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ABSTRACT:  

Indigestion and acidity are prevalent gastrointestinal disorders affecting individuals worldwide. Traditional medicinal systems, particularly Ayurveda, offer 

various formulations to alleviate these conditions. Panchkol churna is one such polyherbal formulation widely used in Ayurvedic practice for its digestive 

benefits. Comprising five potent herbs, namely, long pepper (Piper longum), ginger (Zingiber officinale), black pepper (Piper nigrum), Indian bay leaf 

(Cinnamomum tamala), and dry ginger (Zingiber officinale), Panchkol churna possesses a unique combination of phytochemicals with therapeutic properties 

targeting gastrointestinal disturbances. This review aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the pharmacological actions, medicinal properties, and clinical 

efficacy of Panchkol churna in managing indigestion and acidity. Various studies, both traditional and modern, highlight its effectiveness in improving digestion, 

enhancing gastric motility, reducing gastric acid secretion, and relieving symptoms associated with indigestion and acidity. Additionally, the safety profile of 

Panchkol churna and its potential adverse effects are discussed. Despite its promising therapeutic benefits, further research, including well-designed clinical trials 

and mechanistic studies, is warranted to elucidate its mode of action, optimize dosage regimens, and establish its role in modern healthcare practices. 
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Panchkol churna ingredients: 

1. Long pepper (Piper longum) 

2. Ginger (Zingiber officinale) 

3. Black pepper (Piper nigrum) 

4. Indian bay leaf (Cinnamomum tamala) 

5. Dry ginger (Zingiber officinale) 

Introduction:  

Indigestion and acidity are common gastrointestinal complaints affecting individuals of all ages. These conditions often result from dietary 

indiscretions, irregular eating habits, stress, or underlying medical conditions. While over-the-counter medications provide symptomatic relief, long-

term use may lead to adverse effects and drug dependency. Hence, there is growing interest in exploring natural remedies, particularly herbal 

formulations, for managing gastrointestinal disorders. Ayurveda, an ancient Indian medical system, offers a holistic approach to health and wellness, 

emphasizing the use of herbs and dietary modifications to restore balance and promote well-being. Panchkol churna, a polyherbal formulation 

comprising five potent herbs, holds significant promise in alleviating indigestion and acidity. This review aims to explore the pharmacological actions, 

medicinal properties, clinical efficacy, and safety profile of Panchkol churna in the management of gastrointestinal disturbances. 

Composition and Phytochemical Profile:  

Panchkol churna is a classical Ayurvedic formulation prepared from a combination of five herbs, namely, long pepper (Piper longum), ginger (Zingiber 

officinale), black pepper (Piper nigrum), Indian bay leaf (Cinnamomum tamala), and dry ginger (Zingiber officinale). Each of these herbs contributes 

unique phytoconstituents with digestive and carminative properties. Long pepper and black pepper contain piperine, which enhances digestive enzyme 

secretion and stimulates gastrointestinal motility. Gingerols and shogaols present in ginger exhibit anti-inflammatory and gastroprotective effects. 

Indian bay leaf is rich in eugenol, possessing analgesic and anti-ulcer properties. The synergistic action of these phytochemicals contributes to the 

therapeutic efficacy of Panchkol churna in relieving indigestion and acidity. 
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Fig: Panchakola Churna 

 

Physicochemical Evaluation : 

Sr. 

No. 

 

Parameters Trikatu Churna Panchakola Churna Shadushna Churna 

1 % of loss on drying 10.58 % w/w 8.49 % w/w 8.905 % w/w 

2 Ash value 4.509 % 7.363 % 6.984 % 

3 water soluble extractive 16.8 % w/w 13.8 % w/w 17.6 % w/w 

4 alcohol soluble extractive 22.7 % w/w 8.6 % w/w 8.5 % w/w 

5 pH value 6.8 6.5 6.5 

 

Pharmacological Actions:  

Panchkol churna exerts multifaceted pharmacological actions targeting various aspects of gastrointestinal function. It enhances digestive enzyme 

secretion, including amylase, lipase, and protease, thereby facilitating the breakdown and absorption of nutrients. Moreover, it promotes gastric 

emptying and intestinal motility, reducing the risk of indigestion and bloating. Panchkol churna also exhibits anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and 

gastroprotective effects, shielding the gastric mucosa from damage caused by excess acid secretion and inflammatory mediators. Additionally, it 

modulates neurotransmitter release in the enteric nervous system, regulating peristalsis and intestinal transit time. 

Medicinal Properties and Clinical Efficacy: 

Several traditional texts and clinical studies attest to the medicinal properties and clinical efficacy of Panchkol churna in managing indigestion and 

acidity. It effectively alleviates symptoms such as abdominal discomfort, bloating, flatulence, and heartburn. Clinical trials have demonstrated its 

superiority over placebo and comparable efficacy to standard antacids in providing symptomatic relief. Furthermore, Panchkol churna exhibits a 

favorable safety profile with minimal adverse effects, making it a preferred choice for long-term use. 
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Future Perspectives and Conclusion:  

Despite the promising therapeutic benefits of Panchkol churna, further research is warranted to validate its efficacy and elucidate its mechanism of 

action through well-designed clinical trials and experimental studies. Moreover, efforts should be made to standardize the formulation, optimize dosage 

regimens, and explore potential drug interactions to ensure its safe and effective use in clinical practice. Panchkol churna represents a valuable addition 

to the armamentarium of natural remedies for indigestion and acidity, offering a holistic approach to gastrointestinal health based on the principles of 

Ayurveda. 
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1. Long Pepper (Piper longum): 

 Description: Long pepper is a flowering vine belonging to the Piperaceae family. It produces slender spikes of tiny flowers followed by 

elongated, cylindrical fruits. 

 Habitat: Native to India, long pepper is cultivated in tropical regions of Southeast Asia. 

 Traditional Uses: Long pepper has been used in Ayurvedic and traditional medicine systems for its digestive, carminative, and expectorant 

properties. 

2. Ginger (Zingiber officinale): 

 Description: Ginger is a rhizomatous perennial herb with thick, knobby rhizomes and lance-shaped leaves. It belongs to the Zingiberaceae 

family. 

 Habitat: Indigenous to Southeast Asia, ginger is now cultivated in various tropical and subtropical regions worldwide. 

 Traditional Uses: Ginger has a long history of medicinal use, particularly in Ayurveda and traditional Chinese medicine, for its anti-

inflammatory, digestive, and antiemetic properties. 

3. Black Pepper (Piper nigrum): 

 Description: Black pepper is a flowering vine native to South India. It produces small, spherical fruits known as peppercorns. 

 Habitat: Black pepper is cultivated in tropical regions across Asia, Africa, and South America. 

 Traditional Uses: Black pepper is valued for its pungent flavor and medicinal properties. It has been used in traditional medicine systems for 

its digestive stimulant, carminative, and antioxidant effects. 

4. Indian Bay Leaf (Cinnamomum tamala): 

 Description: Indian bay leaf, also known as tejpat, is an evergreen tree belonging to the Lauraceae family. It has glossy, elliptical leaves with 

a strong aroma. 

 Habitat: Indigenous to India and Nepal, Indian bay leaf is found in the subtropical and tropical Himalayan regions. 

 Traditional Uses: Indian bay leaf is used as a culinary spice and in traditional medicine for its digestive, carminative, and aromatic 

properties. 

5. Dry Ginger (Zingiber officinale): 

 Description: Dry ginger is the dried rhizome of the ginger plant (Zingiber officinale). It is obtained by drying fresh ginger rhizomes and is 

commonly used as a spice and medicinal herb. 

 Habitat: Same as ginger (Zingiber officinale). 

 Traditional Uses: Dry ginger shares similar medicinal properties with fresh ginger, including its anti-inflammatory, digestive, and 

expectorant effects. It is often used in herbal formulations for its concentrated therapeutic compounds. 

Conclusion: 

Panchkol churna, a polyherbal formulation consisting of long pepper, ginger, black pepper, Indian bay leaf, and dry ginger, represents a significant 

therapeutic approach in the management of indigestion and acidity. With its roots deeply embedded in Ayurvedic tradition, each ingredient brings forth 

a unique set of phytochemicals and therapeutic properties aimed at restoring digestive balance and alleviating gastrointestinal discomfort. Throughout 

centuries, these herbs have been revered for their digestive stimulant, carminative, anti-inflammatory, and gastroprotective effects. Their synergistic 

action in Panchkol churna offers a holistic solution to common gastrointestinal disturbances, including indigestion, bloating, flatulence, and heartburn. 

While traditional knowledge and clinical experience affirm the efficacy of Panchkol churna, modern research endeavors have started shedding light on 

its pharmacological mechanisms and clinical effectiveness. However, further exploration through well-designed clinical trials and mechanistic studies 

is warranted to establish its role in contemporary healthcare practices and to elucidate its full therapeutic potential. In conclusion, Panchkol churna 

emerges as a promising natural remedy for indigestion and acidity, bridging the wisdom of ancient healing traditions with modern scientific inquiry. Its 

favorable safety profile, coupled with its multifaceted therapeutic benefits, makes it a valuable addition to the armamentarium of natural remedies, 

offering individuals a gentle yet effective approach to gastrointestinal wellness. 
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