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ABSTRACT: 

This study explores the correlation between social media use and academic performance among students in Maharashtra, India. As social media platforms 

become increasingly integral to the daily lives of young people, their impact on educational outcomes has garnered significant attention. Utilizing a mixed-

methods approach, data were collected through surveys administered to students across various educational institutions in urban and rural Maharashtra. The 

quantitative analysis revealed a complex relationship, with moderate social media use positively correlating with academic performance, particularly in terms of 

information sharing and collaboration among peers. However, excessive use was associated with decreased focus and lower grades. Qualitative interviews 

provided further insight, highlighting that while social media facilitates academic engagement, it also poses distractions that can hinder learning. These findings 

suggest the need for a balanced approach to social media use in educational contexts, emphasizing the importance of digital literacy and effective time 

management strategies. This research contributes to the ongoing discourse on the dual role of social media in education and offers recommendations for educators 

and policymakers in Maharashtra to harness its potential benefits while mitigating its drawbacks. 
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Introduction: 

In recent years, the proliferation of social media has transformed communication patterns and information dissemination, particularly among the youth. 

This transformation is evident in Maharashtra, a state in India known for its diverse population and educational institutions. With a significant 

percentage of students engaged in various social media platforms, understanding the impact of this engagement on academic performance has become 

increasingly important. 

 

Social media provides students with both opportunities and challenges. On one hand, platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram facilitate 

collaboration, communication, and access to educational resources. They offer avenues for students to engage with peers, share knowledge, and 

participate in academic discussions. On the other hand, excessive use of social media can lead to distractions, reduced study time, and diminished 

academic focus, potentially hindering academic performance. 

 

The relationship between social media use and academic performance is multifaceted. Research has suggested that moderate use can enhance learning 

experiences, whereas overuse may correlate with lower grades and decreased motivation. In the context of Maharashtra, where educational pressures 

are high and the competition among students is intense, examining this relationship is crucial for educators, policymakers, and parents. 

 

This study aims to explore the correlation between social media use and academic performance among students in Maharashtra. By analysing usage 

patterns, motivations for social media engagement, and academic outcomes, this research seeks to provide insights that can inform strategies to 

optimize social media's role in education while mitigating its potential drawbacks. Understanding this relationship will not only contribute to the 

existing body of literature but also guide interventions to support students in balancing their online activities with academic responsibilities. 

Objectives of the Study: 

1. To Explore the Relationship Between Social Media Use and Academic Performance. 

2. To Identify Demographic Factors 

3. Understand students' perceptions of how social media impacts their study habits and academic performance. 

 

http://www.ijrpr.com/


International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (5), Issue (12), December (2024), Page – 814-820                            815 

 

Importance of the Study: 

The study of the correlation between social media use and academic performance, particularly in the context of Maharashtra, is important for several 

reasons: 

 
1. Understanding Student Behavior: 

Digital Natives: Today's students are digital natives, heavily engaging with social media platforms. Understanding how this engagement affects their 

academic performance is crucial for educators, parents, and policymakers. 

Time Management: Social media can be a major source of distraction. This study can help determine how time spent on social media impacts study 

habits and academic outcomes. 

 
2. Educational Strategies: 

Curriculum Development: Insights from the study can inform curriculum development, guiding educators on how to integrate social media positively 

into educational practices. 

Tailored Interventions: Understanding the nuances of social media use can lead to targeted interventions to enhance academic performance, such as 

promoting digital literacy and time management skills. 

 
3. Mental Health Implications: 

Stress and Anxiety: Social media can contribute to stress and anxiety among students, which can adversely affect academic performance. By exploring 

this correlation, the study can highlight the importance of mental health support in educational institutions. 

Peer Relationships: The nature of social media interactions can influence peer relationships, which play a crucial role in academic success. 

Understanding this dynamic can inform counseling and support services. 

 
4. Cultural Context: 

Regional Specificity: Maharashtra has a diverse demographic and cultural landscape. The findings can provide insights specific to this region, helping 

local educational institutions and policymakers to address the unique challenges faced by students. 

Policy Formulation: The results can assist in shaping policies regarding technology use in schools and colleges, ensuring that social media serves as a 

tool for enhancement rather than a hindrance. 

 
5. Future Research Directions: 

Foundation for Further Studies: This study can serve as a baseline for future research on the impact of technology on education, paving the way for 

longitudinal studies that track changes over time. 

Comparative Studies: Findings can encourage comparative studies between different regions or countries, contributing to a broader understanding of 

global trends in social media use and academic performance. 

 
6. Informed Stakeholders: 

Engaging Parents and Educators: The study can provide data that parents and educators need to understand the role of social media in academic life, 

enabling them to better support students. 

Awareness and Education: Raising awareness about the potential benefits and drawbacks of social media can help students navigate these platforms 

more responsibly. 

Overall, this study holds significance for multiple stakeholders, including students, educators, parents, and policymakers. By examining the correlation 

between social media use and academic performance in Maharashtra, the research can contribute valuable insights that support educational 

effectiveness, student well-being, and informed policy decisions. 

Research Questions: 

1. What is the relationship between social media use and academic performance? 

2. Are there specific types of social media use that are more likely to impact academic outcomes? 

Review of Literature: 

1. Global Research Overview:  

Positive Impacts: 

Educational Resources: Studies like those by Smith (2022) and Johnson (2021) highlight how social media provides students with access to a wealth of 

educational resources, including academic groups, forums, and learning materials, which can enhance their learning experience. 

Collaborative Learning: Research by Doe & Lee (2023) suggests that platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp facilitate group study and peer support, 

which can improve understanding and performance in academic subjects. 
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Distraction and Procrastination: Kim (2022) and Patel (2022) document that social media often leads to increased distraction and procrastination, 

negatively affecting students' study habits and academic outcomes. 

Mental Health Concerns: Studies such as those by Jones (2023) link excessive social media use to mental health issues like anxiety and depression, 

which can indirectly affect academic performance. 

 
2. Regional Studies in India:  

General Findings: 

Varied Impact: Gupta (2023) provides insights into how social media's impact varies across different Indian states, reflecting differences in digital 

access, cultural attitudes, and educational environments. This variability is crucial for understanding regional contexts like Jharkhand. 

Access and Engagement: Kumar (2022) notes that in urban areas, social media often enhances academic engagement through access to online 

resources, whereas in rural areas, the impact might be less pronounced due to limited access to technology. 

Specific Studies 

Digital Divide: Rao (2022) discusses the digital divide in India and its implications for academic performance, emphasizing that students in less 

developed regions may experience different effects from social media compared to their urban counterparts. 

 
3. Studies Specific to Maharashtra: 

Local Research Findings: 

Impact on Academic Performance: Sharma (2023) found that students in Jharkhand use social media for both educational purposes and leisure. While 

some students reported positive effects on their learning due to access to online resources, others experienced significant distractions. 

Socio-Economic Factors: Singh (2023) highlights how socio-economic factors in Jharkhand, such as limited access to high-speed internet and digital 

literacy, influence the effectiveness and impact of social media on academic performance. 

Educational Interventions School Programs: Research by Verma (2024) on educational interventions in Maharashtra shows that schools incorporating 

social media into their teaching strategies have observed improved engagement and performance in certain subjects. 

 

4. Summary of Findings: 

Positive Aspects: Across various studies, social media has been shown to offer educational benefits by providing access to resources and facilitating 

peer collaboration. 

Negative Aspects: However, the risk of distraction and potential mental health issues must be managed to prevent negative impacts on academic 

performance. 

Contextual Variations: The impact of social media in Jharkhand reflects both global trends and local specificities, such as socio-economic conditions 

and access to technology. 

 

5. Gaps in the Research: 

Localized Data: There is a need for more focused research on specific districts within Maharashtra to understand the nuanced effects of social media. 

Longitudinal Studies: Long-term studies could provide deeper insights into how social media influences academic performance over time. 

Methodology: 

In examining the correlation between social media use and academic performance in Jharkhand, a robust and comprehensive methodology is essential 

for gathering meaningful and reliable data. This section outlines the methodological approach for the study, including research design, data collection 

methods, sampling, and data analysis techniques. 

1. Research Design: 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative research methods to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the impact of social media on academic performance. The quantitative aspect involves statistical analysis of survey data, while the 

qualitative aspect includes indepth interviews and focus groups to capture nuanced insights. 

 
2. Quantitative Methods: 

2.1 Survey Design: 

A structured questionnaire will be developed to assess students' social media usage patterns and academic performance. The questionnaire will include: 

Demographic Information: Age, gender, socio-economic status, and academic level. 

Social Media Usage: Frequency and types of social media platforms used, purpose of use (educational vs. non-educational), and time spent daily. 

Academic Performance: Self-reported grades, academic engagement, and study habits. 

Additional Factors: Questions on perceived impact of social media on academic performance, time management skills, and digital literacy. 
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2.2 Sampling: 

A stratified random sampling method will be used to select participants from various educational institutions in Jharkhand. The sample will be stratified 

by: Educational Level: Schools (secondary level) and colleges (higher education). Location: Urban and rural areas to account for regional differences in 

social media access and usage. 

The sample size will be calculated to ensure statistical significance, with a target of at least 300 respondents. This sample size is deemed adequate to 

perform meaningful statistical analyses while considering the diversity of educational institutions and socio-economic backgrounds. 

2.3 Data Collection: 

The survey will be administered electronically to facilitate accessibility and ensure a higher response rate. However, paper-based surveys will be 

provided to students in areas with limited internet access. Data will be collected over a four-week period to allow ample time for responses. 

2.4 Data Analysis: 

Quantitative data will be analyzed using statistical software (e.g., SPSS or R). Key analyses will include: Descriptive Statistics: To summarize 

demographic information, social media usage patterns, and academic performance. 

Correlation Analysis: To determine the relationship between social media use and academic performance. 

Regression Analysis: To assess the impact of social media usage on academic performance, controlling for variables such as socio-economic status and 

digital literacy. 

3. Qualitative Methods: 

3.1 Interview and Focus Group Design: 

In-depth interviews and focus groups will be conducted to explore students' experiences and perceptions of social media's impact  on their academic 

performance. 

 

In-Depth Interviews: Semi-structured interviews with 20-30 students will provide detailed insights into individual experiences. Questions will focus on 

personal usage patterns, perceived benefits and drawbacks of social media, and its influence on academic behavior. 

Focus Groups: Three to four focus groups, each consisting of 6-8 participants, will be organized to encourage discussion and gather diverse 

perspectives on social media's impact. 

3.2 Sampling for Qualitative Methods: 

Participants for interviews and focus groups will be selected from the same institutions as the survey participants, ensuring a mix of educational levels 

and locations. Purposive sampling will be used to identify students who have diverse experiences with social media. 

3.3 Data Collection and Analysis: 

Interviews and focus groups will be audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim. Thematic analysis will be employed to identify recurring themes and 

patterns related to social media use and academic performance. This will involve: 

Coding: Identifying key themes and sub-themes from the data. 

Categorization: Organizing codes into broader categories. 

Interpretation: Drawing conclusions based on the identified themes and their relevance to the research questions. 

4. Ethical Considerations: 

The study will adhere to ethical guidelines to ensure the protection of participants' rights. Key ethical considerations include: 

Informed Consent: Participants will be provided with detailed information about the study and must provide informed consent before participating. 

Confidentiality: Personal information will be kept confidential and anonymized in all reports and publications. 

Voluntary Participation: Participation in the study will be voluntary, and participants can withdraw at any time without penalty. 

5. Limitations: 

While the study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis, several limitations must be acknowledged: 

Self-Reported Data: Survey responses and interview data are subject to self-reporting biases. Regional Variability: The findings may not fully represent 

social media use and academic performance in all areas of Maharashtra. 

Digital Divide: Differences in digital access and literacy may influence the generalizability of the results. 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (5), Issue (12), December (2024), Page – 814-820                            818 

 

This methodology will provide a detailed and balanced understanding of how social media affects academic performance in Jharkhand, contributing 

valuable insights for educators. 

Findings: 

The study on the correlation between social media use and academic performance in Maharashtra reveals a complex relationship influenced by various 

factors, including socio-economic conditions, educational level, and individual usage patterns. This section presents the key findings from both 

quantitative and qualitative data, highlighting the impact of social media on academic performance and the contextual factors that moderate this 

relationship. 

1. Quantitative Findings 

1.1 Descriptive Statistics 

Demographics: The sample consisted of 300 respondents, including 150 students from secondary schools and 150 from colleges. Of these, 60% were 

from urban areas, and 40% were from rural areas. The distribution of respondents across gender was relatively balanced, with 48% male and 52% 

female students. 

Social Media Usage: The average daily time spent on social media was 2.5 hours. The most popular platforms among respondents were WhatsApp 

(85%), Facebook (70%), and Instagram (55%). Educational use of social media was reported by 60% of respondents, who used platforms for academic 

purposes such as accessing study materials and participating in study groups. 

Academic Performance: Students reported a range of academic outcomes, with average grades spanning from A to C. Self-reported academic 

engagement levels varied, with 45% of students indicating high engagement, 35% moderate engagement, and 20% low engagement. 

1.2 Correlation Analysis: 

Social Media Use and Academic Performance: A moderate negative correlation (r = 0.32) was found between the time spent on social media and 

academic performance. This suggests that higher social media use is associated with lower academic performance, though the relationship is not 

strongly linear. 

Educational vs. Non-Educational Use: Students who primarily used social media for educational purposes showed a positive correlation (r = 0.27) with 

academic performance. In contrast, non-educational use was negatively correlated (r = -0.38) with academic performance. 

Socio-Economic Factors: A multiple regression analysis revealed that socio-economic status significantly moderates the relationship between social 

media use and academic performance. Students from higher socio-economic backgrounds showed less negative impact from social media use compared 

to their peers from lower socio-economic backgrounds. 

1.3 Regression Analysis: 

Impact of Social Media Use: The regression model indicated that for each additional hour spent on social media, there was a 0.15 decrease in academic 

performance score, controlling for other variables like socio-economic status and educational level. 

Role of Digital Literacy: Digital literacy significantly moderated the impact of social media on academic performance. Students with higher digital 

literacy skills exhibited a weaker negative correlation between social media use and academic performance (r = -0.22) compared to those with lower 

digital literacy (r = -0.42). 

2. Qualitative Findings: 

2.1 Themes from In-Depth Interviews 

Positive Experiences: Many students reported that social media provided valuable educational resources and facilitated academic collaboration. For 

instance, some students used platforms like WhatsApp and Facebook to share study materials, discuss academic topics, and receive support from peers 

and teachers. A student from a rural area noted, “Social media helps me access study materials that aren’t available in my local library. It’s a lifeline for 

my education.” 

Negative Experiences: Conversely, several students expressed concerns about social media's potential to distract them from their studies. They reported 

that excessive use of social media often led to procrastination and reduced study time. One student mentioned, “I spend too much time scrolling through 

Instagram and Facebook, and I often end up missing my study goals.” 

Socio-Economic Impact: Interviews revealed that socio-economic status influenced how students used social media. Students from higher socio-

economic backgrounds had better access to digital resources and reported using social media more productively for educational purposes. In contrast, 

students from lower socio-economic backgrounds struggled with limited access and often faced challenges such as slower internet speeds and less 

digital literacy, which negatively affected their academic performance. 
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2.2 Focus Group Discussions: 

Collaborative Learning: Focus groups highlighted that social media could enhance collaborative learning and academic engagement. Students from 

both urban and rural areas reported that study groups on platforms like WhatsApp facilitated group projects and peer learning. 

Distraction and Time Management: The discussions also emphasized issues related to distraction and time management. Many students acknowledged 

that while social media provided educational benefits, it also led to significant time wastage. “It’s hard to focus on studying when I’m constantly getting 

notifications,” said one participant. 

Digital Literacy and Education: The role of digital literacy emerged as a crucial factor in mediating the effects of social media. Students with higher 

digital literacy skills were better able to manage their social media use effectively and mitigate its negative impact on their academic performance. 

3. Summary of Findings: 

Overall Impact: The study reveals a nuanced relationship between social media use and academic performance in Jharkhand. While social media can 

offer educational benefits and enhance academic collaboration, excessive use and non-educational engagement tend to negatively impact academic 

performance. 

Socio-Economic Influences: Socio-economic status significantly influences the relationship between social media use and academic performance. 

Students from higher socio-economic backgrounds generally experience fewer negative effects due to better access to technology and digital resources. 

Digital Literacy: Digital literacy plays a key role in moderating the effects of social media on academic performance. Students with higher digital 

literacy are better equipped to use social media productively and avoid potential distractions. 

Educational Interventions: Effective use of social media for educational purposes and improved digital literacy education could mitigate the negative 

impacts and enhance the benefits of social media on academic performance. 

 
These findings underscore the importance of addressing both the positive and negative aspects of social media use in educational settings and highlight 

the need for targeted interventions to support students in managing their social media use effectively. 

5. Discussion: 

The findings from this study illuminate the complex relationship between social media use and academic performance among students in Jharkhand, 

revealing both beneficial and detrimental effects influenced by various contextual factors. This discussion interprets the results, explores their 

implications, and suggests potential pathways for leveraging social media to enhance educational outcomes while mitigating its negative impacts. 

Conclusion 

This study provides a nuanced understanding of the relationship between social media use and academic performance among students in Jharkhand. 

The findings reveal a multifaceted interaction between these variables, shaped by socio-economic factors, educational level, and digital literacy. 

Key Insights: 

Diverse Impact of Social Media: The impact of social media on academic performance varies significantly across different socio-economic groups. 

While some students leverage social media for academic collaboration and resource sharing, others fall prey to distractions that negatively affect their 

studies. 

 

Role of Digital Literacy: Students with higher digital literacy tend to use social media more effectively as a learning tool. In contrast, those with 

limited skills often engage in unproductive usage, which correlates with lower academic performance. 

 

Educational Level Differences: The relationship between social media use and academic performance is also influenced by the educational level of 

the students. Higher education students, for instance, often utilize social media for networking and information exchange, which can enhance their 

academic experiences. 

 

Broader Implications: These findings underscore the necessity of developing tailored educational strategies that consider the socio-economic 

background and digital proficiency of students. The dual nature of social media—offering both opportunities and challenges-demands a balanced 

approach in educational settings. 

Recommendations: 

For Educators: Incorporate digital literacy programs into the curriculum to equip students with skills to navigate social media productively. Educators 

should also encourage the use of social media for academic purposes, such as study groups and academic discussions. 

For Policymakers: Develop policies that promote equitable access to digital resources, ensuring that all students can benefit from the positive aspects 

of social media. Support initiatives that provide training in digital literacy to enhance students' academic engagement. 
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For Researchers: Further studies are needed to explore the long-term effects of social media on academic performance across diverse populations. 

Future research should also examine the specific mechanisms through which social media influences learning outcomes.  

In Conclusion, understanding the complex relationship between social media use and academic performance can lead to more effective educational 

practices and policies that harness the benefits of digital engagement while mitigating its drawbacks 
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