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ABSTRACT 

Discussing the design and analysis of a box culvert, focusing on its economic and structural advantages, particularly in road construction. Designing and analyzing 

box culverts saves both time and money, leading to better planning for road projects. They are cost-effective and can be constructed quickly with efficient 

workmanship, reducing project timelines and costs. By considering weather conditions and other environmental factors during selection, the risks associated with 

construction can be minimized, making box culverts a safer choice for road and infrastructure projects. The moment distribution method is a common technique 

used for analyzing box culverts. This method helps solve structural parameters such as moments and forces in the box culvert. Box culverts experience more stress 

in cases without a cushion compared to those with a cushion, which implies that the cushion case provides better structural performance. The design of box culverts 

includes consideration of three pressure cases, likely referring to the different load conditions and how the structure reacts under various pressures The box culvert 

design can include Class 70 (R) Loading, which is typically used for highway bridges and culverts, providing a higher load capacity compared to Class A Loading. 

These standards ensure the culvert can support various traffic loads and conditions. 
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Introduction 

Box culverts are indeed a versatile and essential component in infrastructure projects, particularly when it comes to handling drainage, water flow, and 

transportation needs. Their strength, durability, and adaptability make them an ideal solution for allowing water to pass beneath roads, railways, and other 

types of structures without compromising the stability of the overlying infrastructure. 

Some key advantages of box culverts include: 

Precast Strength and Durability: Precast concrete box culverts are highly durable and can withstand heavy loads and harsh environmental conditions, 

ensuring a long lifespan with minimal degradation. 

Cost-Effectiveness: Precasting these culverts reduces on-site labor and construction time, making them a more cost-effective solution compared to other 

drainage systems like arch or circular pipes. 

Customizability: Box culverts can be tailored to meet specific project dimensions in terms of length, height, and width. This flexibility is especially 

useful in projects with unique clearance, water flow, or load-bearing needs. 

Ease of Installation: Box culverts can be installed quickly and efficiently, as they are prefabricated in controlled environments and transported to the 

site for assembly, minimizing disruption to the project timeline. 

Low Maintenance: Once installed, box culverts require little maintenance compared to other drainage solutions. Their design reduces the likelihood of 

clogging and erosion. 

These features make box culverts a popular choice for engineers and contractors when planning infrastructure projects involving stormwater management, 

transportation, or flood control systems. 

Literature Review 

Anwer H. Dawood et al (2024) Using a digital elevation model and the Water Modeling System (WMS) software, you assessed the catchment area and 

factors contributing to flooding. Hydrological, climatic, and soil data were gathered and analyzed using the Harmonized World Soil Database (HWSD), 
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while hydraulic calculations using the Hydrological Engineering Center-Hydrological Modeling System (HEC-HMS) determined the maximum flood 

discharge for 50, 100, and 200-year return periods. 

To resolve the flooding issue, you designed a new culvert using Bentley Culvert Master software. The analysis showed that the current culvert is 

inadequate, prompting the design of a new cross-section area of 52.5 m², which can accommodate a flow capacity of 201 m³/s for a 100-year return 

period. This new culvert design is a more economical and efficient solution, surpassing the existing culvert's capacity and ensuring floodwaters will no 

longer rise to street level, mitigating future flooding risks on the Erbil-Kirkuk roadway. 

Imran Bhutto et al (2023) was explain box culverts are vital structures facilitating drainage, water passage, and serving as traffic routes beneath roads. 

They are designed in various shapes and sizes to meet specific waterway and traffic demands. This review paper offers an in-depth analysis of the 

advancements and studies related to box culverts. Through a comprehensive literature review and analysis of past research, the study identifies key 

findings that shape the research objectives. Specifically, this work focuses on analyzing the performance of box culverts under different skew angles and 

span-to-height (S/H) ratios for two-cell configurations. The paper aims to provide technical insights and recommendations for future research on the 

structural behavior of box culverts. 

Payal Jain et al (2022) was study the design process for box culverts, including the effects of different loads and conditions. IRC (Indian Roads Congress) 

loading standards are crucial in determining the structural capacity of box culverts. These loadings include vehicular loads, live loads from traffic, and 

dynamic forces that the structure must endure throughout its lifespan. The pressure exerted by the soil or embankment surrounding the culvert affects the 

design significantly. The culvert must be designed to resist these pressures, both vertically and horizontally, to ensure structural stability. The depth of 

the cushion, which refers to the thickness of the earth or road over the culvert, also plays a critical role. This impacts how loads are distributed on the 

culvert and must be accounted for to prevent excessive stress on the structure. The culvert must be designed to withstand the maximum bending moments 

and shear stresses induced by various loads. This involves ensuring that the structural elements, such as the walls, roof, and floor of the culvert, are 

adequately reinforced to prevent failure. Culverts are crucial for balancing flood water levels on both sides of an embankment. Proper sizing and 

positioning help to manage water flow, preventing the buildup of water pressure that could lead to flooding or structural damage. The culvert design must 

account for long-term durability, including resistance to environmental factors like water flow, soil erosion, and potential chemical exposure from water 

or soil. 

Sudhir kushwaha et al (2020) was study project on box culverts focuses on their critical role in transportation networks and the structural design 

considerations. Box culverts, often made of reinforced concrete (RCC), allow water to pass beneath roadways or railways, ensuring that traffic can 

continue unobstructed while allowing for natural water flow. Box culverts allow water to flow under infrastructure, managing natural drainage or crossing 

watercourses. They balance floodwaters on both sides of an embankment, reducing flood risk. Box culverts are typically constructed using RCC but May 

also use masonry materials. They can be arch, slab, or box-shaped, with their design tailored to hydraulic considerations and site conditions. Box culverts 

face the same traffic loads as the roads they support. The structural design of culverts considers various load cases (empty, full, surcharge loads) and 

factors like live load, earth pressure, braking force, and impact factor. These considerations are aligned with the guidelines outlined in IRC Codes. The 

size, invert level, and layout of a culvert depend on hydraulic requirements. Factors such as road profile and embankment conditions dictate the need for 

cushion (fill above the culvert). Aims to analyze and design box culverts using STAAD Pro software, focusing on maximum bending moments and 

shear forces. STAAD Pro results should align closely with manual calculations, validating the structural integrity of the culvert. roject highlights the use 

of software tools like STAAD Pro for efficient analysis and design, helping to ensure that box culverts meet structural and hydraulic requirements. 

Roshan Patel et al (2019) was focused on the design and analysis of box culverts, which serve as crucial structures when water streams intersect 

transportation routes like roads, railways, or flyovers. These structures are favored over bridges for their cost-effectiveness and ease of installation. In 

your study, you're reviewing various design methodologies, comparing software-based approaches with manual calculations, and adhering to IS standards 

such as IRC-6-2000 and IS 21-2000 for structural design. Study examines the impact of various IRC load classes on box culverts, particularly under 

conditions with and without cushioning (i.e., fill material over the culvert). These loadings represent the types of live loads, like vehicular or train 

loads,that the culvert must bear. Analyzing how pressure affects the box culvert in different states: empty, full, and subjected to surcharge loads. These 

cases determine how forces will be distributed and resisted by the structure in real-world conditions. The additional forces applied due to sudden or 

dynamic impacts, such as from vehicles. The horizontal force exerted when vehicles decelerate while crossing the culvert. By considering all of these 

factors, your study addresses the structural integrity of box culverts under bending moments and shear forces. You aim to provide insights into how the 

culvert can withstand these forces, making use of both software simulations and manual calculations to validate the design against Indian Standards (IRC 

codes). This thorough analysis ensures the durability and safety of the culverts in real-world scenarios. 

Vasu Shekhar Tanwar et al (2018) analyzes the impact of flared portions on stress distribution in a structure. Here's a brief interpretation of the results. 

The paper suggests that the stress values increase in the flared portion of the structure, likely because of the geometric concentration of forces in this 

area. Conversely, the shear values decrease as the flared portion is increased. This may indicate that flaring helps in redistributing shear forces more 

efficiently, thus reducing localized shear stress. These stresses decline, which could imply a reduction in overall stress concentration, providing a positive 

structural benefit. Lower principal stresses generally mean improved stability and reduced risk of failure. The paper includes graphs showing how stress 

values vary with different geometrical configurations of the flared portion. It shows that stress values drop in various cases due to the introduction of 

flaring, which enhances the stress distribution efficiency. The structural modification of adding a flared portion results in better stress management and 

reduces the likelihood of stress-related issues 
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Ajay R. Polra et al (2017) conducted an analysis considering factors like the box coefficient of earth pressure, cushion, width or angle of dispersion, and 

load case in the design. The cushion likely serves to distribute the load more evenly, reducing the localized stress on the structure. When there's no 

cushion, or when the angle of dispersion is zero, the loads are concentrated, leading to higher stresses in the structure. This is a common observation in 

design scenarios where cushion layers are used to mitigate stresses by improving load distribution. Could you clarify which specific structure or 

component you were analyzing, and what materials or design codes were in use.  

Ayush Tiwari et al (2017) conducted a detailed study comparing solid slab and RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) box bridges, analyzing them based 

on their quantity estimation, specifications, and Schedule of Rates (SOR) detailing for each type of work. Your conclusion indicates that for spans up to 

9 meters, RCC box-type bridges are preferable, while for spans ranging from 9 to 15 meters, solid slab bridges should be used. Takes into account various 

factors such as material usage, structural efficiency, and cost-effectiveness. If you need any assistance in discussing these findings or further analysis 

A. D Patil et al (2016) discussing an analysis related to the design and analysis of a box under various loading conditions, with and without cushioning, 

and considering different aspect ratios and bending moments. You have determined the maximum bending moments for each loading condition, both 

with and without cushioning. It appears that the results show the load combination to be critical for all aspect ratios. You observed that the bending 

moments either vary or remain constant depending on whether cushioning is present, and this is linked to different aspect ratios. The water ratio you 

experimented with (1:1.5) has a negligible effect on the outcome, while the water ratio 2:3 showed an empty result. plays a role in the behavior of the 

box under load, impacting the bending moments differently based on the aspect ratio. 

Ketan Kishor Sahu et al (2015) a study involving the analysis of hydraulic structures (like culverts or channels) using software to evaluate various 

parameters such as bending moment, shear force, discharge capacity, and loads for different aspect ratios of a structure's cell. Hydraulic and structural 

analysis software (like ANSYS, SAP2000, or a hydraulic-specific software like HEC-RAS) is used to evaluate the behavior of the structure under different 

conditions. Software helps simulate flow conditions, discharge capacity, and other hydraulic parameters for the structure. Evaluation of bending moments, 

shear forces, and the load-carrying capacity of different parts of the structure (e.g., bottom slab, side walls, and top slab). The study likely considered 

varying aspect ratios (the ratio of height to width or similar geometric properties) for the cell of the structure. Changing these ratios influences how the 

structure responds to hydraulic loads and structural forces. Varies for different structural components like the bottom slab, side walls, and top slab 

depending on the aspect ratio. The analysis produced tables and graphs that show how the hydraulic and structural parameters change for different aspect 

ratios of the structure’s cell. The results were declared based on these software-generated data tables, where comparisons could be made between different 

configurations of the hydraulic structure. 

Sujata Shreedhar et al (2013) conducted an analysis on a single and two-cell box culvert using STAAD Pro software, focusing on the moments, shear, 

and thrust. You also studied the impact of the ratio between length and height (L/H), such as 1.0 and 1.25. Here’s a step-by-step breakdown of the process 

and how these elements affect the design. The L/H ratio (length-to-height ratio) plays a significant role in how the box culvert behaves under loads. This 

ratio influences the distribution of forces such as moments, shear, and thrust. The bending moments are generated due to vertical loads (like live load and 

soil pressure) acting on the culvert. The moment coefficients will depend on the length, span, and loading conditions. The shear force arises from the 

weight of the structure and the applied loads. The shear force at critical sections such as mid-span and near supports is analyzed. Thrust or axial force is 

critical in culvert design as it accounts for the vertical and horizontal loads from the surrounding soil. It ensures that the culvert walls are capable of 

resisting the compressive forces. Used STAAD Pro to extract the results for moments, shear, and thrust for various L/H ratios. These values can then be 

used to design the culvert in terms of reinforcement requirements and thickness. The design of the culvert must ensure that all sections are safe under the 

applied moments, shear, and thrust forces, and that it conforms to relevant design codes (such as IRC or AASHTO). 

Conclusion: 

The research gap identified in the existing literature related to box culverts focuses on the need for more comprehensive analysis and design considerations. 

This gap suggests that certain factors influencing the behavior of box culverts, such as structural performance under varying load conditions, material 

optimization, and long-term durability, are not yet fully understood or addressed. Current design standards often do not fully account for the complexities 

of load distribution in box culverts, particularly under unique conditions such as uneven backfill or complex soil-structure interactions. Limited research 

exists on how to optimize the material usage in box culvert design to balance cost-effectiveness with durability and performance, especially concerning 

modern materials like fiber-reinforced concrete or geopolymer concrete. While some studies have touched upon the long-term behavior of box culverts, 

there is a lack of comprehensive research on how factors like environmental exposure, water infiltration, and freeze-thaw cycles affect their lifespan. The 

influence of various construction methods, including precast and cast-in-situ culverts, on the overall performance and cost efficiency is insufficiently 

explored. focusing on these aspects, future research can significantly contribute to more efficient, durable, and cost-effective box culvert designs. 
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