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ABSTRACT 

This study explores the impact of insurgency and gender-based violence (GBV) on development in Northern Nigeria, with a particular focus on the effects of 

banditry. The region has been plagued by various forms of violence, including insurgency by groups such as Boko Haram and widespread banditry, which have 

disrupted socio-economic activities and exacerbated gender-based violence. This paper examines how these forms of violence impede development, specifically 

looking at economic stability, educational opportunities, healthcare access, and gender equality. Through a combination of qualitative and quantitative research 

methods, including interviews, surveys, and analysis of secondary data, the study reveals that banditry and GBV significantly hinder development in Northern 

Nigeria. The findings highlight the need for comprehensive strategies that address both security and gender issues to foster sustainable development in the region. 
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Introduction 

Northern Nigeria has been a hotspot for various forms of violence, including insurgency and banditry, which have had profound impacts on the region's 

development. Insurgency, primarily driven by groups such as Boko Haram, and rampant banditry have created an environment of insecurity, disrupting 

socio-economic activities and contributing to widespread gender-based violence (GBV).  

Northern Nigeria has been a region marked by persistent challenges related to insurgency and gender-based violence (GBV), both of which significantly 

hinder development. The area has seen an upsurge in violent activities, particularly banditry, which has disrupted social, economic, and political structures. 

Banditry, characterized by armed robbery, kidnapping, and cattle rustling, has compounded the already volatile situation caused by the Boko Haram 

insurgency. This violence has disproportionately affected women and children, exacerbating issues of GBV and leading to severe developmental setbacks. 

The relationship between insurgency, GBV, and development is complex and multifaceted. Insurgency creates an environment of instability and fear, 

which fosters conditions conducive to GBV. In turn, GBV undermines social cohesion and economic productivity, further stalling development. This 

study aims to explore the intertwined nature of insurgency and GBV in Northern Nigeria, particularly focusing on the impacts of banditry on regional 

development. By examining the socio-economic and political ramifications, the study seeks to contribute to a comprehensive understanding of how these 

factors impede progress and what measures can be taken to mitigate their effects. 

This paper aims to investigate the extent to which insurgency and GBV, particularly as a result of banditry, hinder development in Northern Nigeria.  

Literature Review 

The literature on insurgency and GBV in Northern Nigeria highlights the severe disruption these forms of violence cause to social and economic structures. 

Studies indicate that insurgency by Boko Haram has led to massive displacements, loss of livelihoods, and a breakdown in social services (Kaldor, 2013; 

Onuoha, 2014). Additionally, banditry has emerged as a significant threat, contributing to increased incidents of GBV, which further exacerbate the 

challenges faced by women and hinder their participation in development activities (Higazi, 2016; Okoli & Igbeaku, 2019). 

The insurgency in Northern Nigeria, primarily driven by Boko Haram, has been extensively documented. Scholars such as Zenn (2014) and Onuoha 

(2015) have explored the historical and socio-political roots of the insurgency, highlighting how socio-economic deprivation and political marginalization 

have fueled radicalization. The insurgency has led to widespread displacement, loss of lives, and destruction of infrastructure, severely impacting the 

region’s development. 
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Recent studies, including those by Walker (2016) and Agbiboa (2018), have analyzed the evolution of Boko Haram and its splinter groups, emphasizing 

the adaptive strategies they employ to sustain their insurgency. These works underline the importance of understanding the local socio-political context 

to develop effective counter-insurgency strategies. However, the emergence of banditry as a distinct but related phenomenon has added a new dimension 

to the region’s security challenges. 

Banditry and Its Impacts 

Banditry in Northern Nigeria has gained attention as a critical security threat. Studies by Okoli and Okpaleke (2014) and Mohammed (2019) have 

identified banditry as a significant driver of violence and instability. Banditry activities, including kidnapping for ransom and cattle rustling, have 

disrupted traditional agricultural economies and led to widespread fear and insecurity. These disruptions have direct implications for food security, 

economic stability, and social cohesion. 

The literature on banditry also highlights the role of socio-economic factors in its proliferation. Adeola and Oluyemi (2020) argue that poverty, 

unemployment, and lack of effective governance create conditions that enable banditry to thrive. Furthermore, the breakdown of traditional conflict 

resolution mechanisms and the proliferation of small arms have exacerbated the situation. 

Gender-Based Violence in Conflict Settings 

Gender-based violence in conflict settings is a well-documented phenomenon. Scholars like True (2012) and El-Bushra and Sahl (2005) have 

demonstrated that conflicts exacerbate existing gender inequalities and lead to increased incidences of GBV. In the context of Northern Nigeria, GBV 

has manifested in various forms, including sexual violence, forced marriages, and abductions, as documented by Amnesty International (2015) and Human 

Rights Watch (2016). 

The intersection of insurgency and GBV has been explored by researchers such as Olukoshi (2017) and Smee (2020), who argue that insurgent groups 

often use GBV as a tactic to terrorize and control populations. The impact of GBV extends beyond the immediate physical and psychological harm to 

survivors; it undermines social structures, disrupts education and economic activities, and perpetuates cycles of violence and poverty. 

Developmental Implications 

The developmental implications of insurgency and GBV are profound. According to the World Bank (2016), conflict and violence disrupt economic 

activities, lead to loss of human capital, and strain public resources. In Northern Nigeria, these effects are evident in the displacement of populations, 

destruction of infrastructure, and disruption of education and healthcare services. 

Studies by Moser and McIlwaine (2014) and Justino (2012) have shown that conflict-related GBV has long-term socio-economic impacts, including the 

marginalization of survivors and their families, reduced economic productivity, and intergenerational transmission of poverty and violence. In Northern 

Nigeria, the compounded effects of insurgency and GBV have created significant barriers to achieving sustainable development. 

The literature underscores the intricate relationship between insurgency, GBV, and development in Northern Nigeria. While much has been written on 

the individual aspects of insurgency and GBV, there is a need for comprehensive studies that explore their combined impact on development. This study 

aims to fill this gap by examining the effects of banditry-related violence on gender and development in Northern Nigeria. Understanding these dynamics 

is crucial for developing holistic strategies that address the root causes of instability and promote sustainable development in the region. 

Methodology 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative research techniques. Data were collected through interviews with 

local residents, government officials, and NGOs, as well as surveys distributed across affected communities. Secondary data were sourced from academic 

journals, reports from international organizations, and government publications. 

Findings 

The findings of this study indicate that both insurgency and banditry have severely hindered development in Northern Nigeria. The economic impact is 

evident in the destruction of infrastructure, loss of agricultural productivity, and disruption of trade. Educational opportunities have been significantly 

affected, with many schools closed or destroyed and children, particularly girls, being unable to attend due to security concerns and cultural barriers 

exacerbated by GBV. 

Healthcare access has also been compromised, with many health facilities destroyed or rendered inaccessible. The increase in GBV has had devastating 

effects on women’s health and well-being, further limiting their ability to contribute to development. Moreover, the pervasive insecurity has undermined 

efforts to promote gender equality, as women and girls are disproportionately affected by violence and exploitation. 
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Discussion 

The intersection of insurgency and GBV presents a complex challenge to development in Northern Nigeria. While efforts to combat insurgency and 

banditry are crucial, it is equally important to address the underlying gender dynamics that exacerbate the impacts of violence on women and girls. This 

requires a multi-faceted approach that includes improving security, providing support services for GBV survivors, and promoting gender equality through 

education and economic empowerment. 

Conclusion 

Insurgency and gender-based violence, particularly as a result of banditry, are significant hindrances to development in Northern Nigeria. Addressing 

these issues requires a comprehensive strategy that tackles both security and gender-based challenges. Policymakers, development agencies, and local 

communities must work together to create a safe and supportive environment that promotes sustainable development and gender equality. 
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