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A B S T R A C T 

The state of Jharkhand, located in eastern India, is a vibrant mosaic of diverse tribal cultures. Home to more than thirty distinct tribal communities, including the 

Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, Hos, and others, Jharkhand presents a rich tapestry of traditions, languages, art forms, and social customs that are deeply interwoven 

with the natural environment. This research article, "Culture of Tribal People of Jharkhand: An Overview," seeks to explore and document the multifaceted cultural 

heritage of these tribal communities.  

Through an in-depth examination of their rituals, festivals, languages, art, and daily practices, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

cultural dynamics that shape the lives of Jharkhand's tribal populations. By highlighting the unique aspects of their cultural expressions and the underlying social 

structures, this article not only celebrates the diversity and richness of tribal life but also underscores the importance of preserving these traditions in the face of 

modernization and globalization. The ensuing discussion offers insights into the historical evolution, contemporary relevance, and future prospects of tribal culture 

in Jharkhand, contributing to the broader discourse on indigenous cultures and their invaluable contributions to the cultural mosaic of India.  
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Introduction 

 Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is known for its rich cultural heritage and diverse traditions. The culture of Jharkhand is a blend of its indigenous 

tribal communities and the influences of neighboring regions. The culture of Jharkhand is a vibrant tapestry woven with the threads of its tribal traditions, 

festivals, music, dance, art, and cuisine. It reflects a deep connection to nature and a rich heritage that has been preserved and celebrated over centuries. 

The state is home to numerous tribal communities, such as the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, Ho, Kharia, and others. These tribes have their own distinct 

languages, customs, and rituals. The Santhals are one of the largest tribal communities in Jharkhand. They have a rich tradition of music and dance, with 

the famous Santhal dance being performed during festivals and social events. The Mundas are known for their traditional songs and dances, they have a 

rich oral tradition that includes folk tales, myths, and legends. The Munda language is part of the Austroasiatic language family. The Oraons, also known 

as Kurukh, have a strong cultural identity with their own language, Kurukh. They celebrate various festivals such as Karma and Sarhul, which are closely 

tied to agricultural cycles.  

Festivals and Celebrations of Tribal Communities in Jharkhand: 

The tribal communities of Jharkhand, such as the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, and Hos, celebrate a variety of festivals that are deeply intertwined with 

their agricultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and community life. These festivals are not just events of merriment but are profound expressions of gratitude 

to nature, religious devotion, and social cohesion. This article delves into some of the prominent festivals and celebrations of the tribal communities in 

Jharkhand, highlighting their cultural significance and unique traditions. 

Sarhul: The Festival of Flowers 

Sarhul, celebrated by the Oraon, Munda, and Ho tribes, marks the advent of the New Year and the arrival of spring. The festival is celebrated in the month 

of Chaitra (March-April) and is dedicated to the worship of the Sal tree, which holds great spiritual significance for these tribes. During Sarhul, the priests, 

known as Pahan, perform rituals to honor the deities and the spirits of ancestors. The community gathers around the sacred Sal tree, and offerings of 

flowers, seeds, and leaves are made. The festival is characterized by vibrant dances, traditional music, and feasting. The Sarhul dance, performed by men 

and women dressed in colorful attire, is a spectacle of rhythmic movements and joyous expressions, symbolizing the harmony between humans and 

nature. 

Karma: The Festival of Youth and Nature 
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Karma is another significant festival celebrated by various tribal communities in Jharkhand, including the Oraons, Mundas, and Santhals. Held in the 

month of Bhadra (August-September), Karma is a celebration of youth, fertility, and nature. The festival involves the worship of the Karam tree, 

symbolizing prosperity and well-being. Young men and women participate in the Karma dance, forming circles around the Karam tree and singing folk 

songs that narrate stories of love, valor, and community life. The rhythmic drumming and the energetic dance steps create an atmosphere of communal 

harmony and joy. Karma is also an occasion for the youth to find potential life partners, making it a crucial social event in the tribal calendar. 

 Sohrai: The Harvest Festival 

Sohrai, celebrated primarily by the Santhals, is a harvest festival that coincides with the Diwali celebrations in other parts of India. It is held in the month 

of Karthik (October-November) and is a time to thank the gods for a bountiful harvest. The festival is marked by the decoration of homes with intricate 

paintings and murals depicting scenes from tribal mythology and daily life. These paintings, created by the women of the community, are made using 

natural pigments derived from plants and minerals. Cattle, which play a vital role in agriculture, are also honored during Sohrai. They are bathed, decorated 

with garlands, and fed special meals. The festival includes traditional dances, music, and feasting, highlighting the close relationship between the tribal 

communities and their agrarian lifestyle. 

Tusu Parab: The Harvest Celebration 

Tusu Parab is celebrated during the winter months, particularly in the regions inhabited by the Kurmi and Oraon tribes. The festival marks the end of the 

harvest season and the beginning of the New Year. During Tusu Parab, young girls create small idols of the goddess Tusu and sing songs in her praise. 

These idols are then carried in colorful processions and immersed in rivers or ponds. The festival is characterized by vibrant cultural performances, 

including folk dances and songs that reflect the agricultural themes and the changing seasons. Tusu Parab is a testament to the creative spirit of the tribal 

communities, showcasing their artistic talents and their deep connection to the land. 

Bhagta Parab: The Festival of Strength and Devotion 

Bhagta Parab, also known as the festival of devotees, is celebrated by the Oraons and some other tribal communities. This festival, held in the month of 

Chaitra, is unique for its display of physical endurance and devotion. Devotees perform various feats of strength and bravery, such as walking on fire, 

piercing their bodies, and swinging from hooks. These acts are believed to appease the gods and bring blessings to the community. Bhagta Parab is a 

vibrant celebration with traditional music, dance, and rituals that emphasize the spiritual and physical prowess of the participants. 

            The festivals and celebrations of the tribal communities in Jharkhand are a vivid reflection of their rich cultural heritage and deep-rooted traditions. 

These festivals are not just mere rituals but are profound expressions of the tribal way of life, their reverence for nature, and their strong sense of 

community. Through dances, music, art, and rituals, the tribal communities celebrate the cycles of nature, honor their deities, and reinforce social bonds. 

Understanding and appreciating these festivals provides valuable insights into the cultural diversity and the enduring spirit of the tribal people of 

Jharkhand. 

Music and Dance Forms of Tribal Communities in Jharkhand: 

The tribal communities, including the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, Hos, and others, have a rich tradition of music and dance that plays a central role in 

their cultural life. These art forms are not only a means of entertainment but also an expression of their identity, history, and social values. Some of the 

various music and dance forms of the tribal people of Jharkhand are explained. 

Traditional Music Forms 

The tribal music of Jharkhand is deeply intertwined with their daily life, rituals, and festivals. It is a medium through which they narrate their stories, 

celebrate their deities, and express their emotions. 

1. Folk Songs: Folk songs are an integral part of tribal music in Jharkhand. These songs are often performed during festivals, agricultural activities, and 

social gatherings. Each tribe has its distinctive style of folk music. For instance, the Santhal community is known for its "Karam" songs, which are sung 

during the Karma festival. These songs are characterized by their repetitive and rhythmic patterns, accompanied by traditional instruments like the madal 

(a type of drum) and the bansuri (flute). 

2. Religious and Ritualistic Songs: Many tribal songs are associated with religious rituals and ceremonies. The Oraons, for example, sing "Sarhul" songs 

during the Sarhul festival, which marks the beginning of the new year and the onset of spring. These songs are devotional in nature, invoking the blessings 

of deities and spirits. 

3. Work Songs: Work songs are another significant category of tribal music. These songs are sung collectively while performing agricultural tasks, such 

as sowing seeds or harvesting crops. The rhythm of the music helps coordinate the efforts of the workers, making their labor more enjoyable and less 

strenuous. 

Traditional Dance Forms 

Dance is an essential aspect of tribal culture in Jharkhand, often performed during festivals, religious ceremonies, and community celebrations. Each 

dance form has its distinctive style, costume, and musical accompaniment. 
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1. Chhau Dance: Chhau is a semi-classical dance form that is popular among the tribal communities of Jharkhand, particularly the Santhals. This dance 

form combines elements of martial arts, acrobatics, and storytelling. Performers wear elaborate masks and costumes, and the dance often depicts episodes 

from Indian epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana. The vigorous movements and intricate choreography of Chhau make it a visually captivating 

performance. 

2. Santhal Dance: The Santhal dance is one of the most well-known tribal dances of Jharkhand. It is performed during various festivals, such as Sarhul 

and Sohrai, as well as during social gatherings and celebrations. Men and women form circles or semi-circles and dance to the rhythm of traditional 

instruments like the dhol (drum) and the bansuri. The dance movements are simple yet graceful, reflecting the harmonious relationship between the 

dancers and their natural surroundings. 

3. Paika Dance: The Paika dance, primarily performed by the Munda tribe, is a martial dance that showcases the valor and bravery of the tribal warriors. 

The dancers, dressed in traditional warrior attire, perform vigorous movements that mimic battle scenes. They use shields and swords as props, and the 

dance is often accompanied by the beating of drums and other percussive instruments. 

4. Jhumar Dance: Jhumar is a popular folk dance among various tribal communities in Jharkhand. It is performed during harvest festivals and social 

events. The dance is characterized by its slow, rhythmic movements and the graceful swaying of the dancers. Jhumar songs, sung during the dance, often 

narrate stories of love, nature, and rural life. 

5. Domkach Dance: Domkach is a community dance performed by the Oraons and other tribes during weddings and other joyous occasions. Men and 

women dance together in a circle, holding hands and swaying to the rhythm of folk songs and music. The dance symbolizes unity and collective 

celebration. 

 Musical Instruments 

The tribal communities of Jharkhand use a variety of traditional musical instruments, which add a unique flavor to their music and dance forms. Some of 

the commonly used instruments include: 

1. Madal: A double-headed drum that is played with the hands. It is a key instrument in many tribal music performances. 

2. Bansuri: A bamboo flute that produces a melodious sound. It is often used in accompaniment with songs and dances. 

3. Nagara: A large drum played with sticks, used during festivals and ceremonial occasions. 

4. Shehnai: A wind instrument that adds a distinct sound to the music, often played during weddings and religious ceremonies. 

               The music and dance forms of the tribal communities in Jharkhand are a testament to their rich cultural heritage and artistic expression. These 

traditions are not just modes of entertainment but are deeply embedded in the social, religious, and economic fabric of tribal life. They reflect the tribes' 

connection to nature, their communal values, and their historical narratives. Preserving and promoting these art forms is essential for maintaining the 

cultural diversity and identity of Jharkhand's tribal communities. Through their vibrant music and dance, the tribal people of Jharkhand continue to 

celebrate life, honor their traditions, and strengthen their sense of community. 

The Cuisine of Tribal Communities in Jharkhand: 

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is home to a rich and diverse tribal culture. The cuisine of the tribal communities in Jharkhand is a reflection of their 

close relationship with nature, their agrarian lifestyle, and their unique traditions. Simple yet flavorful, tribal food in Jharkhand relies heavily on locally 

sourced ingredients and traditional cooking methods. This article explores the various aspects of tribal cuisine in Jharkhand, highlighting some of the 

most popular dishes and culinary practices. 

Ingredients and Cooking Methods 

The cuisine of Jharkhand’s tribal communities is characterized by the use of fresh, locally available ingredients. The primary staples include rice, maize, 

millets, and pulses, which are often complemented by seasonal vegetables, wild greens, tubers, and forest produce. Meat, fish, and eggs are also integral 

parts of the diet, especially during festivals and special occasions. 

1. Rice and Millets: Rice is the main staple food for many tribal communities in Jharkhand. It is prepared in various forms, such as steamed rice, rice 

flour-based dishes, and rice beer. Millets like ragi and jowar are also commonly consumed and are known for their nutritional value. 

2. Vegetables and Greens: A variety of vegetables and wild greens are used in tribal cuisine. Leafy greens, such as saag (spinach), koinar (tender bamboo 

shoots), and sanai (hemp leaves), are cooked in simple preparations, often seasoned with mustard oil, garlic, and indigenous spices. 

3. Tubers and Roots: Tubers like yam, taro, and sweet potatoes are commonly used in tribal cooking. These are either boiled, roasted, or incorporated 

into curries and stews. 

4. Forest Produce: The tribal communities have a deep knowledge of forest produce, which includes mushrooms, berries, and various herbs. These 

ingredients add unique flavors to their dishes and are also valued for their medicinal properties. 
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5. Meat and Fish: Meat, especially poultry, goat, and pork, is consumed during festivals and celebrations. Fish from local rivers and ponds is also a 

significant part of the diet. These are usually cooked in simple curries, grilled, or smoked. 

Popular Dishes 

The culinary repertoire of Jharkhand’s tribal communities includes a variety of dishes that are both nutritious and flavorful. Some of the most popular 

tribal dishes are: 

1. Dhuska: Dhuska is a traditional deep-fried dish made from a batter of rice and lentils. It is usually served with potato curry or chutney. This dish is 

commonly prepared during festivals and special occasions. 

2. Handia: Handia is a traditional rice beer made by fermenting rice with herbal starters known as "ranu tablets." It is a popular beverage among the 

tribal communities and is consumed during social gatherings and festivals. 

3. Pitha: Pitha refers to a variety of rice flour dumplings that can be either savory or sweet. They are steamed or fried and often stuffed with ingredients 

like lentils, jaggery, or coconut. 

4. Koinar Saag: This dish is made from tender bamboo shoots, which are either stir-fried or cooked with spices. Bamboo shoots are a seasonal delicacy 

and are highly valued for their unique taste and nutritional benefits. 

5. Sanai Phool Saag: This dish is prepared from the leaves and flowers of the sanai (hemp) plant. It is typically cooked with mustard oil, garlic, and 

chilies, offering a distinct flavor and rich nutritional content. 

6. Rugra: Rugra is a type of wild mushroom that is highly prized among the tribal communities. It is usually cooked with spices to make a rich, flavorful 

curry. 

7. Chilka Roti: Chilka roti is a type of pancake made from a mixture of rice flour and gram flour. It is often served with chutney or vegetable curry. 

Culinary Practices and Traditions 

The tribal communities of Jharkhand follow traditional cooking methods that have been passed down through generations. Cooking is usually done on 

open wood fires, which impart a distinct smoky flavor to the food. Earthenware pots and utensils made from bamboo and other natural materials are 

commonly used. 

1. Community Cooking: Cooking and sharing food is a communal activity among the tribal communities. During festivals, weddings, and other social 

events, large quantities of food are prepared collectively, fostering a sense of community and cooperation. 

2. Use of Indigenous Spices: The spices used in tribal cuisine are often locally sourced and include ingredients like mustard seeds, turmeric, garlic, 

ginger, and various types of chilies. These spices not only enhance the flavor of the dishes but also have medicinal properties. 

3. Preservation Techniques: Traditional methods of food preservation, such as drying, smoking, and fermenting, are widely practiced. These techniques 

help in storing food for longer periods, especially in times of scarcity. 

Festivals and Food 

Food plays a central role in the festivals and celebrations of the tribal communities in Jharkhand. During these times, special dishes are prepared, and the 

community comes together to partake in the feasts. 

1. Sarhul: During the Sarhul festival, which marks the beginning of the new year and the onset of spring, traditional dishes made from new grains and 

forest produce are prepared. Special rice dishes and meat preparations are common. 

2. Karma: The Karma festival, celebrated for good harvest and fertility, features a variety of traditional foods, including dhuska, pitha, and various meat 

dishes. 

3. Sohrai: Sohrai, the harvest festival, is a time for feasting. Dishes made from freshly harvested grains, vegetables, and meats are enjoyed by the 

community. Handia is also widely consumed during this festival. 

The cuisine of the tribal communities in Jharkhand is a rich tapestry of flavors, ingredients, and traditions that reflect their deep connection to nature and 

their agrarian lifestyle. The simplicity and nutritional value of their food, combined with the communal aspect of cooking and eating, make tribal cuisine 

an integral part of their cultural identity. Understanding and appreciating these culinary traditions provides a window into the lives and heritage of 

Jharkhand’s tribal people, highlighting the importance of preserving and celebrating this unique aspect of their culture. 

Dress and Ornaments of Tribal People of Jharkhand: 

 The traditional dress and ornaments of the tribal people stand out as a vibrant expression of their identity and heritage. The attire and adornments not 

only reflect their aesthetic sensibilities but also hold significant cultural and symbolic meanings. This article explores the various aspects of the traditional 

dress and ornaments of Jharkhand's tribal communities, highlighting their unique characteristics and cultural significance. 
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 Traditional Dress 

The traditional attire of the tribal communities in Jharkhand is characterized by its simplicity, functionality, and vibrant colors. The clothing is often made 

from locally sourced materials and is suitable for the region's climate and lifestyle. 

1. Men's Attire: Tribal men typically wear a dhoti or loincloth, known locally by various names such as "lungee" or "bhabla." These garments are usually 

made from cotton and are draped around the waist, extending to the knees or ankles. In addition to the dhoti, men often wear a simple shirt or kurta, 

especially during festivals and special occasions. The kurta is usually plain or adorned with minimal embroidery. 

2. Women's Attire: Tribal women in Jharkhand wear sarees or similar garments known as "panchi" and "parhan." These sarees are generally made from 

cotton and are often dyed in bright colors with simple yet striking patterns. The saree is usually draped in a unique style that allows for ease of movement, 

which is essential for their daily activities. In some communities, women also wear blouses and petticoats under their sarees. 

3. Special Occasions: During festivals, weddings, and other special events, both men and women dress in more elaborate and colorful attire. Women 

may wear sarees with intricate designs and borders, while men might don a more ornate kurta or an angarkha (a traditional upper garment). 

Ornaments 

Ornaments play a crucial role in the tribal culture of Jharkhand. They are not only used for adornment but also serve as symbols of social status, marital 

status, and cultural identity. The tribal communities create a variety of ornaments using materials such as beads, metals, bones, and shells. 

1. Necklaces: Necklaces are a common adornment among tribal women. These necklaces are often made from beads, coins, and shells. One of the most 

popular types is the "Hasauli," a heavy necklace made from silver or other metals, often worn during special occasions. 

2. Earrings: Earrings are widely worn by both men and women in some tribal communities. They range from simple studs to elaborate danglers made 

from metals, beads, and stones. The "Chik Chiki" is a traditional earring design popular among the Santhal women, characterized by its circular shape 

and intricate detailing. 

3. Bangles and Bracelets: Bangles made from various materials such as glass, metal, and lac are commonly worn by tribal women. These bangles are 

often colorful and worn in multiples. Men sometimes wear bracelets made from metal or beads, which can have symbolic meanings related to their tribe 

or personal achievements. 

4. Anklets and Toe Rings: Anklets, known as "Payal" or "Paijan," are worn by women, especially during festivals and dances. These anklets are usually 

made of silver and can be simple or adorned with small bells. Toe rings are also worn by married women as a symbol of their marital status. 

5. Headgear and Hair Accessories: Tribal women often adorn their hair with flowers, beads, and metal hairpins. The "Tika" or "Borla," a type of 

forehead ornament, is worn during special occasions. Men may wear turbans or headbands decorated with feathers and beads during festivals and 

ceremonies. 

Cultural Significance 

The traditional dress and ornaments of Jharkhand's tribal communities are deeply intertwined with their cultural identity and social practices. Each piece 

of clothing and ornament carries specific meanings and is often associated with rituals, festivals, and social status. 

1. Rituals and Ceremonies: During important rituals and ceremonies, such as weddings, religious festivals, and harvest celebrations, the attire and 

ornaments worn by the tribal people play a significant role. They are believed to invoke blessings, ward off evil spirits, and symbolize prosperity and 

fertility. 

2. Social Status and Identity: Ornaments, in particular, are often indicative of a person's social status, marital status, and tribal affiliation. For instance, 

certain types of necklaces and bangles are worn exclusively by married women, while specific designs and materials may denote a person’s tribal identity. 

3. Cultural Preservation: The traditional dress and ornaments are not merely functional or decorative but are crucial for preserving the cultural heritage 

of the tribal communities. They serve as a tangible link to their history and traditions, passed down through generations. 

The dress and ornaments of the tribal people of Jharkhand are a vivid expression of their rich cultural heritage and distinct identity. The simplicity, 

functionality, and vibrant aesthetics of their attire reflect their close connection to nature and their agrarian lifestyle. The ornaments, with their intricate 

designs and symbolic meanings, play a crucial role in their social and cultural life. Understanding and appreciating these traditional practices provide 

valuable insights into the lives and heritage of Jharkhand's tribal communities, highlighting the importance of preserving and celebrating their unique 

cultural identity. 

 Art and Craft of Tribal People of Jharkhand: 

The tribal people of Jharkhand, including the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, and Hos, have a deep connection with their environment, which is vividly 

reflected in their artistic expressions. These crafts are not only utilitarian but also serve as a medium for cultural storytelling and preservation. This article 

explores the various forms of art and craft practiced by the tribal communities of Jharkhand, highlighting their unique techniques, materials, and cultural 

significance. 
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 Traditional Art Forms 

1. Paitkar Painting: Paitkar paintings are one of the oldest tribal art forms in Jharkhand, primarily practiced by the Santhal and Munda tribes. These 

scroll paintings, often referred to as "scrolls of the gods," depict themes from tribal folklore, mythology, and daily life. The artists use natural colors 

derived from minerals, leaves, and flowers, and the brushes are typically made from twigs and squirrel hair. The intricate details and vibrant colors of 

Paitkar paintings make them a visual treat, while the storytelling aspect ensures the transmission of cultural narratives across generations. 

2. Sohrai Painting: Sohrai art, primarily practiced by the women of the Santhal and Oraon tribes, is associated with the Sohrai harvest festival. The walls 

of homes are adorned with murals depicting animals, birds, and floral motifs, symbolizing fertility and prosperity. These paintings are created using 

natural pigments, such as red and yellow ochre, charcoal, and white clay. The technique involves using simple tools like twigs, fingers, and brushes made 

from rice straw. Sohrai paintings are a testament to the tribal people's deep respect for nature and their agricultural way of life. 

3. Kohbar Art: Kohbar art is a traditional form of wall painting associated with marriage rituals among the tribal communities of Jharkhand. These 

paintings are created on the walls of the bridal chamber and depict themes of love, fertility, and marital bliss. The motifs often include images of the sun, 

moon, plants, animals, and geometric patterns. The vibrant colors and symbolic designs of Kohbar art are believed to bless the newlyweds with prosperity 

and happiness. 

 Traditional Crafts 

1. Dokra Metal Craft: Dokra is an ancient metal casting technique practiced by the tribal artisans of Jharkhand. This craft, which involves the lost-wax 

casting method, is used to create intricate metal objects, including figurines, jewelry, and utensils. The artisans use clay and beeswax to create molds, 

which are then filled with molten metal. Once the metal cools and hardens, the clay mold is broken to reveal the final product. Dokra artifacts are known 

for their rustic charm and detailed craftsmanship, reflecting the tribal people's artistic ingenuity. 

2. Bamboo and Cane Work: Bamboo and cane crafts are an integral part of the tribal lifestyle in Jharkhand. The artisans skillfully weave bamboo and 

cane into a variety of products, such as baskets, mats, furniture, and decorative items. These crafts are not only functional but also exhibit aesthetic beauty, 

with intricate patterns and designs. The use of locally available materials and sustainable practices makes bamboo and cane work an eco-friendly craft 

tradition. 

3. Wood Carving: Wood carving is another prominent craft among the tribal communities of Jharkhand. Artisans carve elaborate designs into wooden 

items like masks, idols, toys, and household objects. The themes often draw inspiration from tribal mythology, animals, and nature. The wooden masks, 

in particular, are used in traditional dance performances and rituals, serving both artistic and cultural purposes. 

4. Pottery: Pottery is a widely practiced craft among the tribal people of Jharkhand. The potters create a range of earthenware, including pots, pitchers, 

lamps, and decorative items. The process involves molding clay by hand or using a potter’s wheel, followed by drying and firing in kilns. The designs 

are often simple yet elegant, and the pottery items are used for both everyday purposes and ceremonial functions. 

Cultural Significance 

The art and craft of the tribal people of Jharkhand are deeply embedded in their cultural and social life. These creative expressions serve multiple purposes: 

1. Preservation of Heritage: Art and craft are essential for preserving and transmitting the cultural heritage of the tribal communities. Through their 

artistic creations, the tribal people pass down stories, myths, and traditions from one generation to the next. 

2. Ritual and Ceremony: Many art forms, such as Kohbar and Sohrai paintings, are directly linked to rituals and ceremonies. These artworks are not 

just decorative but also hold significant symbolic meanings related to fertility, prosperity, and divine blessings. 

3. Economic Sustenance: Craftsmanship provides a source of livelihood for many tribal artisans. The sale of traditional crafts, both within local markets 

and to a broader audience, helps sustain the economic well-being of these communities. 

4. Community Identity: The unique styles and motifs of tribal art and craft serve as markers of community identity. They reflect the distinct cultural 

ethos of each tribe and foster a sense of pride and belonging among the tribal people. 

The art and craft of the tribal communities in Jharkhand are a testament to their rich cultural heritage, creativity, and connection to nature. Whether it is 

the vivid Paitkar paintings, the intricate Dokra metalwork, or the functional bamboo crafts, each form of art and craft embodies the tribal people's way of 

life and their cultural values. By appreciating and promoting these traditional practices, we not only honor the artistic talents of the tribal artisans but also 

contribute to the preservation and celebration of their unique cultural identity. 

Marriage Customs of Tribal People of Jharkhand: 

 Marriage customs among these tribes are particularly distinctive, reflecting deep-rooted social values, traditional beliefs, and communal harmony. This 

research paper explores the marriage customs of some of the major tribal communities in Jharkhand, highlighting their unique rituals, symbolic practices, 

and the cultural significance of these traditions. 

The Santhal Tribe: 
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The Santhal tribe, one of the largest tribal groups in Jharkhand, has elaborate and colorful marriage customs that are deeply rooted in their cultural 

heritage. 

1. Proposal and Engagement: The marriage process begins with the parents of the prospective bride and groom meeting to discuss the alliance. Once 

both families agree, an engagement ceremony known as "Sanga Bapla" is conducted, which involves the exchange of gifts and promises. 

2. Pre-Wedding Rituals: Several rituals precede the wedding day. One significant ritual is the "Bhaujai Than," where offerings are made to the ancestors 

to seek their blessings. The "Kudum Naach" is a traditional dance performed by the community to celebrate the forthcoming union. 

3. Wedding Ceremony: The wedding, known as "Baha Bapla," is usually conducted at the bride's residence. The bride and groom exchange garlands 

and take seven symbolic steps together, signifying their shared journey ahead. The ceremony is accompanied by traditional music, dances, and communal 

feasting. 

4. Post-Wedding Rituals: Post-wedding rituals include the "Bidaai" (farewell) where the bride bids goodbye to her family and the "Aam Maan" ceremony 

at the groom’s house to welcome the bride into her new home. 

The Munda Tribe: 

The Munda tribe, another prominent group in Jharkhand, also has distinctive marriage customs. 

1. Proposal and Engagement: Similar to the Santhals, the marriage process begins with a proposal, followed by the "Gonduji" engagement ceremony. 

Gifts are exchanged, and the date for the wedding is decided. 

2. Pre-Wedding Rituals: The Mundas perform several pre-wedding rituals, including the "Lota Pani," where holy water is sprinkled on the bride and 

groom to purify them. The "Diku" ritual involves the exchange of symbolic items between the families. 

3. Wedding Ceremony: The wedding ceremony, known as "Bonga Bapla," is held at the bride's home. A sacred fire is lit, and the couple walks around 

it seven times, while the priest chants prayers. The exchange of garlands and the tying of a symbolic thread around the bride’s neck are key components 

of the ceremony. 

4. Post-Wedding Rituals: The bride is formally welcomed into the groom’s family through a ritual called "Khut Pujna," which involves offerings to the 

household deities. A communal feast follows, symbolizing the integration of the bride into her new family. 

The Oraon Tribe: 

The Oraon tribe, known for their rich cultural traditions, has unique marriage customs that emphasize community involvement. 

1. Proposal and Engagement: The engagement ceremony, known as "Pathalgarhi," involves the formal acceptance of the marriage proposal by both 

families. Gifts are exchanged, and a symbolic stone is placed at the village entrance, signifying the forthcoming marriage. 

2. Pre-Wedding Rituals: Pre-wedding activities include the "Dhamkachar" dance, where the entire village participates in singing and dancing. The 

"Mandar" ceremony involves the pounding of rice to be used in the wedding feast. 

3. Wedding Ceremony: The Oraon wedding ceremony, called "Janj Faren," involves the bride and groom walking around a sacred altar. The exchange 

of garlands and the application of vermilion (sindoor) on the bride’s forehead are central to the ceremony. The community plays a significant role, with 

village elders blessing the couple. 

4. Post-Wedding Rituals: Post-wedding rituals include the "Bidaai" (farewell) and the "Ghar Pravesh" (house entry) ceremony at the groom's residence. 

The bride is welcomed with traditional songs and rituals, symbolizing her new role in the family. 

The Ho Tribe 

The Ho tribe, with their unique customs, also has distinct marriage practices. 

1. Proposal and Engagement: The marriage process begins with a proposal, followed by an engagement ceremony called "Sengei." Gifts and betel 

leaves are exchanged as a sign of agreement. 

2. Pre-Wedding Rituals: The Ho tribe performs several rituals, including the "Lota Pani," similar to other tribes, and the "Sidal Sagi," where rice beer 

is prepared for the wedding feast. 

3. Wedding Ceremony: The wedding, known as "Lugra," is characterized by the exchange of garlands, the application of vermilion, and the tying of the 

sacred thread. Traditional songs and dances play a vital role in the celebration. 

4. Post-Wedding Rituals: Post-wedding rituals include the "Bidaai" and the "Matkom," a ceremony at the groom’s house where the bride is welcomed 

with traditional customs. 
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Cultural Significance 

The marriage customs of the tribal people of Jharkhand are rich in cultural significance and reflect the values, beliefs, and social structures of their 

communities. 

1. Community Involvement: Marriage is not just a union of two individuals but a communal affair. The entire village often participates in the 

celebrations, emphasizing the collective nature of tribal society. 

2. Symbolism and Rituals: The various rituals and symbols used in tribal weddings, such as the sacred fire, garlands, and vermilion, carry deep cultural 

meanings. They symbolize purity, prosperity, and the continuity of life and traditions. 

3. Preservation of Heritage: These marriage customs help preserve the cultural heritage and traditional knowledge of the tribal communities. They 

provide a sense of identity and continuity, linking the present generation with their ancestors. 

4. Adaptation and Modernity: While these traditions are deeply rooted, many tribal communities have adapted their customs to contemporary practices, 

blending traditional and modern elements in their wedding ceremonies. 

The marriage customs of the tribal people of Jharkhand are a testament to their rich cultural heritage and social values. Each tribe, with its unique rituals 

and traditions, contributes to the vibrant cultural mosaic of the state. These customs, while maintaining their traditional essence, continue to evolve, 

reflecting the dynamic nature of tribal society. Understanding and appreciating these marriage customs offer valuable insights into the lives and culture 

of Jharkhand’s tribal communities, highlighting the importance of preserving and celebrating their rich heritage. 

Languages of Tribal People of Jharkhand: 

The state's tribal population, including the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, Hos, and several others, communicate in a variety of languages that are deeply 

intertwined with their cultural identities and heritage. These languages belong to different linguistic families, primarily Austroasiatic and Dravidian, and 

are characterized by their unique phonetic, grammatical, and lexical features. The researchers explore the different languages spoken by the tribal people 

of Jharkhand, highlighting their significance and the efforts to preserve them in the face of modernization and linguistic assimilation. 

Major Tribal Languages 

1. Santhali:  

   - Linguistic Family: Austroasiatic (Munda branch) 

   - Speakers: The Santhal tribe, one of the largest tribal groups in Jharkhand, speaks Santhali. 

   - Characteristics: Santhali is known for its rich oral tradition, encompassing folklore, songs, and oral histories. The language uses the Ol Chiki script, 

which was created by Pandit Raghunath Murmu in the 1920s to provide a written form for Santhali. 

   - Cultural Significance: Santhali plays a crucial role in preserving the cultural identity of the Santhal community, with literature, traditional songs, 

and rituals deeply embedded in the language. 

2. Mundari:  

   - Linguistic Family: Austroasiatic (Munda branch) 

   - Speakers: Spoken by the Munda tribe. 

   - Characteristics: Mundari has a rich phonetic structure with distinctive sounds and a unique grammatical system. The language primarily uses the 

Devanagari script but also the Latin alphabet in some contexts. 

   - Cultural Significance: Mundari is vital for the cultural practices of the Munda tribe, including their traditional songs, dances, and storytelling 

traditions. 

3. Kurukh (Oraon):  

   - Linguistic Family: Dravidian 

   - Speakers: The Oraon tribe primarily speaks Kurukh. 

   - Characteristics: Kurukh, also known as Oraon, uses the Tolong Siki script, which was developed to provide a written form for the language. It also 

uses the Devanagari script. 

   - Cultural Significance: The language is integral to the Oraon's cultural practices, including their folklore, rituals, and oral traditions. 

4. Ho:  

   - Linguistic Family: Austroasiatic (Munda branch) 
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   - Speakers: The Ho tribe. 

   - Characteristics: The Ho language uses the Varang Kshiti script, created by Lako Bodra in the 20th century to give the Ho people a unique written 

script. It is also written in the Devanagari and Latin scripts. 

   - Cultural Significance: Ho is crucial for maintaining the cultural heritage of the Ho tribe, including traditional music, oral narratives, and customary 

laws. 

Minor Tribal Languages: 

1. Kharia:  

   - Linguistic Family: Austroasiatic (Munda branch) 

   - Speakers: The Kharia tribe. 

   - Characteristics: Kharia is known for its complex verb morphology and tonal nature. It is primarily written in the Devanagari script. 

   - Cultural Significance: Kharia is essential for the tribe's rituals, folklore, and communal identity. 

2. Khortha:  

   - Linguistic Family: Indo-Aryan (Eastern group) 

   - Speakers: Primarily spoken by the Sadan tribes and some non-tribal communities. 

   - Characteristics: Khortha is closely related to Maithili and Bhojpuri and uses the Devanagari script. 

   - Cultural Significance: It serves as a lingua franca among various communities in the region and reflects the blend of tribal and non-tribal influences. 

Language Preservation and Challenges 

The tribal languages of Jharkhand face several challenges in the modern era, including the dominance of major regional languages like Hindi and Bengali, 

urbanization, and the influence of global languages like English. These factors contribute to language shift and potential language loss among younger 

generations. 

1. Education and Literacy: One of the significant challenges is the lack of formal education in tribal languages. While there have been efforts to include 

these languages in school curricula, the implementation is often inconsistent. Promoting literacy in tribal languages is crucial for their preservation. 

2. Documentation and Standardization: Efforts are underway to document and standardize tribal languages. This includes the creation of dictionaries, 

grammar books, and written literature. Organizations and linguists are working to record oral traditions, which are vital repositories of cultural knowledge. 

3. Cultural Revival Programs: Various cultural organizations and tribal communities are actively involved in reviving and promoting their languages 

through cultural programs, festivals, and the arts. This includes using media, such as radio, television, and digital platforms, to reach a broader audience. 

4. Government Policies: Government initiatives play a crucial role in the preservation of tribal languages. Policies aimed at promoting multilingual 

education, providing resources for language learning, and supporting cultural activities are essential. 

The tribal languages of Jharkhand are a rich and integral part of the state's cultural heritage. Each language reflects the unique identity, traditions, and 

worldviews of its speakers. While these languages face challenges in the modern era, concerted efforts by communities, linguists, and policymakers can 

help preserve and revitalize them. Celebrating and promoting the linguistic diversity of Jharkhand is not only important for the tribal communities but 

also for the broader cultural mosaic of India. Through education, documentation, and cultural initiatives, the vibrant linguistic traditions of Jharkhand's 

tribal people can be sustained for future generations. 

Conclusion: 

The cultural tapestry of Jharkhand's tribal communities is both rich and complex, embodying a unique blend of tradition, art, language, and social customs. 

Through this research, we have explored the myriad facets that constitute the cultural identity of these indigenous groups, from their vibrant festivals and 

intricate crafts to their distinctive languages and marriage customs. The tribal cultures of Jharkhand offer profound insights into sustainable living, 

communal harmony, and the deep connections between humans and nature. 

Despite the pressures of modernization and globalization, these communities have demonstrated remarkable resilience in preserving their cultural heritage. 

However, the challenges they face cannot be overlooked. It is imperative that concerted efforts are made by governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, scholars, and the communities themselves to document, promote, and sustain these cultural practices. 

The culture of the tribal people of Jharkhand is a vital part of India’s diverse cultural mosaic. Understanding and valuing this heritage not only enriches 

our knowledge of human civilization but also reinforces the importance of cultural diversity and heritage preservation. Future research and policy 

initiatives must focus on empowering these communities, ensuring that their rich cultural legacy continues to thrive for generations to come.of India.  
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