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ABSTRACT

This report explores the future of poverty in India, envisioning the landscape by the year 2047 when the country marks a century of independence and
government aims at making India as "Viksit Bharat". Despite decades of economic growth and substantial poverty alleviation efforts, India still grapples with
poverty's multifaceted challenges. The study analyzes current poverty metrics, regional disparities, and the economic and social factors contributing to poverty. It
evaluates government initiatives, such as MGNREGA and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, assessing their impact and identifying gaps in implementation. By
examining factors like education, healthcare access, and social inequalities, the report projects future poverty trends and the potential for India to significantly
reduce poverty by 2047. Policy recommendations focus on enhancing inclusive growth, skill development, and sustainable agricultural practices. This report
underscores the importance of community-based solutions, gender equality, and climate resilience to achieve a poverty-free India.
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Introduction

Poverty in India is a persistent challenge that affects millions. Despite significant economic growth and development over the past few decades, a large
proportion of the population remains trapped in poverty. This article examines the various dimensions of poverty in India, including its definitions,
statistics, causes, government initiatives, and the ongoing challenges that need to be addressed. Understanding the complexity of poverty is crucial for
formulating effective policies and interventions that can uplift those in need.

Definition of Poverty

Poverty is a multi-dimensional phenomenon that encompasses economic deprivation, social exclusion, and limited access to basic necessities. In India,
poverty is often measured using income thresholds, but it also includes factors such as nutrition, education, and healthcare access.

Absolute vs. Relative Poverty :
Absolute Poverty: Refers to the condition where individuals lack the means to meet basic needs for survival.

Relative Poverty: Measures poverty in relation to the economic status of other members of society, highlighting inequalities. Measuring Poverty
Various methodologies exist for measuring poverty in India, including:

Poverty Line: The government defines a poverty line based on consumption expenditure. According to the Planning Commission, the rural poverty line
was set at a lower threshold than the urban line.

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): Measures poverty through various indicators, including health, education, and living standards.

Current Poverty Rates

As of the latest estimates, approximately 22% of India’s population lives below the national poverty line. This equates to over 280 million people
facing severe economic challenges.

Urban vs. Rural Poverty

Rural Areas: Approximately 25-30% of the rural population lives in poverty, facing challenges such as unemployment and limited access to resources.
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Urban Areas: Urban poverty is lower, estimated at around 15%, but is characterized by issues such as slum housing, inadequate sanitation, and
unemployment. Regional Disparities
Poverty levels vary significantly across states:

High Poverty States: Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha have some of the highest poverty rates.

Low Poverty States: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Punjab exhibit lower poverty levels due to better socio-economic conditions and targeted welfare
programs.

Causes of Poverty

A. Economic Factors
1. Unemployment: High unemployment rates, particularly among youth and women, contribute to widespread poverty.

2. Underemployment: Many people are employed in low-paying jobs with insufficient hours or wages.

3. Economic Growth: While India has seen GDP growth, the benefits have not been evenly distributed.

B. Social Factors
1. Caste Discrimination: The caste system continues to perpetuate inequality and limit opportunities for lower castes.

2. Gender Inequality: Women face barriers to education, employment, and healthcare, exacerbating poverty levels in households.

C. Education
1. Access to Education: Many families cannot afford quality education, leading to a cycle of poverty that persists across generations. 2. Quality of
Education: The quality of education in rural areas is often substandard, limiting employment opportunities for graduates.

D. Health Issues

1. Access to Healthcare: Limited access to healthcare services can lead to health crises that impoverish families. 2. Malnutrition: High rates of
malnutrition among children can affect their physical and cognitive development, impacting future earning potential.

E. Geographical Disparities

1. Rural vs. Urban Divide: Rural areas lack infrastructure and employment opportunities, contributing to higher poverty rates. 2. Natural Disasters:
Frequent floods, droughts, and other disasters disproportionately affect the poorest communities, leading to economic instability.

Government Initiatives

Overview of Government Programs : The Indian government has implemented several initiatives aimed at poverty alleviation:
1. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA):
Provides a legal guarantee for 100 days of unskilled wage employment. o Aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas.

2. National Food Security Act:

Ensures access to subsidized food grains for below-poverty-line households and addresses hunger and malnutrition.

3. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana:

Aims to provide affordable housing to the urban poor and targets slum rehabilitation and the provision of basic amenities.

Challenges to Implementation
1. Corruption: Misallocation and diversion of funds hinder effective implementation of welfare programs.

2. Awareness: Lack of awareness about available schemes often results in underutilization.

3. Bureaucratic Inefficiencies: Complicated processes can deter beneficiaries from accessing assistance.

Methodology of the study

The methodology for the research on "Poverty in India @2047: Future Prospects of Poverty in India" is divided into three main sections: data collection,
analysis, and engagement with stakeholders. The approach used combines both primary and secondary data to provide a comprehensive understanding
of the issue, along with practical insights from individuals and organizations directly involved in poverty alleviation efforts.

1. Primary Data Collection : Primary data was gathered through various methods, including structured interviews, focus group discussions, and surveys.
These methods were designed to capture the lived experiences of individuals directly affected by poverty, as well as to gather expert opinions from
organizations working to alleviate poverty.
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Interviews and Focus Group Discussions: Conducted in-depth interviews with members of low-income households across both rural and urban settings
in different regions of India. A total of 100 households were selected, ensuring a mix of geographical, economic, and social backgrounds. Focus group
discussions were organized with participants from marginalized communities, such as women, Dalits, and informal sector workers, to explore the multi-
dimensional aspects of poverty.

Surveys: A survey targeting 100 respondents from different socio-economic backgrounds was conducted to understand current living conditions, access
to basic services (healthcare, education, and housing), and their perceptions of economic mobility in the future.

2. Secondary Data Collection : Secondary data was gathered from a variety of credible sources, including:
Government Reports: Reports and datasets from Indian government bodies like NITI Aayog, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MOSPI), and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) were reviewed to examine the trends in poverty rates, unemployment, income inequality, and access to
public services. The Economic Surveys of the last two decades provided insights into policy changes affecting poverty levels.

Academic Research: Academic journals, working papers, and books discussing poverty dynamics, social protection programs, and economic reforms
in India were utilized to form a theoretical foundation for the study. Previous works on poverty alleviation programs such as the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), and the Public Distribution System (PDS) were
reviewed.

International Organizations: Data from organizations like the World Bank, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and International Labour
Organization (ILO) were used to compare India's poverty situation with global trends and examine the effectiveness of international poverty alleviation
strategies.

3. Engagement with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) : Meetings and consultations were held with representatives of NGOs actively working
in poverty alleviation, sustainable development, and social empowerment sectors. These organizations included grassroots-level NGOs, think tanks, and
advocacy groups focusing on marginalized communities.

NGO Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 10 key representatives from NGos. These discussions provided valuable insights
into the challenges faced by the poor, the effectiveness of various government programs, and innovative approaches being implemented at the ground
level to reduce poverty.

Workshops: Participated in two multi-stakeholder workshops organized by local NGOs and academic institutions, where experts from civil society,
academia, and government debated the future prospects of poverty alleviation in India. These discussions helped identify the key areas of focus for
poverty eradication by 2047.

4. Ethical Considerations : The research adhered to ethical guidelines ensuring the confidentiality and privacy of participants. Informed consent was
obtained from all participants involved in interviews and surveys. The data collected was used strictly for research purposes and presented in an
anonymized form.

Creativity and Innovation in Addressing Poverty in India

Technology-Driven Solutions : Digital Financial Inclusion: India’s push for digital financial inclusion through initiatives like Aadhaar-based Direct
Benefit Transfers (DBT) and Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has revolutionized welfare distribution. These innovations have reduced leakages and
corruption in the system, ensuring subsidies and benefits reach the intended beneficiaries directly, improving efficiency in poverty alleviation programs.

E-Governance Platforms: Apps like Umang and schemes like Digital India enable citizens to access government services online, reducing the barriers
for marginalized populations to avail themselves of essential services like healthcare, education, and employment schemes.

Innovative Social Welfare Programs: Aspirational Districts Program: The Aspirational Districts Program focuses on the most underdeveloped districts
in India, using data- driven governance to target interventions in education, health, agriculture, and infrastructure. This program uses real-time
monitoring and feedback mechanisms to improve developmental outcomes in these districts.

Conditional Cash Transfers: Programs that provide conditional cash transfers (CCTs), such as scholarships for children attending school or healthcare
incentives for families, have creatively tied financial aid to behavior that promotes long-term poverty reduction, such as education and healthcare
access. Skill Development and Entrepreneurship:

Startup India & Stand-Up India: These initiatives encourage entrepreneurship and innovation among marginalized groups, including women and SC/ST
entrepreneurs. The Mudra Yojana scheme, which provides microloans to small business owners, is empowering people to create sustainable livelihoods
and break the cycle of poverty. Skill India Mission: By focusing on skill development, the Skill India Mission has taken a creative approach to address
unemployment and underemployment, particularly among youth, by aligning vocational training with the needs of the emerging economy.

Sustainable Livelihoods Through Green Innovation and Solar Energy and Rural Electrification: The deployment of solar energy solutions in rural areas
has not only provided energy access but also created job opportunities in green industries. Innovative projects like Barefoot College have trained rural
women to become solar engineers, generating income while addressing energy poverty.
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Climate-Resilient Agriculture: In response to the challenges posed by climate change, innovative agricultural practices such as drip irrigation, precision
farming, and crop insurance schemes are helping small farmers increase their productivity while building resilience against environmental challenges.

Education Innovation and E-Learning and Digital Classrooms: Initiatives like Diksha, which provide digital learning resources to students and teachers,
have expanded access to quality education in rural and underserved areas. The creative use of technology in education is bridging the gap between
urban and rural learning environments.

Community-Based Education Models: Projects such as the Pratham Open School model have brought education to children in remote areas by
involving local communities, thus overcoming infrastructure and access barriers.

Some Estimated Data on Poverty in 2047

By 2047, at that time, India's poverty landscape will likely reflect the outcomes of several decades of growth, policy changes, and global economic
trends. Here are the key characteristics of what poverty and the overall socio-economic conditions could look like:

1. Poverty Rate and Numbers : At that time, India’s poverty rate may fall to below 5% if current growth trends and government interventions continue
effectively. The number of people living below the poverty line could be drastically reduced, and extreme poverty (those living on less than $1.90 a day)
might be near eradication. Given population projections, even with a reduced rate, the absolute number of people in poverty could still range between
60-80 million due to population growth, but this would be a significant improvement compared to the early 21st century.

2. Living Conditions : By 2047, the quality of life for the poor will have likely improved significantly. Most people, including those near the poverty
line, will have access to basic amenities like electricity, clean drinking water, sanitation, healthcare, and education. The conditions for the poor will
improve with near-universal access to electricity and better housing through schemes like Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).

3. Employment and Economic Participation The nature of employment will be more skill-based and technology-driven. At that time Automation and AI
will transform many industries, potentially reducing manual labor jobs but creating new opportunities in tech, green energy, and innovation-driven
sectors.Employment in the formal sector will increase, with fewer people in informal jobs due to better social protections and reforms in labor laws.
Government schemes like Skill India and Start-Up India will be crucial in reskilling the workforce to meet new demands, reducing unemployment to
potentially around 3-5%.

4. Government Schemes Impact : Current social protection schemes will evolve to focus on long-term sustainability. By 2047, programs like
MGNREGA will likely shift towards creating green jobs related to environmental sustainability and climate resilience.

Schemes targeting healthcare, like Ayushman Bharat, will ensure that no one is impoverished by medical expenses, as universal health coverage will be
more accessible. Digital inclusion efforts, such as Jan Dhan Yojana and UPI, will ensure that even the poorest have access to financial services,
reducing financial exclusion.

5. Rural-Urban Divide : By 2047, urban poverty could be nearly eliminated, especially with the growth of smart cities and infrastructure development.
However, rural poverty might persist, particularly in the most marginalized regions, unless agricultural reforms and rural development continue at a
rapid pace. The government's focus on rural digitalization, infrastructure, and education will be key to bridging this gap.

6. Climate Change and Vulnerability : At that time, climate change will pose one of the biggest threats to poverty reduction. Poor communities,
especially in coastal and drought-prone areas, will be more vulnerable to climate-induced shocks. Success in climate adaptation policies, sustainable
agriculture, and rural livelihood programs will determine whether these communities can escape the poverty trap.

7. Education and Skill Development : Education reforms under the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will begin to bear fruit, creating a workforce
better equipped to participate in a technology-driven global economy. By 2047, universal access to education and skill development will ensure better
social mobility and fewer people falling back into poverty due to lack of opportunities.

At that time, India will likely be on the verge of eradicating extreme poverty, with most people enjoying improved living standards and access to basic
services. The future of poverty reduction will depend on the effectiveness of government schemes, technological advancements, and inclusive
economic growth that benefits all sections of society.

Recommendations

1. Strengthening Education and Skill Development: Investing in quality education and vocational training can empower individuals and enhance
employability.

2. Enhancing Healthcare Access: Improving healthcare infrastructure and access in rural areas is essential for breaking the cycle of poverty.

3. Promoting Gender Equality: Addressing gender disparities can empower women and lead to better economic outcomes for families.

4. Community Participation: Involving local communities in the planning and implementation of poverty alleviation programs can enhance
effectiveness and accountability.



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, Vol 5, no 10, pp 4537-4541 October 2024 4541

Learning Outcomes

Understanding Poverty Definitions: Comprehend the concepts of absolute and relative poverty, and recognize how they apply in the Indian context.

Analyzing Statistical Data: Analyze current poverty statistics, identifying trends and disparities between rural and urban areas, as well as across
different states.

Identifying Causes: Identify and articulate the various economic, social, and geographical factors contributing to poverty in India.

Evaluating Government Initiatives: Evaluate the effectiveness of government programs aimed at poverty alleviation, including their successes and
challenges.

Recognizing Regional Differences: Recognize how regional disparities influence poverty levels and the success of interventions.

Exploring Case Studies: Explore successful case studies and programs that have effectively reduced poverty, understanding their key components and
impact.

Assessing Ongoing Challenges: Assess the ongoing challenges in combating poverty, including corruption, population growth, and social stigmas.

Formulating Recommendations: Formulate actionable recommendations for addressing poverty, emphasizing inclusive growth and community
participation.

Promoting Awareness: Understand the importance of raising awareness about poverty issues and the need for collective action among stakeholders.

Conclusion

Poverty remains a critical challenge in India, impacting millions and shaping the country’s socioeconomic landscape. As India approaches its centenary
of independence in 2047, there is a profound opportunity to eliminate poverty and foster equitable growth. The analysis of current poverty metrics,
regional disparities, and the role of government programs reveals that while significant progress has been made, much work is still required to bridge
existing gaps.

Achieving sustainable poverty reduction demands a holistic approach that includes robust economic policies, inclusive growth, and targeted social
welfare schemes. Equally important are measures to address the root causes of poverty—such as lack of access to quality education, healthcare, and
employment opportunities—while also mitigating the effects of climate change and technological disruptions that disproportionately impact the most
vulnerable.

India’s vision for 2047 hinges on a collective commitment to social equity and economic inclusiveness, ensuring that all citizens can participate in and
benefit from the nation’s growth. By strengthening policy implementation, fostering community participation, and embracing innovation, India has the
potential to eradicate poverty and establish a foundation for a prosperous and equitable future.
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