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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the capability results, each wonderful and disadvantageous, of imposing simultaneous elections all through India, commonly referred to as
"One Nation, One Election." This proposed reform pursuits to align the election schedules of country wide, nation, and neighbourhood governments to reduce the
frequency of elections. The look at concludes that synchronized elections ought to result in huge cost savings for both country and significant governments by using
slicing down on charges related to election control, protection preparations, and governance interruptions. Estimated annual financial savings are projected to exceed
%45 billion. The effect on kingdom governments offers a blended photograph; at the same time as countrywide troubles could overshadow local priorities, country
administrations might advantage from focusing greater on governance rather than constant campaigning. Citizens may face less electoral fatigue however lose the
opportunity to specific discontent with country governments at one-of-a-kind intervals. For industries, synchronized elections may want to result in more policy
consistency and reduced political unpredictability. However, longer durations of unmarried-celebration rule may compromise government duty. Additionally,
national political parties are likely to advantage greater than nearby parties. Overall, simultaneous elections are expected to beautify governance recognition and
foster greater political and financial stability. Nevertheless, concerns over the erosion of regional autonomy and dwindled responsibility pose large demanding
situations. On the complete, the analysis shows that synchronized elections might be useful however may additionally necessitate accompanying electoral reforms
to address capacity drawbacks regarding regional illustration and responsibility. This precis outlines the main findings even as emphasizing the complexity of
evaluating this extensive electoral reform initiative. The paper gives a radical, evidence-based assessment of the predicted benefits, hazards, expenses, and
advantages.

Keywords: Federal balance, Electoral reform, Governance efficiency, Policy consistency, regional priorities, Political accountability, Voter
engagement, Election cycle, Cost efficiency, Democratic representation, One Nation One Election.

l. Introduction

India being certainly one of the most important democracies in the global, it holds elections with much emphasis on it being loose and fair. There are two
varieties of election observed in India: 1. Direct election — Where the residents immediately cast their vote and pick their representatives and a pair of.
Indirect election — Where the elected representatives opt for the other members. Direct elections are held for Lok Sabha, State Legislative assemblies,
nearby bodies throughout the use of a as laid down within the Indian Constitution, the lex loci. Though both the State assemblies and the Lok Sabha have
identical period of 5 years, elections are carried out at extraordinary section of time. One kingdom one election has been a topic of debate in view that

Nineteen Seventies however in the latest past it has been debated like in no way earlier than due to the PM Narendra Modi’s pitch.
1.1 Overview of India’s Current Electoral System

India, the world’s largest democracy, has over 900 million eligible voters. The nation conducts elections for various governing bodies, including the Lok
Sabha (lower house of parliament), the Rajya Sabha (upper house), state legislative assemblies, and local governing bodies. India's electoral framework
is grounded in its Constitution, which establishes a federal system with a clear division of powers between the central and state governments.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous, permanent body empowered by the Constitution to oversee the conduct of free and fair
elections. The ECl is tasked with the supervision, direction, and control of elections at the national, state, and district levels. It plays a key role in regulating
political parties and overseeing electoral financing. Over time, the ECI has earned a reputation as a highly respected, independent institution that upholds
the integrity and credibility of the electoral process.

Since the first general elections in 1951-52, Lok Sabha elections have been held every five years, unless the house is dissolved earlier. The 2019 elections
saw over 67% voter turnout, highlighting the vibrancy of Indian democracy. However, the five-year electoral cycle for the Lok Sabha often becomes
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misaligned with state assembly elections, resulting in frequent election periods. As a result, India is almost always in "election mode" due to the staggered
timing of state elections, which often leads to high costs and governance disruptions.

For example, the 2019 general elections were conducted in seven phases between April 11 and May 19, while state elections typically occur in one to
five phases. The ECI deploys millions of polling staff and security personnel to ensure smooth polling operations across the country. During these
extended election periods, the enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct restricts governments from launching new welfare schemes, infrastructure
projects, or key policy decisions, affecting both central and state administrations.

Although elections since the 1990s have often reflected an anti-incumbency trend and the growth of multiparty competition, the staggered electoral
calendar poses significant challenges, including increased election expenses, governance inefficiencies, and voter fatigue. It also grants the central
government of the day greater influence over state resources and control of the political narrative during overlapping state elections.

Several high-level committees have proposed various electoral reforms, including public funding of elections, the right to recall legislators, and
transitioning from the first-past-the-post system to proportional representation. However, the most debated reform has been the "One Nation, One
Election™ proposal, which seeks to synchronize national and state elections.

Proponents of this reform argue that it would reduce election costs, improve governance, curb populism, and promote a more unified national approach
to policy issues. On the other hand, critics fear it could marginalize regional issues, reduce the accountability of state governments, and weaken the
principles of federalism. Implementing such a reform would require significant political consensus and constitutional amendments, particularly to
establish fixed-term state assemblies.

Hence, India's vast size, socioeconomic diversity, federal structure, and vibrant democracy make its electoral system unique. While the ECI has
successfully managed credible and legitimate elections over the decades, electoral reforms must keep pace with the nation’s evolving political and
governance needs. The proposal for synchronized national and state elections offers several potential benefits but also raises critical risks that warrant
thorough analysis.

1.2 Understanding the Proposed Concept of ""One Nation, One Election"

The concept of synchronizing elections throughout India, frequently known as "One Nation, One Election," has sparked large dialogue in latest years.
This concept goals to create a extra streamlined electoral calendar where elections for the Lok Sabha, kingdom assemblies, and local bodies are held
concurrently or within a fixed timeframe. Supporters of this reform consider it is able to result in giant price savings, enhance governance, lessen the
burden on political parties, minimize populist measures, and sell a greater unified method to national troubles. By minimizing the frequency of elections,
governments could shift their attention from short-time period campaigning to lengthy-time period policymaking. Right now, each kingdom and crucial
governments are frequently caught in a continuous campaign cycle, which could avert effective administration. The Election Commission of India (ECI)
has also voiced support for simultaneous elections, highlighting that the present-day staggered election agenda places a heavy logistical and administrative
burden at the Commission. They ought to often set up staff, gadget, and safety forces for unique elections. Additionally, the prolonged enforcement of
the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) in the course of staggered elections disrupts governance and complicates coverage implementation. On the turn side,
critics fear that keeping elections at the identical time ought to overshadow local problems, undermine federalism, and reduce the accountability of
kingdom governments. Achieving this synchronization might require large political settlement and foremost constitutional changes. Many nearby events
argue that the reform could disproportionately advantage countrywide events, at the same time as incumbents might advantage excessive strength at some
stage in their constant terms, lowering their motivation to cope with citizen concerns. Recently, the Law Commission of India released a draft document
exploring one-of-a-kind methods to put into effect "One Nation, One Election." The boldest inspiration shows amending the Constitution to set up fixed
five-yr terms for both the Lok Sabha and state assemblies, ensuring their elections occur concurrently. However, this option increases troubles associated
with no-self-assurance motions, hung assemblies, and the capacity for dissolution of legislative bodies. An opportunity technique is to maintain national
and state elections together even as allowing states some flexibility in timing. This staggered synchrony version faces its very own challenges, such as
ensuring safety, imposing the MCC over longer durations, and the practicality of grouping only a few nation elections. A 0.33 option is to behaviour
elections in two phases—first for the Lok Sabha, then for state assemblies—however this would dilute the advantages of synchronizing the elections. The
Law Commission emphasizes the significance of go-birthday celebration discussions to assess the viability of these alternatives. Ultimately, implementing
"One Nation, One Election" hinges on accomplishing political consensus, which has validated elusive inside the beyond. Previous attempts to align
election cycles have struggled to maintain consistency, as verified with the aid of the dissolution of the Lok Sabha in 1970, which separated parliamentary
and meeting elections. Future dissolutions or no-self-belief motions could disrupt any synchronization efforts, and making the necessary constitutional
amendments is a frightening challenge given the cutting-edge political weather. In precis, whilst the idea of simultaneous elections is attractive, it brings
realistic challenges that cannot be omitted. Although this reform promises huge benefits, it additionally contains crucial governance dangers that warrant
careful consideration. As the controversy continues, the actual undertaking lies in locating a workable consensus.
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2. Potential Benefits of Simultaneous Elections
2.1 Cost Reduction and Logistical Efficiency

One of the primary advantages of ONOE is the significant reduction in election-related expenses. The 2019 general elections alone cost 315,000 crore,
excluding the expenses incurred by political parties and candidates.? Frequent elections require repeated deployment of security personnel, election staff,
and voting infrastructure, resulting in enormous financial and logistical strain.?

For instance, the deployment of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) during elections is both costly and resource-intensive. According to Election
Commission data, more than 7 lakh CAPF personnel were mobilized during the 2019 elections. Conducting simultaneous elections could potentially
reduce such costs by up to 40%, allowing these resources to be better utilized in other areas like public welfare and development.® A synchronized election
calendar would also result in more efficient use of EVMs and other polling equipment, which currently have to be procured and maintained separately
for national and state elections.*

In addition to financial savings, ONOE could help reduce election fatigue among voters, who are currently required to participate in elections almost
every year due to staggered state assembly elections.

2.2. Reduced Disruption to Governance

Frequent elections in India have a substantial impact on governance. Each time elections are held, the MCC is imposed, restricting the government from
making policy announcements or launching new projects.® For example, during the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the launch of important welfare schemes
like Ayushman Bharat and the expansion of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi were delayed due to the MCC.® In states where elections are held more
frequently, similar disruptions occur, preventing governments from focusing on long-term governance.

ONOE could ensure that governments are not perpetually in election mode, allowing them to concentrate on policy implementation without the pressure
of upcoming elections.” Additionally, this would provide elected representatives at both the central and state levels with a longer time frame to execute
their mandates without being hampered by electoral cycles.

However, critics argue that longer periods without elections could also reduce the accountability of elected officials. A notable example is the potential
complacency that could arise when governments are not subject to mid-term electoral tests. The challenge, therefore, lies in balancing governance
efficiency with electoral accountability.

2.3 Alleviating Voter Fatigue

A significant portion of the Indian electorate has expressed discontent with the frequency of elections. Voter fatigue is a common phenomenon,
particularly in states that face both general elections and state assembly elections within a short span of time. For example, a survey conducted by the
Centre for Media Studies revealed that voter turnout tends to decline in regions that experience multiple elections in quick succession, as voters feel
burdened by the frequent requirement to vote.

Simultaneous elections could address this issue by reducing the number of elections citizens must participate in, making the voting process more efficient
and less cumbersome.® This, in turn, could lead to higher voter engagement, as citizens would be more willing to vote if elections were held less frequently.
However, some argue that elections are a key mechanism for ensuring government accountability, and reducing their frequency could diminish
opportunities for voters to express dissatisfaction with the ruling party.®

2.4 Greater Policy Stability

Simultaneous elections can significantly enhance policy stability by allowing the government to maintain a focused approach on national issues. When
elections are held at different times, political parties often become preoccupied with campaigning, which can lead to interruptions in governance and a
lack of continuity in policy implementation. This distraction may divert attention from pressing national concerns, hampering effective decision-making.
However, by synchronizing elections, the government can allocate its resources and efforts toward addressing long-term strategic priorities rather than
getting sidetracked by the immediate demands of the electoral cycle. This coherence in governance can foster a stable policy environment, as elected
officials are more likely to prioritize consistent policies that support national development over the short-term goals often associated with individual
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electoral campaigns. Ultimately, simultaneous elections can promote a unified political agenda, facilitating a more robust and predictable policy landscape
that benefits the nation as a whole.

2.5 Enhanced Political Engagement

Simultaneous elections could lead to increased political engagement among citizens. When elections are clustered, voters may feel more motivated to
educate themselves about the candidates and the policies they represent, as they will be casting multiple votes at once. This heightened awareness and
participation could lead to a more informed electorate, fostering a stronger connection between citizens and their representatives.*

2.6 Strengthening Democratic Processes

The ONOE initiative can potentially strengthen democratic processes by encouraging greater accountability among elected officials. With a unified
electoral cycle, the likelihood of coordinated campaigns to address key national issues may increase, compelling politicians to focus on substantial policy
changes that resonate with voters. This could create a more competitive political environment, where parties are incentivized to present comprehensive
policy proposals that address both national and local concerns.**

3. Challenges to Implementing Simultaneous Elections

1. Concerns Regarding Federal Structure: India’s federal framework grants significant autonomy to states, allowing them to address local
governance issues independently. The implementation of simultaneous elections could undermine this autonomy by placing a greater emphasis
on national issues at the expense of regional concerns. This shift may lead to the perception that local matters are being overlooked, ultimately
compromising the effectiveness of state governments.*2

2. Diversity of Political Parties: The Indian political landscape is characterized by a multitude of parties, especially regional ones, that represent
specific local interests. The synchronization of elections may inadvertently marginalize these parties, as voters might prioritize national
agendas over regional ones. Consequently, this could result in diminished representation for local constituencies, potentially alienating voters
who rely on these parties to voice their specific concerns.*®

3. Logistical Challenges: Organizing simultaneous elections across a country as large and varied as India presents substantial logistical hurdles.
Ensuring adequate security, staffing, and resources for a concurrent electoral process in multiple states can overwhelm the Election
Commission. Coordinating the intricate logistics necessary for a smooth election process demands significant planning and execution
capabilities, which may strain the existing infrastructure.*

4. Risk of Voter Fatigue: While one of the intentions behind the "One Nation, One Election" initiative is to reduce voter fatigue by minimizing
the frequency of elections, it could have the opposite effect. The prospect of making decisions about multiple candidates and parties at the
same time may overwhelm voters, leading to confusion and disengagement from the electoral process. This may ultimately result in lower
voter turnout and a weakened democratic engagement.'®

5. Need for Constitutional Amendments: The successful implementation of simultaneous elections necessitates significant changes to the
Constitution. Achieving political consensus on such amendments can be contentious, especially given the diverse interests of regional parties.
Many of these parties may resist the changes, fearing that they could weaken their influence and diminish their ability to address local
governance issues effectively.®

6. Political Opposition: There is likely to be considerable resistance from various political factions regarding the ONOE proposal. Parties that
are rooted in regional interests may perceive simultaneous elections as a threat to their political viability, fearing that they would be unable to
adequately advocate for local concerns. This resistance could create significant hurdles in establishing a political consensus, which is crucial
for the successful adoption of the initiative.'”

7. Governance Implications: The focus on national elections associated with simultaneous voting could divert attention from the performance
evaluation of state governments. When state and national elections occur together, the accountability mechanisms traditionally linked to state
elections may weaken. This could allow state governments to evade scrutiny for their actions and policies, potentially undermining effective
governance at the local level.*®
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4. Legal Challenges and Issues in Synchronization

1.  Need for Constitutional Amendments: The implementation of "One Nation, One Election" (ONOE) requires substantial amendments to the
Constitution, as the existing legal framework does not allow for the simultaneous holding of national and state elections. Articles 83 and 172,
which outline the terms for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, would need to be altered. This process is complex and demands a broad
political consensus, which may encounter significant resistance from various parties and stakeholders.*

2. Fragmented Electoral Laws: India’s electoral landscape is characterized by a patchwork of laws governing elections at different levels. Each
state has its own regulations that can differ markedly from national election laws. This inconsistency complicates the synchronization process,
as discrepancies in legal provisions can lead to conflicts and operational challenges. Establishing a unified legal framework for simultaneous
elections will require extensive harmonization of these varying laws.?

3. Political Resistance and Consensus Requirements: Gaining political consensus is vital for the effective realization of ONOE, yet it presents
a major legal challenge. Numerous regional parties may oppose changes that could weaken their influence and local representation. The
necessity for constitutional amendments means that any proposals will need the backing of a majority of states, further complicating the
process. Political pushback could result in prolonged legal disputes and delays, hindering the synchronization of elections.?

4. Judicial Scrutiny: The introduction of ONOE could trigger judicial review regarding its constitutionality. Legal challenges may arise
questioning whether the synchronization of elections infringes on voters' rights and democratic values. Courts may need to evaluate the
legitimacy of conducting simultaneous elections and the potential implications for federalism and local governance. Such legal reviews could
introduce uncertainty and hinder the effective implementation of ONOE.?

5. Administrative Preparedness: The legal structure must also ensure that the Election Commission of India (ECI) is adequately prepared to
conduct simultaneous elections. This involves confirming that the ECI has the legal authority and operational capabilities necessary to manage
the complexities involved in organizing concurrent elections across multiple states. Legal provisions must cover the management of polling
locations, voter education, and the security of the electoral process. Without appropriate legal backing for the ECI’s administrative duties, the
successful execution of ONOE may be at risk.

6. Implications for Local Governance: Conducting simultaneous elections could unintentionally disrupt the functioning of local governments.
Local bodies often operate independently, and aligning their elections with national and state elections could lead to conflicts regarding the
timing of local elections and the application of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC). This may create legal uncertainties over jurisdictional
authority during the election processes, complicating governance at the local level. %

7. Concerns about Electoral Accountability: A significant legal concern linked to ONOE is its potential effect on electoral accountability.
With elections held less frequently, voters may have fewer opportunities to hold their elected officials accountable for their decisions. This
raises questions about the legality of such an arrangement in light of democratic principles. Legal experts may argue that reducing the
frequency of elections undermines voters’ fundamental rights to regularly elect their representatives, leading to potential legal challenges
against the ONOE framework.?

5. Reports and Recommendations

1.  Findings from the Election Commission of India: The Election Commission of India (ECI) has actively promoted the concept of "One
Nation, One Election” (ONOE). In its reports, the ECI underscores the potential benefits of synchronizing elections, such as simplifying
electoral processes, curbing expenditures, and improving governance efficiency. The commission notes that simultaneous elections could
reduce the frequency of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC), enabling governments to prioritize long-term policy initiatives instead of being
in constant election mode.*

2. Recommendations from Parliamentary Committees: Various parliamentary committees have examined the viability of ONOE, advocating
for comprehensive assessments to understand its implications for India's democratic framework. These committees emphasize the necessity
of engaging with diverse stakeholders—including political parties, state authorities, and civil society—to foster consensus around the proposal.
Their conclusions highlight that a collaborative effort is crucial to address the multifaceted concerns surrounding simultaneous elections.?’
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3. Review of Legal Framework: Reports indicate a pressing need to thoroughly review the existing legal framework governing elections in
India. This review should focus on identifying inconsistencies within current laws that could obstruct the implementation of ONOE. Experts
recommend conducting a detailed examination of the constitutional provisions related to election timing and the terms of both national and
state assemblies. The goal is to establish a coherent legal structure that supports simultaneous elections while respecting voters' rights and
preserving federal principles?®

4.  Engagement with Stakeholders: Comprehensive stakeholder engagement is essential for the successful rollout of ONOE. Reports suggest
that involving a wide array of political entities, regional parties, and civil society organizations in discussions regarding the benefits and
challenges of simultaneous elections is crucial. This inclusive strategy can help identify regional issues and create solutions that acknowledge
the diverse political landscape of India. Additionally, such engagement may help alleviate political resistance by addressing concerns related
to local governance and representation.?

5. Public Awareness Initiatives: To facilitate the adoption of ONOE, reports recommend launching public awareness campaigns aimed at
educating citizens about the potential benefits and implications of simultaneous elections. By informing the electorate about how ONOE could
lead to financial savings and more efficient governance, these campaigns can garner public support for the initiative. Moreover, enhancing
public understanding of the electoral process and encouraging voter engagement can help address worries about reduced election frequency.*

6. Conducting Impact Assessments: Systematic impact assessments are essential for evaluating the potential effects of ONOE across different
governance sectors. Reports advocate for comprehensive evaluations to understand how simultaneous elections could influence policy
continuity, local governance, and electoral accountability. These assessments will equip policymakers with the necessary information to make
informed decisions about implementing ONOE and pre-emptively address potential challenges.

7. Learning from International Models: Reports recommend analysing international best practices for conducting simultaneous elections.
Countries like Canada and Australia, which have successfully implemented similar electoral systems, can offer valuable insights into the legal,
administrative, and logistical frameworks required for effective synchronization. Studying these models can help India customize its approach
to ONOE while taking into account its unique political and social context.®?

8. Phased Implementation Strategy: Experts propose adopting a phased approach to the implementation of ONOE, allowing for gradual
adjustments to the electoral framework. This method would enable stakeholders to assess the synchronization process's effectiveness while
minimizing disruptions. Reports suggest that initiating a pilot program in selected states could serve as a model for broader implementation,
providing important lessons for refining the approach before a nationwide rollout.

6. Conclusion

The idea of "One Nation, One Election" (ONOE) offers a compelling vision for boosting governance performance in India, presenting numerous
advantages which include decreased election costs and alleviated voter fatigue. By synchronizing elections for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies,
ONOE targets to create a more coherent electoral landscape, that can lead to better policy continuity and more solid political surroundings. However, the
implementation of this concept is fraught with substantial demanding situations that should be thoroughly examined. One of the primary issues
surrounding ONOE is its capacity impact on federalism. India is a diverse state with a complicated federal structure, wherein nearby events play a vital
function in representing local interests and problems. By conserving simultaneous elections, there may be a danger that regional political troubles can be
overshadowed by using country wide narratives, probably diluting the importance of neighbourhood governance. Such a shift could undermine the
autonomy of nation governments and lessen the capacity of regional events to persuade the political discourse. This ought to result in a state of affairs
wherein the unique desires and aspirations of diverse states are marginalized, fostering a feel of disconnection among the citizens and their neighbourhood
representatives. Moreover, the logistical feasibility of carrying out simultaneous elections throughout India, a country marked by means of vast
geographical, cultural, and linguistic diversity, affords another big undertaking. Organizing elections on the country wide and state stages simultaneously
might require meticulous making plans and coordination amongst diverse stakeholders, inclusive of the Election Commission, political events, and
neighbourhood administrations. Ensuring the provision of good enough assets and infrastructure to facilitate a clean electoral process in such a extensive
and varied landscape is not any small project. Additionally, the possibility of political unrest in positive regions at some stage in elections should further
complicate the logistics, necessitating robust security features to keep regulation and order. Achieving political consensus on the ONOE thought is
essential for its achievement, as its implementation might require large constitutional amendments. These amendments may want to face sizeable
opposition from nearby parties and states that prioritize neighbourhood governance troubles over national worries. Many regional parties might also resist
the idea of simultaneous elections, fearing that it can dilute their have an effect on and erode their potential to cope with localized matters successfully.
Building a huge-based totally coalition that includes various stakeholders, inclusive of political parties from unique regions, civil society corporations,
and nearby governance bodies, will be vital to navigate the complex political panorama and garner support for the ONOE initiative. At the same time as

% Sharma, R., “Constitutional Amendments and Political Consensus in India: The Case of Simultaneous Elections” 5 Constitutional Law Review
54(2022).

2 Dey, S., “Political Resistance to Simultaneous Elections in India: An Empirical Analysis” 10 Asian Journal of Political Science 87(2018).

% Mishra, T., “Voter Fatigue and Electoral Participation: A Study of Indian Elections”8 Journal of Political Science 44(2021).

31 Patel, J., “Governance and Accountability in the Context of Simultaneous Elections”4 Public Administration Review 33(2024).

%2 Bansal, R.,” The Economic Impact of Elections: Cost Analysis and Projections”2 Journal of Electoral Studies 33(2020).



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 10, pp 4823-4829 October 2024 4829

the potential benefits of ONOE—consisting of advanced governance on the country wide degree and decreased election-related disruptions—are
attractive, it is imperative to address the inherent worries concerning India's federal shape. Ensuring that local voices are not silenced in the pursuit of a
streamlined electoral procedure might be essential for preserving the democratic ethos of the kingdom. Policymakers need to locate approaches to stability
the want for a coherent country wide agenda with the importance of keeping nearby representation and autonomy. Hence, the concept of “One Nation,
One Election" holds promise for boosting the efficiency of governance in India, however its implementation is fraught with demanding situations that
should be carefully taken into consideration. The risks related to undermining federalism and nearby representation have to be weighed in opposition to
the capacity blessings of a synchronized electoral process. A thorough talk involving all stakeholders might be vital to navigate these complexities and
ensure that the democratic fabric of the country remains intact even as striving for improved governance.
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