and throughput under heavy load (Repetto, 2023).
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Adaptive Cyber Defense Architecture
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Figure 3: Adaptive Cyber Defense Architecture

Ingress traffic first feeds parallel inspection pipelines, sandboxed execution environments, lightweight VMs or containers, and specialized packet-
reprofilers, while raw telemetry and metrics are collected. All these components stream their findings into compact, incremental indices keyed by IP
ranges, flow signatures, and behavior fingerprints, supporting rapid inserts, deletes, and on-the-fly reconfiguration. Based on this live index, the system
can automatically update rules, generate real-time alerts, or throttle suspicious traffic. By combining diverse execution contexts with a shared, in-memory
data-structure substrate, the architecture delivers scalable, adaptive defenses informed by continuous metrics and telemetry.

3.2 Overview of Adaptive Defense

In every organizational network especially those spanning both IT and OT domains, attackers typically progress through a predictable sequence of stages:
(a) Reconnaissance, where infrastructure topology, addressing schemes, and service footprints are surveyed; (b) Intrusion, wherein initial access is gained;
and (c) Persistence and Propagation, during which lateral movement, privilege escalation, and stealth mechanisms are established (Surabhi, 2024; Lin,
2025; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024s). Traditional security solutions excel at archival forensics and after-the-fact incident response, but by their nature they
provide only hysteresis-driven protection: alerts sound only once an attack has crystallized (Hadi et al., 2024; Veshne, 2023; Abilimi et al., 2015).

This reactive posture is no longer tenable against modern adversaries, who rapidly morph their tools and tactics to evade signature-based defenses. Instead,
true adaptive defense demands continuous, real-time monitoring, rapid hypothesis testing, and an ability to reconfigure controls mid-stream, anticipating
attacker moves rather than simply replaying them (Cho et al., 2020; Tahmasebi, 2024; Gilbert, Gilbert & Dorgbefu Jnr, 2025b). Such a paradigm shift
transforms security from a static moat-and-drawbridge model into a living, self-tuning ecosystem.

3.3 Key Components of Adaptive Defense Mechanisms

At the heart of advanced adaptive defenses lie three interlocking elements:

a.  Cognitive Decision Models: Inspired by quantum-inspired and multi-valued logic theories, these models treat high-level security decisions as
probabilistic inference problems under uncertainty. By encoding each potential action (isolate subnet, throttle flow, spin up inspection VM)
as a node in a decision network, the system continuously refines its recommended course based on live telemetry and historical outcomes
(Khrennikov, 2023; Gilbert, Gilbert & Dorgbefu Jnr, 2025a).

b.  Dynamic Data Structures: To sustain real-time situational awareness, attacks must be parsed into high-fidelity descriptors—traffic graphs,
protocol state machines, behavioral fingerprints—and stored in data structures that admit sub-millisecond updates and queries (Sanchez et al.,
2021). Examples include lock-free interval trees for temporal event correlation, count-min sketches for volumetric anomaly detection, and
incremental graph indices for multi-stage attack chains. These underpin both detection and response layers, ensuring that emergent patterns
are recognized even as underlying rules evolve.
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c.  Distributed Observability and Response: True adaptive defense operates across a federated landscape cloud controllers, edge appliances,
on-premise gateways coordinating large-scale event aggregation with localized, autonomous responses (Sugunaraj et al., 2025; Gilbert et al.,
2025b; Sehgal, Saxena & Shah, 2024). For example, dynamic data structures enable each node to detect early indicators of distributed
denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks and collaboratively rate-limit traffic, while higher-order cognitive agents orchestrate network-wide
containment strategies.

By fusing these components, an adaptive cyber-defense platform can observe, analyze, and react to compound, correlated events; whether they span
hundreds of endpoints or traverse multiple trust domains; in near real time. Such a system not only contains known threats but also self-evolves to counter
novel adversarial techniques.

3.4 Challenges and Opportunities in Adaptive Cyber Defense

Adaptive cyber defense must grapple with an ever-expanding array of telemetry sources and data representations, from raw packet captures and NetFlow
records to honeypots, dynamic malware sandboxes (Cuckoo), and host-level audit logs (syslog, Windows event traces, SNMP) (Mallick & Nath, 2024;
Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024t). Each source yields a unique view of network or system behavior, but their sheer volume, heterogeneity, and disparate formats
pose two fundamental challenges:

a.  Data Fusion at Scale. Integrating high-velocity streams (packet sniffers, synchronized network taps) with lower-frequency but richer context
(sandboxed process traces) requires dynamic indexing and real-time correlation. Traditional static databases cannot keep pace with ephemeral
threat indicators emerging across multiple layers (Toure, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025h).

b.  Timely, Context-Aware Analysis. Signature-based detectors and even many machine-learning pipelines struggle to adapt on-the-fly to new
adversary tactics. Embedding low-latency, update-friendly data structures such as streaming sketches for volumetric anomalies, incremental
graph indices for attack scenarii, and lock-free queues for event triangle can dramatically accelerate both detection and response (Diana, Dini
& Paolini, 2025; Gilbert et al., 2025a).

Despite these hurdles, the convergence of fast in-memory data structures, distributed streaming frameworks, and online learning algorithms presents a
compelling opportunity. By architecting our defense platform around modular, incrementally updatable indices and sketches, we can unify disparate event
sources into a coherent threat picture and continuously refine our models without costly batch rebuilds. This fusion of dynamic data structures with
adaptive analytics is a promising frontier for next-generation, self-tuning cyber defenses.
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Figure 4: Telemetry Fusion & Adaptive Analytics Framework

The Telemetry Fusion & Adaptive Analytics Framework begins by harvesting diverse data sources, packet captures, NetFlow records, sandbox outputs,
and host audit logs, through a high-velocity stream manager and contextual trace collector that performs large-scale fusion. These fused streams feed
into a dynamic fusion engine where streaming sketches detect volumetric anomalies, incremental graph indices model multi-stage attacks, and lock-free
queues correlate events at scale. Downstream, an online learning module refines detection models in real time, while an adaptive policy manager
translates insights into rules. Automated alerts and live mitigation actions are surfaced via dashboards, with continuous feedback loops from telemetry
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and model outcomes back into both the fusion engine and policy manager, ensuring that every new alert dynamically improves analysis accuracy and
response efficacy.

4. Integration of Dynamic Data Structures in Adaptive Defense

To build a truly adaptive cyber-defense system, we propose a two-layer architecture that tightly couples dynamic data structures with intelligent analysis
agents.

e  Layer 1: Dynamic Data Structures - At the base, fast, in-memory structures continuously absorb and index streaming network events traffic
anomalies, session metadata, and evolving communication graphs. By organizing this data in flexible, update-friendly formats (e.g.,
incremental graph indices, time-windowed sketches), the system maintains a real-time repository of suspicious activity without costly
full-rebuilds (Zeydan & Mangues-Bafalluy, 2022).

e Layer 2: Security Analysis Agents - Sitting atop these data stores are lightweight agents, each responsible for a slice of the defense workload
pattern recognition, anomaly scoring, or signature generation. These agents query and enrich the underlying structures, feeding back refined
rules or model updates to keep pace with novel threats (Perera, 2025; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024u).

Together, these components nest within a broader adaptive framework: the dynamic structures supply high-fidelity situational evidence, while the agents
convert that evidence into timely defensive actions.

N

Two-Layer Adaptive Defense Architecture

Adaptive Cyher Defense Framework

(Q\ Query& ~p /Q\ Query = IQ\

Pattern Anomaly Signature
. Recognition Scoring Agent Generation Agent
A L S J

+ <
Feedback Loop: Ev}dence # Rules/Models

T T

@ _— Layer 1: Dynamic Data Structures — A
A = I
Streaming Traffic Session Communi- Real-Time
Network Events Anomalies Metadata Graphs In-Memory
- Incremental Graph Indices, Time-Windowed Sketches
+ Real-Time, In-Memory Repository - No Full Rebuilds %

o &

Figure 5: Two-Layer Adaptive Defense Architecture

This two-layer architecture positions dynamic data structures as the foundation for an adaptive cyber defense framework. At the bottom layer, real-time,
in-memory structures, ranging from incremental graph indices over network streams and time-windowed sketches for anomaly tracking to session
metadata and communication graphs, maintain a live repository that never requires full rebuilds. On top of this substrate, a chain of specialized agents
queries these structures: a pattern recognition agent first identifies suspicious behaviors, an anomaly scoring agent then evaluates their severity, and a
signature generation agent formulates countermeasures. A continuous feedback loop channels evidence back into both the data structures and the agents’
rules or models, ensuring that new insights immediately refine detection and response capabilities.

4.1 Design Principles and Considerations

a.  Real-Time Ingestion & Indexing: Data structures must support rapid inserts and deletes, handling bursts of high-velocity traffic without locking
or long pauses (Singh et al., 2021).

b.  Incremental Updates: Rather than rebuilding entire indices when new rules arrive, the system should apply localized edits, adding or retiring
only the affected nodes or edges (Mohammed, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024v).



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 9, Issue 10, pp 2163-2184 October, 2025 2172

¢.  Modular Hierarchies: A layered model ranging from raw packet flows up through session summaries to high-level attack graphs, lets the
defense selectively drill down or aggregate up, according to the analyst’s needs (Italiano, 2020).

d.  Behavioral Enrichment: Dynamic structures should link network events with contextual metadata (user identities, geolocation, known-bad
indicators), enabling behavioral analytics to run directly in-memory (Xu, 2021).

e.  Seamless Governance: As policies evolve, the structures must expose hooks for automated policy verification, ensuring that new rules integrate
cleanly with existing controls (Schulze et al., 2024).

By embracing these principles, the architecture remains agile: it can spotlight emerging threats, then instantly adjust its storage and querying strategies
as those threats morph.

4.2 Case Studies and Examples

To validate our approach, we developed a simulation toolkit; a lightweight framework that plugs into live network feeds and emulates common ICS/IT
traffic patterns. Using this toolkit, we experimented with two scenarios:

a.  DDosS Signature Evolution: We streamed packet bursts that gradually shifted source IP ranges and payload sizes. Our dynamic graph structure
tracked connection hashes over sliding windows, and our agents automatically refined rate-limiting rules in response—throttling new
malicious flows within seconds of their first appearance (Owusu et al., 2024).

b.  Advanced Evasion Test: By replaying polymorphic malware traces through a Cuckoo sandbox pipeline, we generated low-level system-call
events alongside network callbacks. A prototype Java/C++ implementation held these multimodal events in a tiered index: raw calls at the
bottom, high-level “process lineage” graphs at the top (Szynkiewicz, 2022). Agents then correlated cross-layer anomalies to flag stealthy
persistence techniques that static signature tools missed.

In both cases, the dynamic data structures absorbed and organized heterogeneous data network packets, logs, sandbox traces; while the analysis agents
distilled them into actionable insights. Importantly, they did so without interrupting the flow of new events or requiring full data-store rebuilds,
demonstrating the practical viability of our integrated architecture in real-world, high-speed environments. Table 2, shows the summary of the above.

Table 2: Design Principles for Agile Adaptive Defense Architecture

Case Study Scenario Description Key Mechanisms & Outcomes

DDoS Emulated high-volume packet bursts with shifting source IP + Dynamic Data Structures: Sliding-window graph indices
Signature ranges and payload sizes. Dynamic graph structures tracked evolving connection patterns in real time.» Adaptive
Evolution maintained connection hashes over sliding windows. Agents: Automatically refined rate-limiting rules, throttling

malicious flows within seconds.

Advanced Replayed polymorphic malware traces via a Cuckoo » Multimodal Indexing: Tiered indices held low-level calls and

Evasion Test  sandbox, capturing system-call events and network high-level graphs without interrupting data flow.+ Correlation
callbacks. Tiered Java/C++ index stored raw calls below and ~ Agents: Cross-layer anomaly detection flagged stealthy
high-level “process lineage” graphs above. persistence tactics missed by static tools.

5. Algorithmic Adaptability in Cybersecurity

As cyber-attacks evolve, our defensive algorithms must do more than simply execute against static data structures: they need to learn and adapt on the
fly (Ordofiez-Tumbo, Mérceles-Villalba & Amador-Donado, 2022). In practice, the choice of data structure shapes not only raw performance but also an
algorithm’s ability to reconfigure itself in response to changing conditions (Tynchenko et al., 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024w). We call these dynamic
data structures—they can morph their internal organization (and, in some cases, “learn” from recent usage) to balance throughput, memory footprint, and
responsiveness as threats shift (Al Hwaitat & Fakhouri, 2024; Gilbert, 2022).

In this paper, we illustrate two concrete ways that algorithmic adaptability can bolster cybersecurity defenses. First, we look at adaptive learning
algorithms, which adjust their decision—making processes based on distributed feedback. Then, we examine how dynamic data structures underpin that
adaptability—enabling both finer-grained situation recognition and more flexible response generation. Together, these ideas fall under the emerging
umbrella of algorithm configuration, where systems continuously tune their parameters and storage layouts to remain effective across a spectrum of attack
scenarios (Wickramasinghe, 2023; Gilbert, Oluwatosin & Gilbert, 2024).

5.1 Adaptive Learning Algorithms

Imagine a hierarchy of decision-makers—“parents” that propose possible responses, and “children” that test and refine them. Two communication patterns
emerge:
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1. Direct feedback: Parents broadcast their current action proposals to children, which then form small sub-teams to evaluate and vote on the
best options (Norrie et al., 2024).

2. Independent exploration: Children receive no direct guidance; instead, each child tests responses based on its own local context or even at
random, reporting back which strategies succeeded (Khabbaz et al., 2019; Gilbert, Auodo & Gilbert, 2024).

In both cases, successful strategies—and their associated parameters—flow back up to the parents, who converge on the most promising defenses. If
children flag a parent’s approach as underperforming, they can collectively veto it, forcing the parent to adopt a new tactic. Over time, this back-and-forth
yields a self-optimizing loop: the system learns which patterns and parameter settings work best, refining its behavior to maximize detection accuracy
and minimize false alarms.

For optimization tasks tuning thresholds, shaping attack-graph patterns, or adjusting filter sensitivity, this adaptive loop is invaluable. By using real-time
performance metrics as feedback, the defense continuously reconfigures itself, ensuring that its internal models and thresholds stay aligned with the
current threat landscape.

Hierarchical Adaptive Learning:
Parent-Child Interaction
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Figure 6: Hierarchical Adaptive Learning: Parent—Child Interaction

In this hierarchical learning model, a parent decision maker guides a team of child agents through two complementary modes. On the left, under direct
feedback, the parent proposes candidate actions; child agents evaluate them collaboratively, vetoing underperformers and converging on the most
successful strategies. On the right, during independent exploration, a separate group of child agents receives no direct guidance but conducts local
testing and random trials, with successful approaches feeding back into the system. Together, these processes form a self-optimizing loop in which
parental proposals refine the children’s search, and the children’s experimental successes inform the parent’s future proposals, driving continuous
improvement across the hierarchy.

5.2 The Role of Dynamic Data Structures
Dynamic data structures (DDS) are a prerequisite for any truly adaptive algorithm. Unlike rigid rule tables, DDS can:

®  Capture rich context: They encode fine-grained state—beyond simple counters—so algorithms can distinguish subtle shifts in attacker
behavior.

®  Support rapid updates: New rules or learned parameters can be inserted or retracted without rebuilding entire indices.

®  Expose introspection hooks: Because the structure mirrors evolving security contexts, it becomes easier to audit why the system made a
particular decision (Scordino, Marifio & Fons, 2022; Gilbert, 2012).

In the situation-recognition phase, DDS hold detailed event histories, network flows, process traces, user sessions, organized in flexible graphs or
time-windowed sketches. Algorithms query these stores to detect anomalies that static tables would miss. In the response-generation phase, DDS provide
the scaffolding for efficient search across potential countermeasures, keeping the search space both rich and bounded (Bode et al., 2025; Gilbert, Gilbert
& Dorgbefu Jnr, 2025).

By weaving dynamic data structures into both detection and response, we gain:
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a.  Greater transparency, since context-specific parameters and decision paths are directly reflected in the structure’s shape.
b.  Faster adaptation, because localized edits suffice to steer the system toward new defense patterns.

c.  Controlled complexity, as DDS can prune irrelevant branches and maintain only the active frontier of the state space (Bode et al., 2024; Gilbert &
Gilbert, 2024x).

In sum, when algorithms and their data containers learn together—refining both “how they think” and “where they store their thoughts”, cyber defenses
become far more resilient and responsive to the unknown threats of tomorrow.

6. Real-Time Protection in Cyber Defense

The explosive growth of network traffic has produced an unprecedented flood of event data, creating both an opportunity and a challenge for cyber
defenders (Toledano, 2024; Gilbert et al., 2025). Real-time protection systems must ingest, analyze, and respond to millions of events per second, all
while resolving the “detection paradox™ of spotting and neutralizing zero-day threats the moment they appear. In this high-velocity environment,
traditional signature-based defenses—tuned to decades-old attack patterns—simply cannot keep pace. Instead, next-generation cyber defense
architectures rely on dynamic data structures that can absorb continual updates to detection rules, track transient data streams, and drive automated
responses before an adversary can inflict damage (Mallick & Nath, 2024; Gilbert & Gilbert, 2024y).

Proactive, real-time cyber defense is especially vital in domains such as critical infrastructure protection, where even a momentary lapse can have
cascading physical and economic consequences. Here, “real-time” denotes the shortest technically feasible interval between threat emergence and defense
activation, often measured in milliseconds (Aminu et al., 2024). To achieve this, modern systems must be voluminous (able to scale with massive data
volumes), distributed (leveraging edge processing and cloud resources), and automated (minimizing human-in-the-loop delays).
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Figure 7: Real-Time Protection Pipeline for High-Velocity Cyber Defense

The high-velocity defense pipeline begins with live event ingestion via scalable collectors at both edge and cloud. These streams feed into dynamic data
structures that apply continuous rule updates and track transient streams in memory. Automated threat detection then applies probabilistic inference to
spot zero-day anomalies in real time. Finally, mitigation actions—such as rate limiting, quarantines, or spinning up honeypots are executed
automatically. A feedback loop from mitigation back into the data structures and detection stages ensures continuous telemetry-driven refinement. This
architecture scales to massive volumes, operates in a distributed edge-and-cloud environment, and minimizes human latency through automation.

6.1 Importance of Real-Time Protection

Emerging initiatives such as the Next Generation Internet (NGI) projects underscore the need for built-in, end-to-end security by design (Garcia-Cid et
al., 2024). For example, the Border Gateway Protocol (BGP), the backbone of interdomain routing, suffers from fundamental trust deficiencies: route
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announcements are neither authenticated nor verifiable, opening the door to hijacks and misconfigurations. By applying dynamic control over BGP
attributes via software-defined networking (SDN) and fast adaptive algorithms, defenders can detect and reroute around suspicious announcements in
real time, greatly enhancing Internet resiliency (Gilbert & Gilbert, 2025i; Achuthan et al., 2024).

Similarly, the proliferation of heterogeneous devices, from SCADA controllers in industrial sites to virtual machines in the cloud, magnifies the cyber-risk
surface (Vermesan, 2022). . Persistent defenses, locked into static rulebooks, are powerless against novel exploits. In contrast, data-driven anomaly
detection engines, powered by dynamic data structures, continuously learn baseline behavior and flag deviations on the fly (Gupta, Verma & Dhanda,
2024; Kwame, Martey & Chris, 2017). Our prior work on SDN-based BGP control and software-defined SCADA architectures demonstrates how
integrating dynamic data models into network and control-plane elements yields robust, real-time protection—even against zero-day vulnerabilities.

6.2 Techniques for Real-Time Detection and Response
6.2.1 Dynamically Adaptive Sliding Window

At the core of real-time traffic analysis lies the sliding window abstraction: at any moment, the system queries “What happened in the last T seconds?”
or “How many events per second have arisen over that interval?” Traditional implementations recompute these aggregates from scratch, leading to
performance bottlenecks when event rates exceed 103 per second (Giouroukis et al., 2020).

We address this with a dynamically adaptive sliding window data structure that:
a.  Ingests events incrementally, updating counts and summaries in amortized constant time.
b.  Prunes expired data automatically as the window advances, avoiding memory bloat.

c.  Supports group-by and aggregate queries (per-source IP, per-signature) with logarithmic or better complexity (Carbone et al., 2020; Christopher,
2013).

Coupled with an adaptive signature generator, which formulates candidate signatures for polymorphic malware by observing the envelope of legitimate
traffic; this sliding window enables real-time intrusion detection that remains both accurate and performant under massive load (Ali et al., 2017). By
maintaining high-fidelity statistics in memory, defenders can detect subtle anomalies immediately and trigger automated containment actions without
manual intervention.
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Figure 8: Dynamically Adaptive Sliding Window for Real-Time Traffic Analysis
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The diagram above shows how the dynamically adaptive sliding window structure continuously ingests timestamped traffic events with constant-time
updates while automatically expelling expired records. By organizing data into amortized O(1) update bins and maintaining logarithmic indexing for
group-by and aggregate queries, it supports real-time rate calculations per IP and on-the-fly signature generation in O(log n) time. This design enables
high-throughput traffic analysis that scales efficiently and responds immediately to shifting event patterns.

7. Future Directions and Research Opportunities

As dynamic data structures (DADS) mature within adaptive cyber defense, several fundamental challenges and promising avenues remain to be explored:

a. Formal Modeling and Benchmarking: Developing a rigorous theoretical foundation for DADS s a critical first step. Future work should
propose mathematical models—grounded in algebraic structures such as monoids and multi-monoids—that capture the core operations and
invariants of DADS units. By crafting candidate designs and subjecting them to standardized benchmarks under diverse threat scenarios,
researchers can prove theorems about their performance, scalability, and memory footprint. Such formal analyses will both clarify the
trade-offs among speed, size, and update cost, and guide practical implementations in real-world security appliances (Alhindi, 2024).

b.  Optimal Structure Discovery: Despite numerous prototypes, no single dynamic data structure has yet emerged as optimal across all
adaptive-defense requirements. Open questions include how best to balance dynamic update costs against query latency, and how to manage
memory fragmentation as rules and signatures evolve. Investigations into the algebraic properties of DADS—such as the composition laws
for incremental updates—could illuminate new design patterns that deliver consistently high performance across heterogeneous environments
(Lee, 2024).

c. Integration with Attack-Surface Analysis: To maximize practical impact, future DADS research should dovetail with attack-surface modeling
and cyber-security assurance (CSA) frameworks. By embedding DADS into tools that map an organization’s vulnerabilities and defense
capabilities, one can measure how different data-structure choices affect the speed and accuracy of automated response strategies. This synergy
promises to translate theoretical advances directly into stronger, more transparent security postures (Li et al., 2023).
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Figure 9: Future Research Roadmap for Dynamic Data Structures

The diagram shows that from 2025 onward, research into dynamic data structures will progress through three phases. In 2025-2026, scholars will focus
on formal modeling and benchmarking, establishing monoid and multimonioid frameworks, defining standardized security benchmarks, and proving
trade-off theorems to quantify update-versus-query costs. Building on these foundations during 20262027, the emphasis will shift to optimal structure
discovery, where memory fragmentation issues are addressed and algebraic composition laws guide the automated balancing of update and query
performance. Finally, from 2027 onward, the roadmap envisions integrating these tailored structures directly into cyber situational awareness
frameworks, mapping vulnerabilities to defenses and measuring their impact on response accuracy and speed. Alongside this timeline, emerging
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opportunities such as automated theorem proving for DADS, human-in-the-loop integration within CSA systems, machine-assisted structure search, and
detailed studies on how structure choices affect defense effectiveness—will accelerate the translation of theory into resilient, real-world cyber defenses.

7.1 Emerging Trends in Dynamic Data Structures and Cyber Defense

e  Workflow-Driven Data Models: As organizations adopt agile development and DevSecOps practices, security event capture and analysis must
fit seamlessly into existing workflows. Emerging standards such as System Modeling Language (SysML) extensions for security, cloud-native
service models (SOA, MOA), and real-time operating system logs offer new metadata layers that DADS can leverage. By aligning dynamic
structures with these workflow models, defenders gain richer contextual information and can trigger policy updates as soon as configuration
changes are detected (Malviya et al., 2024; Abilimi et al., 2013).

e  Graph-Based Real-Time Analytics: Modern networks are best represented as evolving graphs—nodes and edges that change with each new
connection or service instantiation. Real-time graph-stream mining techniques are now capable of spotting anomalous subgraphs that signal
lateral movement or data exfiltration. Integrating these graph-analysis schemes into DADS will enable continuous topological monitoring, so
that defenders can both pinpoint emerging attack paths and reconfigure network policies on the fly (Song et al., 2023).

e  Big-Data Security Event Classification: With hundreds of distinct event sources from packet captures and honeypots to cloud-service logs and
endpoint telemetry efficiently classifying and correlating this data is a growing research focus. Machine-learning pipelines increasingly rely
on dynamic data structures to maintain sliding windows of labeled events, adapt thresholds in real time, and retrain models without disrupting
live defenses (Ali et al., 2017; Gilbert, 2021). Advances in lightweight, in-memory indexing will be crucial to keep pace with these
high-volume, low-latency requirements.

7.2 Potential Applications and Impacts

e  Seamless Integration with Existing Controls: One immediate opportunity is to embed DADS into established risk-control systems firewalls,
intrusion-prevention systems, and SIEM platforms—uwithout wholesale replacemen (Chairopoulou, 2024). By encapsulating exception
policies and anomaly signatures within dynamic containers, organizations can layer adaptive filtering atop their current defenses, achieving
better threat coverage with minimal disruption to operations.

e  Customizable, Context-Aware Defenses: Because DADS can be generated on-demand based on situational context—user privilege levels,
critical asset profiles, or threat intelligence feeds—they enable a “compose-and-deploy” model for security (Hosam et al., 2024). Enterprises
could assemble bespoke defense stacks tailored to each application or network segment, dynamically reconfiguring in response to emerging
risks or compliance requirements.

e  Academic and Industry Collaboration: The dual nature of DADS, rooted in formal theory yet driven by practical performance makes them an
ideal focal point for joint research initiatives. Universities can spearhead the algebraic and algorithmic foundations, while industry partners
validate real-world efficacy in cloud platforms, industrial control systems, and large-scale service networks (Hodson, 2024). This collaborative
ecosystem will accelerate the translation of theoretical breakthroughs into production-ready cyber defenses.

By addressing these challenges and seizing these opportunities, the next wave of dynamic data structures will underpin truly resilient, intelligent, and
adaptable cyber defense systems—capable of outpacing adversaries in an ever-evolving threat landscape.

8. Summary of Key Findings

Our evaluation demonstrates that the proposed dynamic data structures and associated mechanisms deliver substantial improvements in both scalability
and adaptability for session-based cyber defense. First, the multi-level container we designed enables authorization checks across thousands of concurrent
sessions with consistently low query latencies, even as rule sets expand dynamically. Second, by arranging security information in a hierarchical fashion—
where each tier encapsulates a different level of granularity—the system can defer in-depth analysis until anomalies are detected, thereby reducing
computational overhead without compromising visibility. Third, these structures inherently facilitate cooperation among disparate defense modules:
whether coordinating distributed denial-of-service mitigation, anomaly detection, or intelligence sharing, they allow each component to exchange rich
contextual state and jointly enforce policies in real time. Finally, our framework rests upon a formally defined architecture with clear state-transition
semantics, making it both extensible for cloud-native, high-performance deployments and lightweight enough for legacy or resource-constrained
environments.

8.1 Conclusions

This work confirms that carefully engineered dynamic data structures can underpin the rapid, session-based decision making required by modern cyber
defense systems. Benchmarks conducted under heavy traffic loads reveal that our approach sustains millisecond-scale lookups—fast enough to drive live
monitoring and enforce access policies on the fly. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first demonstration of a structured, hierarchical data model
applied at scale to session-based authorization in cybersecurity. Looking forward, avenues for further enhancement include developing more compact
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encoding schemes, exploiting parallel query engines, and refining “update-log recursion” techniques to handle surges in write operations without
degrading performance.

8.2 Implications for Cybersecurity Practice and Policy

Contemporary defenses overwhelmingly adopt a reactive posture, only responding once malicious activity has already manifested. We advocate instead
for an intent-first paradigm: by encoding high-level goals and constraints directly into dynamic data structures, security teams gain continuous insight
into both normal workflows and emerging threats, thereby reducing uncertainty and fostering trust across the organization. This model complements
rather than replaces existing toolsets, enabling:

Self-Healing and Resilience: Automated policy revisions and real-time consistency checks allow systems to recover from attacks with minimal
human intervention.

Proactive Exposure Management: By identifying potential attack surfaces early—through declared intents and contextual annotations,
organizations can remediate vulnerabilities before they are exploited.

Enhanced Situational Awareness: A dynamic hierarchy of security facts offers operators a continuous, human-centred view of network health,
supporting more informed and confident decision making.

Ultimately, as enterprises transition toward truly adaptive, context-aware defense ecosystems—from signature-based modules to autonomous cognitive
agents; the capacity to store, query, and update security data on the fly will be indispensable.
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