International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 11, pp 2095-2098 November 2024

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews

Journal homepage: www.ijrpr.com ISSN 2582-7421

N

WWW.IJRPR.COM

A Study of Effective Lead Generation Strategies for Personal Loans at
HDFC Bank

Sonar Saurabh Gajanan

Indira School of Business Studies PGDM, Pune

ABSTRACT:

This study explores and enhances lead generation strategies within HDFC Bank’s Personal Loan Department, with a focus on improving lead quality and conversion
rates to drive customer acquisition and satisfaction. Using a mix of hands-on activities—such as cold Calling and follow-ups— the research identified significant
opportunities to optimize the lead management process. Key challenges uncovered included a high volume of unqualified leads, delays in follow-up responses, and
limited data analytics for tracking lead performance. To address these, the study recommends enhancing the bank’s CRM system with automated follow-ups, lead
scoring, and advanced analytics, along with refined lead qualification criteria and personalized customer communication. The findings provide actionable insights
for optimizing lead generation in the personal loan segment, with future work recommended on leveraging social media, referral partnerships, and long-term
tracking of conversion rates to assess the impact of these improvements.
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l. Introduction

The banking industry is intensely competitive, with financial institutions striving to attract and retain customers for various products, including personal
loans. Lead generation, which involves identifying and cultivating potential customers, is a critical component of a bank's marketing and sales strategy.
Effective lead generation strategies not only drive business growth but also ensure a steady stream of customers who are genuinely interested in the bank's
offerings.

I1. Literature review

1. This Report contains “A Study on Factors affecting the growth of personal loan as a product at HDFC Bank™. Objectives of this study were to understand
the different factors affecting the growth of personal loan. This study therefore sought to find out the factors affecting the growth of personal loans in
HDFC Bank. Personal loans are the fastest growing products of unsecured credit facilities in spite of high interest rate, due to smart positioning of the
product by financial institutions. Personal loans are the easy option of people for financial requirements as they do not attract collateral and with a little
practical formality to obtain them. The research focuses on the current trend of personal loans and the factors that influence the trend from different
perceptions of borrowers. The research also 55 reviews that the recent growth in personal loan is healthier in the banking system and at the same time,
the consumers are utilizing it for the right purposes. This study observed that there is a growth in dispersal of personal loan by HDFC Bank. The report
provides comprehensive analysis of the trend, information and insight on to the driver supporting the growth of personal loans in HDFC Bank. The study
adopted a descriptive design in its methodology. The target population was personal loan customers of HDFC Bank. A random sample method is used to
collect data from customers using questionnaires.100 respondents; i.e. 20 each from 5 branches. Randomly 20 customers from each branch having
personal loan where picked to complete a questionnaire. Primary data was collected by questionnaire method. The outcome was that the level of interest
rate was found to have influenced the decision on where to borrow to a great extent and the respondents suggested its reduction. It was also evident that
competition from other banks affected the respondents demand for personal loans in HDFC. The conditions and procedures are the least important factor
affecting the demand for personal loans.

2. This research work is descriptive and empirical work and the researcher used primary and secondary data to complete the research work. The total
research work was completed in five major chapters. Meaning, Introduction, study of literature, research method, data analysis and results and conclusions
and results. Study is focus on latest current customer perception towards personal loans.

3. Guard against financial risks, reduce bad loans, increase the ability to identity risk of commercial banks, the key is risk warning. In view of the
increasing proportion of personal loans in banking business, it is particularly important to warning personal loans default risk. Commercial bank lending
itself is a complex nonlinear system, using general linear theory is difficult to objectively reflect the laws of this, this paper uses rough set and BP neural
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network. Personal loan default index first constructed, and then use rough sets to streamline, and then BP neural network was trained on the samples to
determine risk of default. Results showed that rough set and BP neural network test samples of prediction accuracy.

4. Personal loan marketing is a critical decision for a commercial bank's development of its consumer finance business in Taiwan because this business
comprises majority of the bank's revenues. Efficiently and effectively reaching customers who have a high level of intention to borrow money is an
important goal of banks in such marketing campaigns. The purpose of this research is to assist a commercial bank in developing a marketing model for
estimating customers' intention to apply for personal loans from a market segment of customers who has already used the other banks' revolving credit
of credit cards and are thus 56 considered as potential customers for personal loans. Data mining techniques, including logistic regression, decision tree,
neural networks, and support vector machines, are adopted in the model development. This research yields some interesting findings and demonstrates
the effectiveness and efficiency of data mining in developing target marketing models for commercial banks.

5. This paper explores the influences of the approved results of loans cases, the loan applicants’ socioeconomic attributes in the decision of personal loan.
The results can improve the credit quality and avoid the misjudgment of screening personal loan customers and also establish a better personal loan risk
management forecasting model. The main purpose of the present paper was to evaluate significance of loan applicant socioeconomic attributes on personal
loan decision in the local private commercial banks of Pakistan. The statistical techniques, descriptive and logistic regression were used. The model
identified that out of six independent variables, region, residence status and year with the current organization have significant impact on personal loan
decision.

6. In the present life of an individual finance is an important aspect. This finance is provided by banks to almost all the individuals and all types of
business enterprises. Banks provide loans for agriculture, industry, trade, commerce and personal needs of individuals. The growth of banking sector has
been highly depending on the needs of the customers, cost of service offered, level of income, repaying capacity, expectation of the customer and the
service quality. The banking system is facing challenges with stiff competition and advancement of technology. It becomes imperative for service
providers to meet or exceed the target customer's satisfaction with quality of services expected by them. Hence, the present study is an attempt to know
the customers' perception towards different banks and the problems faced while borrowing the loans from the banks. It also throws light on the quality of
services, both transaction based and IT enabled in terms of its constituent factors in public sector, private sector and foreign banks.

I11. Objectives

* To study the importance of rate of interest and payback period during purchase of personal loan.

* To study the importance of ancillary services during processing and disbursing of personal loan.

* To study the importance of customer friendly environment on customer preferences towards personal loan.
* To spread awareness about various benefits of taking loans through online banking.

* To assist customer in applying product/ service through online mode.

* To understand the responses and views of the customers of HDFC Bank.

* To study about PL disbursement process of HDFC bank to know about the short term and low cost personal loan.

IV. Project Details

Brief of the Task Done by Intern

During the internship at HDFC Bank's Personal Loan (PL) Department, the intern was involved in several tasks aimed at selling personal loans and
learning about various banking products. The core tasks included:

. Customer Data Analysis and Cold Calling:

The intern was provided with customer data, by various parameters like company category, loan eligibility, and previous loan history and 10 Sec Offer,
Using software like DSSE, FINNONE, FINACLE, FLEXICUBE and CRM, the intern filtered potential leads and initiated contact through cold calls.

. Direct Messaging:

In addition to cold calling, the intern sent direct messages to potential customers to inform them about loan offers, eligibility, and benefits.
. Eligibility and Document Verification:

The intern checked customer eligibility using criteria like 3 Month salary Slip, 6 Month Salary Statement
* Lead Generation:

The intern contributed to lead generation efforts by continuously following up with interested customers, answering their queries, and explaining the loan
terms.
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. Customer Interaction and Relationship Management:

Apart from handling potential loan customers, the intern was exposed to other banking products (credit cards, home loans, savings accounts) and learned
how to cross-sell these products.

Output Generated at the End of Each Task

. Cold Calling/Direct Messaging:

Generated leads from interested customers. Increased customer awareness of the personal loan products.

. Document & Eligibility Verification:

A clear report on whether a customer is eligible for a loan or not, including a summary of verified documents and loan eligibility.
. Lead Generation:

Successful conversion of potential leads into customers. Lead status updates in CRM for tracking purposes.

. Customer Handling/Product Learning:

Enhanced customer relationships and cross-selling opportunities. Product knowledge regarding the bank's offerings improved.
Data/Format/Structures Created for Each Task

+ Cold Calling and Lead Generation:

Data Format:

Customer lists filtered by company category, salary bracket, and loan eligibility.

Structures Used:

Maintain the Record of Data In Notebook

« Eligibility and Document Verification:

Data Format:

Digital records of customer documents (credit history reports) stored within FINNONE and CRM software.
Structures Used:

Salary documents, credit history, and existing loan information stored in structured formats within FINNONE
Lead Generation:

Data Format:

CRM lead status (new lead, follow-up required, converted lead).

Structures Used:

Updated CRM entries with complete details of customer interaction, application process, and loan approval status.

V. Limitations

®  The project faced several limitations that impacted its overall effectiveness.

®  The short internship duration constrained the ability to fully implement and evaluate long-term lead generation strategies, limiting the
observation of their sustained impact.

®  The project also relied heavily on cold calling as the primary method of lead generation.

° Moreover, resource constraints, such as limited access to advanced marketing tools and data analytics, restricted the depth of analysis on lead
behavior and conversion rates, ultimately affecting the ability to make more data-driven decisions.
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