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ABSTRACT

School education is extremely important for a county as it creates different types of specialised persons in different fields. As India gears towards becoming
aknowledge society, School education would be one of the main propellers of this transformation. In an increasingly knowledge- centric society, institutions
ofSchool education need to constantly adapt, evolve and innovate. The vastly significant role that School education plays is not just for the lives of individuals
butalso towards the process of national development which is now being accepted and acknowledged. Dropout problem is a glaring concern in the arena of
schooleducation ofthe Murshidabad district, West Bengal. Therefore revisions and reorientation ofpolicies are required to control the situations. Students-Class
Roomrationeedstobereducedwhichinturnraisethequalityofeducationandthustheproblemofdropoutcanbetakencareof. ThedisadvantagedsectionslikeScheduledCaste
students are more prone to dropout and therefore the remedial measures for the disadvantaged sections needs to be strengthened. Their apathy towardseducation
should be removed by providing motivational learning. A newbreakthrough is required in Teaching —Learning Method. Process of learning should bemore joyful
and attractive. Being habitat of SC dominated areas they may not be able to reap the benefit of reservation policy in large extent or may face muchcompetition.
This may act as a demoralizing factor in taking up education.
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INTRODUCTION

India is developing country and education is important for the development, since it boost up the economy of nation. One of the stumbling blocks
thatpull back India to be a developed nation is its laming Indian education system. Indian education is suffocated with the facts like poor
infrastructure,inadequate facility, poor qualityof teachers and lack of financial resources (Government of India, 2015). Addingto these factsthe most
important issuethat India faces today in the field of education is the caste based inequality, economic status and cultural characteristics. The attempts to
enhance
thedevelopmentofeducationinindiaononehandhamperedbyperniciouseffectofcasteandsocialstratification,whileontheotherhandattempttoprotectthese
students from these influence eventually brings down the quality of education.

Recentdays
Indianeconomicgrowthhascreatedhopefulnessinitssocialeconomicdevelopment,ironicallyitstilllagsbehindincomparisonwithothercountriesinthefieldofsec
ondaryeducationandyouthliteracy.Sincethepurposeofeducationisnotonlydevelopmentofintellectualskillandknowledgebutalsofortheeffectivegrowthandde
velopmentofindianeconomy.Sothereisurgencyforimprovinglndianeducationsystem. ThesetbacksofIindianeducation system are manifold and encompass
political, societal and infrastructural aspects as mentioned above.

Indiahasagreatlegacyofknowledgeandwisdom(Murty2013:Premendra2014),buttheaccesstoeducationwaslimitedtoselected(higher-classstrata)of the
society. The Constitution of India in1950 officiallyprohibited caste-bybirth based inequality, yet it still existsand it denies the education for
themarginalized groups (MHRD, 2008). To up lift these disadvantaged group the Government of India has grouped the traditional caste system into
threenamely General Classes, Other Backward Class (OBC) and Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) based on socio-economic status. But, it
stillrepresents basically the traditional caste system. As a result Indian society greatly influenced by the adverse effect of caste system, especially,
asmentioned above the Indian education being chocked by the negative impact of caste system.

REASONSFORDROPOUTSTUDENTSINSCHOOLEDUCATION

Inpublicschools,dropoutratesareameasureofhowmanystudentsstopattending.Manysocialnetworkshaveinvestigatedthereasonsfordroppingoutdueto
thefactthatit hasbecomeacommonproblem.Asdescribed byWeber(1989) and Rumberger (2001),therearethreemain causesfor pupilsleaving
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school: (Personal); (Educational); and (Other). Personal reasons can also be a motivating factor. Socioeconomic status, membership in
marginalizedgroups, parental education, and single-parent households are some concerns about families. Students' attendance, grades, academic
performance,enthusiasmforlearning,andworkloadplaya majorrolein thequalityofeducation. In additiontodisciplineproblemsand
maritalissues,theremayalsobe other mitigating factors that influence the outcome. The primary reasons for child abandonment in rural areas between the
ages of 5 and 14 are @) alackofinterestinschool(37.2%),(ii)inabilitytocope(16.4%),(iii)a lackofparentalengagement
(12.5%),and(iv)financialdifficulties(11.2%)basedon Jayachandran's analysis of the NSS 52 Round data. In addition, working for a salary and wages
(2.5%) and doing household chores (3.7%) are lesssignificant factors to consider.According to Ramachandran and Saihjee (2002), factors like caste,
wealth, and parents' work and educational status stillinfluence a child's ability to attend school. The most significant predictor of dropouts according to
Choudhury (2006) is doing well in school. Based onChoudhury (2006)'s research, indifferent students were 7.7 times more likely to quit than motivated
students.Students' attitudes toward learning are theonly factors that determine whether or not they will drop out.

NationalSampleSurveyOrganization(2010)hasfoundsomereasonsofdropout.

1) PoorEconomicCondition: The2011censusreportshowsthat35.17%o0fScheduledCastestudentsareengagedasanagriculturallaborerand17%asacultivato
r.Itisclearthatmorethan50%populationisengagedwithtraditionalandmenialwork.Asaresult,mosthouseholdhaslowfamilyincome. After meeting all the daily
livelihood expenses, they have nothing to expense on their children’s education. An educational expense is burdensome tosome parents (Ghara, 2020)°.
Due to this poor economic condition majority of the Scheduled Caste students drops out in the midst of their study.

2) Have to work to Help Families: During the secondary and higher secondary when most of the students are capable of working drop out to
helptheir families. Apart from that parents discourage to continue the study who are poor in study.

3) Parent’s Attitude: It is found from the census 2011 that the literacy rate among the Scheduled Caste students is 69.43% in West Bengal.
Amongthe literate Scheduled Caste, 62.37% are literate up toprimaryeducation, only3.55% literate with graduation and above. As most of theparents
arenotwell educated they are not aware of the impact of education and they are unable to motivate their children to continue higher education.

4) Poor in the Study: RTE Act (2009) has legalized free and compulsory education till class VIII but after that school takes test according to
theirnorms and most of the students fail to clear that test and the failed students lost the encouragement to continue their study.

5) Child Marriage:Child marriage is very much prevalent among the rural Scheduled Caste (Rana,2009)*. The lack of consciousness about
childmarriage among the Scheduled Caste parents leads high dropout rate among the girls at the secondary and higher secondary level.

6) PoorlinfrastructuralFacilitiesattheSchool: Itisobservedthatstillinmanyschools,thereisnoseparatetoiletfortheboysandgirls.Asaresult,girls feel shy to
attend school.

7) Location of the School: Sometimes the remote and distance of the school act as impediments to the girl's child attending the school. Due to
thedistance, parents are reluctant to send their children to school.

CONTEMPORARYISSUES&CHALLENGESINSCHOOLEDUCATIONRESULTINGTODROP-OUTS

The overall literacy rate (among the aged 7 and above) is 75.9% in 2008. School attendance rate at the primary level is comparable to national
average(based on 1991 and 1998 data as furnished byUNICEF(2011). Arecent studybased on a sample of schools drawn from six districtsalso
confirmsthatthedropoutrateisfairlylow(below10%),thoughthereisconsiderablevariationbetweendistricts(Jalan,2010).IntheoverallpopulationofWestBenga
l,accordingto2008data,only15.3%o0fmalesand10.1%offemaleshaveeducationofllormoreyears. Thepercentageofmaleshavinglessthan5yearsofschoolingis
42.4%andthesameforfemales is47.5%(UNICEF, 2011).Soitisquitelikelythatthereisasignificantdrop outtakingplaceatthehighschool stage. Some of the
major components discussed below:

o  Thepupilteacherratio(PTR)consistsofthefollowingcomponents:

An important indicator of quality education is the pupil-teacher ratio, which contributes to the reduction of dropouts and the enhancement of
qualityparameters. According to 2009-2010 district statistics, the average pupil-to-teacher ratio is 68.28, which is higher than the national average of 40.

o Student-to-ClassroomRatio(SCR):

Toguaranteequalityeducation,infrastructuredevelopmentisapre-requisite. Thedesiredclassroomratioforprimaryeducationinthedistrictis30:1,butthe average
student-to-teacher ratio is 42.45.

o Repetitionrate(REPTR):

Untiltheydropoutorcompletetheirprimaryeducation,repeatersremaininthesamesystem. Therearealwaysalotofpotentialdropoutsinschoolswitha ~ lot  of
repeaters. The situation can, however, be reversed if remedial classes are effective. Then the percentage of repeaters and dropouts could beinversely
related. In all above places, the dropout rate is significantly lower than the average.

o ThepercentageofstudentsfromSC&ST(SC,ST):

TheSCandSTsectorsoftheeconomyrepresenttheeconomicallydisadvantaged. ltwouldthereforebeexpectedthatthedropoutrateattheschoolwouldincrease  as
the ratio of SC and ST in the school increases.
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o PercentageofMuslimMinorities(MUSL):

Inmanypartsofourcountry,Muslimminoritiesarealsoresponsibleforraisingdropoutrates. Therearemorestudentsdroppingoutofschoolandoutofschool due to
religious Maktab teachings in minority communities. We can, however, ask whether our data variation will confirm that relationship.

o GenderParitylndex(GPI):

In our country, girls dropout at a higher rate than boys primarily because there are no separate schools for girls and no female teachers. In this
way,Gender Parity Index may play a critical role in preventing dropouts.

In the present context the number of schools in West Bengal are inadequate but apart from a few exceptions the qualityof education offered bythem
isvery low. There are various dimensions of qualityin education including content, mode of delivery, infrastructure and facilities etc. Ensuring
qualityinschooleducationisamongsttheforemostchallengesbeingfacedinWestBengaltoday. Qualityofteachingaffectsthequality
ofentireschooleducationsystemandthereforemayalsobeconsideredasafundamentalreasonfordrop-

outsaswell. Thestateneedsuniformityandstandardizationintheprocessandmethodsofteaching,irrespectiveofanyothervariabledifferentiatingtheoneinstitution
fromtheother.Weconfrontmultiplecrisesthatrelatetotheinput, the process and the output.

The quality of infrastructure cannot be ignored either. Lack of physical facilities and academic inputs also affect the overall quality of
academicatmosphere. School education institutes run by the public sector suffer from poor physical facilities and infrastructure.Shortage of teachers,
vacantfacultypositionsandfailurestofillintime,hasaddedanotherchallengetoschooleducationinschooleducation.Inmany
universities,particularlythosefunded by state governments, budgetary shortfalls lead to faculty positions deliberately being kept vacant.

Todaychallengesforteacherpreparationarenumerous,suchasbridgingthegapsbetweenexpectedandpracticedteachercompetencies,developmentoftechno-
pedagogicskills,integrationoflifeskills,gapsbetweenteachingstylesandlearningstyles,preparationforinclusiveeducation. Thelatest TeacherEducationCurricu
lumframework(2009)expectsHumaneandProfessional Teachers. Therehasbeenaveritableexplosionofknowledgeindiversefieldsandourcoursescannotaffordt
oremainstagnant.Schooleducationhasbeenfindingitdifficulttomeetthechallengesofknowledgeexplosion;burgeoningeducatedunemployment,unplannedexp
ansion,unevengrowth,financialcrisis,studentunrest,teacherburnoutandanumberofothercollateralproblems.A consequence of the failure to meet these
challenges is deterioration in standards, which is a serious threat to a developing country like ours.

REASONSFOROUT-MIGRATIONOFSTUDENTSINSCHOOLEDUCATION

. Poor education facilities, poor quality and teacherabsenteeism: Agrowing volume of research has been documenting howpoor
schoolinginfrastructure and teacher absenteeism are discouraging parents to sustain schooling. See for instance Chaudhury et al, 2006.
Banerji (1997,2000) based on her study of Delhi and Mumbai slum children argued that often the conditions of the school and quality of
teaching play abigger role than household’s economic circumstances in determining the chance of a child’s school completion. Jalan (2010)
studied qualityof primary schooling and student achievements in West Bengal; also see Pratichi Education Report (2009) for itsfinding on
West Bengal.

. Low returns to middle years of secondary schooling: A completely different argument is that the problem lies in the labour market,
whichtends to reward very little to secondary schooling. This argument isbased on the findings of the rate of returns studies, which show that
therate of return to education falls sharply after primary schooling, and then rises back only at the college level (Saha and Sarkar,
1999;Duraisamy, 2002). Therefore, incentive to complete secondary schooling is largely diminished when households are not able to
sustaineducation that long.

. Childlabour : This is, however, not acauseofdrop outratheritis aconsequence. Soexamination ofthecausesofchild
labourishelpfultounderstandthecausesofdropout.FollowingthepioneeringworkonIndianchildlabourbyWeiner(1991)andBurra(1995)andthetheo
reticalcontributions of Basu and Van (1998) and Basu (1999) there is now a large literature on child labour for India and elsewhere.

VARIOUSGOVERNMENTALINITIATIVESTODECREASETHEDROPOUTRATE:

ItistruethatdropoutisaprobleminachievingUniversalElementaryEducation. Dropoutareobservedinthevariousstates
ofIndia.butthedropoutrateisrelativelyveryhighamongtheruralScheduledCastestudents. TheCentralandStateGovernmenthastakenvariousinitiativestodecrea
sethedropoutrate at different educational levels.

1) Mid DayMeal:Central Governmenthasintroducedthe MidDay Meal scheme in 1995for students wupto class VIILThe survey
ofPratichiTrust*(2013)foundthatMidDayMealschemehasloweredthedropoutrateandincreasedtheenrolmentrate. Therural ScheduledCastestudentsmainlyc
ome to school to take food during mid day.

2) DistributionofEducationalMaterials:

a) BookDistribution:The government of West Bengal has launched free book distribution to all the students. The students who studyin classes
ItoV1lIwillgetallthealltextbooksfreeofcost. SomebookswerealsodistributedamongtheclassesiXtoXlIfree  ofcost.Apartfromthat,thestudentalsogets ~ free
exercise books.
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b) DressDistribution:GovernmentalsoprovidesRs600toeachofthestudentstobuydressuptoclassVIII.
3) ScholarshipSchemes:

a) Sikhashree:The Backward Class Welfare Department of the Government of West Bengal provides each of the Scheduled Caste students
whostudying from class V to VIII with Rs 800, so that they can buy their educational materials.

b) Pre-matric Scholarship for the SC Students Studying in class 1X-X:Pre-Matric scholarship scheme for the SC student studying in class I1X-
Xwas initiated bytheBackward ClassWelfareDepartment oftheWest BengalThis schemeprovides financialassistanceas 150 fordayscholars
and750forhostellerpermonthfortenmonths,besidesthatthereistheprovisionofanadditional750and1000perannumfordayscholarandhostellerasabookand  ad
hoc grant.

c) MeritScholarshipSchemeforStudentsReadinginClassV-Xand1X-XI1:MeritscholarshipfortheclassV-
XispurelyfortheSCgirls’students. TherateofscholarshipisdifferentforthedifferentclassessuchasV-V1-100permonth,VI1-V111-125permonthand I X-X-
150permonthandClassXI-XII is RS 400 per month as financial assistance through this scheme.

d) Ashram Hostel: The ashram hostels are set up by the Backward Class Welfare Department both for the Scheduled Caste boys and girls.
Thesehostelsareforthestudentsreadinginclass I-X. Financialassistanceisprovided forRs750permonth asmaintenancecost and
besidesthiscot,bedrolls,garments soap are given to each SC student.

4) Kanyashree Prakalpa: Under this scheme, the students of classes VIII to XII will get Rs 1000 per annum. After passing the class XlI
Exam,unmarried female studentsare entitled to get Rs25000 at a time. Thisscheme isverypopular amongtheScheduled Caste female students.
Thisschemehas an impact on reducing the dropout rate and increasing the enrolment of female students.

5) RoleofParateacher:Thegovernmenthasassignedthedutytoeachoftheparateachersofthegovernmentschooltovisitthehouseofthedropoutstudents  every
Saturday and encourage their parents to send their children to the school.

STRATEGIESFORENHANCINGQUALITYTOIMPROVEDROP-OUTSINSCHOOLEDUCATION

Quality is a continuous journey. Quality means doing the right things rightly. Doing things right is efficiency and doing right things is
effectiveness.Qualityin  schooleducation means theeducation system that ensures students toachievetheirgoals and therebysatisfytheneeds
ofsocietyandhelps
innationaldevelopment.lthasbeenobservedthatovertheperiodoftime,qualityassuranceorganisationscontributedsubstantiallyinimprovingtheoverallcapabilit
yof the education systems in India and helped in sustaining the competitive advantage. Qualityhigher education isthekey of development foranynation.

Academic reforms are necessaryfor imparting best qualityof education that is oriented towards creativity, employabilityand innovation. The four
corefactorsthatarecrucialtoanyinstitutionofschooleducationandwhichshouldforminescapableelementsinreviewingtheperformanceofanyinstitutionare;

. Qualityofteaching
. Qualityofcourses
. Qualityofexaminationprocess

. Qualityofstaffdevelopmentforincreasedteachingeffectiveness.

CONCLUSION

Ourestimatesarepreliminaryandmanymoreregressionsneedtoberun.Forexample,parentaloccupationisimportantinthiscontext. Weneedtomodelthat. The
agricultural family’s tenancy status is another issue we cannot ignore. It is also the case that within the same village households may havecommon
shocks arising from going to the same school or participating in the same labour market. We need to run a fixed effect model to address thisissue.

Policiesmustbealteredandreorientedinordertoregulatetheenvironment.Student-to-
classratiosneedtobereducedforacademicstandardstoberaisedanddropoutstobereduced. Intheseareas,remedialeffortsareneededtostemthetideofdropoutsamo
ngdisadvantagedstudents, particularlythosefromScheduled Castes.Educatingtheminanengagingwayisthekeytoovercomingtheirlackofinterest
inlearning.Forteaching-learningtobeeffective,itisnecessarytocomeupwithnewideas. ltwouldbeniceiftheeducationalprocess
wasmorefunandinteresting.SincetheyarelargelySChabitatzones,they cannot fully benefit from the conservation regime, which puts them at a competitive
disadvantage. This may make maintaining your knowledgedifficult. It ispossible, however, that the dropout rate could bedrasticallyreduced ifmore
Muslimstudentsenroll. The improvement of societyrequiresnumerous social changes. Traditional education or madrash should replace Maktab
education.

Despitetheselimitations,itappearsatthisstagethathouseholds’decisiontosustaintheirchildren’sschoolingissubjecttotheinterplayofvariousfactors.Parentaledu
cationisastronglyfavourablefactor,andsoisfamily’swealthsuchasland.Butthewaylandexertspositiveinfluenceoneducationis
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obviated by counteracting factors such as alternative income opportunities available in the local labour market or through migration. Southern
statespresent greater such opportunities and therefore they enjoy the dubious distinction of greater dropouts.
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