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ABSTRACT  

The rise of social media and its effect on intellectual health acquired foreign exchange in present day days. Social media has extensively inspired mental fitness, 

with every first-rate and bad effects. This paper explores the psychological impact of social media use, emphasizing its results on melancholy, tension, conceitedness, 

and social evaluation. Though social media can feature a platform for emotional manual and network building, immoderate use of  social media structures can make 

contributions to intellectual distress, mainly amongst teens and young adults.  This paper integrates empirical studies to spotlight the dual impact of social media 

and indicates potential interventions for mitigating its negative effects. 
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Introduction  

social media has delivered the globe to your step of not unusual man. While it offers severa blessings, apprehensions concerning its impact on mental 

fitness have emerged alarmingly and had been mentioned in plenty of structures. (Keles, McCrae, & Grealish, 2020). The tremendous use of social 

networking websites (SNS) along with Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok has introduced about discussions and debates about their mental implications. 

This paper examines the relationship between social media and intellectual health, addressing every first-rate and terrible outcomes. 

Social Media and Depression:   

There are many studies papers that link social media use with depressive signs and symptoms and signs. Studies suggest that excessive show display 

screen time correlates with better ranges of depression, mainly amongst teens (Twenge, Joiner, Rogers, & Martin, 2018). “Doom scrolling’ is a 

phenomenon this is attributed to the an man or woman who spends a variety of time watching bad data and content material cloth, This ends in  prolonged 

emotions of helplessness and sadness (Nesi & Prinstein, 2015). Furthermore, passive engagement—including scrolling with out interacting—has been 

positioned to annoy depressive signs (Keles et al., 2020). 

Anxiety and Social Media Usage 

 Excessive use of social media among children and youth has proved to bring anxiety disorder in them. Studies suggest people who use social  media 

experience a pressure to maintain an online persona and this contributes to social anxiety and stress (Vannucci, Flannery, & Ohannessian, 2017). The 

relentless need for validation through likes and comments can lead to heightened anxiety, particularly among young users (Chou & Edge, 2012) and often 

such people feel ignored, neglected and lonely , when no one likes or comments on their posts. Additionally, the fear of missing out (FOMO) has been 

identified as a significant contributor to social media-induced anxiety (Przybylski, Murayama, DeHaan, & Gladwell, 2013). 

Social Comparison and Self-Esteem  

Social comparison theory postulates that individuals evaluate themselves by comparing their lives to that of others (Festinger, 1954). Social media 

intensifies this tendency by presenting unrealistic portrayals of life, that are not suitable to one’s own culture. A constant exposure to idealized images 

leads to lower self-esteem and body dissatisfaction (Perloff, 2014) which may eventually lead one to isolate himself/ herself from reality. Instagram, in 

particular, has been criticized for fostering negative self-perception among young women (Fardouly, Diedrichs, Vartanian, & Halliwell, 2015). 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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Positive Psychological Effects of social media  

On the other hand, social media can also serve as a source of psychological support. Online communities provide platforms for individuals experiencing 

mental health challenges to seek advice and support and find solace in sharing their agonies with trusted ones, with whom they can confide in (Naslund, 

Aschbrenner, Marsch, & Bartels, 2016). Social media has also facilitated mental health awareness campaigns, reducing the stigma of being branded 

mentally ill or a misfit in the society and thereby encouraging help-seeking behaviours, (Bailey, Matz, Youyou, & Stillwell, 2020), which were not 

common in the society earlier. Platforms such as Twitter and Reddit have been instrumental in providing peer-to-peer support networks (Guntuku, Yaden, 

Kern, Ungar, & Eichstaedt, 2017). 

Interventions and Recommendations  

To mitigate the negative impact of social media, and to take care that people do not get into media addiction, several interventions have been proposed. 

Digital literacy programs on such themes on media addiction and impact can help users develop critical awareness and insightfulness regarding online 

content (Chassiakos, Radesky, Christakis, Moreno, & Cross, 2016). Additionally, mindfulness-based strategies, such as scheduled breaks and applications 

of other positive psychology practices like yoga, have been suggested to reduce anxiety and depressive symptoms (Huang, 2017). In order to encourage 

healthier interactions, social media companies can also make design adjustments, such as lessening the algorithmic emphasis on engagement-driven 

content. (Orben, Dienlin, & Przybylski, 2019). 

Conclusion  

The effects of social media on mental health are complex and include both advantages and disadvantages. Social media is often linked with depression, 

anxiety, and low self-esteem, it also provides avenues for support and advocacy. Future research should explore strategies to maximize positive outcomes 

while mitigating negative effects. Public awareness and policy changes can contribute to a healthier digital environment. 
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