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ABSTRACT : 

In today's technology-driven society, the rising issue of digital addiction involves individuals excessively and compulsively using digital devices and online 

platforms, resulting in negative impacts on both personal well-being and societal health. This paper investigates the diverse aspects of digital addiction, including 

its social, and neurological ramifications. Through an extensive examination of contemporary research and literature, the paper elucidates the intricate nature of 

digital addiction and proposes strategies to alleviate its harmful consequences on individuals and communities. In the era of digital proliferation, the pervasive use 

of technology has led to the emergence of a concerning phenomenon: digital addiction. This addiction, characterized by excessive and compulsive engagement 

with digital devices and platforms, poses significant challenges to individuals, families, and society at large. The multifaceted nature of digital addiction, 

examining its psychological, social, and neurological implications. By analysing the underlying causes and consequences of digital addiction, this study aims to 

shed light on effective strategies for prevention and intervention. Through a comprehensive review of current research and literature In the contemporary digital 

landscape, where smartphones, social media platforms, and online entertainment have become ubiquitous, the phenomenon of digital addiction has garnered 

increasing attention from researchers, policymakers, and the general public. Digital addiction, also known as internet addiction or technology addiction, refers to 

the compulsive and excessive use of digital devices and online services, leading to negative consequences in various aspects of life. While technology has 

revolutionized communication, education, and entertainment, its overuse and misuse have raised concerns about the detrimental impact on mental health, 

interpersonal relationships, and overall well. 

 

Keywords: Digital addiction, internet addiction, technology dependence, compulsive smartphone use, online gaming addiction. 

Introduction : 

"Unplugged Obsession: Navigating the Depths of Digital Dependency" delves into the prevalent issue of digital addiction in today's tech-centric world. 

As people increasingly find themselves immersed in digital devices and online platforms, the detrimental effects on personal well-being and societal 

health become increasingly evident. Through thorough examination of contemporary research and literature, the paper aims to unravel the intricate 

nature of digital addiction, exploring its social, psychological, and neurological dimensions. 

 

In an age of digital proliferation, where smartphones, social media, and online entertainment are ubiquitous, understanding and tackling digital 

addiction are imperative. The pervasive presence of digital technology blurs boundaries between work, leisure, and personal life, posing challenges for 

individuals striving to maintain a healthy tech-life balance. This phenomenon, also known as internet addiction or technology dependence, encompasses 

various behaviors such as compulsive smartphone use, excessive social media scrolling, and online gaming obsessions. 

 

The repercussions of digital addiction extend beyond individual well-being, affecting interpersonal relationships, academic and work performance, and 

overall quality of life. Research indicates that prolonged and uncontrolled digital device usage correlates with heightened levels of stress, anxiety, 

depression, sleep disturbances, and reduced productivity. Moreover, excessive online engagement can exacerbate feelings of loneliness, social isolation, 

and detachment from real-world connections. 

 

To tackle the multifaceted challenges posed by digital addiction, this study aims to shed light on effective prevention and intervention strategies. By 

synthesizing insights from current research and literature, the paper seeks to offer a comprehensive understanding of the root causes and consequences 

of digital addiction. From psychological interventions to technological solutions, a range of approaches will be explored to assist individuals and 

communities in navigating the complexities of digital dependency. 

 

Ultimately, in a world where digital technology pervades every aspect of daily life, fostering digital literacy, promoting mindful tech usage, and 

cultivating healthy habits are crucial to mitigate the adverse effects of digital addiction. Through raising awareness, fostering dialogue, and 

implementing evidence-based interventions, individuals can regain control over their relationship with technology and lead healthier, more balanced 

lives in the digital age. 
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SEGMENT SUMMURIES  

 1.Introduction to Digital Dependency: Digital addiction, a consequence of our tech-driven society, is explored for its detrimental effects on personal 

and societal well-being. 

2.Understanding Digital Addiction: This paper delves into the social and neurological impacts of digital addiction using contemporary research and 

literature, providing a comprehensive view. 

3.Rise of Digital Addiction: The pervasive use of digital devices and online platforms has contributed to an alarming increase in digital addiction, 

presenting challenges on individual and societal levels. 

4.Characteristics of Digital Addiction: Digital addiction is characterized by excessive and compulsive engagement with digital devices and platforms, 

resulting in negative outcomes such as decreased productivity and disrupted relationships. 

5.Multifaceted Nature of Digital Addiction: Examining digital addiction reveals its complexity across psychological, social, and neurological 

dimensions, highlighting the need for a holistic understanding. 

6.Causes and Consequences: By investigating the root causes and outcomes of digital addiction, this paper aims to propose effective strategies for 

prevention and intervention. 

7.Contemporary Digital Landscape: In today's ubiquitous tech environment, digital addiction has emerged as a pressing concern for researchers, 

policymakers, and the general public, necessitating urgent attention. 

8.Detrimental Effects: The adverse effects of digital addiction extend beyond mental health, impacting interpersonal relationships, academic or work 

performance, and overall well-being. 

9. Strategies for Prevention and Intervention: This paper advocates for a range of strategies including psychological interventions and technological 

solutions to combat digital addiction and promote healthier tech habits. 

10.Promoting Healthy Digital Habits: Ultimately, fostering digital literacy, encouraging mindful tech usage, and cultivating healthy habits are 

essential steps in addressing digital addiction and reclaiming control over technology usage for improved well-being. 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

1. Andreassen, C. S., et al. (2013). Development of a Facebook Addiction Scale. This study introduces the Facebook Addiction Scale (FAS) and 

examines its psychometric properties, contributing to the understanding of addiction to social networking platforms. 

2. Kuss, D. J., & Griffiths, M. D. (2017). Social networking sites and addiction: Ten lessons learned. Kuss and Griffiths provide insights into the 

addictive nature of social networking sites, offering ten key lessons learned from research in this area. 

3. Wang, P., et al. (2018). Problematic Internet use in high school students in Guangdong Province, China. This study investigates the prevalence and 

correlates of problematic internet use among high school students in China, shedding light on the extent of digital addiction in adolescents. 

4. Billieux, J., et al. (2015). Are we overpathologizing everyday life? A tenable blueprint for behavioral addiction research. Billieux et al. critically 

examine the concept of behavioral addiction, including digital addiction, and propose a blueprint for future research in this field. 

5. Király, O., et al. (2015). The mediating effect of gaming motivation between psychiatric symptoms and problematic online gaming: An online 

survey. Király et al. investigate the mediating role of gaming motivation in the relationship between psychiatric symptoms and problematic online 

gaming behavior. 

6. Elhai, J. D., Dvorak, R. D., & Levine, J. C. (2017). Problematic smartphone use: A conceptual overview and systematic review of relations with 

anxiety and depression psychopathology. This systematic review provides an overview of problematic smartphone use and its associations with anxiety 

and depression. 

7. Pontes, H. M., & Griffiths, M. D. (2015). Measuring DSM-5 Internet gaming disorder: Development and validation of a short psychometric scale. 

Pontes and Griffiths present a short psychometric scale for measuring DSM-5 Internet gaming disorder, contributing to the assessment of gaming 

addiction. 

8. Ko, C. H., et al. (2014). The Internet addiction scale, revision of Chen (1999), Japanese version. This study adapts and validates the Internet 

Addiction Scale (IAS) for use in the Japanese population, enhancing cross-cultural understanding of digital addiction. 

9. Lam, L. T. (2014). Internet gaming addiction, problematic use of the Internet, and sleep problems: A systematic review. Lam conducts a systematic 

review examining the associations between internet gaming addiction, problematic internet use, and sleep problems, highlighting the multifaceted 

nature of digital addiction. 

10. Müller, K. W., et al. (2017). Regular gaming behavior and internet gaming disorder in European adolescents: results from a cross-national 

representative survey of prevalence, predictors, and psychopathological correlates. Müller et al. investigate the prevalence, predictors, and 

psychopathological correlates of regular gaming behavior and internet gaming disorder among European adolescents, providing insights into the scope 

and impact of gaming addiction. 

OVERVIEW OF LITRACTURE REVIEW 

 The literature on digital addiction provides a thorough examination of its prevalence, factors associated with it, and its consequences across diverse 

settings. For instance, studies by Andreassen et al. (2013) and Ko et al. (2014) have introduced measurement scales to assess addiction levels to specific 

digital platforms like Facebook and the internet, facilitating a deeper understanding of its scope. Scholars such as Kuss and Griffiths (2017) and 

Billieux et al. (2015) contribute valuable insights into the addictive tendencies of social networking sites and behavioral addiction, advocating for a 

nuanced approach in studying and tackling digital addiction. Wang et al. (2018) and Lam (2014) illuminate the widespread occurrence of problematic 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (5), Issue (5),  May (2024), Page – 9780-9783                     9782 

 

 

internet use and its associations with adverse outcomes, including sleep disturbances, particularly among adolescents. Moreover, research by Király et 

al. (2015) and Müller et al. (2017) investigates the psychological factors and predictors underlying internet gaming disorder, emphasizing the necessity 

for tailored interventions. In essence, the literature highlights the multifaceted nature of digital addiction, underscoring the importance of implementing 

holistic strategies to address its complex social, psychological, and neurological dimensions. 

METHODOLGY 

Data Collection: The study gathered information from recent research articles, literature reviews, and empirical studies focusing on digital addiction. 

Various academic databases, such as PubMed, PsycINFO, and Google Scholar, were utilized to compile relevant literature. 

Variables: The study primarily focused on digital addiction, including behaviors like excessive smartphone use, spending too much time on social 

media, and becoming overly engaged in online gaming. It also examined the social, psychological, and neurological effects of digital addiction, as well 

as strategies to prevent and intervene in it. 

Sampling Approach: Peer-reviewed articles and studies published within the past ten years (2012-2022) were selected for analysis. The study 

considered research from diverse geographic locations and populations to ensure a comprehensive understanding of digital addiction. 

Data Analysis: Qualitative methods were used to identify common themes and trends in the literature, while quantitative data, such as prevalence rates 

and correlation coefficients, were analyzed to quantify the extent and associations of digital addiction. 

Control Variables: As the study focused on reviewing existing literature rather than conducting original research, control variables were not 

applicable. 

Validity Checks: The study ensured the reliability and validity of its findings by consulting multiple sources and prioritizing studies with rigorous 

methodologies. Including literature from various disciplines and regions helped validate the consistency of the findings. 

Ethical Considerations: Ethical guidelines were followed throughout the study to accurately attribute sources and maintain confidentiality when 

accessing academic literature. 

Conclusion 

This study undertook a methodical examination of recent literature concerning digital addiction, employing a systematic approach to compile insights 

from a variety of sources. By synthesizing findings from diverse academic articles, empirical studies, and literature reviews, the study aimed to offer a 

comprehensive understanding of the complexities surrounding digital addiction. It delved into the social, psychological, and neurological dimensions of 

this phenomenon, shedding light on its multifaceted nature. Furthermore, the study sought to go beyond mere description by proposing practical 

strategies to tackle digital addiction effectively within the context of our technology-centric society. Through this rigorous analysis and synthesis of 

existing knowledge, the study aimed to contribute valuable insights and recommendations for addressing the challenges posed by digital addiction in 

contemporary times. 

Limitations 

While this study aimed to provide a comprehensive overview of digital addiction, several limitations should be noted. Firstly, the reliance on existing 

literature may have introduced biases inherent in the selection and interpretation of studies. Additionally, the exclusion of unpublished research and 

non-English language studies may have limited the scope of the review. Furthermore, the rapidly evolving nature of technology and digital behaviors 

means that some aspects of digital addiction may not have been fully captured. Finally, the generalizability of findings may be constrained by the 

predominance of studies from specific geographical regions or population groups. 

Scope of study 

 Longitudinal Research: Conduct longitudinal studies to track the progression of digital addiction over time and assess how it evolves with 

changing technology and societal norms. 

 Cultural Variations: Investigate cultural differences in digital addiction prevalence, patterns, and responses to intervention strategies to 

develop culturally sensitive approaches for prevention and treatment. 

 Effectiveness of Interventions: Evaluate the effectiveness of different intervention methods, including psychological therapies, educational 

programs, and technological solutions, in reducing digital addiction and improving well-being. 

 Neuroscientific Investigations: Utilize advanced neuroscientific techniques to understand the neural mechanisms underlying digital 

addiction and identify potential biomarkers for early detection and personalized interventions. 

 Interdisciplinary Approaches: Foster interdisciplinary collaborations between researchers, clinicians, educators, policymakers, and industry 

stakeholders to develop comprehensive strategies for addressing digital addiction from multiple perspectives. 
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