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ABSTRACT 

The study of Hindu mythology is utmost concerned with Rukmini’s image and major roles in the story of Radha Krishna, and this study aims to find out whether 

as the wife of Krishna, Rukmini takes same sacred vows that Radha and Krishna did and how her emotions turn into both spiritual and material dimensions of the 

story. Drawing on information from important texts such as the Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas, this study combines the text with commentaries to reveal the 

essence of Rukmini's thoughts and meanings. The study process is good, focusing on comparing the sacred texts to analyze Rukmini's perception and thoughts. A 

study that examines some works that have been analyzed for information about the character of Rukmini in various sources, including references to religious texts 

and modern translations. This study gives deeper understanding on the role Rukmini plays in the divine narrative, emphasizing her significance as a symbol of 

devotion, reception and spiritual perception in Hindu mythology. 

Keywords:  Rukmini, Radha-Krishna narrative, emotional aspects of devotion, spirituality, Bhagavad Gita and Puranas, symbolic importance, 

comparative examination, divine love and acceptance in mythology. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

The story of Radha and Krishna is one of the most important legendary stories that depict ethereal association. Love and dedication. A special aspect of 

bhakti is the frequent praise of bhakti for her strong and steadfast love (prema) for him. Patience (ksama), acceptance (samarpana) and devotion (shraddha) 

are characteristics of Rukmini's love. Although she plays a minor role in the popular story, her presence helps us understand Radha's passion. Compared 

to Radha's love, Rukmini's love for Krishna is a more cautious form of surrender, responsibility, and spiritual devotion; Rukmini’s devotion to the Dharma 

and the way she teaches otherworldly yield outlines the numerous ways one can appear commitment to God. The Puranas and the Bhagavad Gita, which 

emphasize Rukmini's importance in Krishna's life, masterfully reflect the spirit of this concept. Rukmini is a symbol for the characteristics of the perfect 

devotee, such as steadfast allegiance, intense devotion, and a dedication to Krishna's holy mission. She plays a significant part in spirituality because she 

represents the principles of practical faith in Hinduism and appeals to people who wish to connect with God via their acts of devotion, understanding of 

Dharma, and spiritual insight. This study aims to investigate the role Rukmini plays in the Radha-Krishna story is told in the Bhagavad Gita and Purana 

texts, as well as her religious significance in Hinduism at large. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

The story of Radha and Krishna is captivating, particularly Radha's affection for Krishna However, Rukmini's emotions character are often overlooked. 

This gap highlights the need for the narrative to represent the richness of Hindu culture and philosophy. This research aims to that gap by exploring 

Rukmini's feelings and thoughts in relation to Krishna, contrasting them with Radha's, and examining their importance across various Hindu religious 

traditions. 

1.3 Research Questions 

• How are the viewpoints of Radha and Rukmini different from each other in the Bhagavad Gita and Purana?  

• What part do Rukmini's ideas and deeds play in the larger issues of spirituality, acceptance, and devotion?  

• How does Rukmini's role in the Radha-Krishna story improve our comprehension of the various ways that Hinduism expresses divine 

love? 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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1.4 Research Objectives 

• To examine Rukmini’s viewpoint within the Radha-Krishna story as presented in the Bhagavad Gita and Purana. 

• To investigate the symbolism behind Rukmini’s devotion and love, alongside Radha’s affection for Krishna. 

• To deepen our understanding of the various aspects of love and devotion in Hindu mythology through the lens of Rukmini. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study brings a new light on the Radha-Krishna story by including the presence of Rukmini, who is frequently overlooked. Her symbolism and 

emotional depth enhance the Hindu understanding of divine love by showing how devotion can take many forms, from accepting to impassioned. Through 

the emphasis on Rukmini's function, this research aims to promote a more sophisticated interpretation of the Radha-Krishna narrative and illuminate the 

various ways in which Hinduism expresses love for the holy. This method encourages a more thorough understanding of bhakti, which includes both the 

blissful and peaceful sides of devotion. It also casts doubt on Radha's status as the only example of divine love, arguing that Rukmini's devotion is just 

as important in illustrating the complex bond that exists between humans and the divine. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 

The story of Radha and Krishna is a key part of Hindu stories and books, and has fascinated people for many years. Most writings say that Radha 

represents God's love, dedication, and spiritual feelings. Many books, poems, and tales talk about Radha's love for Krishna and show her as the perfect 

example of devotion. On the other hand, Krishna's wife, Rukmini, is usually not talked about much and is not as well-known. But she also stands for deep 

devotion. Strong devotion brings results, while devotion can sometimes lead to indifference. This literature review will examine current discussions of 

devotion in the Radha Krishna story and in Hindu mythology, with particular reference to Radha and Rukmini, who embody their themes and content, 

respectively. It will also examine the expansion surrounding Rukmini's role in Hinduism, particularly in the context of the Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas. 

2.2 Radha-Krishna Story in Hindu Literature 

The story of Radha and Krishna holds a significant place in Hindu texts, particularly in the Bhagavad Purana and the Gita. Scholars have explored 

Radha’s deep love for Krishna, seeing it as a symbol of the soul's longing to unite with the divine. Barbara Stoller Miller’s study of the Gita Govinda 

(2016) adds to this discussion; she depicts Radha as a loving figure whose profound affection leads to spiritual fulfillment. Radha represents passionate 

devotion and love. While Radha’s love is often considered the epitome of devotion, scholars like John Stratton Hawley in Memory of Love: Surdas Sings 

for Krishna (2009) suggest that her love feels incomplete without Krishna’s reciprocation, emphasizing a mutual longing for completeness. Hawley’s 

work within the Radha-Krishna narrative underscores the intricate nature of love, indicating that their relationship mirrors both human feelings and divine 

concepts. 

2.3 Devotion and Worship Practices in Hinduism 

Hinduism’s spiritual tradition is grounded on the concept of Bhakti, which simply means being devoted to God. The philosophy and personal life aspects 

of this ideology are studied by scholars in bhakti. Researcher in Bhakti: The Path of Love identifies various factors that have changed Bhakti into a distinct 

religion. It gives account to the history of bhakti movement in India starting with Mirabhai, Surdas, and Tukaram who are significant sages associated 

with Radha-Krishna symbolism as an icon of divine love; thus, Radha being a virtuous woman dedicating all for people on behalf of Lord Krishna’s 

message. Nevertheless, there are insignificant characters such as Rukmini that have been overlooked in this context. Prema bhakti is often interpreted by 

Radha but Rukmani reflects another way of devotion through loyalty and sacrifice. For instance, Rukmini is illustrated as a charming lady fulfilling a 

strong lady’s role especially in the context of devotional Hindu literature. The researcher points out that contrasting these two figures helps to understand 

their intertwined feelings. 

2.4 Rukmini in the Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas 

While Rukmini was a major factor in Krishna’s existence, her position is often eclipsed by Radha in many discussions. Radha’s bond with Krishna isn’t 

depicted in the Bhagavad Gita, although there are some hints concerning his beliefs and teachings. Rukmini contributed to Krishna Karma Yoga through 

a doctrine of self-sacrifice and faithfulness. Rukmini’s unwavering trust and acceptance of her role as Krishna's partner embody these teachings, 

contrasting with Radha's passionate nature. The Puranas, particularly the Bhagavan Purana, provide a more comprehensive account of Rukmini's life, 

emphasizing her as an ideal wife and devotee. In Krishna's Wife: The Divine Wife in Hindu Mythology researcher explores Rukmini's symbolism, 

portraying her as a figure of spiritual commitment and devotion through her marriage and responsibilities. They argues that Rukmini's character is essential 

for a deeper understanding of bhakti, as she represents a quieter, more profound devotion rooted in Dharma rather than desire. 
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2.5 Research Gap 

Despite extensive research on Radha and Krishna, there is still a large gap in the literature on Rukmini and her role in Hindu mythology. Most studies 

focus on Radha’s love for Krishna, often placing Rukmini at the center of the narrative. This study aims to address this gap by examining Rukmini’s 

emotions and relationship with Krishna in more detail. In contrast to Radha’s patience and anxiety, Rukmini’s love is characterized by patience, 

acceptance, and unwavering faith, demonstrating a different kind of bhakti that has yet to be explored in research and literature. 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the research methodology adopted in this study which examines the emotional and symbolic role of Rukmini in the Radha-Krishna 

narrative with reference to Passion, acceptance and spirituality in Hindu mythology. This method provides a means to answer the research questions and 

achieve the research objectives. This chapter discusses the research design, data, data collection procedures, limitations and ethical considerations. 

3.2 Research Design 

This study adopts a qualitative research design, primarily focusing on textual analysis to explore the emotional dynamics and symbolic significance of 

Rukmini as presented in the Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas. A qualitative approach is appropriate for this study as it allows for an in-depth examination 

of mythological texts, which are rich in symbolism, emotion, and spiritual meaning. Through a comparative analysis of the depictions of Rukmini and 

Radha, the study aims to highlight the nuances of devotion (bhakti) in Hindu spiritual traditions. The research is both descriptive and interpretive, as it 

seeks to describe the emotional and symbolic attributes of Rukmini’s character while interpreting their significance within the broader context of Hindu 

devotional practices. This design also includes elements of thematic analysis, as key themes such as devotion, acceptance, and spirituality are drawn out 

from the texts under study. 

3.3 Sources of Data 

The primary sources of data for this research are the Bhagavad Gita and selected Puranas, which include the Bhagavata Purana and the Vishnu Purana. 

These texts are essential for understanding the emotional and symbolic dimensions of Rukmini’s relationship with Krishna. The Bhagavad Gita provides 

insights into Krishna’s divine nature and teachings on devotion, which are crucial for understanding Rukmini’s role as a devotee. The Puranas, particularly 

the Bhagavata Purana, offer detailed accounts of Rukmini’s marriage to Krishna and her life as his consort, shedding light on her emotional experiences 

and spiritual significance. Secondary sources include scholarly books, articles, and commentaries on the Radha-Krishna narrative, Hindu mythology, and 

bhakti traditions. These sources provide context, support the textual analysis, and help fill in gaps in existing scholarship regarding Rukmini’s character.  

3.4 Methods of Data Collection 

Data collection is primarily based on textual analysis. The Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas were carefully selected for their relevance to the study’s focus 

on Rukmini’s emotional dynamics and symbolic significance. Key passages from these texts were identified and examined, particularly those that describe 

Rukmini’s interactions with Krishna, her expressions of devotion, and her role within the broader narrative of divine love. Secondary sources, such as 

scholarly articles and books, were gathered from academic databases, libraries, and relevant digital resources. These sources provided critical insights 

into existing interpretations of the Radha-Krishna narrative, while also offering perspectives on bhakti, mythology, and Hindu spirituality that inform the 

study’s analysis of Rukmini. 

3.5 Ethical Considerations 

This study does not involve human participants and thus avoids the ethical concerns typically associated with field research. However, certain ethical 

considerations are important in the handling of religious texts and traditions. The research is conducted with respect for Hindu religious beliefs and 

practices, ensuring that the interpretation of the Radha-Krishna narrative, as well as Rukmini’s role, is sensitive to the cultural and spiritual significance 

these figures hold for practitioners of Hinduism. 

3.6 Limitations of the Study 

This study is limited by its focus on textual analysis, which inherently confines the research to interpretations based on available texts and scholarship. 

While the Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas offer rich accounts of Rukmini’s role, they may not fully capture the diversity of regional and sectarian 

interpretations of her character in different Hindu traditions. Additionally, the study’s emphasis on Rukmini’s emotional and symbolic role in comparison 

to Radha’s may not account for all dimensions of devotion in Hinduism, given the vastness of bhakti literature. The lack of primary ethnographic research 

also limits the study’s engagement with contemporary devotional practices related to Rukmini, which could offer further insights into how her character 

is perceived and worshiped in modern Hindu communities. 
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IV. RESULTS AND FINDINGS 

This chapter delves into the emotional and symbolic roles of Rukmini in the Radha-Krishna narrative, using detailed references from the Bhagavad Gita, 

the Bhagavata Purana, and other Puranas. The findings are presented to uncover the complexity of Rukmini’s devotion to Krishna, contrasting her serene 

love with Radha’s passionate yearning, and analyzing her symbolic significance in Hindu spirituality. 

4.1 Rukmini’s Emotional Dynamics with Krishna 

The Bhagavad Gita and the Puranas reveal Rukmini as a figure whose love for Krishna is marked by patience, acceptance, and unwavering loyalty. 

While Radha's love is often depicted as passionate, filled with the longing for union and intense separation, Rukmini’s relationship with Krishna portrays 

a different dimension of divine love—one grounded in spiritual maturity and peaceful surrender. 

The Bhagavata Purana particularly emphasizes Rukmini's patience and fortitude. Rukmini’s love for Krishna is not one that clamors for recognition or 

validation. Her quiet acceptance of Krishna’s playful tests of her devotion illustrates her deep-rooted faith. For instance, when Krishna once playfully 

suggests that he is unworthy of her, Rukmini responds not with distress or anger but with serene humility, accepting his words as part of her unwavering 

commitment. This episode reveals how her emotional resilience is tied to her spiritual depth, symbolizing a form of love that transcends personal desire 

and focuses instead on the fulfillment of her duty as Krishna’s consort. 

Rukmini’s acceptance of Krishna’s complex life, including his emotional connection with Radha, further underscores her spiritual maturity. Unlike 

Radha, whose love for Krishna is full of passionate desire, Rukmini’s love is centered on devotion and duty. Her emotional surrender (samarpana) is not 

merely an act of love but an act of spiritual discipline, where she accepts her role in Krishna’s life as part of the larger cosmic order. Her serene devotion 

to Krishna represents a different pathway to divine love—one where love is expressed through loyalty, selflessness, and an unshakable faith in the divine 

will. Her story in the Bhagavata Purana shows that, while Radha’s love may be more dramatic and filled with emotional intensity, Rukmini’s love is no 

less profound. Her love represents the soul that, once united with the divine, continues to serve with quiet faith and spiritual dedication. 

4.2 Symbolic Significance of Rukmini in Hindu Spirituality 

Rukmini’s symbolic role in Hindu spirituality reflects a deeper understanding of devotion (bhakti). Where Radha is often seen as the symbol of passionate 

yearning for divine love, Rukmini represents the path of dharma and surrender. Her devotion to Krishna is intertwined with her commitment to duty and 

her acceptance of her role in the divine plan. This symbolic significance becomes apparent when we explore the Puranas, particularly the Bhagavata 

Purana, which presents Rukmini as the ideal consort—one who perfectly balances love and duty. 

Her devotion embodies the principles of dharma (duty) and shraddha (faith), offering a model of love that is in harmony with divine order. In many ways, 

Rukmini’s relationship with Krishna symbolizes the ideal of a harmonious and balanced spiritual life, where the devotee not only yearns for divine love 

but also fulfills their responsibilities with grace and dedication. Her symbolic representation as the perfect consort places her at the intersection of devotion 

and duty, highlighting the idea that true love for the divine is not solely about emotional expression but also about fulfilling one’s responsibilities as part 

of the cosmic order. 

Furthermore, Rukmini’s role as Krishna’s consort underscores the concept of spiritual surrender. Her acceptance of Krishna’s divine will, even in the 

face of personal challenges, illustrates her understanding of devotion as a practice of letting go of personal desires and trusting in the greater divine plan. 

This surrender is a central aspect of Hindu spirituality, particularly within the bhakti tradition, where the devotee seeks to align their will with that of the 

divine. Rukmini’s story thus becomes a powerful metaphor for the spiritual journey of the soul, which, after experiencing union with the divine, continues 

to serve and fulfill its role in the cosmos with humility and grace. 

4.3 Comparison between Rukmini and Radha 

The contrast between Rukmini and Radha in the Radha-Krishna narrative provides a deeper understanding of the different ways in which divine love can 

manifest in Hindu mythology. Radha’s love is often seen as the epitome of passionate devotion (prema), characterized by her intense yearning for Krishna 

and her feelings of separation (viraha). Radha’s emotional journey represents the soul’s longing for union with the divine, and her story captures the pain 

and ecstasy of divine love. Her devotion is intense, filled with moments of joy and sorrow, and is often described as the highest form of love because it 

reflects the soul’s deep desire to be united with the divine. 

In contrast, Rukmini’s love is serene and stable. While Radha’s love is defined by longing and separation, Rukmini’s devotion is characterized by union 

and acceptance. Rukmini represents the soul that has already attained union with the divine and now lives in peaceful harmony with it. Her love for 

Krishna is not marked by the same emotional extremes as Radha’s, but it is equally profound in its own way. Rukmini’s love is the love of the devotee 

who has found their place in the cosmic order and serves the divine with quiet faith and dedication. 

This comparison reveals that both Radha and Rukmini are essential to understanding the full spectrum of divine love in Hinduism. Radha’s love shows 

us the path of passionate devotion, where the soul longs for divine union, while Rukmini’s love illustrates the path of serene surrender, where the soul 

has found its put in the divine arrange and proceeds to serve with confidence and commitment. Together, they represent two complementary paths to the 

divine—one characterized by passionate love and the other by peaceful surrender. 
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4.4 Understanding of Bhakti 

Rukmini’s role in the Radha-Krishna narrative expands the understanding of bhakti (devotion) in Hinduism, highlighting the diversity of ways in which 

love for the divine can be expressed. While Radha’s passionate love often dominates the popular imagination, Rukmini’s quieter form of devotion provides 

an equally important model of spiritual practice. Her story reminds us that devotion to the divine is not limited to emotional intensity but can also be 

expressed through calm acceptance, spiritual discipline, and a commitment to fulfilling one’s duties. 

The inclusion of Rukmini in the narrative of divine love challenges the traditional emphasis on Radha as the sole embodiment of bhakti. By focusing on 

Rukmini, we gain a broader perspective on the nature of devotion, one that encompasses both the ecstatic and the tranquil forms of divine love. Rukmini’s 

story offers a more inclusive understanding of bhakti, showing that love for the divine can take many forms, each of which is valuable in its own way. 

This expanded understanding of bhakti is particularly relevant in contemporary discussions of spirituality, where there is a growing recognition of the 

need for diverse expressions of devotion. Rukmini’s serene love for Krishna provides a model for those who seek to express their devotion through 

service, faith, and spiritual discipline rather than through emotional intensity. Her story shows that divine love can be found in the quiet moments of life, 

in the fulfillment of one’s duties, and in the acceptance of the divine will. 

4.5 Acceptance of Radha-Krishna Love 

Rukmini’s emotional acceptance of Radha and Krishna’s love is implicit in her unwavering devotion to Krishna. The Bhagavad Gita emphasizes samata 

(equanimity) and ksama (forgiveness) as key virtues of a devoted soul. Rukmini’s character aligns with these teachings, as she embodies the serenity and 

wisdom to recognize Krishna’s love for Radha as a divine truth that transcends ordinary human relationships. While the Gita does not directly address 

Rukmini’s feelings towards Radha, it provides a framework for understanding her perspective. The text teaches that true devotion (bhakti) involves 

surrendering all personal desires to the divine will. Rukmini, through her selfless love and acceptance of Krishna’s leela, exemplifies this ideal. Her love 

is not possessive but expansive, allowing her to accept Krishna’s relationship with Radha as part of his divine nature.  

4.6 Summary of Findings 

The exploration of Rukmini’s emotional dynamics and symbolic significance in the Radha-Krishna narrative reveals that her love for Krishna represents 

a distinct and important form of bhakti. Her story offers a counterbalance to Radha’s passionate devotion, providing a model of love that is serene, patient, 

and grounded in spiritual duty. Through the analysis of her character, this study broadens the understanding of divine love in Hinduism, showing that 

devotion can manifest in diverse forms—ranging from passionate yearning to peaceful surrender. Rukmini’s role enriches the Radha-Krishna narrative 

by offering a more inclusive perspective on bhakti, one that recognizes the value of both emotional intensity and spiritual serenity. 
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