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ABSTRACT:

This paper explores the complex connection between social networking sites and young people' mental health, a subject that is becoming increasingly important in
the digital era. Social networks like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, and others have ingrained themselves into the lives of millions of young adults globally
during the past 20 years. While these platforms provide possibilities for social connection, self-expression, and engagement, they also raise concerns about how

they could affect people's emotional health, sense of self- worth, interpersonal relationships, and general quality of life.

This paper provides a thorough examination of how social networks affect young people' well-being by drawing on a wide range of research studies and academic
sources. According to the research, social networks have a dual character, with some good features including a sense of community, the ability to maintain
friendships, and chances for self-affirmation. However, overuse and the curated style of online profiles can have unfavorable effects including increased social

comparison, anxiety, and loneliness.

Additionally, the continual exposure to idealized depictions of people's lives and bodies on social media platforms can lead to body insecurities and the prevalent
"Fear of Missing Out" (FOMO) phenomena, which promotes feelings of inadequacy. This study emphasizes how crucial it is to comprehend these dynamics in

order to encourage a harmonious and healthy interaction between young adults and social media.
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INTRODUCTION

The quick development of social networking sites over the last 20 years has changed how young adults engage, communicate, and traverse their
environment. Numerous social media sites, such as Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, Facebook, and others, have become indispensable in the lives of millions
of young adults throughout the globe. Although they present a plethora of advantages for connectivity and information exchange, they also give rise to
concerns regarding their influence on the welfare of this particular group.

Researchers, psychologists, and sociologists have all paid close attention to the relationship between young people' well-being and social networks.
Concerns over these platforms' possible implications on mental health, self-esteem, social interactions, and general quality of life are developing as their

use increases.

This introduction aims to give an informative look at the complex and varied topic of the influence of social networks on the well-being of young adults.
We hope to uncover the multiple effects that social networks can have on the mental and emotional health of young people by examining important
aspects of this complicated interaction. We will use a wide range of research articles and academic sources to back up our claims, utilizing a multitude of
scholarly viewpoints to provide a nuanced picture of the relationship between social networks and the well-being of the younger age.

Social networks have become an integral part of the lives of young adults, profoundly influencing their overall well-being. This essay explores the
multifaceted effects of social networks on the well-being of young adults, drawing on a range of scholarly sources to support these claims.

Social networks provide young adults with opportunities for social interaction, connection, and self-expression. These platforms offer a sense of belonging
and facilitate the maintenance of friendships, contributing positively to one's emotional well-being (Kross et al., 2013). However, the extent of social
media use can also have detrimental effects. It is argued that excessive time spent on social networks is linked to increased feelings of loneliness, anxiety,
and depression among young adults (Twenge & Campbell, 2018).

The influence of social networks on self-esteem is another critical aspect to consider. It was suggested that the curated nature of social media profiles can
lead to social comparison and negatively impact self-esteem (Vannucci & McCauley Ohannessian, 2019). On the other hand, positive interactions and
feedback on these platforms can bolster self-worth and confidence (E. A. Vogel et al., 2015).
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Furthermore, the constant exposure to idealized images and lifestyles on social networks can contribute to body dissatisfaction and mental health issues,
particularly among young adults (Perloff, 2014). The phenomenon of "FOMOQ" (Fear of Missing Out) is also widely discussed, as young adults may
experience anxiety and a sense of inadequacy when comparing their lives to the seemingly perfect lives of others on social media (Przybylski et al., 2013).

Given the ongoing interest in the effects of social networks on young people' well-being, it is imperative to investigate particular aspects of this intricate
relationship in greater detail. The influence of social networks on the caliber of young adults' social connections is one important factor. While social
media sites like Facebook and Instagram present never-before- seen possibilities for connection, it was discovered that overuse of these platforms may
lead to a perception of a decline in in-person social contacts, which could have an impact on the sincerity and depth of relationships (Primack et al., 2017).

Furthermore, regular exposure to highly selected social media information promotes the concept of the "digital self" - an idealized online identity that
may differ from one's real self (Manago et al., 2015). This discrepancy between the digital and real selves might contribute to identity-related stress and
have consequences for overall psychological well-being.

Another critical aspect to consider is the interplay between social networks and academic performance. While these platforms offer avenues for
information sharing and collaborative learning. Studies suggest that excessive use of social media may be correlated with lower academic achievement
and increased procrastination among young adults (Junco, 2015). In addition, A study indicates that the prevalence of cyberbullying, which is made
possible by social networks, is a serious danger to young people' mental health since it is linked to higher levels of anxiety and sadness (Hinduja &
Patchin, 2019).

In conclusion, social networks exert both positive and negative effects on the well-being of young adults. While they offer valuable opportunities for
connection and self-expression, the potential for social comparison, loneliness, and excessive use can have adverse consequences. Understanding these
dynamics is crucial in promoting a balanced and healthy relationship between young adults and social media. It becomes clear from navigating this
complicated terrain that social networks have a dynamic and multidimensional impact on young people' well-being. The goal of this research is to add to
a thorough knowledge of the complex interaction between young people' mental health and social networks by taking into account these varied viewpoints.
This will help to identify possible areas for assistance and intervention.

Review of literature

1) “Effects of Social Media on Mental Health: A Review” by Hilal Bashi,Shabir Ahmad Bhat, 2017. From the dawn of internet and social networking
sites human resources of contemporary world has become more social virtually but less practically. This virtual life is isolating thereby affecting one’s
health (mental & physical) and overall balance. Increased usage of social networking among adults of the present era is a matter of concern for the parents,
society & researchers, as there are always two sides (positive & negative) of every innovation. The aim of present research is to explore the effect of
social media on mental health. To achieve said purpose, the investigator reviewed and synthesized available related literature. Literature summed so far
reveals that younger generation operates susceptibly. As a confronting population of the present era, younger generation is experiencing embryonic stage
of life and is at higher risk of serious mental health problems. Younger generation of present era is acting as the active users of social media which has
affinity towards the problems of mental health. (Hilal Bashir & Shabir Ahmad Bhat, 2017)

2) “Social media use intensity, social media problems, and mental health among adolescent:

Investigating directionality and mediating processes” by Maartje Boer, Gonneke W.J.M. Stevens, Catrin Finkenauer, Margaretha E. de Looze, Regina
J.J.M. van den Eijnden (2021). Social media has become in(Boer et al., 2021)creasingly integrated into the daily lives of adolescents. There are concerns
about the potential detrimental effects of adolescents' social media use (SMU) on their mental health. Using a three-wave longitudinal study among 2109
secondary school adolescents, the present study examined whether high SMU intensity and addiction-like SMU problems were bidirectionally associated
with low mental health, and whether these associations were mediated by increased levels of upward social comparisons, cyber victimization, decreased
subjective school achievements, and less face to-face contact with friends. In doing so, mental health was measured by depressive symptoms and life
satisfaction. (Boer et al., 2021)

3) “Social Media Use and Mental Health and Well-Being Among Adolescents — A Scoping Review” Viktor Scheming, Gunnhild Johnsen Hjetland, Leif
Edvard Aarg, Jens Christoffer Skogen, 2020. Social media has become an integrated part of daily life, with an estimated 3 billion social media users
worldwide. Adolescents and young adults are the most active users of social media. Research on social media has grown rapidly, with the potential
association of social media use and mental health and well- being becoming a polarized and much-studied subject. The current body of knowledge on
this theme is complex and difficult-to-follow. (Schenning et al., 2020)

4) “Interplay between social media use, sleep quality, and mental health in youth: A systematic review” by Rea Alonzo, Junayd Hussain, Saverio Stranges,
Kelly K Anderson, 2019. Social media applications are increasingly prominent among youth. This systematic review provides a comprehensive
assessment of the literature on the relationship between active social media use, sleep quality, and common mental health outcomes (anxiety, depression,
and psychological distress) among youth. MEDLINE, PsychINFO, EMBASE and Scopus were searched for observational studies investigating this
relationship among youth (aged 16-25). quality mediating the relationship between social media use and negative mental health outcomes in youth.
(Alonzo et al., 2021)

5) “The Longitudinal Association Between Social-Media Use and Depressive Symptoms Among Adolescents and Young Adults: An Empirical Reply to
Twenge et al. by Taylor Heffer, Marie Good, Owen Daly, Elliott MacDonell and Teena Willoughbyl, 2018. Research by Twenge, Joiner, Rogers, and
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Martin had indicated that there may be an association between social-media use and depressive symptoms among adolescents. However, because of the
cross-sectional nature of this work the relationship among these variables over time remains unclear. Thus, in this longitudinal study we examined the
associations between social-media use and depressive symptoms over time using two samples: However, greater depressive symptoms predicted more
frequent social-media use only among adolescent girls. Thus, while it is often assumed that social-media use may lead to depressive symptoms, our results
indicate that this assumption may be unwarranted. (Heffer et al., 2019)

6) “Seeking Help From a Mental Health Professional: The Influence of One's Social Network” by David L. Vogel and Nathaniel G. Wade, Stephen R.
Wester, Lisa Larson and Ashley H. Hackler (2007). The decision to seek psychological help may be hindered or facilitated by many factors. Two potential
factors that might facilitate help seeking are having a relationship with someone

(a) who recommends seeking help or

(b) who themselves have sought help. In two studies (N= 780, N= 746), they explored the relationship between these factors and intentions to seek mental
health services. In Study 1, being prompted to seek help and knowing someone who had sought help were both related to positive expectations about
mental health services. In Study 2, being prompted to seek help and knowing someone who had sought help were related to more positive attitudes toward
help seeking. Also, knowing someone who had sought help was related to the intention to seek help. (D. L. Vogel et al., 2007)

7) “Social networks and mental health service utilization - a Literature Review” by Maya Albert, Thomas Becker, Paul Mccrone, Graham Thornicroft,
2018. Social networks have been shown to be smaller in individuals with severe mental illness than in the general population. Patients' social networks
and social support may impact on their utilisation of psychiatric services. This literature review focuses on social networks, social support and mental
health service use in patients with mental illness. Most studies suggest that smaller social networks or less social support are associated with more frequent
hospitalisation. Qualitative aspects of the social network are also related to the risk of hospitalisation. The relationship between social networks and other
types of service use is not established. (Albert et al., 1998)

8) “Is social media bad for mental health and wellbeing? Exploring the perspectives of adolescents” by Michelle O'reilly, Nisha Dogra, Natasha Whiteman.
Jason Hughes, Seyuda Eruyar, 2018. Despite growing evidence of the effects of social media on the mental health of adolescents, there is still a dearth of
empirical research into how adolescents themselves perceive social media, especially as knowledge resource, or how they draw upon the wider social
and media discourses to express a viewpoint. Accordingly, this article contributes to this scarce literature. Six focus groups took place over 3 months with
54 adolescents aged 11-18 years, recruited from schools in Leicester and London (UK). (O’Reilly et al., 2018)

9) “Harnessing the potential of social media to develop the next generation of digital health treatments in youth mental health” by Lee Valentine, Carla
McEnery, Simon D’Alfonso, Jess Phillis. Eleanor Bailev. Mario Alvarez, 2019. The digital health field is working to harness the popularity of SNS
among young people and incorporate it into the design of custom therapeutic digital platforms. One such example is eOrygen's Moderated Online Social
Therapy (MOST). MOST is underpinned by a clear and innovative positive psychology framework and is designed to bring about long-term social and
functional recovery in youth mental health. MOST aims to leverage young people's interest in social media, while explicitly addressing and working to
minimise the negative pitfalls of commercial SNS, thus maximising the potential for therapeutic benefit, while working to minimise negative impacts to
the user. The overarching purpose of MOST is to revolutionise young people's access to, and engagement with, therapeutic digital interventions and to
improve mental health outcomes for young people overall. (Valentine et al., 2019)

10) The impact of social media on youth mental health: challenges and opportunities by Jacqueline Nesi, 2020. Media have established an increasingly
central presence in the lives of youth, presenting both new challenges and new opportunities. An emerging body of research has begun to identify social
media experiences that may contribute to adolescents” mental health. (Nesi, 2020)

11) Social media usage positive and negative effects on the life style of Indian youth by Monica Munjial Singh, Mohammad Amiri, Sherry Sabbarwal,
2017. Today, youths are the defining users of social media. Social media made available a platform for youth to build social networks or social relations
among people. Nowadays, lucrative electronic gadgets are attracting the attention of the young generation; they are the largest customer of electronic
gadgets and services, which makes them addicted in a short span of time. Effects of using social media have been found to be far reaching and potentially
dangerous in affecting the health and mental related behavior of youth. (Singh et al., n.d.)

Research Gap

1. Longitudinal Studies: Numerous previously conducted research endeavours on this subject matter have predominantly taken a cross-sectional approach,
which entails capturing a singular snapshot of the intricate interplay between individuals' social networks and their mental well-being at a specific, isolated
point in time. These studies, typically characterized by their limited temporal scope, have offered valuable insights into the state of affairs concerning
this nexus; however, they may not fully capture the dynamic and evolving nature of this relationship over time. Engaging in longitudinal studies that span
an extended timeframe and meticulously track the experiences of young adults provides a unique opportunity to delve into the intricate dynamics between
alterations in social media usage habits and corresponding shifts in mental health outcomes. By observing individuals over a prolonged duration,
researchers can gain valuable insights into the nuanced cause-and-effect relationships between these variables and, more importantly, how they unfold
and evolve over time. This approach enables a comprehensive examination of the potential long-term implications of social media engagement on mental
well-being, shedding light on whether certain usage patterns may have lasting positive or adverse effects. By adopting this methodology, researchers can
delve deeper into the intricate realm of causality, allowing for a more robust understanding of how social media usage patterns can exert a causal influence
on various aspects of individuals' lives, including their mental health. Furthermore, this approach facilitates the examination of the enduring repercussions
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of social media, offering a comprehensive perspective on its protracted impact on individuals' psychological well- being and overall quality of life. In
essence, the adoption of longitudinal studies not only enables us to explore causation but also equips us with the tools necessary to elucidate the enduring,
potentially transformative effects that prolonged exposure to social media can have on individuals and society as whole.

2. Gender and Identity Factors: Delving into the complex dynamics of how gender identity and sexual orientation intersect with individuals' patterns of
social media engagement and their subsequent impact on mental well-being is a significant area of study that warrants a more extensive and focused
examination. This multifaceted topic holds the potential to unveil profound insights into the unique challenges and opportunities faced by individuals
with diverse gender identities and sexual orientations within the context of the digital age, making it an essential avenue for further research and
exploration. Research endeavours have the potential to scrutinize the intricate ways in which these factors actively contribute to disparities in mental
health outcomes, shedding light on the specific mechanisms and pathways through which they operate. Moreover, it is imperative to investigate whether
certain demographic or identity groups exhibit a heightened vulnerability to the adverse repercussions of intensive social networking, as this can unveil
critical insights into the nuanced interplay between individual characteristics, online interactions, and mental well-being. This comprehensive examination
holds the promise of enhancing our understanding of the differential impact of social media on diverse populations.

3. Moderating Factors: Although certain investigations have delved into moderating factors like personality traits or the presence of offline social support,
there exists a distinct imperative for conducting more thorough and wide-ranging examinations of these influential variables. The extant research, while
valuable, often offers only a glimpse into the intricate dynamics at play, leaving a substantial gap in our understanding. Therefore, it is crucial to expand
our scope of inquiry, delving deeper into these factors to gain a more holistic and nuanced perspective. By doing so, we can unravel the multifaceted
interplay between personality traits, offline support systems, and their interactions with online experiences. Acquiring a profound comprehension of
which individuals exhibit a higher susceptibility to the detrimental effects of social media usage and the underlying reasons behind this vulnerability
stands as a pivotal endeavour. Such insight not only facilitates the customization of interventions and support programs but also enhances their precision
and effectiveness in addressing the specific needs and challenges of diverse populations.

4. Positive Aspects of Social Media: The bulk of research efforts in this domain has primarily concentrated on elucidating the adverse ramifications of
social networks on mental well-being, with a particular emphasis on detrimental phenomena like cyberbullying and the pervasive effects of social
comparison. A significant research gap exists when it comes to comprehending the myriad ways in which social media can exert positive effects, including
but not limited to nurturing a profound sense of belonging, facilitating the formation of invaluable support networks, and bolstering individuals' self-
esteem. While the prevailing focus has understandably centred on the potential detrimental aspects of social media, it is equally imperative to explore and
document the constructive and uplifting dimensions that these digital platforms offer. Understanding how social media can foster a sense of belonging
by connecting individuals across geographical and cultural boundaries and contribute to the cultivation of positive self- perceptions and self-worth
represents an essential step toward achieving a well-rounded comprehension of the heterogeneous role of social networks in modern society.

5. Digital Detox and Intervention Strategies: In a climate marked by mounting apprehensions and increasing awareness of the potential negative
consequences stemming from extensive engagement with social networks, there emerges a pressing demand for rigorous research that investigates the
efficacy of digital detox programs and interventions. By conducting rigorous investigations into the effectiveness of such programs and interventions, we
equip ourselves with the empirical evidence necessary to inform policy, education, and personal choices. Ultimately, the researches will serve as a crucial
step toward promoting more informed and proactive strategies to address the evolving challenges posed by our increasingly digitalized society. This
imperative research attempts shed light on the extent to which digital detox programs, designed to temporarily disengage individuals from the virtual
world, can effectively alleviate the observed detriments. Unearthing effective strategies that empower young adults to cultivate a balanced and healthful
approach to their social media engagement represents a growing field of inquiry. Concurrently, the evaluation of these strategies' direct effects on mental
well-being is gaining prominence as an essential area of study in contemporary research.

Efforts dedicated to identifying and diligently addressing these critical research gaps hold the potential to enrich our comprehension of the intricate
relationship between social networks and the mental well-being of young adults. By addressing this research gap, researchers can cultivate a more
nuanced, well-rounded, and evidence-based understanding of the varied dynamics at play in the digital realm. This expanded knowledge base does not
only serve an academic purpose but also bears practical significance in the real world. Armed with deeper insights into how social networks impact the
mental well-being of young adults across diverse contexts, we are better equipped to craft targeted, effective, and contextually relevant interventions.
Such initiatives can encompass educational programs that promote digital literacy, psychological support systems tailored to address specific online
stressors, and policies that advocate for a safer, more respectful digital environment. In essence, the results of the research for the above stated gaps pave
the way for a more informed and proactive approach to fostering healthy online engagement among young adults. This, in turn, not only safeguards their
well-being but also contributes to the creation of a more compassionate and constructive digital landscape for future generations to thrive in.

OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

By the end of this research we will be able:
1) To study the positive and negative effects of social media on the minds of young adults.
2) To find out if social media is helping young adults improve their mental health.

3) To analyse how much social media is suitable for young adults.
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4) To understand if social media has played a role in deterioration of mental well being especially in the case of young adults.
Overall Analysis of Social media on mental well-being of young adults

The impact of social media on the mental well-being of young adults is a complex and debated topic. While social media offers numerousbenefits like
connectivity and information sharing, it can also have negative consequences. Here's an overall analysis:

Positive Impacts-

1. Connectivity: Social media allows young adults to connect with friends and family, reducing feelings of isolation.
2. Information and Awareness: It provides access to valuable information, promoting awareness of important issues.
3. Expression and Creativity: Platforms enable self-expression andcreativity, which can boost self-esteem.
4. Support Communities: Online support groups and communities offer help for mental health issues.
Negative Effects-
1. Comparison and Low Self-esteem: Excessive social media usecan lead to constant
2. comparison with others, potentially causing low self-esteem,anxiety, and depression.
3. Cyberbullying: Online harassment and cyberbullying can harmmental health, leading to stress and emotional distress.
4. Fear of Missing Out (FOMO): Social media can induce FOMO,leading to feelings of inadequacy and anxiety when missing out on social

events or experiences.

5. Addiction and Distraction: Overuse of social media can become addictive and negatively impact productivity and real-world relationships.
6. Filtered Reality: People often present idealized versions of their lives, creating an unrealistic perception of reality, which can affectself
esteem.
Mixed Impact:

1. Validation and Support: Social media can provide validation andsupport, but reliance on likes and comments for self-worth can beharmful.
2. Productivity and Time Management: It can both facilitate productivity (e.g., networking) and hinder it (e.g., time-wasting).
3. Filter Bubbles: Exposure to like-minded views can reinforcebiases, affecting mental openness.

Overall, social media's impact on mental wellbeing depends on individual usage patterns and how one manages their online presence. It can be both
beneficial and detrimental, making it important for young adults to use it mindfully and seek support when needed.

Findings

* Positive Effects of Social Media:

* Connectivity and Support: Social media platforms contribute positively to the connectivity and support systems among young adults. They enable
individuals to stay connected with friends and family, reducing feelings of isolation.

* Information and Awareness: Social media serves as a valuable source of information, promoting awareness of important issues, events, and

opportunities.

* Expression and Creativity: Platforms provide a space for self-expression and creativity, contributing to positive self-esteem and confidence.

* Support Communities: Online support groups and communities play a significant role in providing help and resources for mental health issues.
* Negative Effects of Social Media:

» Comparison and Low Self-esteem: Excessive social media use can lead to constant comparison with others, resulting in low self-esteem, anxiety, and
depression.

* Cyberbullying: Online harassment and cyberbullying are prevalent issues that can harm mental health, causing stress and emotional distress.

* Fear of Missing Out (FOMO): Social media-induced FOMO can lead to feelings of inadequacy and anxiety when individuals perceive they are missing

out on social events or experiences.
* Addiction and Distraction: Overuse of social media can become addictive and negatively impact productivity and real-world relationships.
* Filtered Reality: The presentation of idealized versions of life on social media creates an unrealistic perception of reality, affecting self-esteem.

* Mixed Impact:
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* Validation and Support: While social media can provide validation and support, there is a risk of relying too heavily on likes and comments for self-
worth.

* Productivity and Time Management: Social media can facilitate productivity, such as networking, but it can also hinder it through time-wasting.

* Filter Bubbles: Exposure to like-minded views on social media can reinforce biases, affecting mental openness.

Suggestions

The following recommendations are meant to enhance how social media affects young people' mental health:

1. Encourage digital literacy and mindfulness: To assist young individuals use social networks properly, school curriculum should include digital literacy
and mindfulness programmes. These programmes can impart critical thinking abilities, proper internet conduct, and screen time management techniques.

2.Create helpful and constructive online communities: Encourage social media platforms to actively regulate and establish rules for these areas. This
involves preventing cyberbullying and promoting a kind and compassionate society.

3. Improve User Privacy and Data Protection: User privacy and data protection should be given top priority on social networks. Develop trust among
young users by implementing open data rules, strong security safeguards, and transparent consent methods.

4. Create Well-Being Features: Social media platforms may include features that put the well-being of users first, such as alerts for screen time restrictions,
mood monitoring apps, or choices for content categorization to weed out potentially hazardous information.

5. Encourage young individuals to utilise social networks with particular objectives in mind, such as learning, networking, or advocacy, in order to foster
purposeful engagement. Platforms may offer resources to help with these objectives and limit passive scrolling.

6. Develop and promote efforts for digital detox that provide young adults the tools, encouragement, and well-organized strategies they need to take
vacations from social media as required.

7. Online Support Networks: Establish and advertise online support groups on social media platforms with an emphasis on mental health and wellbeing.
These groups can offer a secure setting for interacting with mental health specialists, giving support, and exchanging experiences.

8. Promote Real-world Connections: Social networks can promote users' conversion of virtual interactions into actual interactions. Features like
neighborhood gatherings or events can support the development of deep offline connections.

9. Combat Algorithmic Bias: Take steps to eliminate algorithmic bias on social media platforms so that news feeds and content suggestions do not worsen
already-existing social, cultural, or mental health inequities.

10. Promote user welfare Research: Social networks should continually spend money on studies to learn how their platforms effect the mental health of
their members. Areas for improvement can be found with the use of frequent surveys and feedback tools.

11. Working together with mental health organizations to offer information, crisis hotlines, and interventions directly through social media platforms.
This can provide individuals in need with quick assistance.

12. Advice for Parents and Teachers: Parents and teachers should be informed about the possible effects of social networks on young people' mental
health. They may be extremely important in offering direction and establishing limits.

13. Promote Self-Care and frequent Digital Detox Habits: Stress the value of frequent digital detox habits as a component of a healthy lifestyle. Encourage
self-care practices. To balance online and offline activities, advise young individuals.

14. Assess the Impact: To make sure implemented measures are successfully boosting well- being and implementing required modifications, evaluate the
impact of implemented measures on a regular basis using surveys, user feedback, and mental health research.

Social networks can benefit young people' mental health by putting these recommendations into practice while also reducing any possible risks related to
their use. To establish a healthy online environment for this group, cooperation between social media platforms, users, educators, and mental health
specialists is imperative.

Conclusion:

The recommendations present a comprehensive strategy to dealing with the complicated interaction between social media and young people' mental
health. They emphasize the need of taking proactive actions to reduce possible hazards while maximizing the benefits of online participation.

The influence of social media on young people' mental health is multidimensional, needing a balanced strategy that recognizes both its benefits and
drawbacks. While social media allows for connectedness, self-expression, and knowledge exchange, it also introduces concerns including cyberbullying
and social comparison. Finally, a comprehensive awareness of the forces at work in the digital sphere, along with the proactive actions mentioned in the
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suggestions, can help young adults live healthier lives online. Individuals may maximize the possibilities of social media while protecting their mental

health in the digital era by encouraging thoughtful use and offering support networks.

The impact of social media on the mental well-being of young adults is complex, involving a delicate balance between positive and negative aspects.
While social media facilitates connectivity, information sharing, and self-expression, it also presents challenges such as social comparison, cyberbullying,
and the amplification of FOMO. The curated nature of online profiles and the constant exposure to idealized images can contribute to body insecurities

and mental health issues.

The research emphasizes the need for a nuanced understanding of the diverse dynamics at play in the digital realm. Longitudinal studies are recommended
to capture the evolving nature of the relationship between social media usage and mental well-being over time. Addressing research gaps, including
cultural variations, gender and identity factors, positive aspects of social media, and intervention strategies, is crucial for developing informed strategies

and policies.

In conclusion, fostering a healthy relationship between young adults and social media requires mindful usage, digital literacy, and support systems. By
acknowledging both the positive and negative impacts, individuals can navigate the digital landscape more effectively, promoting their mental well-being
in the digital age.

References

Albert, M., Becker, T., Mccrone, P., & Thornicroft, G. (1998). Social Networks and Mental Health Service Utilisation - a Literature Review. International
Journal of Social Psychiatry, 44(4), 248-266. https://doi.org/10.1177/002076409804400402

Alonzo, R., Hussain, J., Stranges, S., & Anderson, K. K. (2021). Interplay between social media use, sleep quality, and mental health in youth: A
systematic review. Sleep Medicine Reviews, 56, 101414. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.smrv.2020.101414

Andreassen, C. S., Pallesen, S., & Griffiths, M. D. (2017). The relationship between addictive use of social media, narcissism, and self-esteem: Findings

from a large national survey.
Addictive Behaviors, 64, 287-293. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.addbeh.2016.03.006

Balta, S., Emirtekin, E., Kircaburun, K., & Griffiths, M. D. (2020). Neuroticism, Trait Fear of Missing Out, and Phubbing: The Mediating Role of State
Fear of Missing Out and Problematic Instagram Use. International Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, 18(3), 628-639.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11469-018-9959-8

Bates, A., Hobman, T., & Bell, B. T. (2020). “Let Me Do What I Please With It . . . Don’t Decide My Identity For Me”: LGBTQ+ Youth Experiences of
Social Media in Narrative Identity Development. Journal of Adolescent Research, 35(1), 51-83. https://doi.org/ 10.1177/0743558419884700

Berryman, C., Ferguson, C. J., & Negy, C. (2018). Social Media Use and Mental Health among Young Adults. Psychiatric Quarterly, 89(2), 307-314.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11126-017-9535-6

Best, P., Manktelow, R., & Taylor, B. (2014). Online communication, social media and adolescent wellbeing: A systematic narrative review. Children
and Youth Services Review, 41, 27-36. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2014.03.001

Best, P., Manktelow, R., & Taylor, B. J. (2016). Social Work and Social Media: Online Help- Seeking and the Mental Well-Being of Adolescent Males.
British Journal of Social Work, 46(1), 257-276. https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcul30

Boddy, J., & Dominelli, L. (2017). Social Media and Social Work: The Challenges of a New Ethical Space. Australian Social Work, 70(2), 172—184.
https://doi.org/ 10.1080/0312407X.2016.1224907

Boer, M., Stevens, G. W. J. M., Finkenauer, C., de Looze, M. E., & van den Eijnden, R. J. J.

M. (2021). Social media use intensity, social media use problems, and mental health among adolescents: Investigating directionality and mediating
processes. Computers in Human Behavior, 116, 106645. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2020.106645

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101.
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a

Caplan, M. A., & Purser, G. (2019). Qualitative inquiry using social media: A field-tested example. Qualitative Social Work, 18(3), 417-435.
https://doi.org/ 10.1177/1473325017725802

Carr, C. T., & Hayes, R. A. (2015). Social Media: Defining, Developing, and Divining. Atlantic Journal of Communication, 23(1), 46-65. https://doi.org/
10.1080/15456870.2015.972282

Castro, A., & Andrews, G. (2018). Nursing lives in the blogosphere: A thematic analysis of anonymous online nursing narratives. Journal of Advanced
Nursing, 74(2), 329-338. https:// doi.org/10.1111/jan.13411

Cohen, R., Fardouly, J., Newton-John, T., & Slater, A. (2019). #BoPo on Instagram: An experimental investigation of the effects of viewing body positive
content on young women’s mood and body image. New Media & Society, 21(7), 1546—1564. https://doi.org/ 10.1177/1461444819826530



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 3, pp 544-552 March 2024 551

Cooner, T. S., Beddoe, L., Ferguson, H., & Joy, E. (2020). The use of Facebook in social work practice with children and families: exploring complexity
in an emerging practice. Journal of Technology in Human Services, 38(2), 137-158. https://doi.org/ 10.1080/15228835.2019.1680335

Dodemaide, P., Merolli, M., Hill, N., & Joubert, L. (2023). Therapeutic Affordances of Social Media and Associated Quality of Life Outcomes in Young
Adults. Social Science Computer Review, 41(1), 44—63. https://doi.org/10.1177/08944393211032940

Heffer, T., Good, M., Daly, O., MacDorell, E., & Willoughby, T. (2019). The Longitudinal Association Between Social-Media Use and Depressive
Symptoms Among Adolescents and Young Adults: An Empirical Reply to Twenge et al. (2018). Clinical Psychological Science, 7(3), 462—470.
https://doi.org/10.1177/2167702618812727

Hilal Bashir, & Shabir Ahmad Bhat. (2017). Effects of Social Media on Mental Health: A Review. International Journal of Indian Psychology, 4(3).
https://doi.org/10.25215/0403.134 Hinduja, S., & Patchin, J. W. (2019). Connecting Adolescent Suicide to the Severity of Bullying and Cyberbullying.
Journal of School Violence, 18(3), 333-346. https://doi.org/ 10.1080/15388220.2018.1492417

Junco, R. (2015). Student class standing, Facebook use, and academic performance. Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 36, 18-29.
https://doi.org/10.1016/ j.appdev.2014.11.001

Kross, E., Verduyn, P., Demiralp, E., Park, J., Lee, D. S., Lin, N., Shablack, H., Jonides, J., & Ybarra, O. (2013). Facebook use predicts declines in
subjective well-being in young adults. PloS One, 8(8), €69841. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0069841

Manago, A. M., Ward, L. M., Lemm, K. M., Reed, L., & Seabrook, R. (2015). Facebook Involvement, Objectified Body Consciousness, Body Shame,
and Sexual Assertiveness in College Women and Men. Sex Roles, 72(1-2), 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1007/

s11199-014-0441-1

Nesi, J. (2020). The Impact of Social Media on Youth Mental Health. North Carolina Medical Journal, 81(2), 116-121.
https://doi.org/10.18043/ncm.81.2.116

O’Reilly, M., Dogra, N., Whiteman, N., Hughes, J., Eruyar, S., & Reilly, P. (2018). Is social media bad for mental health and wellbeing? Exploring the
perspectives of adolescents.

Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 23(4), 601-613. https://doi.org/ 10.1177/1359104518775154

Perloff, R. M. (2014). Social Media Effects on Young Women’s Body Image Concerns: Theoretical Perspectives and an Agenda for Research. Sex Roles,
71(11-12), 363-377. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-014-0384-6

Primack, B. A., Shensa, A., Sidani, J. E., Whaite, E. O., Lin, L. Y., Rosen, D., Colditz, J. B., Radovic, A., & Miller, E. (2017). Social Media Use and
Perceived Social Isolation Among Young Adults in the U.S. American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 53(1), 1-8. https:/
doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2017.01.010

Przybylski, A. K., Murayama, K., DeHaan, C. R., & Gladwell, V. (2013). Motivational, emotional, and behavioral correlates of fear of missing out.
Computers in Human Behavior, 29(4), 1841-1848. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2013.02.014

Schenning, V., Hjetland, G. J., Aarg, L. E., & Skogen, J. C. (2020). Social Media Use and Mental Health and Well-Being Among Adolescents — A
Scoping Review. Frontiers in Psychology, 11. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.01949

Singh, M. M., Amiri, M., & Sabbarwal, S. (n.d.). Social Media Usage: Positive and Negative Effects on the Life Style of Indian Youth ABSTR AC
T. UCT JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH, 2017(04). https://doi.org/10.24200/

jsshr.vol5iss04pp39-44

Twenge, J. M., & Campbell, W. K. (2018). Associations between screen time and lower psychological well-being among children and adolescents:
Evidence from a population-based study. Preventive Medicine Reports, 12, 271-283. https://doi.org/10.1016/ j.pmedr.2018.10.003

Valentine, L., McEnery, C., D’Alfonso, S., Phillips, J., Bailey, E., & Alvarez-Jimenez, M. (2019). Harnessing the Potential of Social Media to Develop
the Next Generation of Digital Health Treatments in Youth Mental Health. Current Treatment Options in Psychiatry, 6(4), 325-336.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-019-00184-w

Vannucci, A., & McCauley Ohannessian, C. (2019). Social Media Use Subgroups Differentially Predict Psychosocial Well-Being During Early
Adolescence. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 48(8), 1469—1493. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-019-01060-9

Vogel, D. L., Wade, N. G., Wester, S. R., Larson, L., & Hackler, A. H. (2007). Seeking help from a mental health professional: the influence of one’s
social network. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 63(3), 233-245. https://doi.org/10.1002/jclp.20345

Vogel, E. A., Rose, J. P., Okdie, B. M., Eckles, K., & Franz, B. (2015). Who compares and despairs? The effect of social comparison orientation on social

media use and its outcomes.

Personality and Individual Differences, 86, 249-256. https://doi.org/10.1016/ j.paid.2015.06.026



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 3, pp 544-552 March 2024 552

Yang, C., Holden, S. M., & Ariati, J. (2021). Social Media and Psychological Well-Being Among Youth: The Multidimensional Model of Social Media
Use. Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review, 24(3), 631-650. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10567-021-00359-z



	International Journal of Research Publication and
	Impact of Social Networks on Mental Well-Being of 
	INTRODUCTION
	Review of literature
	Research Gap
	OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH
	Findings
	Suggestions
	Conclusion:
	References



