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ABSTRACT: 

A traditional Ayurvedic herb, manjistha (Rubia cordifolia) may find use in cosmetic products. The effectiveness and safety of manjistha in skin whitening, anti-

aging, and wound healing are compiled in this review. Manjistha is a promising natural component for skincare products because of its bioactive ingredients, which 

include glycosides and anthraquinones, which have anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and melanin-inhibiting qualities. The herb's medicinal qualities are ascribed to 

its capacity to decrease melanin synthesis, stimulate collagen synthesis, and inhibit tyrosinase activity. All things considered, manjistha exhibits a lot of potential 

as a safe, natural component of cosmeceuticals, providing a number of advantages for the health and appearance of skin. 

INTRODUCTION: 

In Ayurvedic medicine, manjistha, scientifically known as Rubia cordifolia, is a well-known herb with a number of therapeutic uses. It is used in 

cosmeceuticals for wound healing, anti-aging, and skin whitening.  

Consumer desires for safer and more eco-friendly goods have led to an increase in the demand for natural and sustainable components in cosmeceuticals. 

Particularly, plants are a great source of bioactive substances that may find use in dermatology and cosmetics. A traditional Ayurvedic herb that has been 

used for ages to cure a variety of skin disorders is Manjistha (Rubia cordifolia). 

Manjistha's promise in cosmeceuticals, specifically in skin whitening, anti-aging, and wound healing, has been brought to light by recent studies. It is a 

desirable natural component for skincare products because of its bioactive chemicals, which include glycosides and anthraquinones, which have been 

demonstrated to have anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and melanin-inhibiting qualities .With an emphasis on its potential for skin whitening, anti-aging, 

and wound healing, this review attempts to compile the most recent data regarding the safety and effectiveness of manjistha in cosmeceuticals.  

 

Figure 1:-Manjistha root 
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SKIN WHITENING POTENTIAL OF MANJISTHA: 

Introduction 

For generations, people have utilized the ancient Ayurvedic herb manjistha (Rubia cordifolia) to enhance the health and appearance of their skin. Its 

ability to whiten skin is one of its most sought-after advantages.  

The act of lowering melanin synthesis or eliminating melanin from the skin in order to attain a lighter skin tone is known as skin whitening. 

Mechanism of Action 

The ability of manjistha to:  

1.Inhibit tyrosinase activity: The enzyme that turns the amino acid tyrosine into melanin, the pigment that gives skin its coloris thought to be the cause 

of its skin-whitening properties. It has been demonstrated that the bioactive substances in manjistha, including as glycosides and anthraquinones, block 

tyrosinase activity, which lowers the synthesis of melanin.  

2. Diminish the synthesis of melanin: It has been demonstrated that the flavonoids and phenolic acids in manjistha decrease melanin formation by 

preventing the expression of melanogenic genes.  

3. Antioxidant activity: The antioxidant qualities of manjistha aid in shielding the skin from inflammation and oxidative stress, both of which can 

exacerbate hyperpigmentation.  

Research Backing the Potential for Skin Whitening 

Manjistha's ability to whiten skin has been shown in numerous studies: 

1. In vitro research According to studies: tyrosinase activity is inhibited and melanin formation in melanoma cells is decreased by manjistha extracts.  

2. In vivo research:Manjistha extracts have been shown in animal experiments to improve skin brightness and lessen skin pigmentation.  

3. Clinical trials: Human clinical trials have shown that Manjistha-based creams and serums improve skin whitening and reduce hyperpigmentation.  

Efficacy and Safety  

Topical application of manjistha is generally regarded as safe. However, further studies are needed to assess its long-term safety and efficacy.  

ANTI-AGING BENEFITS OF MANJISTHA: 

Introduction 

In the context of cosmeceuticals, anti-aging refers to the application of topical products or chemicals that are intended to lessen, stop, or reverse the skin's 

obvious indications of aging, including:  

1. Wrinkles and fine lines 

2. Discoloration of the skin (hyperpigmentation, aging spots)  

3. Loss of firmness and flexibility of the skin  

4. Uneven skin tone and dullness  

5. Bigger pores.  

Activity of Antioxidants 

The antioxidants in manjistha help shield the skin from inflammation and oxidative stress, which lessens the obvious symptoms of aging.  

Anti-Inflammatory Effects 

The anti-inflammatory properties of manjistha lessen inflammation, which is a factor in skin aging and damage.  

Synthesis of Collagen 

The bioactive ingredients in manjistha promote the production of collagen, which increases the firmness and elasticity of the skin.  

Hydration of the Skin  

The humectant qualities of manjistha aid in preserving skin hydration, which lessens the visibility of wrinkles and fine lines.  

Renewing Cells  

The bioactive ingredients in manjistha encourage cell renewal, eliminating dead skin cells to produce softer, more radiant skin. 
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Research Confirming Anti-Aging Advantages  

The anti-aging properties of manjistha have been shown in numerous studies:  

1. In vitro research: Extracts from manjistha have been demonstrated to prevent inflammation and oxidative stress in skin cells.  

2. In vivo studies: Research on animals has shown that Manjistha can increase the firmness and elasticity of the skin.  

3. Clinical trials: Manjistha-based lotions and serums have been shown in human clinical trials to lessen wrinkles, fine lines, and skin discolouration.  

Efficacy and Safety Topical application of manjistha is generally regarded as safe. To evaluate its long-term safety and effectiveness, more research is 

necessary.  

WOUND HEALING PROERTY: 

In the context of cosmeceuticals, wound healing refers to the application of topical formulations or solutions that aid in the promotion and healing of cuts, 

wounds, and other skin injuries. Bioactive substances that promote collagen formation, strengthen tissues, lower inflammation, and have antibacterial 

properties are commonly found in these products.  

Mechanisms of Action 

Manjistha's capacity to heal wounds can be explained by its capacity to:  

1. Promote collagen synthesis: The bioactive components in manjistha encourage the production of collagen, which aids in tissue repair and wound 

closure.  

2. Increase tissue strength: The phenolic acids and flavonoids in manjistha increase tissue strength, which lowers the chance of wound dehiscence.  

3. Reduce inflammation: The anti-inflammatory properties of manjistha help to create an atmosphere that is favorable for the healing of wounds.  

4.Antibacterial activity: The bioactive substances in manjistha have antibacterial properties that help to heal wounds and stop infections.  

Research on the Healing Properties of Wounds  

Manjistha's ability to heal wounds has been shown in numerous studies: 

1. In vitro research In vitro, it has been demonstrated that manjistha extracts increase collagen formation and strengthen tissue.  

2. In vivo studies: Research on animals has shown that Manjistha can enhance tissue repair and hasten wound healing.  

3. Clinical trials: Topical formulations based on manjistha have been demonstrated in human clinical trials to encourage wound healing and 

lower the risk of complications.  

Efficacy and Safety Topical application of manjistha is generally regarded as safe. To evaluate its long-term safety and effectiveness, more research is 

necessary.  

CHEMICAL COMPOSITION OF MANJISTHA: 

Anthraquinones 

1.Rubiadin: A significant anthraquinone glycoside with anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties in Manjistha.  

2. Lucidin:The anthraquinone aglycone Lucidin has antibacterial and anti-cancer properties. 

3. Purpurin: An anthraquinone glycoside that has anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties.  

Glycosides  

1. Rubianin: A glycoside of rubiadin with anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties.  

2. Lucidin-3-O-β-D-glucoside: An antibacterial and anti-cancer glycoside of lucidin.  

3. Rubiaflavin: An anti-inflammatory and antioxidant glycoside.  

Additional Bioactive Substances 

1. Flavonoids;Anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties include quercetin, kaempferol, and their glycosides.  

2. Phenolic acids:Anti-inflammatory and antioxidant qualities, include gallic acid, ellagic acid, and ferulic acid.  

3. Terpenoids: Anti-inflammatory and antibacterial properties include oleanolic acid, ursolic acid, and β-sitosterol.  

These bioactive compounds contribute to the medicinal and cosmetic properties of Manjistha, including its antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, 

and wound-healing activities. 
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CONCLUSION: 

To sum up, manjistha is a useful herb in cosmeceuticals that provides a number of advantages for the health and appearance of skin. It is a promising 

substance for skin whitening, anti-aging, and wound healing applications because of its natural bioactive chemicals, which include anti-inflammatory, 

antioxidant, and melanin-inhibiting qualities. To thoroughly investigate Manjistha's potential in cosmeceuticals and to determine its long-term safety and 

effectiveness, more research is required.  
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