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ABSTRACT: 

 The paper focuses on applying deep learning techniques in developing object detection and scene perception for enhanced levels of automation in autonomous 

vehicles. Since self-driving vehicles move around complex and dynamic environments, accurate perception of the surroundings is critical to safe and efficient 

operation. One of the primary modules of deep learning, CNNs have had phenomenal success working with visual inputs, and therefore can detect and classify 

objects such as vehicles and traffic signals with very high accuracy. The present research explores how CNNs make it possible to visualize a scene for an Automatic 

Vehicles in real-time by providing an efficient comprehension and explanation of the environment. The paper also points out deep learning advances coupled with 

progressive levels of automation, such as underlining how improved object detection and scene understanding eventually contribute towards the development of 

fully autonomous systems.  

 

Keywords: Deep learning, Levels of automation, Convolutional neural networks, Scene perception, Object detection, Autonomous vehicles. 

Introduction :- 

It presents the role of deep learning (DL) in enhancing object detection and scene perception in self-driving cars. Self-driving technology is poised to 

revolutionize transportation and societal interactions. The introduction emphasizes the necessity for autonomous vehicles to possess advanced perception 

and cognition capabilities to navigate complex real-world scenarios safely. It highlights the convolutional neural networks (CNNs), for tasks such as 

image classification and object detection. The paper aims to explore the operational requirements for fully autonomous vehicles, review historical 

advancements, and discuss promising future research directions in the field of DL and self-driving cars, ultimately addressing the potential for achieving 

human-level cognition in autonomous driving systems.    

Literature Survey:- 

The literature regarding self-driving cars identifies the increasing incorporation of artificial intelligence and machine learning, in particular CNNs, for 

making navigation systems better and safe for vehicles. Traditional automobile houses such as Tesla , combined with tech giants , have transformed the 

thought process of this technology by detecting environments around the vehicle through varying sensors such as radar and lidar. One of the most 

important approaches in computer vision tasks is CNNs, which have been shown to be quite effective for image classification and segmentation, which 

are crucial in autonomous driving. Significant proof in the literature suggests that CNNs can accurately process images, allowing them to identify the 

behavior of drivers and thus improve passenger safety and comfort. Such development of simulation environments, like the Udacity self-driving car 

simulator, has allowed training these models with highly accurate navigation tasks. In general, the literature indicates that the transformant CNNs offer 

enormous potential for the autonomous vehicle domain.  

1)Object detection:- 

Object detection is the method of computer vision that equips machines and computers with the ability to identify or locate objects in a  image or video. 

It is more than simple classification of an image because not only does it tell what's there in the image-for instance, "dog, car, tree," but also it tells exactly 

where an object is located in a frame, using bounding boxes. 
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 Key Components of Object Detection: 

1. 1.Object Classification:- It finds out what an object is-for example, a cat, a bicycle, a pedestrian. 

2. 2.Location:- The position of the object inside the image, usually given by a rectangular bounding box. 

3. Bounding Boxes:- Bounds which specify which portion in an image carries the object; this is commonly given as the top-left and bottom-right 

corners of a rectangle. 

 

How It Works: 

1. 1.An object detection model processes an image by subdividing it into regions or moving a sliding window. 

2. 2.It predicts what objects are present in each region and provides a bounding box around those objects. 

  
Most Used Algorithms of Object Detection: 

1. 1.R-CNN (Regions with Convolutional Neural Networks): They create region proposals first, and then classify each proposed region. 

2. 2.YOLO (You Only Look Once): It makes one pass over the image and does the actual task of object class prediction along with the bounding 

box so that it can do object detection in real time. 

3. 3.SSD (Single Shot Multibox Detector): detection architecture which learns to predict boxes at various scales using feature maps from different 

convolutional layers. 

In the realm of autonomous cars, scene perception is the vehicle's capability, real-time, to comprehend and understand its surroundings and make decisions 

like detecting obstacles, recognizing traffic signs, or following the road. A prominent method applied mainly in achieving scene perception in autonomous 

cars involves the use of Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs). These CNNs are one of the classes of deep learning models designed for processing 

visual data. 

Perception of Scenes in Autonomous Vehicles:- 

1. Input (Sensor Data):  

   Autonomous vehicles take 'snapshots' of their surroundings using different types of sensors, including camera, LiDAR, radar, and ultrasonic sensors. 

In this case, **camera data (images or video)** is particularly important because CNNs are highly efficient at processing visual data. 

2. Preprocessing: 

The raw image data from cameras are preprocessed either by resizing or normalizing data and sometimes applying data augmentation before feeding it 

to the CNN model. It is ensured that this preprocessing makes it feasible and robust for the model to work with such data. 

3. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs): 

   It processes the image data with a set of convolutional layers that learn spatial hierarchies of features automatically from the input. For example: 

➢ Early Layers: learn to identify simple features, like edges and textures. 

➢ Intermediate Layers: recognize more complex features, like shapes and objects (cars, pedestrians, traffic signs). 

➢ Deeper Layers: learn higher-level representations of the overall scene, say, road topology, intersections, and perhaps even weather conditions. 

4. Scene Understanding: 

The objective is to classify and segment different components of the driving environment: 

➢ Object Detection: Locate cars, pedestrians, cyclists, traffic lights, road signs, and identify them. 

➢ Semantic Segmentation: Classify every pixel in an image into categories such as road, sidewalk, buildings, sky, etc., and reveal the layout. 

➢ Depth Estimation: An estimate of how far away objects are from the car, useful for avoidance of obstacles and planning of paths. 

➢ Trajectory Prediction: Utilising CNNs to understand how other vehicles or pedestrians might move in the following few moments. 

5. Post-Processing & Decision Making: 

Then, the CNN continues the processing of data. So, the scene becomes a structured representation, for example, the 3D map, where the car can now tell 

which are drivable regions, avoid obstacles and hazards, and decide on actions such as lane change, stopping at the red light, or yielding to the pedestrian. 

Sensors:- 

All of these sensors in an autonomous vehicle- “LiDAR”, “Radar”, and “RGB cameras”-collectively provide full scene perception to understand 

surroundings of the car, detect objects, estimate distances, and navigate the path safely. Each of them has different advantages and limitations. Hence, 

they are used mainly together due to the complementary functionality. Let's talk about them one by one from below. 

 1. LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging):- 

Function: LiDAR uses laser beams to estimate the distance between the sensor and objects in an environment. It creates detailed 3D maps also known as 

a  **point cloud** of its surroundings. 

How it work: LiDAR pulses laser beams - or light waves - and measures how long it takes for such pulses to bounce back off a reflected object. That 

time-of-flight information is translated into distance measurements and allows the system to map objects in space around the vehicle in 3D. 

Advantages: 

1. High Accuracy: The LiDAR technology will measure distance very accurately, which is precisely the basis for the interpretation of where 

things are in the environment. 
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2. Besides that, it will also produce highly detailed 3D point clouds, which represent the environment in much detail. It, therefore, has a spatial 

understanding of its surroundings. 

3. Functions well under Low Light: LiDAR does not rely on ambient light like RGB cameras, so it can function effectively in lowlight or night 

conditions. 

 

Limitations:- 

1. Weather Sensitivity: LiDAR is weather sensitive because adverse weather conditions such as rain, snow, and fog scatter or reflect laser beams 

off particles. 

2. Cost: LiDAR sensors are expensive, though costs are falling fast with the fast pace of technological improvement. 

3. Range: Generally, it has a shorter effective distance than radar, about 200 to 300 meters. 

Application In the case of self-driving cars, LiDAR is primarily used for: 

To create an incredibly accurate 3D map of the vehicle's surroundings. 

 Obstacles, road boundaries, and other objects on the path. 

Enhance localization to pinpoint the vehicle's exact position in space relative to the environment. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Radar (Radio Detection and Ranging) 

Function: Radar uses radio waves. This allows it to detect objects and measure their distance, speed, and relative velocity. Its primary application in 

systems is for the detection of moving objects and is excellent over long distances. 

How it works: Radar sends out radio waves, and when the waves hit an object, they bounce back to the sensor. The information concerning time and 

frequency shift (that is Doppler effect) of the returned waves enables radar systems to know both the distance of the object and its velocity 

Advantages 

1. Long Range: Radar detects objects at distances greater than 200 meters. Thus, it becomes quite effective in highway driving and detecting 

vehicles some distance ahead. 

2. All-Weather Capability: All in all, Radar is pretty reliable in different weather conditions like rain, snow, and fog which can be bad enough 

to degrade LiDAR and cameras' performance. 

3. Speed Measurement: Radar can directly measure the speed of moving objects. This becomes an important task for adaptive cruise control, 

collision avoidance, or tracking other vehicles. 

Limitations: 

1. Lower Resolution: The spatial resolution offered by radar is less detailed compared to LiDAR or cameras, making it less effective in identifying 

the exact shape or type of an object. 

2. Limited Vertical Detection: Traditional radar systems are also equipped with limited vertical resolution, which makes the system less favorable 

when trying to identify the elevation of objects, for instance, a tree branch hanging low. 

  
   Application: In autonomous cars, radar is widely deployed for: 

• Detection of the presence of other vehicles and their speeds in adaptive cruise control and collision avoidance. 

• Monitor the surrounding traffic and track movement of the surrounding objects. 

• They will work during poor weather conditions, where cameras fail to operate altogether. 
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 3. RGB Cameras (Visible Light Cameras) 

Use: RGB cameras capture images in the visible spectrum (red, green, blue light) as the human eye perceives the world. These cameras provide rich 

visual information: color, texture, and contrast can be important for sign and traffic light recognition and for the definition of road markings, etc. 

How it works: An RGB camera captures the light reflected by the objects in the scene to generate an image. Such images can then be passed through 

different techniques in computer vision, such as the CNN for object detection, classification, and recognition purposes. 

 

Advantages : 

1. Very high detail: RGB cameras are useful for very high detail images with color information, such as reading signs, traffic signal detection, 

and observing pedestrians. 

2. Object recognition: Cameras can identify the specific objects (like a stop sign, pedestrian, or vehicle) important to understand the driving 

environment. 

3. Low Cost: Cameras are usually cheaper as compared to sensors such as LiDAR and Radar. 

 

Limitations: 

1. Sensitivity to Lighting: RGB cameras have a huge reliance on lighting and would not work so well in low light, nighttime, or during bright 

sunlight. 

2. Limited Depth Information: Cameras cannot natively see depth. With the techniques “stereo vision” or “monocular depth estimation, where 

depth can theoretically be inferred from images, they are still much less accurate than LiDAR or Radar at distance. 

3. Weather Sensitivity: Cameras do poorly in adverse weather conditions where vision may be occluded by precipitation, snow, or fog. 

 
Usage: RGB cameras in an autonomous vehicle are used in order to: 

Detect and recognize objects, such as pedestrians, cars, traffic signs, and traffic lights. 

Lane detection and also traffic sign reading 

Elements of infrastructure and visual feedback for support with driving, path planning, and decision-making. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METHODOLOGY:- 

1)CNN:- 

The image you have provided above displays a highly idealized model of the “Convolutional Neural Network (CNN)” and remains one of the top 

architectures used in machine learning, especially in such applications as image recognition. Regarding “self-driving cars”, such architecture remains 

very crucial for how a self-driven car perceives and understands its environment. Now let's break down each stage with its relation to self-driving an 

autonomous car: 
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 1. Input Image (Left Side) 

• Input image can be a camera feed or any other visual data, capturing the surroundings of the car like road signs, lane markings, pedestrians, 

other vehicles. 

• How it's treated: The pixel values in the input image are encoded as a matrix of numbers, such as the binary numbers shown in. These numbers 

represent how much color or brightness is present at each point in the image. 

2. Convolutional Layer 

• It applies a number of filters or kernels over the input image so as to extract key features in the image, such as edges, textures, or shapes. 

These filters are used so as to detect crucial aspects within the image, such as lanes, road signs, or pedestrians by scanning the image in small 

patches. 

• Relation to self-driving cars: These features may be used by the car to identify essential elements of its environment (e.g. lanes, traffic lights, 

stop signs) to make decisions about safety. 

 3.Pooling Layer 

• the image data while retaining the majority of the important information. Normally, you use max pooling, which looks at the maximum value 

in each patch of the image. 

• Relation to autonomous cars: Pooling reduces complexity through a model in which only the most important features (such as, for instance, 

the most prominent lane markers ) are kept, thus allowing for better processing of information by the system. 

4. Flattening 

• This data after the convolution and pooling layers of application, is flattened into one vector. It does this in order that the image data fed to 

the fully connected layers of the neural network be a single vector. 

• Connection to driverless cars: Flattening works to convert the processed visual data into a pattern that can be used when making decisions, 

like deciding if the object in front of the car is a pedestrian or a vehicle. 

 5. Dense Layer (Fully Connected Layer) 

• In this layer all neurons connect to every neuron in the prior layer. Here, the network understands the features that were extracted from the 

convolutional and pooling layers. It collates and processes all this information so that it may be able to predict things. 

• Relationship to self-driving cars: It would, therefore, take its conclusions, decisions, and classifications of objects such as identifying whether 

pedestrians are on the road, how to identify traffic lights, or if it understands which one is the best route path in the given scenario. 

 6. Output Layer 

• What it represents: The final layer is the output layer, which generates the final predictions or classification. In the above figure, four classes 

that would represent the output are presented: Y1, Y2, Y3, and Y4. They may be different kinds of outputs or predictions. 

• Ties to Self-driving cars: The output layer could be used for the classification of various objects in the environment, like pedestrians, other 

cyclists or road users, vehicles, or traffic signs. It could also give the best driving action to take, which might be to stop, accelerate, or turn 

left or right. 

Levels of Driving Automation 

The picture illustrates the “6 Levels of Driving Automation” according to the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE). These levels differentiate based 

on how much automation your automobile possesses, from 0 as non-automative to 5 as fully automated. Let's look a little deeper into each one: 
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Level 0: No Driving Automation 

• Description: The vehicle is entirely manually controlled. The aspect of **no automation** means that the driver is responsible for every single 

thing-including steering, braking, accelerating, and attending to the environment. 

• Driver Role: The driver does everything and is always on the lookout. 

• Example: A manual old car devoid of even the slightest automated helper, where the driver does everything for themselves. 

 

 Level 1: Driver Assistance 

Description: This level includes primary ADAS that would either steer or brake/accelerate. Such features are not intended to operate in both systems 

together. A driver remains fully in charge and responsible for monitoring the surroundings and regulating the vehicle. 

 Driver Role: A driver is highly engaged, yet information on any given matters- adaptive cruise control or lane-keeping assistance-is provided. 

- Example: Lane centering or adaptive cruise control which may modify the vehicle's speed but still requires the driver to steer the vehicle. 

 
Level 2: Conditional Driving Automation 

Description This level of ADAS systems can steer and brake/accelerate the vehicle at one time but only under specific conditions. It is the first level 

where the vehicle will be able to handle parts of the driving task simultaneously. In this level, however, the driver is supposed to fully engage in the act 

as well, since they can immediately resume control.  

• Driver Role: The driver continues to focus on the road and must maintain his or her hands on the steering wheel and eyes on the road for the 

vehicle to take control if needed. 

• Example: Tesla Autopilot or GM Super Cruise, which temporarily can take over steering and control of speed within certain circumstances 

but requires attention from the driver. 

 
 Level 3: Conditional Driving Automation 

Description: At this level, the car would be capable of performing all elements of the driving task** for particular environmental conditions (such as 

freeways). Such a system could decide when to cut into another lane and how to guide the car in traffic. But the driver would need to be ready at all times 

to retake control if the system requires this end. 

• Driver Role: The driver does not need to be fully focused on the driving task, but must be able to take control at any point when the system 

requests it. 

• Example: Audi A8's Traffic Jam Pilot autonomous piloting system, which can, in theory, take over driving at certain traffic conditions-though 

the technology has seen few deployments to date due to regulatory barriers and concerns in such countries as Germany. 

 

Level 4: High Driving Automation 

Description: In this level, the vehicle can perform all its driving tasks and keep observing everything around itself without human interventions in any 

specific situations or geofenced areas, such as city centers or highways. No human intervention is needed, as nobody has to pay attention from inside, but 

some operational limitations remain (for example, particular routes or certain conditions such as good visibility). 

• Driver Role: Humans are more like passengers in this scenario. They do not have to pay attention to the road anymore, at least in principle, 

but might still need to intervene if the vehicle loses its delimited area of operation. 

• Example: Waymo or Cruise Automation at some cities with self-driving taxis operating in a specific, predefined area without input from the 

driver at all times. 

 
Level 5: Full Driving Automation 

• - Description: The automobile is fully self-driving and can  accommodate all driving tasks under   all conditions, like city drives, highways, 

or different types of weather conditions. There is no need for even a human driver and it does not even require conventional driving controls 

like a steering wheel and pedals. 

• Driver Role: There is no driver at all. The passengers are basically just passengers, and the vehicle takes care of all the driving tasks 

autonomously. 

• Example: A fully autonomous car : human occupants never need to drive. Here, this level forms the ideal autonomous driving scenario, but 

does not exist yet in reality. 

Summary: 

Levels 0-2 compose stages where the driver is still engaged and has to be attentive to the road but has various automated functions supporting these 

efforts. 

 

Levels 3-5 is generally regarded as stages of automated driving systems (ADS): the vehicle could assume responsibility for most or all  of the driving 

tasks at this stage, but with progressively higher levels of independence. At Level 5, human interaction is fully removed from the driving process. 

 

The overall technology, safety, and convenience associated with autonomous vehicles have progressed from Level 0 to Level 5. Most commercially 

available cars fall under Level 2 while Level 3 is being developed and tested. 
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Results:- 

Deep learning applications for object detection and scene perception in self-driving cars, focusing on the capabilities and limitations of current 

technologies in autonomous vehicles. It discusses CNNs and other deep learning models that enhance the perception of driving environments by 

identifying objects, predicting movement, and processing multimodal data from sensors like LiDAR, cameras, and radar. The paper emphasizes the 

importance of multimodal sensor fusion to improve decision-making accuracy, especially under challenging conditions like low visibility and complex 

road layouts. Additionally, it outlines key challenges, including computational intensity and the ethical considerations surrounding fully autonomous 

driving.  

Conclusion: 

Autonomous bikes: 

Independent bicycles can employ CNNs for perception and decision-making systems to interpret the environment around them and make decisions on 

navigation. The highly skilled capabilities of CNNs in handling image processing make them vital aspects of the sense-making work for independent 

bicycles. CNNs help independent bicycles by allowing them to recognize an object, read road conditions, and describe physical obstructions in their 

surroundings. Here's a breakdown of the mechanism of CNNs in independent bike systems: 

 

1. Visual Perception and Object Detection 

- Image Processing: The cycling camera captures real-time continuous visual data about the environment. CNNs process these images in identifyin 

  - Obstacle Detection: Obstacles detected in real-time through use of CNN-based algorithms that are object detection types like YOLO (You Only Look 

Once) or SSD (Single Shot Detector). 

 

2. Semantic Segmentation for Path Planning 

   -Understanding Road Layout: Using large-scale datasets, CNNs enable images to be segmented into classes like road, sidewalk, and obstacles; hence 

providing accurate spatial information to the bike regarding which places are drivable and where this bike has to go to so as to keep paths and not deviate 

from lanes. 

- Lane detection. Specifically, CNN architectures for this would be useful in keeping the bike on lane while navigating, especially during high-density 

traffic areas. 

- Depth and distance calculation: The bike will be able to determine the depth and distance of objects in its line of view using CNNs and stereo cameras 

or other monocular depth estimation models. This is highly important in making safe decisions whether to stop or decelerate. 

- Scene Understanding: Some CNNs categorize the entire scene, for instance, an intersection, a crosswalk, or a roundabout, which might inform the bike 

when it should slow down, stop, or continue. 

 

4. Motion Prediction 

Predict movement of the pedestrian or other vehicles using CNNs together with RNNs or LSTMs: This would help the bike be proactive and avoid 

collisions by making appropriate adjustments. 

This aims to train the bike how to safely navigate patterns in differently environed surroundings by exploiting CNNs as part of the behavioral cloning 

process from human biking data. 

 

5. Sensor Fusion Systems Integration 

- Multi-Sensor Fusion Outputs from the CNNs are typically fused with data coming from other sensors, such as LIDAR, radar, and GPS. That would 

provide a rich view of the bike's surroundings, thereby making the decisions more accurate and more robust. 

That is, CNNs are what make self-balancing bike technology capable of real-time perception and comprehension of the environment in a way that's all-

important to autonomous navigation. Additionally, they are part of this large set of algorithms and sensors that can engage together to ensure secure and 

efficient cycling without human intervention. 

 

REFERENCES: 

 

[1]Garikapati, D.; Shetiya, S.S. Autonomous Vehicles: Evolution of Artificial Intelligence and the Current Industry Landscape. Big Data Cogn. Comput. 

2024, 8, 42.  

[2] G. Melo, N. Nascimento, P. Alencar and D. Cowan, "Identifying Factors That Impact Levels of Automation in Autonomous Systems," in IEEE Access, 

vol. 11, pp. 56437-56452, 2023, doi: 10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3282617. 

[3] Dai Z, Guan Z, Chen Q, Xu Y, Sun F. Enhanced Object Detection in Autonomous Vehicles through LiDAR—Camera Sensor Fusion. World Electric 

Vehicle Journal. 2024. 

[4] Udink Aulia, Iskandar Hasanuddin, Muhammad Dirhamsyah, Nasaruddin Nasaruddin,A new CNN-BASED object detection system for autonomous 

mobile robots based on real-world vehicle datasets,Heliyon,Volume 10, Issue 15,2024,e35247,ISSN 2405-8440, 

[5] Inagaki, T., Sheridan, T.B. A critique of the SAE conditional driving automation definition, and analyses of options for improvement. Cogn Tech 

Work 21, 569–578 (2019). 



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol (5), Issue (11), November (2024), Page – 4220-4227                         4227 

 

[6] Abhishek Gupta, Alagan Anpalagan, Ling Guan, Ahmed Shaharyar Khwaja,Deep learning for object detection and scene perception in self-driving 

cars: Survey, challenges, and open issues,Array,Volume 10,2021,100057,ISSN 2590-0056. 

[7] Li-Hua Wen, Kang-Hyun Jo,Deep learning-based perception systems for autonomous driving: A comprehensive survey,Neurocomputing,Volume 

489,2022,Pages 255-270,ISSN 0925-2312. 

[8] Wu, Di & Yang, Feng & Xu, Benlian & Liao, Pan & Liu, Bo. (2024). A Survey of Deep Learning Based Radar and Vision Fusion for 3D Object 

Detection in Autonomous Driving. 10.48550/arXiv.2406.00714.  

[9] Sonata, Ilvico & Heryadi, Y & Lukas, Lukas & Wibowo, A. (2021).  Journal of Physics: Conference Series. 1869. 10.1088/1742-6596/1869/1/012071 

[10] S. Campbell et al., "Sensor Technology in Autonomous Vehicles : A review," 2018 29th Irish Signals and Systems Conference (ISSC), Belfast, UK, 

2018, pp. 1-4, doi: 10.1109/ISSC.2018.8585340. 

[11] Royo S, Ballesta-Garcia M. An Overview of Lidar Imaging Systems for Autonomous Vehicles. Applied Sciences. 2019; 9(19):4093. 

[12] Ayala, Rodrigo & Khan Mohd, Tauheed. (2021). Sensors in Autonomous Vehicles: A Survey. Journal of Autonomous Vehicles and Systems. 1. 1-

16. 10.1115/1.4052991.  

[13] Henry Alexander Ignatious, Hesham-El- Sayed, Manzoor Khan,An overview of sensors in Autonomous Vehicles,Procedia Computer 

Science,Volume 198,2022,Pages 736-741,ISSN 1877-0509. 

[14]A. Pravallika, M. F. Hashmi and A. Gupta, "Deep Learning Frontiers in 3D Object Detection: A Comprehensive Review for Autonomous Driving," 

in IEEE Access, doi: 10.1109/ACCESS.2024.3456893.  

[15] Rawashdeh, Nathir & Bos, Jeremy & Abu-Alrub, Nader. (2021). Drivable path detection using CNN sensor fusion for autonomous driving in the 

snow. 5. 10.1117/12.2587993. 


