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ABSTRACT : 

Kasa, or cough, is a common respiratory disorder affecting individuals of all ages. Charaka Samhita, a foundational text of Ayurveda, offers a comprehensive 

understanding of Kasa, its causes, symptoms, and treatment modalities. This article provides an in-depth review of Charaka Samhita's perspective on Kasa, 

discussing its classification, etiology, pathogenesis, symptoms, and treatment options. The article aims to provide a detailed understanding of Ayurvedic 

management of Kasa, highlighting the importance of individualized approaches to healthcare. 
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Introduction: 

Kasa, or cough, is a universal human experience, affecting individuals of all ages. It is a natural defense mechanism that helps clear the respiratory tract 

of mucus, foreign particles, and irritants. However, persistent or chronic cough can be a symptom of an underlying disease, affecting quality of life and 

overall well-being. Charaka Samhita, written by the renowned Ayurvedic scholar Charaka, offers a comprehensive understanding of Kasa, its causes, 

symptoms, and treatment modalities. This article delves into Charaka Samhita's perspective on Kasa, providing insights into its classification, etiology, 

pathogenesis, symptoms, and treatment options. 

Classification of Kasa: 

Charaka Samhita classifies Kasa into five types based on the dominant dosha (biological humor) involved: 

 

Vataja Kasa (dry cough): caused by an imbalance of Vata dosha, characterized by a dry, non-productive cough. 

Pittaja Kasa (cough with expectoration): caused by an imbalance of Pitta dosha, characterized by a cough with yellow or greenish expectoration. 

Kaphaja Kasa (cough with mucus): caused by an imbalance of Kapha dosha, characterized by a cough with thick, white expectoration. 

Krodhaja Kasa (cough with anger): caused by an imbalance of Vata and Pitta doshas, characterized by a cough accompanied by anger and frustration. 

Tamaja Kasa (cough with delusion): caused by an imbalance of Vata and Kapha doshas, characterized by a cough accompanied by delusion and 

confusion. 

Etiology of Kasa: 

The etiology of Kasa includes factors like: 

Diet: consuming foods that are dry, cold, or heavy 

Lifestyle: living in a dry or cold climate, excessive physical exertion 

Environment: exposure to pollution, dust, or smoke 

Individual constitution (Prakriti): imbalance of doshas 

Pathogenesis of Kasa: 

The pathogenesis of Kasa involves the imbalance of doshas, leading to the vitiation of the respiratory tract. The imbalance of doshas affects the normal 

functioning of the lungs, trachea, and bronchi, leading to inflammation, congestion, and coughing. 
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Symptoms of Kasa: 

Symptoms of Kasa include: 

Cough 

Expectoration 

Chest pain 

Difficulty breathing 

Fatigue 

Fever 

Treatment Modalities: 

Charaka Samhita emphasizes the importance of individualized approaches to healthcare, considering factors like age, sex, and constitution. Treatment 

modalities for Kasa include: 

Snehapana (administration of ghee or oil) 

Vamana (induced vomiting) 

Virechana (purgation) 

Vairechanika Nasya (nasal drops) 

Dhumapana (medicated smoke inhalation) 

Yoga and Pranayama (breathing exercises) 

Dietary modifications 

Lifestyle modifications 

Conclusion: 

Charaka Samhita offers a comprehensive understanding of Kasa, its causes, symptoms, and treatment modalities. The text emphasizes the importance 

of individualized approaches to healthcare, considering factors like age, sex, and constitution. By understanding the Ayurvedic perspective on Kasa, 

healthcare practitioners can develop effective treatment strategies that address the root causes of this common respiratory disorder. As modern medicine 

continues to evolve, the wisdom of Charaka Samhita can provide valuable insights and approaches to addressing the complex challenges of Kasa. 
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