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ABSTRACT : 

Bambusa arundinacea, commonly known as giant thorny bamboo, is a prominent medicinal plant belonging to the Poaceae family, native to tropical and subtropical 

regions of Asia. This plant has long been valued in traditional medicine for its versatility and numerous therapeutic properties, and in recent years, it has gained 

considerable attention from the scientific community due to its broad pharmacological potential. The aim of this review is to comprehensively examine the 

phytochemical composition, traditional uses, and pharmacological effects of Bambusa arundinacea, with a focus on its relevance to modern pharmaceutical research. 

Bambusa arundinacea contains a diverse array of bioactive compounds, including flavonoids, phenolics, glycosides, amino acids, proteins, and silica, all of which 

contribute to its medicinal properties. These compounds have been shown to exhibit significant anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, antioxidant, anti-diabetic, anti-

ulcer, and anti-cancer activities. The plant’s therapeutic uses span a wide range of ailments, including fever, respiratory infections, gastrointestinal disturbances, 

skin diseases, and wounds. Various parts of the plant, such as the leaves, roots, shoots, and seeds, have been employed in folk medicine to treat these conditions, 

with numerous reports highlighting their effectiveness in promoting healing and alleviating symptoms. 

Scientific studies have validated the plant’s traditional uses, particularly its anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial effects, which make it a potential candidate for 

managing chronic conditions such as arthritis and diabetes. Additionally, the plant’s role in wound healing, detoxification, and overall immune modulation has been 

well-documented. The growing interest in natural products and their applications in modern pharmacy positions Bambusa arundinacea as a promising source of 

new therapeutics. This review aims to provide a holistic understanding of the pharmacological properties of Bambusa arundinacea and discuss its potential for 

future drug development, especially in the fields of anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial therapies. 
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Introduction : 

Bambusa arundinacea, commonly known as giant thorny bamboo, is a remarkable species of bamboo that belongs to the Poaceae family. This perennial 

plant is native to tropical and subtropical regions, especially in Asia, where it thrives in a variety of habitats ranging from moist lowlands to mountainous 

areas. It is one of the most widely distributed bamboo species and has long been utilized for its diverse applications [1][2]. Historically, Bambusa 

arundinacea has played a vital role in the cultural, economic, and medicinal practices of many Asian and Southeast Asian societies. Its fast growth rate 

and versatility make it a valuable resource, with applications ranging from construction material to food and medicinal use [3][4]. 

In addition to its utilitarian uses, Bambusa arundinacea is renowned for its significant medicinal properties. Traditional healing systems, especially 

Ayurveda, have long utilized various parts of the plant—such as the leaves, stems, roots, and shoots—for their therapeutic benefits [5][6]. These parts of 

the plant have been employed in the treatment of a wide range of ailments, including respiratory infections, digestive disorders, inflammatory conditions, 

and skin diseases. The plant is believed to possess a multitude of bioactive compounds that contribute to its healing properties, which have drawn 

increasing interest in modern pharmaceutical research [7][8]. 

Phytochemical investigations of Bambusa arundinacea have revealed the presence of various bioactive constituents such as flavonoids, phenolic 

compounds, glycosides, amino acids, and silica. These compounds are thought to be responsible for the plant’s therapeutic effects, including its anti-

inflammatory, antimicrobial, antioxidant, and anti-diabetic properties [9][10][11]. Silica, a key component in the plant’s structure, has been recognized 

for its potential in promoting bone health, wound healing, and tissue regeneration [12][13]. Additionally, the plant’s ability to inhibit microbial growth 

has made it a subject of interest for its antimicrobial and antifungal applications [14][15]. 

Despite the promising pharmacological properties of Bambusa arundinacea, much of the current knowledge is based on traditional uses and preliminary 

scientific studies. Modern research is beginning to confirm many of the plant’s folk medicinal uses, opening new avenues for its application in 

pharmaceutical products. As the global demand for natural, plant-based remedies grows, Bambusa arundinacea presents a promising source of bioactive 

compounds that could lead to the development of new drugs, particularly for inflammatory, antimicrobial, and antioxidant therapies [16][17][18]. 
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This review aims to provide a comprehensive overview of Bambusa arundinacea, focusing on its medicinal properties, phytochemical profile, and 

pharmacological effects. By examining the plant’s traditional uses, scientific studies, and potential applications in modern medicine, this paper will 

contribute to the growing body of research that highlights the significance of Bambusa arundinacea in the field of pharmacy and herbal medicine [19][20]. 

Phytochemical Profile of Bambusa arundinacea : 

Bambusa arundinacea, known for its medicinal properties, contains a wide array of phytochemicals that contribute to its therapeutic effects. These 

bioactive compounds are primarily found in the leaves, roots, shoots, and stems, each part of the plant contributing distinct medicinal properties. 

Phytochemical screening of Bambusa arundinacea has revealed the presence of several classes of compounds, including flavonoids, phenolic acids, 

glycosides, alkaloids, amino acids, proteins, and silica. These compounds have been shown to possess antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and 

anti-diabetic activities, making the plant a valuable resource in herbal medicine and pharmaceutical applications. 

Phytochemical Variation Based on Plant Parts : 

The concentration and variety of phytochemicals in Bambusa arundinacea may vary depending on the plant part being studied. For instance, the leaves 

tend to have a higher concentration of flavonoids, phenolic acids, and saponins, while the stems and roots are often richer in silica and alkaloids. This 

variation in phytochemical composition indicates that different parts of the plant may be more suited for specific therapeutic uses. Traditional medicine 

often utilizes the leaves for their cooling, anti-inflammatory, and diuretic properties, while the roots and stems are used for their healing and wound-repair 

benefits. 

In conclusion, Bambusa arundinacea is a rich source of various bioactive compounds that contribute to its broad spectrum of medicinal activities. The 

plant’s phytochemical profile supports its use in treating a variety of health conditions, including inflammatory disorders, infections, and digestive issues. 

Further research into the isolation, quantification, and potential synergistic effects of these compounds will be crucial in unlocking the full therapeutic 

potential of Bambusa arundinacea. 

Traditional Medicinal Uses : 

Bambusa arundinacea, a prominent member of the Poaceae family, has long been recognized in traditional medicine across various cultures, particularly 

in Asia. Its versatile medicinal properties have made it an integral part of indigenous health systems, including Ayurveda and traditional Chinese medicine. 

The different parts of the plant, including the leaves, roots, shoots, and seeds, have been employed to treat a wide range of ailments, from fever and 

digestive disorders to respiratory conditions and skin diseases. This section explores the traditional medicinal uses of Bambusa arundinacea, highlighting 

its therapeutic applications based on centuries of empirical knowledge. 

Leaf uses 

The leaves of Bambusa arundinacea have been used extensively in traditional medicine for their cooling and healing properties. In Ayurveda, the leaves 

are considered emmenagogues, which means they are used to stimulate menstruation and help regulate menstrual cycles. A decoction made from the 

leaves is commonly used to relieve menstrual pain (dysmenorrhea) and treat conditions like amenorrhea (absence of menstruation). Additionally, the 

leaves are believed to have a therapeutic role in treating respiratory disorders. They are traditionally used to alleviate cough, cold, and asthma, as the 

plant is thought to have expectorant properties that help clear the airways and reduce inflammation in the lungs. 

Shoots uses 

The shoots of Bambusa arundinacea, when young and tender, are also considered beneficial in traditional medicine. In some cultures, the shoots are used 

to treat gastrointestinal problems, including indigestion, dyspepsia, and diarrhoea. Bamboo shoots are rich in Fiber and possess mild laxative properties, 

making them useful for regulating bowel movements and improving digestion. Moreover, the shoots are believed to have detoxifying properties, helping 

cleanse the body of toxins. They are sometimes consumed as part of a health regimen to improve overall vitality and strengthen the immune system. 

Root Uses 

The roots and bark of Bambusa arundinacea have long been recognized for their medicinal value, particularly in treating inflammatory and painful 

conditions. In traditional medicine, the root is used to make poultices that are applied externally to treat painful joints, wounds, and infections. When 

burnt and ground into a paste, the root is used to treat skin conditions such as ringworm and bleeding gums. The root has also been used in folk medicine 

as a remedy for hard tumours, especially those affecting the liver, spleen, and stomach. An ointment made from the root is considered a folk remedy for 

cirrhosis and other liver disorders, believed to help reduce swelling and promote liver function. 

Bark Uses 

The bark of Bambusa arundinacea is another important part used in traditional medicine.  

It is commonly used in the treatment of skin eruptions and is thought to have soothing and healing effects when applied topically. In some regions, the 

bark is boiled in water, and the decoction is used to treat conditions like eczema, psoriasis, and other inflammatory skin conditions. The anti-inflammatory 

and antimicrobial properties of the bark make it effective in reducing redness, itching, and irritation associated with these skin disorders. 

Seed Uses  

The seeds of Bambusa arundinacea, although not as commonly used as the leaves or roots, have specific traditional medicinal applications. In certain 

indigenous communities, the seeds are consumed for their purported ability to enhance fertility, particularly in women. The seeds are believed to regulate 

reproductive health and promote the overall well-being of the reproductive system. In some cultures, seeds are also considered useful in the treatment of 

urinary tract issues, particularly for improving urination and relieving symptoms of strangury (painful urination) and urinary discharge. 
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Other uses 

Another interesting traditional use of Bambusa arundinacea is in the preparation of "Tabasheer," a siliceous secretion found in the hollow internodes of 

the bamboo culms. Tabasheer, also known as bamboo manna, is a natural silica compound that has been utilized in traditional medicine for its cooling, 

aphrodisiac, and tonic properties. In folk medicine, Tabasheer is believed to benefit individuals suffering from chronic respiratory conditions, including 

asthma, by providing relief from coughing and improving lung function. It is also thought to have a role in promoting skin health, strengthening bones, 

and enhancing overall vitality. In some parts of Asia, Tabasheer is used as a remedy for heat-related conditions, such as fevers and excessive thirst. 

Cultural and Regional Significance : 

Bambusa arundinacea holds immense cultural significance, particularly in the folk medicine systems of India, Sri Lanka, and other Southeast Asian 

countries. It has been revered not only for its practical uses in daily life, such as construction and food, but also for its extensive therapeutic benefits. The 

plant has a strong presence in local health practices and is often considered a valuable remedy in rural and indigenous communities, where access to 

modern medicine may be limited. 

In conclusion, Bambusa arundinacea is an invaluable plant in traditional medicine, with its wide range of uses spanning from treating common ailments 

such as fever and digestive issues to more complex conditions like tumours and inflammatory diseases. The plant’s therapeutic properties, supported by 

centuries of empirical knowledge, continue to inspire modern scientific research into its pharmacological potential. Its diverse applications and importance 

in folk medicine highlight its releva’nce as a natural remedy and its potential for integration into contemporary therapeutic practices. 

Pharmacological Properties :  

Bambusa arundinacea, a plant with a rich history in traditional medicine, has garnered increasing attention in modern pharmacological research due to its 

extensive range of bioactive compounds. These compounds have been shown to exhibit various therapeutic effects, which validate the traditional uses of 

the plant. The pharmacological properties of Bambusa arundinacea include anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, anti-diabetic, antioxidant, and anti-ulcer 

activities. Additionally, recent studies have also explored the plant's potential in wound healing, immune modulation, and cancer prevention. This section 

delves into the key pharmacological properties of Bambusa arundinacea, examining the scientific evidence behind its medicinal uses. 

Anti-inflammatory Activity 

One of the most significant pharmacological properties of Bambusa arundinacea is its anti-inflammatory activity. Chronic inflammation is associated 

with the pathogenesis of numerous diseases, including arthritis, cardiovascular diseases, and autoimmune disorders. The bioactive compounds found in 

Bambusa arundinacea, particularly flavonoids and phenolic acids, have been shown to reduce the production of pro-inflammatory cytokines and inhibit 

the activity of inflammatory enzymes such as cyclooxygenase (COX) and lipoxygenase (LOX). These compounds act by modulating inflammatory 

pathways, effectively reducing swelling, pain, and redness associated with inflammation. In animal studies, extracts from Bambusa arundinacea have 

demonstrated significant reduction in inflammatory markers, supporting its use in treating conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory 

diseases. The plant’s ability to suppress inflammation also makes it useful in treating inflammatory skin conditions like eczema and psoriasis. 

Antimicrobial Activity 

The antimicrobial properties of Bambusa arundinacea have been widely recognized, and several studies have confirmed its efficacy against various 

microbial pathogens, including bacteria, fungi, and viruses. Extracts from the leaves, stems, and roots of Bambusa arundinacea show inhibitory activity 

against common pathogenic bacteria such as Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus aureus, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The presence of saponins, 

flavonoids, and glycosides contributes to the plant’s antimicrobial action by disrupting the microbial cell wall and inhibiting microbial growth. Bambusa 

arundinacea has been used in traditional medicine to treat infections such as wounds, skin infections, and respiratory infections, where its ability to combat 

bacteria and fungi is particularly beneficial. Furthermore, the plant’s antimicrobial properties have been studied for their potential in combating multidrug-

resistant organisms, offering an alternative to conventional antibiotics in the fight against resistant pathogens. 

Anti-diabetic Effects 

Diabetes mellitus is a growing global health concern, characterized by high blood sugar levels and impaired insulin function. The anti-diabetic effects of 

Bambusa arundinacea have been demonstrated in several studies, which suggest that the plant may help regulate blood glucose levels and improve insulin 

sensitivity. The flavonoids, phenolic acids, and other bioactive compounds present in Bambusa arundinacea are believed to enhance glucose uptake in 

cells and improve insulin secretion from the pancreas. Additionally, the plant has been shown to reduce hyperglycaemia in animal models, supporting its 

use as a natural remedy for managing diabetes. Bambusa arundinacea also helps reduce the complications associated with diabetes, such as oxidative 

stress, by modulating antioxidant pathways. These findings position Bambusa arundinacea as a potential adjunct in the management of diabetes, especially 

in cases where conventional treatments are not fully effective. 

Antioxidant Properties 

Oxidative stress, caused by an imbalance between reactive oxygen species (ROS) and the body’s antioxidant defences, is a key factor in the development 

of several chronic conditions, including cancer, neurodegenerative diseases, and cardiovascular diseases. Bambusa arundinacea exhibits potent 

antioxidant properties, largely due to its high content of flavonoids, phenolic acids, and silica. These compounds are capable of scavenging free radicals 

and preventing cellular damage caused by oxidative stress. In vitro studies have shown that Bambusa arundinacea extracts can significantly reduce the 

levels of ROS in cells, providing protective effects against oxidative damage. The plant’s antioxidant activity is particularly beneficial in mitigating age-

related diseases, improving skin health, and reducing the risk of chronic conditions associated with oxidative damage, such as heart disease and cancer. 

Anti-ulcer Activity 

Peptic ulcers are a common gastrointestinal disorder, characterized by damage to the lining of the stomach or duodenum. Bambusa arundinacea has 

demonstrated promising anti-ulcer properties, which are thought to result from its ability to inhibit gastric acid secretion, protect the mucosal lining of 

the stomach, and enhance mucosal repair. Studies have shown that Bambusa arundinacea extracts possess gastroprotective effects, effectively reducing 
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ulcer formation induced by stress or the use of ulcerogenic substances such as ethanol and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). The plant’s 

flavonoids and phenolic compounds contribute to these protective effects by reducing inflammation and promoting the healing of ulcerated tissues. This 

property makes Bambusa arundinacea a valuable therapeutic agent for managing gastrointestinal disorders such as gastritis, peptic ulcers, and acid reflux. 

Wound Healing and Tissue Regeneration 

Bambusa arundinacea has been traditionally used for wound healing, and modern pharmacological studies support this use. The plant’s high silica content 

plays a key role in tissue regeneration and collagen synthesis, which are essential for wound healing. Silica has been shown to promote the formation of 

connective tissue and accelerate the repair of skin, cartilage, and bones. Studies have demonstrated that Bambusa arundinacea extracts significantly 

enhance the healing process of wounds and burns, promoting faster tissue repair and reducing scarring. Additionally, the plant’s anti-inflammatory and 

antimicrobial properties help prevent infections in wounds, further supporting its use in treating injuries and skin abrasions. 

Cancer Preventive Potential 

While research on the anti-cancer properties of Bambusa arundinacea is still in the early stages, some studies suggest that the plant may have 

chemopreventive effects. The flavonoids and phenolic compounds in Bambusa arundinacea have demonstrated antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 

activities, both of which are crucial in the prevention of cancer. In vitro studies have shown that Bambusa arundinacea extracts can inhibit the proliferation 

of cancer cells and induce apoptosis (programmed cell death) in certain cancer types. These preliminary findings suggest that Bambusa arundinacea could 

hold potential as a natural agent in cancer prevention and treatment, particularly due to its ability to target multiple stages of cancer development, including 

oxidative stress and inflammation. 

Conclusion  : 

Bambusa arundinacea is a highly versatile plant with significant medicinal potential, validated by both traditional and modern scientific research. Its rich 

phytochemical composition, including flavonoids, phenolic compounds, and silica, contributes to its wide-ranging pharmacological properties, such as 

anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, anti-diabetic, and antioxidant effects. Traditional uses of the plant in treating conditions like respiratory issues, digestive 

disorders, and skin diseases are increasingly supported by modern studies, making it a promising candidate for pharmaceutical development. 

While Bambusa arundinacea shows great promise, further research is needed to fully understand its active compounds, optimize extraction methods, and 

conduct comprehensive clinical trials. Overcoming regulatory challenges and ensuring sustainable sourcing will be crucial for its successful integration 

into modern medicine. 

In conclusion, Bambusa arundinacea represents a valuable resource for the development of natural therapeutic agents, with the potential to address global 

health challenges and contribute to the growing field of plant-based pharmaceuticals. 
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