
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 8, pp 1372-1375 August 2024 
 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews 

 

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com  ISSN 2582-7421 

 

 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Basic Scheme of Education: Principles, 

Implementation, and Legacy 

*Swaroopa. P. K., **Aadil Hussain Mir,*** Dr. R. Sivakumar 

* Research Scholar, Department of Education, Annamalai University, Chidambaram 

** Research Scholar, Department of Education, Annamalai University, Chidambaram 

*** Associate Professor, Department of Education, Annamalai University, Chidambaram 

Email: mirshahid916@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

Basic Education Scheme of Mahatma Gandhi, better known as Nai Talim, reflects an education that is transformational in nature, emphasizing the development of 

complete personality, self-sufficiency, and a blend of learning with manual work. In Gandhi's view, criteria for education were founded based on the belief that 

education should not only give knowledge but should also inculcate moral values and potential skills. The scheme recommended a curriculum relevant to the needs 

of rural areas by laying emphasis on vocational training, self-sufficiency, and the development of character. It meant establishing community schools where students 

would learn by productive work, including agriculture, handicrafts, and other practical activities that would form a nexus between theoretical knowledge and reality. 

Gandhi also envisioned the democratization of education so that it could be made universally available, regardless of his social or economic standing. The 

implication of Nai Talim on the progressive theories of education, which underline practical or experiential learning and self-development, also contributed to its 

lasting legacy. Though slightly adopted and problematic in its implementation, the Basic Scheme of Gandhi is a very important contribution to the educational 

philosophy, focusing on the viewpoint that education should be relevant, practical, based on the values of self-reliance and social responsibility. 
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Introduction 

The Basic Scheme of Education of Mahatma Gandhi, as it is called, or Nai Talim, is a revolutionary pedagogy that sharply departs from the traditional 

methods of his time. Developed in the early 20th century, Gandhi's philosophy of education was developed from his basic vision for social reform and 

independence. The four basic tenets of Nai Talim revolve around integration of vocation training with academic learning to foster self-reliance and 

practical skills alongside intellectual growth. Gandhi was of the view that education must be tailored to the students' environment, which, for the vast 

majority of Indians, was rural and agrarian. 

The central grain of the scheme of Gandhi was based on the belief that the process of learning is not limited to the reading of textbooks but undertook the 

active making of the community and work done purposefully. It aimed to dissolve the gulf between theory and application in obtained knowledge and 

make of education a means of personal and social empowerment. For this scheme to be carried out, the community needed to establish community-based 

schools where it would be central for students to farm, weave, and produce other crafts as part of their education. However, despite its pioneering and 

visionary design, the Basic Scheme encountered a number of both overt as well procedural hitches. For instance, the Basic Scheme seemed a grave threat 

to those who held their institutions tightly. Moreover, there were logistical problems in its execution. However, the spirit of Gandhi's philosophy of 

education still lives on and emerges vibrant in any dialogue about a new education or an inclusive one. Holistic development, experiential learning, and 

social relevance would still remain appealing topics for educators and reformers not only in the updating of our educational offering for its inclusivity 

but also in responding to the ever-challenging question of our times. 

Background  

His scheme for education, called Basic Education, or Nai Talim, was evolved against the background of British imperialism with the socio-economic 

problems faced by the Indian society in the early years of the 20th century. 

Gandhi, by virtue of his South African experiences and the inherent understanding of the Indian scene, knew well that the type of education that was 

being provided was far from being anywhere near the everyday life of the Indian people. It was an existing relic handed down from the colonial 

administrators—an adherence to rote learning and high academic achievement—that Gandhi believed served neither the practical needs of the learners 
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nor the social conditions of the majority of the student population in India, particularly in the rural areas. While his socio-political context was one of 

struggle and aspirations for independence, there was also a need for self-sufficiency in all areas. And these two broader socio-political features 

fundamentally underlay the philosophy of education explicated by Gandhi himself. He envisioned a type of education that would empower people to 

participate in the community meaningfully while developing self-reliance and moral integrity. Nai Talim was hence conceived as a technique for bringing 

education closer to life whereby training in an occupation, along with basic education, would create a more natural and practical method of learning. Nai 

Talim also was a part of the larger Gandhian scheme of social reconstruction and revolved around the elevation of the rural poor and the advancement of 

democratic development. That Justo offered local resources and traditional crafts to serve as a basis for learning with which both economic and social 

power can be nurtured. This educational scheme, therefore, aimed at preparing students not only to have productive lives but also to show values of 

simplicity, self-discipline, and service to a society. Gandhi's Basic Scheme on Education, despite being fraught with many a problem in implementation, 

marks an epoch-making advance in the domain of educational theory and practice. 

Objectives  

The present study, with its eyes set on realizing the vision of a basic scheme of education, reviews the underlying principles of Gandhian education, 

examines the practical process and outcome of Nai Talim, and probes into its realistic contribution to educational practice both in India and to the world 

at large. Within this backdrop, the relevance of Gandhi educational philosophy in today's context and its contribution to contemporary educational reforms 

will be brought to the fore. 

Historical Context 

 Gandhi’s Educational Background 

The educational journey of Mahatma Gandhi started in India and continued in London, where he had undergone training as a barrister. His exposure to 

Western educational methods abroad made him realize and criticize their lack of practical application and morality. Gandhiji's dissatisfaction with Western 

education was coupled with his experiences of racial discrimination in South Africa, where he saw the limitations of colonial education. 

British Colonial Education System 

The Indian educational system, under the rule of the British, was formulated to meet the ends and goals of the colonial masters and served to produce 

clerical and bureaucratic staff which formed the bulk of the British administration. The education system prevalent then was based on rote learning and 

the knowledge of the English language. The Indian value system and attitude were mostly left out and no emphasis was given on creative thinking or 

practical skills, as demonstrated by the Charkha. The critique formulated by Gandhi of said system showed its shortcomings and was the motivating force 

to create an educational system that Indian Society deserves and hence, provide. 

Social and Cultural Influences 

 The social and cultural context of early 20th-century India, including the Swadeshi movement and Gandhi’s emphasis on rural development, played a 

crucial role in shaping his educational philosophy. Gandhi’s vision for education was closely tied to his broader nationalist agenda, which sought to 

revitalize Indian culture and promote self-reliance. His educational reforms were intended to align education with Indian traditions and values while 

addressing the practical needs of rural communities. 

Gandhi’s Educational Philosophy 

Core Principles of Nai Talim 

Gandhi’s basic scheme of education, Nai Talim, is grounded in several core principles: 

Integration of Work and Study:  Gandhi believed that education should not be confined to academic learning alone but should integrate practical work. 

This approach aimed to make education more relevant and applicable to students’ everyday lives. By combining theoretical knowledge with hands-on 

experience, Nai Talim sought to bridge the gap between learning and real-world application. 

Self-Reliance and Vocational Training: The central factor in Nai Talim was the premium it placed on self-reliance. He wanted vocational training to 

form an essential part of the curriculum so that students could learn a number of practical skills that gave them economic independence. This intention 

behind vocational training will instill a sense of self-respect and help in the economic development of communities. 

Value-Based Education: Gandhi's philosophy of education also laid stress on impartation of moral and ethical values. He pondered on the development 

of character and values like honesty, integrity, and respect towards others, through education. The prescribed curriculum was made that way, by which 

children learn about their behavior in two ways; on what to do and what not to. This was there so that one could inculcate proper human values, reflecting 

Gandhi's concept of holistic development of an individual. 
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Influence of Indian Traditions 

This heritage of Gandhi's educational model interwove in the traditions and principles from ancient Indian education systems and teachings by various 

Indian philosophers. It was a marked turnaround from Western education, which he increasingly found imbued with cultural alienation and directed 

toward intellectual development at the cost of everything else. He wanted to make an educational system that could speak better to the value and needs 

of Indian society. A great show of adding the ideals and cultural traditions of India and rehabilitated spirituality took hold of his imagination to create 

this system of education. 

Critique of Western Education 

Gandhi had a multi-dimensional critique of Western education. He argued that it encompassed materialism and separated the person from Indian culture 

and value systems. In his opinion, it, more often than not, ended up in cultural loss and was excessively bothered about intellectual growth rather than 

practical or moral development. On the contrary, his policy of education was to reform the subject matter of these courses to integrate practical skills and 

ethical values into the curriculum. 

Implementation of Gandhi’s Educational Scheme 

Establishing Nai Talim Schools 

The practical aspect of Gandhi's scheme of education involved the establishment of several schools and institutes, all to be Nai Talim based. Examples 

of such include the Sevagram Ashram in Maharashtra and many rural schools in Gujarat. They were schools where his ideas were put into action. They 

combined academic studies with vocational training and were oriented towards comprehensive development. 

Challenges and Limitations 

Challenges in realizing the vision set out by Gandhi were many. Most significantly, there was opposition from the colonial authorities who did not want 

to embrace alternative education models. In addition, most schools, which were opened under the Nai Talim banner, had resource and infrastructure 

constraints and therefore, their ability to embrace fully Gandhi's vision was limited. Traditional teachers and institutions were also often highly critical 

of this new approach, adding further to the complications of implementation. 

Impact and Legacy 

Short-Term Impact 

In the short term, there was a mixed impact of Gandhi's educational reforms. Some schools did manage to integrate vocational training with academic 

learning, which could be said to somehow render learning more meaningful. However, as the application of the ideas of Gandhi was limited, for various 

reasons such as resistance from the colonial authorities and resource issues, these remained rare exceptions.. 

Long-Term Impact 

The deep influence of Gandhi's minimal plan of education has a far-reaching effect than its direct implementation. In the Indian setting, gandhian 

philosophy of education has been influenced quantitatively and qualitatively in many educational thought and practice. His stress on 'Value De-

velopment,' 'selfreliance' and functional education has indeed motivated several reforms movements of education and is invariably evoked in any 

discussion of a holistic and inclusive education. 

Criticism and Reassessment 

One can find more contemporary critiques of Gandhian educational models pointing toward drawbacks in the balance between vocational training and 

academic rigor, and often difficulty in scaling the same to accommodate larger educational systems. However, the more the principles with which Gandhi 

based his educational strategies gain prominence, the more a bottom-up thrust toward educational reforms will evolve dictating the global principles of 

educational equality and sustainable development. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi’s basic scheme of education, often referred to as "Nai Talim" or "Basic Education,"  was a vision plan for education that combined practical skills 

with academics and was oriented toward the person as a whole. 

According to Gandhi, education should be rooted in actuality from the context in which one lives, and it should serve to train the mind and the hands. His 

proposal carried a curriculum relevant to the socio-economic conditions of rural India, putting at its top the vocational training in comparison to traditional 

subjects. His model was aimed at empowering students with self-reliance and community engagement, normally making them useful beyond academics 

to the society in which they live. The talked-about addition of manual work in the educational process was intended to bring up a learning process 

permeated with discipline and responsibility, whereby theory could be transferred into practice in the best way possible. In sum, the plain outline of 

education by Gandhi suggests a very valid alternative to what is widely used today, calling for an education form fully caring for integration and proper 
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context. It underlines the needs of education to answer the practical needs of society and underlines the value of education for the formation of individual 

character and communal welfare. Although grounded in a specific historical context, the principles underlying Nai Talim insist that education ought to 

be for the preparation of students to meet the real challenges of life and develop in them a sense of social concern 
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