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ABSTRACT: 

This comprehensive discussion delves into the complex landscape of social, economic, and political justice in India, examining achievements, challenges, and 

potential avenues for progress. It scrutinizes the persistent issues of caste-based discrimination, underscores the imperative of empowering marginalized 

communities, and underscores the urgent need to mitigate income and wealth disparities. Furthermore, it emphasizes the critical importance of expanding access 

to essential services and fortifying democratic institutions to foster political participation and safeguard civil liberties. Through a holistic approach that prioritizes 

inclusivity and equity, India can continue its journey towards a more just and equitable society for all citizens.  
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Introduction : 

Justice is the concept of fairness and impartiality in the treatment of individuals and the resolution of disputes. It involves ensuring that everyone is 

treated equitably, according to the law and moral principles, and that wrongs are rectified. Justice is like a balanced scale, where each person's rights 

and responsibilities are carefully weighed and considered. It's about ensuring that everyone has equal access to opportunities and resources, regardless 

of their background or circumstances. It's also about holding individuals and institutions accountable for their actions and decisions, ensuring that they 

align with ethical standards and the rule of law. Ultimately, justice seeks to create a society where all individuals are treated fairly and where everyone 

has the opportunity to thrive.  

Here are a few definitions of justice from jurists: 

1. "Justice consists in rendering to every man his due." - Aristotle 

2. "Justice is the constant and perpetual will to allot to every man his due." - Justinian I, Roman Emperor 

3. "Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as truth is of systems of thought." - John Rawls 

4. "Justice is the means by which established injustices are sanctioned." - Anatole France 

These definitions highlight the various perspectives on justice, ranging from its moral and ethical foundations to its role in rectifying injustices within 

society. 

Imagine a vast tapestry woven with threads of fairness, equality, and accountability. Justice is the intricate pattern formed when these threads intersect, 

creating a fabric that upholds the rights and dignity of every individual. It's like a guiding light, illuminating the path towards a society where everyone 

is treated with respect, where wrongs are righted, and where the law serves as a shield against oppression. Justice is not just a concept; it's a living 

principle that shapes our laws, institutions, and collective conscience, striving to create a world where fairness and equity prevail. 

John Rawls and Justice: 

John Rawls, a prominent political philosopher, is widely known for his theory of justice as fairness. In his seminal work "A Theory of Justice," Rawls 

proposes a thought experiment called the original position. He asks individuals to imagine themselves behind a veil of ignorance, unaware of their own 

characteristics such as race, gender, wealth, or social status. From this position of impartiality, individuals would design principles of justice to govern 

society. 

Rawls argues that rational individuals in this original position would choose two principles of justice: 

1. The principle of equal basic liberties: This principle ensures that each person has the most extensive set of basic liberties compatible with 

similar liberties for others. 

2. The difference principle: This principle allows social and economic inequalities as long as they benefit the least advantaged members of 

society. Rawls suggests that such inequalities are acceptable only if they improve the position of the least well-off individuals. 

Rawls's concept of justice as fairness emphasizes fairness, equality, and the prioritization of the needs of the most disadvantaged members of society. 

His theory has been influential in political philosophy and has shaped discussions on distributive justice and social contract theory. 
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Indian Concept  

"Nyaya" is a school of Hindu philosophy that focuses on logic, reasoning, and epistemology (theory of knowledge). The term "Nyaya" itself translates 

to "justice" or "righteousness," and the Nyaya school seeks to establish principles of right reasoning and understanding. Nyaya philosophy is based on 

the Nyaya Sutras, which were composed by the sage Gautama. These sutras provide a systematic framework for understanding reality, knowledge, and 

the means of acquiring knowledge through perception, inference, comparison, and testimony. 

Key concepts in Nyaya philosophy include: 

1. Pratyaksha (Perception): Direct perception is considered a valid and reliable source of knowledge in Nyaya. It forms the basis for 

understanding the external world. 

2. Anumana (Inference): Inference is another important means of knowledge acquisition. Nyaya distinguishes between different types of 

inference and provides guidelines for valid inference. 

3. Upamana (Comparison): Comparison or analogy is used to understand new or unfamiliar objects or concepts by comparing them to familiar 

ones. 

4. Sabda (Testimony): Testimony or verbal communication is considered a valid source of knowledge when it comes from a reliable source. 

Overall, Nyaya philosophy emphasizes the importance of clear and rigorous reasoning in the pursuit of truth and understanding. 

Kinds of Justice 

In jurisprudence, there are various kinds or branches of justice that are studied and discussed. Some of the key types of justice include: 

1. Distributive Justice: This type of justice concerns the fair distribution of resources, opportunities, rights, and responsibilities within a 

society. It aims to ensure that individuals receive what they are due based on their needs, merits, or contributions. 

2. Retributive Justice: Retributive justice focuses on the punishment of wrongdoing or the correction of injustices. It involves determining 

appropriate penalties or consequences for violations of laws or ethical norms, with the aim of restoring balance and fairness. 

3. Procedural Justice: Procedural justice pertains to the fairness and transparency of the legal and judicial processes. It ensures that individuals 

are treated impartially and have access to a fair trial, due process, and legal representation. 

4. Restorative Justice: Restorative justice emphasizes repairing the harm caused by crimes or conflicts through reconciliation, restitution, and 

rehabilitation. It seeks to involve all affected parties in finding solutions that address the root causes of the harm and promote healing and 

community rebuilding. 

5. Social Justice: Social justice addresses systemic inequalities and injustices within society, such as those related to race, gender, class, and 

other forms of discrimination. It aims to create a more equitable and inclusive society by challenging and transforming unjust structures and 

practices. 

These are just a few examples of the different kinds of justice explored in jurisprudence, each with its own principles, theories, and implications for 

legal and moral reasoning. 

Justice and Judgment 

Justice and judgment are closely related concepts but have distinct meanings in the realm of jurisprudence and moral philosophy: 

1. Justice: Justice refers to the quality of being fair, impartial, and equitable in the treatment of individuals and the resolution of disputes. It 

involves upholding moral principles, legal standards, and societal norms to ensure that everyone receives what they are due and that wrongs 

are rectified. Justice often entails the application of laws, ethical principles, and social norms to achieve fairness and balance in society. 

2. Judgment: Judgment, on the other hand, refers to the act of forming an opinion, assessment, or decision about a person, situation, or action 

based on available evidence, reasoning, or personal beliefs. In legal contexts, judgment can refer to the decision rendered by a judge or jury 

in a court of law. It involves evaluating the facts of a case, interpreting applicable laws, and applying legal principles to reach a conclusion. 

While justice is the overarching principle that guides decisions and actions toward fairness and equity, judgment is the specific act of evaluating 

evidence and making decisions based on legal or moral criteria. In legal proceedings, sound judgment is essential for ensuring that justice is served, but 

it is not always guaranteed, as biases, errors, or subjective interpretations can influence the judgment process. 

Justice under Constitution of India 

Under the Constitution of India, justice is a fundamental principle that is enshrined in various provisions and institutions. The preamble of the 

Constitution declares that India is a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic committed to securing justice, among other ideals. 

Here are some key aspects of justice under the Constitution of India: 

1. Social Justice: The Constitution emphasizes the importance of social justice and the welfare of all citizens. It mandates the state to promote 

social, economic, and political justice and to ensure equality of status and opportunity for all individuals. 

2. Equality before Law: Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal protection of the laws to all persons within 

the territory of India. This principle prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. 

3. Right to Equality: Articles 15 and 16 ensure the right to equality by prohibiting discrimination in access to public places, employment, and 

opportunities based on certain grounds such as religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. 
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4. Right to Constitutional Remedies: Article 32 of the Constitution provides for the right to move the Supreme Court for the enforcement of 

fundamental rights, ensuring that individuals have access to judicial remedies to protect their rights and seek justice. 

5. Independent Judiciary: The Constitution establishes an independent judiciary as one of the pillars of democracy. The judiciary is empowered 

to interpret the Constitution, safeguard fundamental rights, and ensure justice through its judgments and decisions. 

6. Directive Principles of State Policy: The Constitution contains Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) that guide the state in the 

formulation of laws and policies. These principles include promoting social justice, reducing inequalities, and ensuring the welfare of all 

citizens. 

Overall, the Constitution of India is committed to upholding justice in all its dimensions – social, economic, and political – and provides a framework 

for achieving these ideals through its provisions and institutions. 

Social Justice 

Social justice refers to the fair and equitable distribution of resources, opportunities, and rights within a society, with a focus on addressing systemic 

inequalities and promoting the welfare of all individuals, especially those who are marginalized or disadvantaged.  

Key principles of social justice include: 

1. Equality: Ensuring that all individuals have equal opportunities and access to resources, regardless of their background, identity, or 

circumstances. 

2. Equity: Recognizing that different individuals or groups may require different levels of support to achieve equal outcomes, and adjusting 

policies and practices accordingly to address systemic barriers. 

3. Inclusion: Creating inclusive spaces and institutions that value diversity, promote participation, and respect the dignity and rights of all 

individuals, regardless of their differences. 

4. Solidarity: Fostering a sense of solidarity and collective responsibility for addressing social injustices and working towards a more just and 

equitable society. 

Social justice encompasses various dimensions, including economic justice (fair distribution of wealth and resources), distributive justice (fair 

allocation of opportunities and benefits), and procedural justice (fairness in decision-making processes and institutions). It often involves advocating for 

policy changes, challenging discriminatory practices, and promoting awareness and understanding of social inequalities and injustices. 

Political Justice 

Political justice refers to the fair and equitable distribution of political power and the administration of laws within a society. It encompasses the 

principles of fairness, accountability, transparency, and adherence to the rule of law in political processes and institutions. 

Key aspects of political justice include: 

1. Democratic Governance: Political justice is closely linked to the principles of democracy, where political power is derived from the consent 

of the governed. In democratic societies, citizens have the right to participate in political processes, including voting, running for office, and 

engaging in political activism. 

2. Rule of Law: Political justice requires that laws are applied impartially and consistently, without discrimination or favoritism. It entails 

adherence to legal norms and principles, protection of individual rights, and accountability of government officials and institutions to the 

law. 

3. Equality of Political Rights: Political justice ensures that all individuals have equal opportunities to participate in the political process and to 

exercise their political rights, regardless of their background, identity, or status. This includes rights such as freedom of speech, assembly, 

and association. 

4. Accountability and Transparency: Political justice demands transparency in government actions and decision-making processes, as well as 

mechanisms for holding government officials accountable for their actions. This may involve oversight by independent institutions, freedom 

of information laws, and mechanisms for redressal of grievances. 

5. Protection of Minority Rights: Political justice includes the protection of minority rights and the prevention of discrimination or 

marginalization based on factors such as race, ethnicity, religion, or political affiliation. It ensures that all voices are heard and represented 

in the political process. 

Overall, political justice is essential for the functioning of democratic societies, as it ensures that political power is exercised in accordance with 

principles of fairness, accountability, and respect for individual rights. It forms the foundation of a just and equitable political system. 

Economic Justice 

Economic justice refers to the fair and equitable distribution of wealth, resources, and opportunities within a society. It involves ensuring that all 

individuals have access to the basic necessities of life, such as food, shelter, healthcare, education, and employment, regardless of their socioeconomic 

status or background. 

Key principles of economic justice include: 

1. Distribution of Wealth: Economic justice calls for a fair distribution of wealth and resources to ensure that everyone has the means to meet 

their basic needs and live with dignity. This may involve policies such as progressive taxation, social welfare programs, and equitable access 

to economic opportunities. 
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2. Poverty Alleviation: Economic justice aims to alleviate poverty and reduce economic inequalities by addressing the root causes of poverty, 

such as lack of access to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. It seeks to create pathways out of poverty through policies 

that promote economic empowerment and social mobility. 

3. Labor Rights: Economic justice includes the protection of labor rights and fair treatment of workers, such as fair wages, safe working 

conditions, and the right to organize and bargain collectively. It seeks to ensure that all individuals have the opportunity to earn a living 

wage and participate meaningfully in the economy. 

4. Social Safety Nets: Economic justice advocates for the establishment of social safety nets and welfare programs to provide assistance to 

those who are unable to meet their basic needs due to unemployment, disability, or other circumstances. These programs help to prevent 

poverty and ensure a basic standard of living for all members of society. 

5. Access to Education and Healthcare: Economic justice involves ensuring equitable access to education and healthcare, which are essential 

for economic opportunity and social mobility. It seeks to eliminate barriers to access, such as cost, location, or discrimination, and promote 

universal access to quality education and healthcare services. 

Overall, economic justice is essential for promoting social stability, reducing inequality, and ensuring that all individuals have the opportunity to thrive 

and contribute to society. It requires a commitment to fairness, solidarity, and collective action to address economic disparities and create a more just 

and equitable society. 

Role of Constitution in achieving Social Poltical and Economic Justice in India 

The Constitution of India plays a pivotal role in promoting social, political, and economic justice in the country. It serves as a guiding document that 

enshrines the values of equality, liberty, and justice and provides a framework for achieving these ideals through its provisions and institutions. Here's 

how the Constitution contributes to achieving justice in these three domains: 

1. Social Justice: 

 The Constitution includes provisions aimed at promoting social justice and equality, such as Article 15, which prohibits discrimination on 

grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. 

 It mandates the state to promote the welfare of all citizens and ensure social, economic, and political justice, as articulated in the Directive 

Principles of State Policy (Part IV of the Constitution). 

 The Constitution empowers the state to enact laws and implement policies that address social inequalities and uplift marginalized 

communities, such as affirmative action programs for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes. 

2. Political Justice: 

 The Constitution establishes a democratic political system with principles of representative government, free and fair elections, and 

separation of powers. It ensures that political power is derived from the people and exercised in accordance with the rule of law. 

 It guarantees fundamental rights, including the right to freedom of speech and expression, the right to vote, and the right to participate in 

political processes, thereby ensuring political participation and empowerment of citizens. 

 The Constitution creates independent institutions such as the Election Commission, the Judiciary, and various statutory bodies to safeguard 

the democratic process, ensure accountability, and protect the rights of citizens. 

3. Economic Justice: 

 The Constitution includes provisions aimed at promoting economic justice, such as Article 39, which directs the state to ensure that the 

ownership and control of material resources are distributed to serve the common good. 

 It mandates the state to take steps to eliminate inequalities in income, status, and opportunities and to promote equitable distribution of 

wealth and resources. 

 The Constitution empowers the state to enact laws and policies to regulate the economy, protect workers' rights, and promote social welfare 

through measures such as land reforms, labor laws, and social security programs. 

Overall, the Constitution of India serves as a foundational document that guides the nation towards achieving social, political, and economic justice by 

providing a legal framework, protecting fundamental rights, and empowering the state to enact laws and policies that promote justice and equality for 

all citizens. 

Here are ten leading case laws related to social, political, and economic justice in India: 

1. Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973): Established the doctrine of the basic structure of the Constitution, protecting fundamental 

rights and principles like democracy, secularism, and social justice from being amended. 

2. Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992):Set guidelines for reservation policies, particularly in education and public employment, to uplift 

socially and educationally backward classes, while introducing the concept of the "creamy layer." 

3. Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978):  Expanded the scope of Article 21, interpreting the right to life and personal liberty to include the 

right to live with dignity and imposed limitations on the state's power to deprive individuals of their liberty. 

4. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997): Laid down guidelines to prevent sexual harassment of women in the workplace, recognizing it as a 

violation of fundamental rights, including gender equality and the right to life and dignity. 

5. Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation (1985): Addressed the right to livelihood under Article 21, asserting that the right to life 

encompasses the right to earn a livelihood, and the state cannot deprive individuals of their livelihood without due process of law. 

6. M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (1987): Popularly known as the "Oleum gas leak case," this judgment highlighted the state's duty to protect 

citizens' right to life and a clean environment, emphasizing the principle of strict liability for industries causing environmental harm. 

7. Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka (1992): Recognized the right to education as part of the right to life under Article 21, emphasizing the 

state's obligation to provide free education to children up to the age of fourteen. 
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8. Narmada Bachao Andolan v. Union of India (2000): Addressed issues related to the displacement of people due to large-scale development 

projects like dams, highlighting the importance of protecting the rights of affected communities and ensuring their rehabilitation and 

resettlement. 

9. Asha Ranjan v. State of Bihar (2017): Established the principle of state accountability and compensation for victims of custodial violence, 

emphasizing the state's duty to protect citizens from violations of their fundamental rights. 

10. Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018): Decriminalized consensual homosexual acts between adults, affirming the rights to equality, 

dignity, and freedom of expression for LGBTQ+ individuals and challenging discriminatory laws based on sexual orientation. 

1. These cases represent significant milestones in the Indian judiciary's efforts to uphold social, political, and economic justice and protect the 

fundamental rights of citizens. 

What more remains to be done to ensure social, economic and political justice in India? 

While significant progress has been made in India towards achieving social, economic, and political justice, several challenges and areas for 

improvement remain. Here are some key aspects that could further enhance justice in these domains: 

In the realm of social justice, efforts are ongoing to address caste-based discrimination, despite existing affirmative action policies. Continued action is 

needed to combat prejudice and ensure equal opportunities for all caste groups. Additionally, initiatives are necessary to empower marginalized 

communities, such as Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, and religious minorities, by providing access to education, 

healthcare, employment, and political representation. Gender inequality remains a challenge, with disparities persisting in education, employment, and 

political participation. Promoting gender equality requires eliminating discrimination, addressing violence against women, and challenging socio-

cultural norms that perpetuate gender stereotypes. 

Economic justice in India faces challenges such as significant income and wealth disparities, necessitating policies for wealth redistribution, inclusive 

growth, and socio-economic mobility. Access to basic services like education, healthcare, sanitation, and clean water is lacking for many marginalized 

communities, emphasizing the importance of universal access, especially in rural areas. Sustainable development is crucial, requiring economic growth 

that is environmentally sustainable and socially inclusive, considering the needs of future generations and vulnerable communities. 

Political justice in India hinges on strengthening democratic institutions, such as the judiciary, electoral system, and local governance structures, to 

ensure transparency, accountability, and integrity. Promoting political participation and representation, especially among marginalized groups, requires 

measures like electoral reforms and empowerment of grassroots organizations. Upholding civil liberties, including freedom of speech and association, 

is crucial for maintaining a vibrant and inclusive democracy, safeguarding individuals from arbitrary state actions or censorship.Curbing the escalating 

influence of wealth and muscle power in political affairs poses a significant hurdle. 

Overall, achieving social, economic, and political justice in India requires a multi-faceted approach that addresses structural inequalities, empowers 

marginalized communities, promotes inclusive development, and strengthens democratic institutions and processes. It also requires sustained 

commitment from government, civil society, and the private sector to address systemic challenges and uphold the principles of justice and equality for 

all citizens. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the pursuit of social, economic, and political justice in India is a multifaceted endeavor that requires concerted efforts from various 

stakeholders, including the government, civil society, and the private sector. While significant progress has been made in advancing justice in these 

domains, challenges and areas for improvement remain. 

In the realm of social justice, addressing caste-based discrimination, empowering marginalized communities, and combating gender inequality are 

critical priorities. Economic justice necessitates efforts to reduce income and wealth inequality, enhance access to basic services, and promote 

sustainable development. Political justice requires strengthening democratic institutions, promoting political participation and representation, and 

protecting civil liberties. 

Overall, achieving justice in India requires a comprehensive and inclusive approach that addresses systemic inequalities, upholds fundamental rights 

and freedoms, and promotes inclusive development for all citizens. By working together and upholding the principles of justice, equality, and dignity, 

India can continue to progress towards a more just, equitable, and inclusive society for all. 
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