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ABSTRACT 

A spark-gap coil, often referred to as a Tesla coil or an early form of high-voltage induction coil, is a vital electrical device known for its remarkable ability to 

generate high-voltage electrical discharges. Spark-gap coils use a high-voltage transformer and a spark gap to generate an electrical arc that leads to the production 

of high-frequency Alternating Current (AC). In this research, we explore the working principle of the spark-gap coil, its historical significance, the applications it 

has influenced, and recent developments that build upon its foundational design. Despite the evolution of modern power electronics, the spark-gap coil remains an 

essential educational tool and a key element in early electrical experimentation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Modern electronics and  Nikola Tesla's original design concepts are combined in the revolutionary Solid State Tesla Coil (SSTC). The project's objectives 

are to design, build, and evaluate an SSTC for wireless power transfer and the investigation of resonant phenomena. To increase efficiency, dependability, 

and control, the SSTC makes use of solid-state parts such as capacitors and Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors (IGBTs). 

Higher power transfer efficiencies are the result of this technology's ability to precisely tune resonance frequencies. The project entails creating a physical 

prototype after using computer-aided tools to design and simulate the SSTC circuit. 

The efficiency and range of wireless power transmission will be tested and examined as part of the investigation into the SSTC's wireless power transfer 

capabilities. By viewing and recording resonant phenomena including high-voltage standing waves and electromagnetic field patterns, the SSTC will also 

be used as a tool for scientific research and education. By bridging the gap between traditional Tesla coil designs and contemporary electronics, the 

initiative hopes to advance electromagnetic engineering and spur additional advancements in wireless energy transmission 

A Tesla coil in an electrical resonant transformer circuit generates high-voltage, low-current, high-frequency alternating current. Numerous resonant 

electric circuit topologies were tested by Nikola Tesla. With these coils, Tesla experimented with a variety of subjects, including wireless electrical energy 

transmission, phosphorescence, electrical illumination, X-ray creation, electrotherapy, and high-frequency alternating current phenomena. Tesla coil 

circuits had two commercial applications up until the 1920s: spark-gap radio transmitters for wireless telegraphy and medical devices such as 

electrotherapy and violet-ray equipment. While high vacuum systems continue to use tiny coils as leak detectors, their main function these days is 

entertainment and instructive displays. The Tesla coil was invented in 1891. The original impetus for its development 

Inductive chargers and transformers are examples of wireless methods that use non-radiative fields to transmit power; however, these systems require 

careful placement and close proximity of the secondary and source coils, and they require a large magnetic coupling between the source and device coils 

in order to function properly. 

Objectives : 

• Generating high voltage: The goal is to build a coil that can generate high voltage.   

• Wireless transmission: Tesla's original intent was to use the Tesla coil for wireless transmission of power.  

• Eliminating the primary coil: When a solid state inverter is used to feed energy into the system, the primary coil can be eliminated. This is 

known as the base feed drive method. 

http://www.ijrpr.com/
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Literature survey 

The spark-gap Tesla coil (SGTC) has been a subject of interest in both theoretical studies and practical applications in electrical engineering. It is one of 

the earliest types of Tesla coils, operating through the principle of electrical discharge across a spark gap, which generates high-voltage oscillations. A 

key theoretical contribution to the development of SGTCs can be traced to Suomalainen (1993), who explored the basic principles behind the Tesla coil, 

its functioning, and its various applications. Suomalainen's work remains foundational in understanding the electrical principles that make spark-gap coils 

feasible, including resonance and high-voltage discharge. 

Further elaboration on the design and operational aspects of SGTCs was provided by Gerekos (2012), who presented a detailed study on the spark-gap 

Tesla coil in a physics context. The study highlighted the fundamental role of the spark gap in controlling the timing and intensity of electrical discharges 

within the coil, which is crucial for achieving the desired output, such as in high-voltage experiments or demonstrations. The importance of the spark gap 

in Tesla coil technology has also been recognized in online resources such as the Wikipedia entry for the "Spark gap" (2024). This article explains the 

role of the spark gap in interrupting the electrical current and initiating the oscillations necessary for the Tesla coil's operation. The spark gap serves as a 

switch, and its precise control determines the coil’s performance and efficiency. Additionally, practical guides, such as those found on Instructables 

(2017), provide step-by-step instructions on how to build an SGTC. These instructions emphasize the importance of understanding both the electrical 

principles and the hardware components necessary for constructing a spark-gap coil. The online nature of such resources has made Tesla coil construction 

accessible to hobbyists and engineers alike, further democratizing the technology. 

In more specialized academic and technical research, the design and optimization of spark-gap Tesla coils have been explored in various contexts. For 

instance, Skeldon et al. (2000) examined the development of a portable Tesla coil apparatus, focusing on the integration of SGTC designs into more 

mobile setups. This is particularly useful in educational settings or portable demonstrations, where space and equipment constraints require innovative 

solutions while still maintaining the spark-gap mechanism. 

In addition to the traditional SGTC designs, other studies have explored modifications or alternative configurations. Surwade et al. (2017) reviewed 

design considerations for Tesla coils, specifically addressing the advantages of using spark-gap configurations for achieving higher frequencies and 

voltages. This analysis is valuable in understanding how the traditional SGTC design can be adapted for modern applications in electrical research or 

entertainment. 

The development of miniaturized versions of Tesla coils, such as the one presented by Farriz et al. (2010), also contributes to the literature on SGTCs. 

Their simple design using a DC voltage input illustrates the versatility and adaptability of the spark-gap coil, making it feasible for both academic 

experiments and practical demonstrations in smaller setups. Such designs have been essential in educational outreach programs and hands-on learning 

experiences, providing insight into high-voltage phenomena in a controlled environment. 

Further theoretical exploration of SGTCs can be found in the work of Soleyman (2012), who discussed solid-state Tesla coils and their comparison to 

spark-gap models. While solid-state Tesla coils are a modern alternative, the continued use of SGTCs in certain applications highlights their enduring 

relevance, particularly in large-scale demonstrations or as part of experimental setups that require high-voltage, low-frequency electrical discharges. 

The technical insights provided by Richie Burnett (n.d.) on high-frequency solid-state Tesla coils further complement the understanding of traditional 

SGTCs. While Burnett focuses more on solid-state versions, his discussion of high-frequency operation can be applied to optimizing spark-gap Tesla 

coils as well, given the parallels in their operation and the need for careful tuning and control of oscillations. 

 

Figure 1. Spark gap coil 
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The provided Figure 1 illustrates the basic circuit of a Tesla coil, which is a high-voltage, high-frequency resonant transformer circuit. Each component 

in the diagram plays a crucial role in generating high-voltage electrical discharges, commonly seen as electric arcs. Let’s break down the components and 

their roles: 

Components and Their Functions: 

1. A.C. Mains: Provides alternating current (AC) electrical power to the circuit. The Tesla coil starts with a standard AC power source, such as 

mains electricity, typically at 120V or 240V depending on the country. 

2. High Voltage Transformer: Steps up the voltage from the AC mains to a much higher level, typically in the range of thousands of volts (e.g., 

10,000 to 15,000 volts). This is necessary to charge the high-voltage capacitor. 

3. High Voltage (HV) Capacitor: Stores electrical energy temporarily. When fully charged, it releases the energy in a quick burst. This energy is 

directed to the primary winding of the Tesla coil circuit through the spark gap. 

4. Spark Gap: Acts as a switch that discharges the capacitor when the voltage across it reaches a critical threshold. The spark gap allows for the 

capacitor’s stored energy to flow into the primary winding, creating a high-current, high-voltage pulse. 

5. Primary Winding: Forms a resonant LC (inductor-capacitor) circuit with the high-voltage capacitor. The oscillating current in the primary 

winding generates a magnetic field that induces a high voltage in the secondary winding. 

6. Secondary Winding: Receives the induced voltage from the magnetic field generated by the primary winding. The number of turns in the 

secondary coil is much greater than the primary, which allows it to produce extremely high voltages (up to millions of volts). 

7. Torus (Top Load): Acts as a capacitor that stores the high-voltage energy from the secondary winding. It shapes and stabilizes the electric 

field, promoting the formation of high-voltage discharges or arcs. 

8. Ground: Provides a return path for current and ensures safety by connecting parts of the circuit to the earth. The grounding in the Tesla coil 

ensures proper functioning and minimizes risks of high-voltage shocks. 

Working Principle: 

1. AC mains power energizes the high-voltage transformer, increasing the voltage significantly. 

2. The high-voltage capacitor charges until its voltage is high enough to spark across the spark gap. 

3. The spark discharges the capacitor, creating a resonant oscillation in the primary circuit (capacitor + primary winding). 

4. This oscillation induces a high-frequency, high-voltage current in the secondary winding due to magnetic coupling. 

5. The torus stores and stabilizes the voltage, leading to visible high-voltage discharges at the top of the Tesla coil. 

This setup is a fundamental design for generating high-frequency, high-voltage alternating current for experiments in wireless power transfer, resonant 

circuits, and demonstration of high-voltage effects. 

Materials Used in a Spark-Gap Coil: 

Coil (Windings): Wire Material: The coil is usually wound with copper wire, as copper is a good conductor of electricity. The wire is often enameled to 

prevent short circuits between adjacent turns of the coil. Coil Shape: The coil is typically wound in a cylindrical or helical shape, and its design can vary 

depending on the intended application. It may be a primary coil (high-current, low-voltage side) and a secondary coil (low-current, high-voltage side). 

Core Material: Some spark-gap coils use a ferromagnetic core (like iron or steel) to increase the magnetic field strength and inductance of the coil, 

although many high-frequency Tesla coils use air-core designs to avoid the core's losses at high frequencies. 

Capacitor: A high-voltage capacitor is typically used in conjunction with the spark gap to store electrical energy and release it rapidly into the primary 

coil. The capacitor is often made from materials like ceramics, mica, or metalized polyester, which are able to withstand high voltages. 

Spark Gap: The spark gap is typically made of electrode materials like brass, copper, or tungsten. These materials are chosen for their ability to withstand 

high-voltage arcs without excessive wear or erosion. The gap is adjustable, allowing for the control of the voltage needed to cause the spark to jump 

across the gap. The distance between the electrodes in the gap determines the voltage level at which a discharge will occur. 

Power Source: The spark-gap coil requires a high-voltage power source, often a high-voltage transformer (e.g., neon sign transformer or auto transformer) 

or sometimes a battery in simpler designs. The power source provides the energy to charge the capacitor before the energy is rapidly discharged through 

the spark gap and into the primary coil. 

Grounding System: A grounding system (often a metal rod or plate connected to the earth) is essential for the safe operation of the coil. It helps in 

managing the high-voltage discharges and ensuring that the system operates safely by providing a path for the electrical current to dissipate. 

Insulation: To prevent electrical discharges from causing short circuits, insulating materials such as rubber, mica, or glass are used to insulate different 

components, particularly the coil windings and connections. 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 12, pp 2256-2261 December 2024                                     2259 

 

 

Methods and Operation of the Spark-Gap Coil: 

Charging the Capacitor: The power source charges the capacitor to a high voltage. The capacitor stores electrical energy until it reaches a sufficient charge 

level to discharge through the spark gap. 

Spark Gap Firing: Once the capacitor is charged, the potential difference between the electrodes of the spark gap becomes large enough to cause an 

electrical breakdown of the air (or vacuum) across the gap, allowing the capacitor to discharge. This rapid discharge is what creates the high-current pulse 

into the primary coil. 

Inductive Coupling: The energy discharged into the primary coil creates a rapidly changing magnetic field, which induces a high voltage in the secondary 

coil through electromagnetic induction. The secondary coil is wound to a much higher number of turns than the primary coil, which allows it to produce 

a much higher voltage at its output. 

High-Voltage Spark: The induced high voltage in the secondary coil leads to the generation of visible high-voltage discharges, commonly referred to as 

sparks or corona discharges. These sparks can vary in size and can jump across gaps depending on the voltage and conditions. 

Discharge and Repetition: After the spark-gap discharge, the system may require a brief period to recharge the capacitor before another discharge cycle 

begins. This process can continue as long as the spark gap is maintained and the capacitor is charged. 

Safety Considerations: 

Since spark-gap coils can generate very high voltages (often in the range of thousands to millions of volts), proper insulation and safety protocols are 

necessary to prevent electrical shock, equipment damage, or fire hazards. Additionally, the spark gap electrodes can experience significant wear due to 

repeated arcing, so the materials chosen for these components must be resistant to erosion. 

CIRCUIT DIAGRAM  

 

The key element in this mini Tesla coil circuit is the secondary coil, which is typically represented in gold. This coil is created by wrapping enameled 

wire around a cylindrical form, which can be any non-conductive material. 

To drive the circuit, a high-frequency, high-current transistor like the 2N2222 is used. This transistor controls the current flowing through the primary 

coil, which is shown in violet. The setup is powered by a 9V battery, with the positive terminal connected to the transistor's collector through the primary 

coil, while the emitter is grounded. When the transistor is active, current flows through the primary coil. Additionally, the base of the transistor is 

connected to an LED diode and one end of the secondary coil to induce oscillation, allowing the transistor to generate an oscillating current in the primary 

coil. 

ADVANTAGES 

Voltage distribution:  Tesla coils distribute voltage evenly across the winding coils. Voltage ramp-up: Tesla coils gradually increase voltage, which 

reduces the risk of damage 

Load sharing:  Tesla coils can use 3-phase rectifiers for higher powers, which allows for significant load sharing.  

Pulsed excitation:  Tesla coils provide pulsed excitation without the disadvantages of a spark gap, such as high temperatures, loud noise, and poor 

efficiency. 
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 Controllable voltage, frequency, and waveform:  The voltage, frequency, and excitation waveform of a Tesla coil can be finely controlled. 

DISADVANTAGES 

Health hazards: Tesla coils emit high voltage radio frequency emissions that can cause skin burns, damage to the nervous system, and damage to the 

heart 

Loud noise: Tesla coils produce a very loud noise while operating. Ozone gas: Tesla coils produce noxious ozone gas. High temperatures:  

Tesla coils produce high temperatures that may require a cooling system 

Damage to electronic equipment:  Arcs from a Tesla coil can destroy most electronic equipment. Electricity transmitted from a Tesla coil can also 

damage many electrical devices without actually striking them with an arc. Cost: Buying a large DC smoothing capacitor can be expensive. 

Circuit construction:  Constructing the circuit can be time consuming because it needs to be perfect to resonate. 

APPLICATION  

Applications of Spark-Gap Coils: 

1. Tesla Coils: Spark-gap coils were historically used in Tesla coils to generate high-voltage, high-frequency alternating currents for experiments in 

electrical fields and wireless transmission of energy. 

2. Electromagnetic Induction Experiments: Spark-gap coils were used in early experiments related to electromagnetic induction and the generation of 

high-voltage currents. 

3. High-Voltage Demonstrations: They have been used for demonstrations of high-voltage effects, such as producing visible electrical arcs and sparks. 

FUTURE SCOPE 

Some ideas for further research and development on the SSTC theme are as follows:  

• The current rig will be modified later this year to run from smoothed DC in order to look into loading and corona impedance problems.  

• To increase the resonator's power without needing an extremely high coupling coefficient, more research should be done on lowering the unloaded 

resonator base impedance. (Maybe winding a larger secondary to operate above a ground plane in terms of physical dimensions.)  

• Dynamic adjustment dependent upon resonator base current sensing. For streamer growth, the driver frequency "perfectly" tracks the resonant 

frequency since the resonator is essentially designed to be the oscillator's frequency-determining noreover switching losses will be decreased since 

this will guarantee that switching transictions happen at zero current. 

CONCLUSION 

The SSTC might turn out to be a far more useful gadget even though the conventional Tesla coil has been phased out of most commercial applications 

outside of the special effects sector. Compared to a comparable ferrite transformer, the air core transformer described here is significantly less expensive 

and only requires 36AWG magnet wire. Building the circuit also doesn't cost too much. The SSTC can be used as a power source for UV lamps, X-ray 

tubes, and other high voltage components, just like the conventional Tesla coil. It is capable of carrying out the task without introducing the drawbacks 

associated with a spark gap. The man who electrified the world, Nikola Tesla, foresaw that there would only be one energy source available to humanity. 

Using the conventional iteration of this apparatus, he attempted to transmit energy— electric energy to everyone at no cost. To his dismay, he discovered 

that the device was wasting energy by arching and corona discharging. He could have made his design successful with a few simple device modifications, 

not because of unavoidable circumstances.  
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