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ABSTRACT

In financial analysis and investment management, the influence of financial statements on investment decisions is an important topic of research. Investigating how
investors use financial statements to make well-informed investment decisions is the goal of this study. A company's financial health, performance, and liquidity
are all thoroughly outlined in its financial statements, which include the balance sheet, income statement, and cash flow statement. Through a review of these
records, investors can evaluate the profitability, operational effectiveness, and financial stability of a company.

In order to assess investment potential, the research looks at the particular financial measures and ratios that are obtained from these statements, such as debt-to-
equity (D/E) ratio, return on equity (ROE), price-to-earnings (P/E) ratio, and earnings per share (EPS). In order to ascertain the relationship between financial
statement analysis and investment decisions, the study combines both qualitative and quantitative approaches, such as surveys of individual and institutional
investors and an examination of historical financial data.

The results show that financial statements play a major role in investors' initial and continuous evaluation of their investments. For assessing profitability, the
income statement is especially important, and for comprehending financial stability and capital structure, the balance sheet is crucial. On the other hand, the cash
flow statement offers information on cash management and liquidity, which is essential for determining how long a business can continue to operate.
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1. INTRODUCTION

IMPACT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ON INVESTMENT DECISIONS

Financial statements provide investors with vital insights into a firm's performance, health, and future potential, profoundly impacting investment choices.
Key financial documents like income statements, balance sheets, and cash flow statements offer details on a company's operations, profitability, liquidity,
solvency, and growth outlook. Investors scrutinize these statements to assess the company's financial standing, review past performance, and project
future earnings and cash flows. Parameters such as revenue growth, profit margins, return on investment, debt levels, and cash flow generation help
investors evaluate the company's overall financial stability and growth prospects. Armed with this data, investors can make informed decisions based on
their investment objectives, risk tolerance, and expected returns, whether to buy, hold, or sell stocks or bonds. Financial statements also serve as the basis
for comparing performance with industry peers, identifying risks, and exploring new investment opportunities. Ultimately, the accuracy and transparency
of financial statements significantly influence investor trust and their willingness to invest capital, shaping their overall investment strategies.

INVESTMENT DECISIONS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Individuals and organizations make investment decisions on the distribution of their funds to maximize returns. These choices have a direct bearing on
an entity's financial performance and well-being, making them important in the field of financial management. Through meticulous evaluation of variables
including risk, potential return, liquidity, and time horizon, investors can maximize their investment portfolio to achieve their financial objectives.
Investing in stocks, bonds, real estate, or any other asset has ramifications for building wealth in the future, saving for retirement, and maintaining overall
financial stability. Thus, attaining long-term financial success and security requires making wise investment decisions.

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

. Improved Decision Making
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Investors have a better ability to make educated decisions when they are aware of how financial statements impact their investing decisions. Investors
can assess a company's financial standing, performance, and possible risks by examining its financial statements. These are all important considerations
when choosing where to invest.

. Risk Assessment

Investors can evaluate investment risks with the help of financial statements, which provide useful information. Investors can gain a better understanding
of the risks and rewards involved in investing in a particular company or asset by closely examining indicators such as profitability, liquidity, and solvency
found in financial statements.

. Optimal Capital Allocation

For both enterprises and investors, effective capital allocation is essential. Financial statements are used by investors to determine which assets have the
best prospective returns in relation to the risks involved. In the same way, companies use financial statements to efficiently allocate resources and give
top priority to investment projects that are most likely to generate profits.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Research exploring how financial statements impact investment decisions is highly significant within the finance and investment domain. It provides
valuable insights into the intricate relationship between financial information and investor behavior, benefiting both investors and companies.
Understanding this influence is vital for investors as it guides them in making informed decisions, helping to evaluate risks and potential returns for
various investment opportunities and empowering them to navigate complex financial landscapes confidently. Similarly, for companies, such research
illuminates the factors driving investor confidence and interest, enabling them to tailor their financial reporting practices to better meet investor
expectations, emphasizing the importance of transparency and accuracy in financial reporting. Ultimately, this study contributes to fostering a more
transparent, informed, and efficient financial market ecosystem.

THEORETICAL IMPLICATIONS

e  Gaining knowledge about how financial statements impact investment choices can provide investors with valuable insights into their
assessment of a company's performance and prospects.

e  Understanding the underlying elements that affect investors' decisions, such as profitability, liquidity, and solvency, is made easier by
theoretically examining this impact.

RECENT TRENDS IN MARKETING

The importance of sustainability reporting in financial statements has increased. When making investment decisions, investors are increasingly taking
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) aspects into account. Companies are therefore under pressure to provide more detailed information about
their sustainability policies, such as their supply chain ethics, diversity programs, and carbon footprint. Investors' demand for a more comprehensive
assessment of a company's performance that goes beyond conventional financial measures is reflected in this trend.

The analysis of financial statements using machine learning algorithms and artificial intelligence (Al) has increased dramatically. With the use of these
technologies, investors can process massive amounts of data quickly and gain insightful knowledge that helps them make better investment decisions.
Compared to conventional techniques, Al-driven analysis is more effective at spotting irregularities, revealing hidden patterns, and evaluating the
correctness of financial statements. Consequently, to obtain a competitive advantage in the market and make better investment decisions, investors are
depending more and more on Al-powered solutions.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

1. The study by Srinivasan and Narasimhan (2012) investigates the value relevance of consolidated financial statements in India, an emerging
market. Through their research, they explore how investors perceive the information presented in these statements and its impact on stock
prices. Using empirical analysis, the authors find that consolidated financial statements have significant value relevance for investors in the
Indian market. They demonstrate that investors consider these statements important in their decision-making processes, particularly when
evaluating the financial health and performance of companies operating in complex business environments. The findings contribute to
understanding the significance of consolidated financial reporting in emerging markets like India, highlighting its role in providing transparent
and reliable information to investors for making informed investment decisions.

2. The study by Shankaraiah and Amiri (2017) investigates the relationship between audit committee quality and financial reporting quality in
selected Indian companies. The research focuses on assessing the effectiveness of audit committees in enhancing the reliability and
transparency of financial reporting. Using a sample of Indian firms, the authors employ various measures of audit committee quality and
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financial reporting quality to analyze their correlation. The findings suggest a positive association between audit committee quality and
financial reporting quality, indicating that stronger and more independent audit committees tend to contribute to higher-quality financial
reporting. This study adds to the understanding of corporate governance mechanisms in India and underscores the importance of robust audit
committee oversight in maintaining the integrity of financial reporting practices.

3. The study by Patil and Bagodi (2021) explores the factors influencing investment decisions in India using the KANO model. Through a
comprehensive analysis, the authors identify various factors categorized into three distinct categories: basic, performance, and excitement.
They find that basic factors such as safety and returns are essential for investors, while performance factors like transparency and liquidity
enhance investment attractiveness. Additionally, excitement factors such as innovative financial products play a role in influencing investment
decisions. The research underscores the importance of understanding these factors to tailor investment strategies effectively in the Indian
market. By employing the KANO model, the study provides valuable insights into the nuanced preferences of investors and offers implications
for policymakers and financial institutions seeking to optimize investment offerings.

4.  The study by Mahalakshmi and Anuradha (2018) investigates the factors influencing investment decision-making and performance among
individual investors in India. Through empirical analysis, the researchers explore various aspects such as risk perception, financial literacy,
demographic factors, and psychological biases that impact investment decisions. They also examine how these factors affect investment
performance. The findings highlight the significance of factors like education, income level, and investment experience in shaping investors'
decisions and outcomes. Additionally, the study sheds light on the role of behavioral biases such as overconfidence and herd behavior in
influencing investment choices. Understanding these factors is crucial for both investors and policymakers to make informed decisions and
develop strategies to improve investment performance.

5. Holvoet's (2015) study investigates the impact of microfinance on decision-making agency in South India. Through qualitative research, it
explores how access to microfinance affects women's decision-making power within their households. The study finds that microfinance
programs empower women by enhancing their financial independence and confidence. Women who participate in microfinance programs
tend to have greater control over household resources and are more involved in making decisions related to family welfare and expenditures.
However, the extent of this empowerment varies based on factors such as social norms, program design, and individual characteristics.
Holvoet's research highlights the nuanced effects of microfinance on women's agency, emphasizing the importance of understanding local
contexts and the need for tailored interventions to maximize positive outcomes.

INDUSTRY PROFILE

The Chartered Accountant Act of 1949 says that a "C.A. Firm" is a business run by chartered accountants who work together. These firms are like
financial advisors who help people and companies with their money matters. They make sure everything follows the rules and laws. CA firms are known
for being really good at what they do. They're experts in finance, they act professionally, they know a lot about the technical side of things, and they
always behave ethically.

In a CA firm, you'll find chartered accountants who have gone through tough training and exams to get their professional license. They're well-equipped
to handle all sorts of financial problems. These firms help with things like taxes, budgets, and making sure everything is done the right way.

One cool thing about CA firms is that their qualifications are recognized all over the world. This means they can offer their services in other countries
too, helping even more people with their finances.

Overall, CA firms are trusted experts who guide others through tricky financial situations, making sure everything is done correctly and ethically. With
their international recognition, they can help people with their money matters no matter where they are.

4. RESEARCH DESIGN

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
. Many investors make poor decisions about their investments because they are unable to analyses the financial statements correctly.

. Companies have the ability to change financial statements to offer a more positive picture. Which makes it harder for investor to believe the
information given.

. Investors may find it difficult to make wise decisions about their investments if financial statements are too complicated particularly for these
without a strong financial experience.

. Investors may find it difficult to adequately compare financial statements due to variations in accounting standards and procures throughout
business and nations.

RESEARCH GAP

Since all of the empirical research are mostly rely on secondary data, there is a methodological gap between them. With the use of primary data gathered
from various investors for analysis, this study seeks to close this gap.
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HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY
Ho: Financial statement information has no influence on investment decisions.
H.. Financial statement information influence investment decisions.
Ho: There is no relationship between financial statement analysis techniques and investment decision.
Hi: There is a relationship between financial statement analysis techniques and investment decision.
Ho: There is no difference in investor’s decision when presented with different financial formats.
Hi: There is a difference in investor's decision when presented with different financial formats.
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
e  Toanalyze the investors assessment of financial statements.
e  Toanalyze crucial financial metrics that matters the most to investors in financial statement analysis.
e To understand how investors evaluate financial statements for investment decisions.
SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The study is based on 100 individuals whose responses were collected through the questionnaire method. The study mainly focuses on the challenges
faced by investors while making investment decisions and how financial statements impact while making investments.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND DATA COLLECTION

. Population — 100 respondents spread across Urban Bangalore City, Karnataka.

e  Target Audience — Users of Financial statements and investors in Urban Bangalore.

. Sample Size- 100

. Sampling Type — Simple random sampling

e  Methods of data collection —
. Primary data- By floating google forms which contains various questionnaires.
. Secondary data- various journals, books, research papers, websites.

. Instruments of Data Collection- Questionnaire.

A questionnaire is a tool used to gather primary data. One tool for collecting data from the study sample is a questionnaire. It can be sent in a number of
ways, including paper format, emails, online questionnaires and interviews. The questionnaire for this study was divided into two sections. The first
section comprises inquiries about the respondent’s demographic information such as, Gender, Occupation etc and multiple-choice questions are included
in the second section, Questions relating to degree of agreement with answers ranking from “Very important” to “not at all important”.

e  Data Analysis Technique

In this paper t- test were used to analyse the primary data gathered for the study.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
e Asthe study is on primary data biased results may arise from the participants by giving false responses.
e The amount of time allotted for the study may impact on number of participants or the level of analysis.

e  The study may not account for subjective elements that impact investor’s decisions, such as personal preferences, risk tolerance or non-
financial information.

. Due to the inherent risks associated with all investments, such as the potential for financial losses from market downturns, company failures,
or unanticipated events, risk management and diversification are crucial.

5 DATA PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

Ho: The financial statements do not play an important role in investment decisions.

Hi: The financial statements do not play an important role in investment decisions.
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Summary Statistics

Test Mean

Mean 4.65

Std Dev 0.5

Std Err Mean 0.05

Upper 95% Mean 4.7492108

Lower 95% Mean 4.5507892

N 100

N Missing 0
Hypothesized Value 4
Actual Estimate 4.65
DF 99
Std Dev 0.5

t Test

Test Statistic 13.0000
Prob > |t| <.0001*
Prob >t <.0001*
Prob <t 1.0000

34 36 38 40 42 44 46
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From the above analysis, we can observe that significance is less than 0.05 (i.e., <0.0001). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. So, we can say that

financial statements do play an important role in investment decision.

Ho: Revenue does not play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

H;: Revenue plays a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

Summary Statistics

Test Mean

6

Mean 261
Std Dev 1.3699148
Std Err Mean 0.1369915
Upper 95% Mean 2.8818208
Lower 95% Mean 2.3381792
N 100
N Missing 0
Hypothesized Value 2
Actual Estimate 2.61
DF 99
Std Dev 1.36991
t Test
Test Statistic 4.4528
Prob > [f| <.0001*
Prob >t <.0001*
Prob <t 1.0000
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14 16 18 20 22 24 26

From the above analysis, we can observe that significance is more than 0.05 (i.e., 1.0000). Therefore, we failed to reject the null hypothesis. So, we can
say that the revenue do not play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

Ho: Profit does not play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.
H.: Profit play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

Summary Statistics

Test Mean

Mean 2.92

Std Dev 1.4953125
Std Err Mean 0.1495313
Upper 95% Mean 3.2167024
Lower 95% Mean 2.6232976
N 100

N Missing 0

Hypothesized 2

Value

Actual Estimate 2.92
DF 99

Std Dev 1.49531

t Test
Test Statistic 6.1526
Prob > [t| <.0001*
Prob >t <.0001*
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Prob <t

1.0000

1.0

1.5 2.0

2.5
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From the above analysis, we can observe that significance is more than 0.05 (i.e., 1.0000). Therefore, we failed to reject the null hypothesis. So, we can

say that the Profit do not play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

Ho: Metrics do not play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.
Hi: Metrics play a significant role in the investment decision of the individuals.

Summary Statistics

Test Mean

6

Mean 251

Std Dev 1.1763237

Std Err Mean 0.1176324

Upper 95% Mean 2.7434081

Lower 95% Mean 2.2765919

N 100

N Missing 0
Hypothesized Value 2
Actual Estimate 251
DF 99
Std Dev 1.17632

t Test

Test Statistic 4.3355
Prob > [t| <.0001*
Prob >t <.0001*
Prob <t 1.0000

From the above analysis, we can observe that significance is more than 0.05 (i.e., 1.0000). Therefore, we failed to reject the null hypothesis. So, we can
say that the following metrics do not significant role in the investment decision of the individuals
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6. FINDINGS
e When making investment decisions, investors closely examine the accuracy of financial statements. They are more willing to invest if they
think the figures are trustworthy.

e  Financial reports that consistently demonstrate growth and profitability draw in more capital. Companies with consistent great financial
performance are sought after by investors.

e  The amount of debt and risk shown in the financial statements is another factor that investors consider. Investing may be discouraged by
excessive debt or risky financial situations.

7. RECOMMENDATIONS

. Apart from the balance sheet and profit and loss account, the chairman’s statement, the value-added statement, the cashflow statement, the
report of auditor’s, the report of directors, and the five-year financial summary are all included in publicly available annual reports of banks
and should all be thoroughly investigated before making any investment decisions.

e  To give investors the most recent information on the health and performance of your finances, encourage more frequent financial reporting
(e.g quarterly updates)

o  Financial statement’s trust can be raised by having regular external audit performed by reliable companies.

e  Enhance internal control to guard against fraud, mistakes and maintain the accuracy of financial reporting.

8. CONCLUSION

Thorough and accurate financial reports are crucial for influencing investors' judgments and actions, according to a study on how financial statements
effect investment decisions. Investors rely heavily on financial statistics, such as income, cash flow, and balance sheets, to assess the stability, profitability,
and potential for growth of companies. It may be concluded from the findings that well-crafted financial statements promote openness, reduce information
asymmetry, and boost investor confidence—all of which lead to more deliberate and analytical investment choices. However, a lack of reliable financial
information or the inclusion of false claims may result in poor investment choices, increased risk, and potential financial losses. The study highlights the
need for regulatory frameworks and standards to guarantee the reliability of financial reporting.

The study highlights the need of accounting standards and regulatory frameworks in ensuring the reliability of financial reporting. Additionally, it
highlights the significance of finance.

9. APPENDIX

Which if the following metrics do you consider when making an investment decision? (Please rate the reason for your answer with 1 being the least
considered factor and 5 being the most considered factor)

Metrics 1 2 3 4 5

Revenue

Profit

Return on investment

Liquidity ratios

Debt-equity ratios

Price-Earnings ratios

Cashflows

Dividend yield

Earnings per share

Other metrics

Which if the following qualitative factors influence you when making an investment decision? (Please rate the reason for your answer with scale given
below)
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L Extremely Very Moderately Slightly .
Qualitative Factor . . . . Not Influential
Influential Influential Influential Influential

Brand Reputation

Management

Corporate Governance

Company culture

Workplace Environment

Competitors

ESG performance

Geo-political factors

Technological advancements
in company

Legal Compliances

Macro-economic factors
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