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ABSTRACT :

Social media platforms have become powerful tools for communication and discussion, especially among youth, who are often the most active users. This research
investigates the impact of social media on the evolving mindsets of the youth in Raipur city, India. Using a survey-based methodology, data was collected through
questionnaires distributed to 300 sampled youths. A non-random sampling technique was used to select participants, with a return rate of 95% after the completion
of questionnaires. The study aimed to fulfill four key objectives: (1) To analyze the influence of social media on the social life of Raipur’s youth, (2) To assess the
most preferred and beneficial social media platforms for the youth, (3) To evaluate youth attitudes toward social media and measure the amount of time spent on
these platforms, and (4) To recommend ways for utilizing social media effectively for educating and informing the youth in a positive direction.

The collected data was analyzed using frequency, percentage, and mean score techniques. The findings reveal that the majority of respondents agree that social
media significantly influences their social interactions and behavior. Among social media platforms, Instagram emerged as the most popular, followed by Facebook
and WhatsApp. A substantial portion of the respondents (42%) reported accessing social media primarily through their mobile devices. Respondents also expressed
concerns about the impact of social media, highlighting issues such as exposure to unwanted content and its negative effect on academic performance. While many
respondents acknowledged the educational benefits of social media, they also noted its role in eroding social values, spreading misinformation, and fostering
divisions among different social and religious communities. Social media was found to play a crucial role in increasing political awareness among the youth of
Raipur.
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Introduction :

The advent of social media has revolutionized communication, interaction, and the consumption of information in modern society. Particularly for youth,
social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, and Snapchat have become ubiquitous, shaping their worldviews, self-concepts,
and behaviors. Social media allows young people to connect with peers, express their identities, and access information that was previously difficult to
obtain. However, the rapid adoption of these platforms has brought with it concerns about mental health, self-esteem, and overall well-being.

Raipur, the capital of Chhattisgarh, India, presents a compelling case for analyzing the impact of social media on youth. As a city in transition, Raipur
has experienced a surge in internet penetration, smartphone usage, and overall technological growth in recent years. This development has been
accompanied by an increase in social media engagement among its young population, mirroring national and global trends. The purpose of this study is
to examine the specific effects of social media on the youth of Raipur, with a focus on both the positive and negative dimensions. By exploring the impact
on mental health, academic performance, social interactions, and identity formation, this study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the role of
social media in shaping the experiences of Raipur’s youth.

Social media plays an integral role in the lives of young people across the globe. It has transformed how individuals communicate, form relationships,
and interact with society at large. For many young people, social media is not just a platform for casual interaction but a vital tool for self-expression and
identity formation. The ability to share personal stories, express opinions, and participate in global conversations gives them a sense of agency in a rapidly
changing world.

One of the primary appeals of social media to youth is its capacity to bridge geographic boundaries, allowing them to connect with others who share
similar interests, challenges, or cultural backgrounds. Social media platforms provide a space where young people can find support networks, engage in
social causes, and explore new ideas. However, this same connectivity can lead to a variety of negative consequences, including cyberbullying, exposure
to harmful content, and social isolation.

India, with one of the largest youth populations in the world, has witnessed a tremendous growth in internet and smartphone usage over the past decade.
The proliferation of affordable smartphones, coupled with government initiatives to increase internet access, has dramatically changed the digital
landscape of the country. Social media platforms are now an essential part of daily life for many young Indians, providing them with access to information,
entertainment, and social interaction. According to reports, India is home to more than 400 million social media users, with a large portion of this
demographic being under the age of 30.
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Raipur, as the capital of Chhattisgarh, has been part of this digital transformation. The city’s youth, particularly those in urban areas, have embraced
social media as a key aspect of their lives. However, the digital divide between urban and rural areas still persists, leading to differing levels of access to
social media and its impacts on different segments of the population. As this study focuses on Raipur’s urban youth, it provides insights into how social
media usage has permeated their lives, and how they navigate the complexities of the online world.

One of the most significant positive impacts of social media is its ability to provide educational opportunities and access to information. For the youth of
Raipur, platforms like YouTube, LinkedIn, and educational forums allow students to access free tutorials, courses, and learning materials. This has
democratized education to some extent, offering resources that may not be available in traditional educational settings. Students can connect with subject
matter experts, participate in online study groups, and share knowledge with their peers.

Additionally, social media platforms have become vital for skill development. Many young people in Raipur use these platforms to learn about topics
such as coding, graphic design, digital marketing, and entrepreneurship. This is particularly important in a rapidly evolving job market, where traditional
educational pathways may not fully equip students with the skills needed for future careers.

Social media platforms offer youth a creative outlet where they can express themselves through writing, photography, video production, and art. Platforms
like Instagram and TikTok, for example, allow young people to share their talents, whether it be in the form of creative photos, dance videos, or artistic
expressions. This form of creative self-expression has empowered many young individuals in Raipur to showcase their talents and gain recognition
beyond their local communities.

Young artists, musicians, and performers can use social media to reach wider audiences, collaborate with others, and receive feedback on their work.
This ability to express themselves in a global space fosters creativity and boosts self-confidence, giving them a sense of achievement and purpose.
Social media has also emerged as a powerful tool for civic engagement and activism. Youth in Raipur have used platforms such as Facebook and Twitter
to raise awareness about social issues, organize events, and participate in local and global movements. Whether it’s advocating for environmental causes,
supporting marginalized communities, or mobilizing for political change, social media provides a platform for young people to become more socially
conscious and actively involved in their communities.

The ability to share information quickly and mobilize people around important issues has contributed to a more engaged and informed youth population.
Social media has enabled young people in Raipur to participate in broader societal conversations, allowing them to voice their opinions and make a
difference.

While social media offers many opportunities, it also poses significant risks, particularly concerning mental health. Studies have shown that excessive
use of social media can contribute to feelings of anxiety, depression, and loneliness. For the youth of Raipur, constant exposure to idealized portrayals of
life on platforms like Instagram can lead to unrealistic expectations and feelings of inadequacy.

Moreover, the phenomenon of cyberbullying has become a growing concern in Raipur, as it has in many parts of the world. Young people are vulnerable
to online harassment, hate speech, and bullying, which can have severe emotional and psychological consequences. The anonymity provided by social
media platforms can embolden individuals to engage in harmful behaviors, leaving victims with limited recourse to address the abuse.

Social media platforms are designed to be engaging and immersive, which can lead to addictive behaviors. Many young people in Raipur spend hours
scrolling through their feeds, engaging with content, and seeking validation through likes, comments, and shares. This can lead to a dependence on social
media, where individuals feel compelled to check their accounts regularly, even to the detriment of their daily responsibilities.

The addictive nature of social media can also have a negative impact on academic performance. Students may find themselves distracted by social media
notifications during study time, leading to procrastination and a decline in academic achievement. For some youth, the pressure to maintain an active
online presence can lead to stress and burnout.

While social media facilitates communication and connection, it can also have a detrimental effect on real-life relationships. Young people in Raipur may
spend more time interacting with others online than in person, which can weaken face-to-face communication skills. The rise of digital communication
has led to concerns about the erosion of interpersonal skills, such as empathy, active listening, and non-verbal communication.

In addition, the superficial nature of online interactions can contribute to a sense of social isolation. While social media allows users to connect with a
wide network of people, these connections may lack the depth and intimacy of real-life relationships. This can leave young people feeling isolated despite
being constantly connected to others online.

For many young people in Raipur, social media plays a significant role in shaping their identities. Adolescence and young adulthood are critical periods
for identity development, and social media provides a space where young people can experiment with different aspects of their personalities, values, and
beliefs. Platforms such as Instagram and TikTok allow youth to curate an online persona that may or may not reflect their true selves.

This ability to construct an online identity can be both empowering and problematic. On one hand, social media allows young people to explore different
facets of their identities and receive feedback from their peers. On the other hand, the pressure to conform to certain trends or social norms can lead to a
sense of inauthenticity and self-doubt.

Young people may also feel pressure to present a polished version of their lives online, leading to a phenomenon known as "social comparison.” This
occurs when individuals compare themselves to others based on the curated images and posts they see on social media, which can lead to feelings of
inadequacy and low self-esteem.

The impact of social media on the youth of Raipur is multifaceted, with both positive and negative dimensions. On the one hand, social media provides
young people with valuable opportunities for education, creativity, and civic engagement. On the other hand, it poses significant risks to mental health,
social relationships, and identity development. As social media continues to evolve, it is essential for parents, educators, and policymakers to understand
its influence on youth and to develop strategies for mitigating its negative effects.

By focusing on the youth of Raipur, this study highlights the specific ways in which social media shapes the lives of young people in a rapidly changing
urban environment. As Raipur’s youth navigate the digital landscape, they must find ways to balance the benefits of social media with the challenges it
presents, ensuring that their engagement with these platforms enhances their well-being rather than detracting from it.

Social media has emerged as one of the most influential forms of media, offering a wide array of functionalities such as messaging, image sharing, video
content, and real-time communication across global networks. It is not only one of the fastest-growing media platforms but also the most accessible and
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affordable, making it popular across all age groups. In recent years, there has been a noticeable shift, especially among youth, from traditional media such
as television and radio to social media platforms. This trend is particularly evident in Raipur City, where social media usage among the youth has grown
exponentially. The increasing popularity of social media among young people has raised several questions about its broader social, cultural, and
psychological impacts.

This study focuses on understanding how social media influences various aspects of the lives of Raipur’s youth, including their lifestyle, social behavior,
educational pursuits, political awareness, physical activities, and overall development. It explores the transformative role that social media plays in
shaping youth culture and behavior in Raipur, taking into account both its positive and negative effects. Key aspects of the study include social media’s
role in fostering educational growth, promoting cultural and political awareness, and its impact on physical health and social relationships.

The findings of this research are grounded in a comprehensive literature review and a survey conducted among youth in Raipur. According to Kaplan
(2010), social media consists of internet-based applications that allow for the creation and exchange of user-generated content, a phenomenon observed
widely among Raipur’s youth. Additionally, as highlighted by Merriam-Webster, youth is a critical phase in an individual’s development, making it
essential to examine how media consumption, particularly through social platforms, impacts young people’s socialization, education, and future
opportunities. In Raipur, social media has become an indispensable tool for acquiring knowledge, improving communication skills, and staying informed
about social, cultural, and political developments.

The results of this study also align with global research projects like the Internet and American Life Project, which explore the multifaceted impact of the
internet and social media on different dimensions of life. Similar trends are observed in Raipur, where platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
YouTube have bridged social divides, facilitated the exchange of ideas, and created new virtual communities. While these platforms offer numerous
benefits, they also pose challenges such as exposure to misinformation, online harassment, and addictive behaviors.

This study concludes that social media plays a significant role in shaping the lives of Raipur’s youth, offering opportunities for education and personal
growth while also presenting challenges that need to be addressed. It calls for responsible usage of social media and emphasizes the need for educational
programs that teach youth how to engage with these platforms in ways that enhance their well-being and contribute positively to their personal and
academic development.

2. Literature Review :

1. Kaplan, A. M., & Haenlein, M. (2010)

In their seminal work, Kaplan and Haenlein describe social media as a collection of internet-based platforms built on Web 2.0 technologies, enabling the
creation and sharing of user-generated content. They emphasize that social media has become a fundamental part of communication among youth,
fostering new social dynamics and shaping their interactions.

2. Boyd, D. M., & Ellison, N. B. (2007)

Boyd and Ellison's research explores the rise of social networking sites (SNSs) and their role in forming virtual communities. They argue that SNSs like
Facebook and MySpace have revolutionized how youth form and maintain relationships, emphasizing the importance of online interactions in identity
formation.

3. Chukwuebuka, E. (2013)

Chukwuebuka’s study focuses on the role of social media in enhancing educational outcomes for youth. He suggests that platforms like YouTube and
LinkedIn provide invaluable learning resources and opportunities for skill development, which are increasingly leveraged by students and professionals
alike.

4. Shrestha, L. (2013)

Shrestha describes social media as a means of connection, enabling the exchange of information, ideas, and content among users in virtual networks. She
emphasizes the social benefits of these platforms, noting their role in building communities and fostering communication across boundaries.

5. Turow, J. (2011)

Turow’s research examines the role of social media in American life, analyzing how platforms like Facebook and Twitter influence different aspects of
society, including education, politics, and health. His findings on the social and cultural impacts of social media offer valuable parallels to similar trends
observed in Raipur.

6. Lenhart, A. et al. (2015)

This Pew Research Center report investigates social media usage patterns among teenagers, finding that social media is deeply integrated into their lives,
influencing not just social interactions but also their academic performance, mental health, and future opportunities.

7. Ghuman, S. (2014)

In her research, Ghuman highlights the cultural impact of social media on Indian youth, particularly its role in spreading Western ideals and trends. She
argues that platforms like Instagram have created new spaces for youth to explore identity, fashion, and lifestyle, often in contrast to traditional cultural
norms.

8. Prensky, M. (2001)

Prensky’s work on digital natives explores how today’s youth, who have grown up with the internet, interact with digital technologies. His analysis
provides insight into how these digital natives use social media not just for communication but also for learning and self-expression.

9. Boyd, D. (2014)

In her book It’s Complicated: The Social Lives of Networked Teens, Boyd explores the complexities of teenage interactions on social media platforms.
Her research is critical for understanding how Raipur’s youth navigate the complexities of privacy, social hierarchies, and peer relationships online.

10. Subrahmanyam, K., & Greenfield, P. (2008)
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Subrahmanyam and Greenfield’s research investigates how adolescents use social media to explore issues of identity, socialization, and sexuality. Their
findings suggest that youth use these platforms to test different personas and form social connections, which is a growing trend in Raipur as well.

11. Livingstone, S. (2008)

Livingstone argues that social media has given rise to a participatory culture among youth, where they actively contribute to and engage with content
rather than passively consuming it. This trend is particularly relevant in Raipur, where youth are using platforms like TikTok to create and share their
own content.

12. Shirky, C. (2008)

Shirky’s book Here Comes Everybody explores how social media platforms foster collaboration and collective action. His ideas about the democratizing
potential of social media are reflected in Raipur’s youth, who use these platforms to engage in social causes and political movements.

13. Vygotsky, L. S. (1978)

Vygotsky’s theory of social development, though developed long before the advent of social media, provides a useful framework for understanding how
social interactions on these platforms shape cognitive and social development in youth.

14. Turkle, S. (2011)

In Alone Together, Turkle examines how social media has created a paradox where youth are more connected than ever, yet feel increasingly isolated.
This is particularly relevant to Raipur’s youth, who, despite being highly active on platforms like WhatsApp, often experience feelings of loneliness and
anxiety.

15. Ellison, N., Steinfield, C., & Lampe, C. (2007)

This study explores the role of Facebook in maintaining social capital among college students. It finds that Facebook helps students keep in touch with
both close friends and acquaintances, a dynamic that is increasingly visible in Raipur as well.

16. Kross, E. et al. (2013)

Kross and colleagues explore the impact of Facebook usage on emotional well-being. They find that increased time on the platform correlates with lower
levels of life satisfaction and higher levels of depression, which aligns with findings regarding social media’s mental health effects on Raipur’s youth.
17. Mehdizadeh, S. (2010)

Mehdizadeh’s research focuses on the relationship between social media usage and self-esteem. She finds that individuals with lower self-esteem are
more likely to engage in self-promotion on platforms like Facebook and Instagram, a behavior that is also observed among Raipur’s youth.

18. Valkenburg, P. M., & Peter, J. (2011)

Valkenburg and Peter analyze the role of social media in adolescent social development, finding that these platforms both positively and negatively affect
social skills and emotional well-being. This dual effect is particularly relevant in the context of Raipur, where social media fosters both connections and
conflicts among youth.

19. Kirschner, P. A., & Karpinski, A. C. (2010)

Kirschner and Karpinski’s study highlights the negative impact of social media usage on academic performance. Their findings indicate that students
who spend more time on social platforms tend to have lower academic achievement, a concern echoed by educators in Raipur.

20. Bessiére, K., Kiesler, S., Kraut, R., & Boneva, B. S. (2008)

This study examines how social media usage affects emotional well-being, with findings suggesting that meaningful online interactions can enhance
mental health, while superficial use of social media can have negative effects. The study’s implications are important for understanding the mixed effects
of social media on Raipur’s youth.

21. Smith, A., & Anderson, M. (2018)

This Pew Research report highlights trends in social media usage among teenagers in the U.S., with findings indicating increased reliance on platforms
for social interaction and self-expression. These trends are mirrored in Raipur, where platforms like Instagram and Snapchat are widely popular among
youth.

22. Mesch, G. S. (2009)

Mesch explores the influence of online interactions on offline relationships, finding that heavy social media usage can weaken face-to-face communication
skills. This issue is relevant in Raipur, where youth are increasingly reliant on digital communication at the expense of personal interactions.

23. Anderson, C. A., & Dill, K. E. (2000)

Anderson and Dill investigate the impact of media, including video games and social media, on aggressive behavior. Their findings suggest that violent
content on social platforms may contribute to increased aggression, a concern for parents and educators in Raipur.

24. Mantzarlis, A. (2016)

Mantzarlis’ research on misinformation in social media highlights the dangers of fake news and misleading content. Raipur’s youth are particularly
vulnerable to such content, which can shape their political beliefs and social behaviors.

25. Fuchs, C. (2017)

Fuchs critiques the role of social media in perpetuating inequality, arguing that these platforms often reinforce existing social hierarchies. This analysis
is relevant in Raipur, where social media usage reflects broader social and economic divides.

26. Jenkins, H. (2006)

Jenkins introduces the concept of participatory culture, where users are not only consumers but also creators of content. This idea is particularly applicable
to Raipur, where platforms like TikTok have enabled youth to actively engage in content creation and share their work with a global audience.

27. Jurgenson, N. (2012)

Jurgenson examines the concept of digital dualism, which argues that the online and offline worlds are inseparable. This idea is reflected in Raipur, where
youth seamlessly integrate their digital and real-life interactions.

28. Dewey, J. (1938)
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Dewey’s theories on experiential learning are useful for understanding how social media can be used as an educational tool, offering youth in Raipur
opportunities to learn through collaboration and interactive content.

29. Bauman, Z. (2000)

Bauman’s concept of liquid modernity offers insights into how social media shapes the fluid and ever-changing identities of youth. This concept is
particularly relevant in Raipur, where social media has become a key tool for self-expression and identity exploration.

30. Howard, P. N., & Parks, M. R. (2012)

Howard and Parks explore how social media creates new forms of social capital, allowing youth to build networks and engage in collective action. In
Raipur, social media has become a platform for political engagement and activism among youth.

31. Turkle, S. (2015)

In Reclaiming Conversation, Turkle argues that social media is eroding the art of conversation, with youth becoming increasingly reliant on digital
communication. This is a growing concern in Raipur, where face-to-face interactions are being replaced by messaging apps.

32. Ellison, N. B., Vitak, J., Gray, R., & Lampe, C. (2014)

This study highlights the importance of social media in maintaining social relationships and providing emotional support. In Raipur, youth use platforms
like Facebook to stay connected with friends and family, both locally and abroad.

33. Davis, K. (2012)

Davis explores the concept of "context collapse,” where social media users must navigate multiple audiences simultaneously. This phenomenon is
observed in Raipur, where youth must balance interactions with peers, family, and teachers on platforms like Facebook and Instagram.

34. Papacharissi, Z. (2011)

Papacharissi examines how social media platforms allow users to perform and construct their identities in front of an audience. This concept is particularly
relevant in Raipur, where youth use social media to present curated versions of their lives.

35. Boyd, D. M. (2010)

Boyd’s research on social network sites explores the concept of “friendship” in the digital age, noting that online friendships often differ from traditional
relationships. This distinction is important in Raipur, where youth often maintain large online networks that may lack depth or intimacy.

36. Rodgers, S. (2013)

Rodgers explores the role of social media in political engagement, finding that platforms like Twitter and Facebook provide new opportunities for youth
to participate in political discourse. This trend is evident in Raipur, where youth are increasingly using social media to discuss local and national political
issues.

37. Miller, V. (2011)

Muiller critiques the commaodification of social media, arguing that platforms like Facebook exploit user data for profit. This analysis is relevant to Raipur’s
youth, who are often unaware of how their personal data is being used by social media companies.

38. Castells, M. (2012)

Castells’ concept of the network society provides a framework for understanding how social media has created new forms of social organization and
communication. In Raipur, social media networks are playing an increasingly central role in how youth interact and engage with the world around them.
39. lto, M. et al. (2010)

Ito and colleagues explore the concept of “connected learning,” where social media provides opportunities for youth to engage in interest-driven learning.
This idea is reflected in Raipur, where platforms like YouTube are used for educational purposes.

40. Jenkins, H., Ito, M., & boyd, d. (2015)

In Participatory Culture in a Networked Era, the authors argue that social media fosters new forms of cultural participation, allowing youth to become
active contributors to online communities. This concept is highly relevant in Raipur, where youth are using platforms like TikTok and Instagram to
engage in creative and collaborative projects.

Comparative study:

Author(s)

Focus Area

Key Points

Relevance to Youth

Implications

Kaplan, A. M., &
Haenlein, M. (2010)

Social media platforms
and user-generated
content

Defined social media as
platforms based on Web
2.0 enabling user
interaction.

Social media shapes
communication and social
interactions among youth.

Highlights the central role
of social media in youth
socialization.

Boyd, D. M., & Ellison, N.
B. (2007)

Social networking sites
(SNSs)

Explored the rise of SNSs
like Facebook and
MySpace and their impact
on relationships.

Youth form and maintain
virtual communities and
relationships through
SNSs.

Stresses the importance of
online interactions in
identity formation and
social connection.
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Author(s)

Focus Area

Key Points

Relevance to Youth

Implications

Chukwuebuka, E. (2013)

Educational outcomes of
social media

Discussed platforms like
YouTube and LinkedIn as
educational tools.

Social media enhances
learning opportunities and
skill development for
youth.

Shows the role of social
media in providing
learning resources and
professional development.

Shrestha, L. (2013)

Social benefits of virtual
connections

Emphasized social
media’s role in fostering
communication and

Youth use social media to
build communities and
share information.

Demonstrates the
significance of social
media for global
connectivity and

Turow, J. (2011)

Social media’s influence
on society

community. boundary-crossing
exchanges.
Analyzed the effects of Social media affects Provides insights into the

platforms like Facebook
on education, politics, and
health.

various societal aspects
including education and
culture.

broad social and cultural
impacts of social media on
youth.

Lenhart, A. et al. (2015)

Social media usage
patterns among teenagers

Investigated how deeply
integrated social media is
in the lives of teens.

Social media impacts
academic performance,
mental health, and
opportunities.

Highlights the need to
understand the social and
psychological effects of
social media on youth.

Ghuman, S. (2014)

Cultural impact of social
media on Indian youth

Explored the influence of
Western ideals through
platforms like Instagram.

Social media influences
youth identity, fashion,
and lifestyle in India.

Raises concerns about the
tension between
traditional values and new
cultural norms.

Prensky, M. (2001)

Digital natives and
technology use

Defined today’s youth as
“digital natives”
interacting with digital
platforms.

Youth use social media for
communication, learning,
and self-expression.

Establishes the framework
for understanding how
digital natives leverage
technology and social
media.

Boyd, D. (2014)

Complexities of teenage
social media interactions

Explored privacy, social
hierarchies, and peer
relationships on social
media.

Youth navigate complex
online relationships,
balancing privacy and
visibility.

Provides a nuanced view
of how social media
complicates youth social
dynamics and interactions.

Subrahmanyam, K., &
Greenfield, P. (2008)

Socialization, identity, and
sexuality through social
media

Investigated the role of
social media in adolescent
identity exploration.

Youth use social media to
experiment with personas
and form social
connections.

Shows how social media
fosters identity
exploration but also
presents challenges in
adolescent socialization.

Conclusion :

The comparative analysis of key social media studies reveals the profound impact that digital platforms have on youth across various dimensions,
including communication, identity formation, education, and social interactions. Kaplan and Haenlein (2010) emphasize the central role of social media
in youth communication, while Boyd and Ellison (2007) highlight the transformative power of social networking sites in forming relationships.
Chukwuebuka (2013) and Prensky (2001) underscore the educational and developmental benefits of social media, positioning it as a tool for learning and
skill enhancement. However, concerns about the cultural, social, and psychological effects are raised by researchers like Ghuman (2014) and Lenhart et
al. (2015), who explore how social media influences identity, mental health, and cultural norms.

Studies by Boyd (2014) and Subrahmanyam & Greenfield (2008) delve into the complexities of social media’s impact on youth, including privacy,
identity experimentation, and the dual benefits and challenges of these platforms. Ultimately, social media is a powerful tool for youth development but
requires careful navigation to address its social, psychological, and cultural implications. The research collectively emphasizes the need for balanced
social media engagement that fosters learning and socialization while mitigating its potential risks.



